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If memories of the old confederacy linger and sympathizers 
have rebellious thoughts of pro slavery days, the Marine 
Core  issues a warning that a massive unit equipped with 

overwhelming force is watching them, pg3

BAN ON
CONFEDERATE
FLAG

The US Marine Core 
enforces a ban on the 
Confederate Flag, the 

one- time official flag of 
the southern states,  

pre- Civil War



B
E

A
C

O
N

, J
un

e 
11

 –
 J

un
e 

17
, 2

02
0 

ne
w

yo
rk

be
ac

on
.c

om

2

 New York Beacon(USPA 011-156) serving metropolitan New York  is published weekly by SmithHaj Group,Inc at  405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10174.  
Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY. POSTMASTER; send address changes to The New York Beacon 405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10174. , Web 
Site: www.newyorkbeacon.com, Email: NewYorkbeacon@yahoo.com for the newspaper, Submit@newyorkbeacon.com for the web site. Subscription rate: $35.00 per year.

Continued on page 4

90% of America’s sheriffs 
are white men: New report

Newyorkbeacon.com

Racial tensions between 
police and communities 
of color have reached 

a tipping point following the 
killing of George Floyd, an 
unarmed black man, at the 
hands of Minneapolis police 
officers last week. The inci-
dent, which was captured on 
video, has incited a string of 
ongoing protests around the 
country and revived national 
discourse about police brutal-
ity and racial disparities in law 
enforcement. Amid growing 
calls for justice for Floyd and 
an overhaul of our criminal 
justice system, a new report 
published by the Reflective 
Democracy Campaign reveals 
that 90% of sheriffs across 
America are white men.

Titled Confronting the De-
mographics of Power: Amer-
ica’s Sheriffs, the report ex-
plores the racial and gender 
demographics of sheriffs as 
well as their impact on public 
health and safety. The report 
also highlights current and 
historical abuses of power by 
sheriffs along with the posi-
tion’s unique lack of oversight 
and accountability. The most 
glaring finding, perhaps, is 
that 92% of elected sheriffs 
are white while 90% are white 
men even though 50% of peo-
ple in jails are people of color. 
Meanwhile, just 5% of sheriffs 
are African American and 2% 
are women.

Sheriffs, who manage coun-
ty jails and a wide range of 
law enforcement activities, 
operate with less oversight 
than local police chiefs or 
commissioners, according to 
the report. The nation’s 3,000 
county sheriffs are elected into 
office in 46 states and often run 
unopposed.

“Sheriffs in America are 
singularly troubling. They 
have unparalleled autonomy 

and tremendous power, and 
that power is concentrated 
overwhelmingly in the hands 
of white men, who are 90 per-
cent of sheriffs nationwide,” 
said Reflective Democracy 
Campaign Director Brenda 
Choresi Carter in a statement.

  The report’s findings also 
include:

With white men comprising 
just 30% of the U.S. popula-
tion, the overrepresentation 
of white male in sheriff ’s 
offices surpasses even that of 
legislators (62%) and elected 
prosecutors (73%)

African Americans are con-
fined to jail at over three times 
the rate of white Americans

Deep disparities in rep-
resentation persist even in 
states with high percentages of 
people of color. For example, 
while California is 63% people 
of color, only 9% of the state’s 
sheriffs are of color

“As the primary law-en-
forcement officers for large 
parts of the country, they rou-
tinely make life-or-death deci-
sions for their communities—
especially communities of col-
or, who are disproportionately 
affected, and too often abused, 
by law enforcement,” said Car-
ter. “As policing in America 
faces a long-overdue reckon-
ing, it’s time that we grapple 
with the role of sheriffs and 
make them far more account-
able to voters and reflective of 
their communities.”

Activists demand D.C. 
‘Defund’ police amid 
peaceful protests

Newyorkbeacon.com

Washington — Thou-
sands marched and 
protested against po-

lice brutality in Washington, 
D.C. on Saturday, keeping 
the May 25 death of George 
Floyd on the White House’s 
collective mind by demanding 
the city defund its police force.

Just one person was arrest-
ed, according to the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Police 
Department.

D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser 
designed a city block near the 

Around 100 white men armed with 
bats, shovels seen awaiting arrival 
of ‘Looters’ in Philadelphia

Newyorkbeacon.com

Police and SWAT teams 
were deployed to the 
neighborhood, which 

brought on a multitude of 
questions after Black Lives 
Matter movement protesters 
were tear-gassed and asked to 
disperse.

“Why were others tear-
gassed for peacefully protest-
ing but they could walk around 
with bats and be protected?” 
one woman asked.

“I saw hundreds of people 
teargassed two hours ago for 
walking around and these peo-
ple are standing around with 
bats,” another person said.

The two groups argued 
over “new Fishtown” and “old 

Fishtown,” indicating drastic 
changes to the demographics 
of the neighborhood over the 
years.

A separate group of young 
residents in Fishtown gathered 
outside pleading with the men 
seen with bats, shovels and 
hammers to leave.

“Leave us alone!” one 
woman yelled. “We live here 
and they’re making us feel 
unsafe!”

As tension continued to 
rise in the neighborhood, the 
two groups continued to ar-
gue with the police standing 
in the middle as a barricade, 
KYW reported.

A person standing in sup-
port of the police grabbed a 
“Black lives matter” sign from 

a protester and ripped it up.
“I’m ready to f**k s**t up. 

You know, I’ve been looking 
for a fight for the past six 
months,” a person was over-
heard saying.

Over in Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania, elected officials ac-
knowledged white nationalists 
agitating peaceful protests in 
the town and urged people to 
be safe, Penn Live reported.

“We have seen with our 
own eyes the agitators that 
were in the crowd,” Mayor 
Danene Sorace said.

The police chief in Lancast-
er said they had “definite evi-
dence” of white supremacists 
carrying handguns and other 
weapons while wearing body 
armor at the protests.

Philadelphia removes controversial 
statue of ex-Mayor Frank Rizzo after 
protests

Newyorkbeacon.com

After years of vandal-
ism and calls for its 
removal, the hulking 

statue of Philadelphia’s late 
mayor and police commis-
sioner Frank Rizzo was re-
moved Tuesday by the city. 
Rizzo’s political career and 
heavy-handed police tactics in 
the late 1960s and ’70s were 
seen as racially polarizing and 
unfairly targeted minorities 
and people of color.

Philadelphia Mayor Jim 
Kenney, who ordered the stat-
ue’s removal late Tuesday night, 
called it a “deplorable monu-
ment to racism, bigotry, and po-
lice brutality for members of the 
Black community, the LGBTQ 
community, and many others.”

“The treatment of these 
communities under Mr. Riz-
zo’s leadership was among 
the worst periods in Philadel-

phia’s history,” Kenney said 
in a statement. “The battle for 
equal rights and justice is still 
being fought decades later, and 
our city is still working to erase 
that legacy.”

The massive 9-foot bronze 
statue, which depicted the for-
mer two-term mayor waving 
from the steps of the city’s 
Municipal Services Building 
across from City Hall, had 
been defaced during recent 
protests over the death of 
Black Minnesota man George 

Floyd, who died while in po-
lice custody.

Photos of the statue prior to 
its removal showed it covered 
in red and white paint, with 
“FTP” (short for “fuck the 
police”) written on its chest.

The statue was a gift to 
the city from Rizzo’s family, 
friends and supporters in 1998, 
according to the Association 
for Public Art. His supporters 
credited him with being tough 
on crime and bolstering work-
ing-class citizens.
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A new Civil War: Inside the 
Confederate Flag’s banning

Courtesy of the U.S. 
Marines

A prominent branch of the 
U.S. Armed Forces has 
taken aggressive action 

that calls for an early Ameri-
can symbol’s abolition, which 
many equate with white su-
premacy and the enslavement 
of Blacks.

The U.S. Marine Corps 
(USMC) is considered by mili-
tary experts to be the most elite 
division of America’s military. 
As the nation continues to 
suffer from rapidly-spreading 
rashes of race riots and vio-
lent protests, the USMC has 
enforced a controversial ban 
on the Confederate Flag. This 
menacing but truthful banner 
of American history used to 
be the official flag for the 
Southern states of America’s 
pre-Civil War Confederacy. 
All of these states were fiercely 
against the abolition of black 
slavery.

Leaders inside the North-
ern Union States of Amer-
ica’s pre-Civil War history 
were the initiators of the ab-
olitionist movement, which 
eventually outlawed slavery, 
unified the U.S. government, 

and ultimately destroyed the 
Confederacy’s slavery-depen-
dent infrastructure forever. 
However, unifying America’s 
national government by virtue 
of the Civil War came at a cost 
that was paid for in many lakes 
of blood. Seasoned historians 
have said casualty counts of 
one million are inaccurate 
underestimations.

Also, the Union victory 
over the Confederacy’s forces 
was not a route. The South’s 
pro-slavery soldiers nearly 
beat their anti-slavery ene-
mies in America’s bloodiest 
war. Despite not having the 
North’s sophisticated war ma-
chinery, the South’s brutal 
last punch before its narrow 
loss at the famous Battle of 
Gettysburg looked more like 
a Civil War stalemate than 

Confederate statue debate is 
reignited by George Floyd protests

By Aimee 
Ortiz and Johnny Diaz

As protests against rac-
ism and police violence 
spread across the na-

tion, demonstrators in at least 
six cities focused their anger 
on symbols of the Confedera-
cy, seizing the opportunity to 
mar statues and monuments 
that have ignited debate for 
years.

Many of the monuments 
were vandalized with spray 
paint; protesters tried to topple 
others from their bases. In re-
sponse, at least two cities this 
week have seen them removed 
from public spaces.

In Richmond, Va., this 
weekend, graffiti was scrawled 
on the headquarters of the 
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy, and the building also 
burned for a time. Statues 
of the Confederate generals 
J.E.B. Stuart, Stonewall Jack-
son and Robert E. Lee, all of 
which stand on the city’s Mon-
ument Avenue, were marked.

[Virginia governor plans to 
order Confederate Robert E. 
Lee statue to be removed.]

   In Norfolk, Va., on Sat-
urday, protesters climbed a 
15-foot figure of a Confeder-
ate soldier and spray-paint-
ed its base. In Charleston, 
S.C., “BLM,” for Black Lives 
Matter, and “Traitors” were 
spray-painted in red on the 
base of the Confederate De-
fenders of Charleston statue, 
erected in 1932. In North Caro-
lina, a Confederate monument 
at the State Capitol in Raleigh 
was marked with a black X.

And  in  B i rmingham, 

Ala., on Sunday, protesters 
spray-painted the Confederate 
Soldiers and Sailors Monu-
ment, a 52-foot-tall sandstone 
obelisk, and chipped at its 
base. Then, according to news 
reports, they tried to topple it.

Even as workers arrived 
to tidy up the destruction, the 
protests have freshened the 
conversation around the fate of 
these controversial memorials, 
many of which have been the 
subject of legal challenges, 
especially in the years since a 
deadly white nationalist rally 
in Charlottesville, Va., in 2017 
over the city’s plan to remove a 
statue of Lee.

In the weeks after Char-
lottesville, dozens of plaques, 
statues and other monuments 
to the Confederacy were chal-
lenged or removed from pub-
lic places across the country. 
Since then, there has been no 
unified plan for what to do 
with these landmarks. Some 
have been auctioned, moved, 
stored, covered or dismantled 
in recent years; others have re-
mained while legal challenges 
have played out or failed.

“The conversation has nev-

er really died,” said Lecia 
Brooks, outreach director at 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center in Montgomery, Ala.

The group has estimated 
that at least 138 Confeder-
ate symbols have been re-
moved from public spaces 
since 2015, when it started 
tracking them after a white 
supremacist killed nine black 
congregants at a church in 
Charleston, S.C.

“There has been a consis-
tent drive, primarily in the 
South, to remove these mon-
uments,” Ms. Brooks said. 
“They are a constant remind-
er of the dehumanization of 
African-Americans and the 
pushback against our civil and 
human rights.”

Confederate monuments 
that survived the protests are 
facing renewed scrutiny as pro-
testers, angered by the death of 
George Floyd in police custody 
in Minneapolis on May 25, 
have taken to the streets in 
at least 140 cities across the 
country.

A football coach in Murray, 
Ky., wrote a public letter to the 
town’s mayor on Tuesday ask-
ing for the removal of a statue 
of Lee — and offered to help 
take it down himself.

“I am a black male,” the 
coach, Sherman Neal II, wrote. 
“I am no longer willing to ac-
cept state-sponsored symbols 
of institutional racism in my 
community.”

In an interview, Mr. Neal 
said he wrote the letter because 
“you don’t get opportunities 
like this in history more than 
once in a lifetime to take action 
that can result in a change.”

Here’s what led to NYC’s first 
curfew in 75 years
By Dana Rubinstein and Jeffery C. Mays

It was still a few hours before New York City 
would fall under a historic curfew on Mon-
day night, but Mayor Bill de Blasio could 

already see that it was not working.
Demonstrators had been amassing for sev-

eral days to protest the police killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis. The 11 p.m. cutoff on 
Monday effectively pushed peaceful protesters 
off the streets, but it seemed to do little to deter 
those who looted large parts of Midtown Man-
hattan and a slice of the Bronx.

If anything, the curfew seemed to cause them 
to start earlier.

As a result, the mayor decided to move the 
start time of the curfew to 8 p.m., announc-
ing his decision in an interview on NY1. By 
Tuesday morning, Mr. de Blasio said he would 
extend that 8 p.m. curfew, New York City’s 
first since World War II, through Sunday night.

The decision to institute the curfew was 
laden with political and strategic consider-
ations, and once again opened a window into 
the fraught relationship between the mayor and 
his fellow Democrat, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo.

   But it also revealed the willingness of 
state and city leaders to consider extraordinary 
measures — a solution of some kind to a level 
of pandemonium on city streets that longtime 
New York leaders said had no recent parallel.

“There’s nobody alive today in law enforce-
ment — and I’ve been around since the late 
’60s — nobody has seen anything like this in 
this country,” said William J. Bratton, Mr. de 
Blasio’s first police commissioner.

Richard Ravitch, 86, a former New York 
State lieutenant governor, said that although 
there were riots in the 1960s, “it was nowhere 
near what was happening in New York City 
now.”

Sid Davidoff, now one of the city’s top lob-
byists, was a personal aide to Mayor John V. 
Lindsay the night the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated. Even that tragedy, he 
said, as well as the unrest it prompted, does not 
compare to what he is seeing today.

Protesters arrested after the 11 p.m. curfew 
in Times Square.Credit…Chang W. Lee/The 
New York Times

“It wasn’t as angry,” said Mr. Davidoff, 
who has also advised Mr. de Blasio. “It was 
mourning.”

It is not at all clear, however, if the earlier 
curfew will deter widespread crime or better 
empower the police to restore order to areas 
targeted by looters. Among the many doubters 
are Mr. Bratton, who described curfews as 
“symbolic,” and Donovan Richards, a Queens 
councilman who leads the City Council’s public 
safety committee. Mr. Richards worried that the 
curfew enforcement would fall most heavily on 
essential workers of color.

Trump administration 
officials to Black 
America: ‘Coronavirus 
pandemic is your fault’
In a CNN interview, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar attributed the 
high coronavirus death rate to unhealthy 
African Americans. Azar claimed that Black 
and minority communities have higher 
comorbidities like underlying health issues. 
“Unfortunately, the American population is 
very diverse,” Azar stated.

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent 
@StacyBrownMedia

According to a top offi-
cial in President Don-
ald Trump’s admin-

istration, the poor health of 

African Americans is the 
primary reason for the na-
tion’s devastatingly high 
coronavirus deaths.

As the president tepid-
ly tries to win Black voter 
support by touting his re-
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6 Atlanta officers 
charged after students 
pulled from car

Newyorkbeacon.com

ATLANTA (AP) — Six 
Atlanta police officers 
have been charged af-

ter a dramatic video showed 
authorities pulling two young 
people from a car during pro-
tests over the death of George 
Floyd, a prosecutor said Tues-
day.

Fulton County District 
Attorney Paul Howard an-
nounced the charges during a 
news conference.

“I feel a little safer now that 
these monsters are off the street 
and no longer able to terrorize 
anyone else,” said Messiah 
Young, who was dragged from 
the vehicle along with his girl-
friend, Taniyah Pilgrim, while 
they were caught in traffic.

The Saturday night incident 
first gained attention from vid-
eo online and on local news. 
Throughout, the couple can 

be heard screaming and asking 
officers what is happening.

  Two of the officers, In-
vestigator Ivory Streeter and 
Investigator Mark Gardner, 
were fired Sunday.

Streeter and Gardner are 
both charged with aggravat-
ed assault. Two others are 
also charged with aggravated 
assault, while one is charged 
with aggravated battery. Some 
of the officers are also charged 
with criminal damage to prop-
erty as well as pointing or 
aiming a gun.

Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance 
Bottoms said Pilgrim was re-
leased without charges. She 
said Young, was released, too, 
and she’s ordering the charges 
against him dropped. She didn’t 
specify what charges he faced. 
A police report says Young 
was charged with attempting to 
elude police and driving with a 
suspended license.

7 dead in Alabama shooting
Newyorkbeacon.com 
By Christine Hauser

Seven people were found 
shot dead in a house in 
northern Alabama late 

Thursday, and the authorities 
said they were searching for 
the person responsible early 
the next morning.

The Morgan County Sher-
iff’s Office said deputies and 
the police responded to an 
emergency call, reporting 
gunshots at about 11:20 p.m. 
on Thursday in Valhermoso 
Springs, near Huntsville, Ala. 
They found seven adults dead 
and began investigating the 
case as a homicide, the sher-
iff’s office said on Twitter.

The department said that there 
was “no immediate threat to the 
public in the area,” and that the 
crime scene unit of the nearby 
Madison County Sheriff’s Office 
and the F.B.I.’s violent crimes 
task force were assisting.

Mike Swafford, the spokes-
man for the sheriff’s office, 
said on Friday that the author-
ities believe that the shooting 
was carried out by at least 

one person who then fled the 
house.

“We do believe them to 
have left the area,” he said in 
a telephone interview. “We 
believe somebody came to this 
residence to do ill, did it, and 
then has left. We believe it is 
an isolated, and not a spree, 
killing.”

He said the authorities had 
not identified a suspect.

Mr. Swafford said that 
when the police arrived, they 
found a back bedroom of the 
house, a single-level, ranch-
style residence, on fire, but 
he said the fire was not being 

investigated as a cause of the 
deaths. The authorities entered 
through the garage, where they 
found three of the bodies, Mr. 
Swafford said. The cause of the 
fire was not known, he said.

He declined to say where 
the other bodies were found, 
and did not identify the vic-
tims.

Jeff Chunn, the Morgan 
County coroner, said the dead 
included four men and three 
women, and their relationship 
to one another was not imme-
diately clear. No one else was 
in the house when the author-
ities arrived, he said.

Joe Jackson’s granddaughter stabbed 
repeatedly by racist white neighbor

Newyorkbeacon.com

Jasmine Jackson, Joe Jack-
son’s granddaughter, is 
nursing stab wounds after 

her white neighbor stabbed 
her seven times, as reported 
by PageSix. According to 
Yasmine, the white woman 
began chasing her, and when 
she finally got hold of her, she 
started stabbing her because 
she’s a nigger.

The 25-year-old posted 
photos of her neck and face 
with wounds on Instagram to 
show the injuries. Yasmine 
was attacked near her Vegas 
apartment complex. She says if 
it weren’t for the good Samari-
tans who came to her rescue, it 
would have been worse. While 
she still can’t move her neck, 
she’s grateful to those who 
rescued her.

“I pray to God that if you 
have any kind of hatred in your 
heart towards Black people 
that you heal it,” Jackson’s 
caption read. “I didn’t deserve 
this, nobody does. Oh, and by 
the way, I’m still fucking proud 

to be Black.”
   According to Yasmine’s 

post on Instagram, the wom-
an was initially charged with 
felony battery with a deadly. 
However, she later updated the 
post, saying that the charges 
were adjusted to attempted 
murder, assault with a deadly 
weapon and a hate crime. The 
preliminary hearing is set to 
kick off this month.

Joh’Vonnie, Yasmine’s 
mother, was so saddened by 
the incident. She believes her 
daughter didn’t deserve this as 
she’s dedicated her life to help-
ing people serving as a nurse. 

Joh’Vonnie also posted Yas-
mine’s injuries on Instagram.

“My daughter has a good 
heart and has dedicated her 
time as a nurse to help others. 
She did not deserve this!” Yas-
mine’s mother wrote.

Source: 
The news was reported via 

a post on Yasmine’s IG page:

executive mansion as “Black 
Lives Matter Plaza”; protesters 
added the words “=Defund the 
police” in bright yellow paint.

Derek Chauvin, a white 
police officer, is charged with 
killing Floyd, a 46-year-old 
black man, during an arrest in 
Minneapolis.

Rioting there began less 
than a day later and quickly 
spread to other American cit-
ies. Clashes between police 
and protesters escalated quick-
ly in Washington.

Bowser’s order included a 
paint job on the pavement large 
enough to be seen from orbiting 
satellites, according to Planet 
Labs, a private imaging company.

“We’ve walked this path be-
fore, and will continue march-
ing on, hand in hand, elevating 
our voices, until justice and 
peace prevail,” Bowser said.

For members of Black 
Lives Matter DMV—the let-
ters refer to D.C., Maryland 
and Virginia, not the motor 
vehicles bureau—her gestures 
were not enough.

The group claimed respon-
sibility for adding the anti-po-
lice message to the road, which 
is technically still called 16th 
Street.

Saturday’s almost univeral-
ly nonviolent protests included 
a prayer service led by a man 
at a piano.

“When I see the civil rights 
movement, all those people 
were people of God,” Walcott 
told Zenger News. “As you 
can see behind me, people are 
being touched and transformed 
by the Holy Spirit.”“God, I see 
people who walk as activists 
in love and justice and mercy 
and humanity,” recent Prince-
ton University graduate Mikal 
Walcott prayed aloud. “God, 
would you set free people so 
that they may set free others?”

Behind him, two women 
who attended his service em-
braced and cried.

Others shoiuted louder and 
with less optimism.

Members of RefuseFas-
cism, a project of the Revo-
lutionary Communist Party 
USA, shouted “Fuck Trump! 
No KKK! No fascist USA!”

Activists demand D.C. 
‘Defund’ police amid 
peaceful protests

From page 2

a decisive Northern victory. 
Over the ages, memories of old 
Confederacy might linger with 
proud rebel songs like “The 
South Will Rise Again.”

Today’s USMC knows this 
and that is why they have 
enforced a ban on all its mili-
tary bases during today’s race 
riots. Though its ban is largely 
a symbolic act enforced to 
appease loud civilian voices 
of victimization, the USMC 

released a seriously-toned 
statement. This expressed the 
military branch’s will to let 
today’s pro-slavery sympathiz-
ers know that a massive unit 
equipped with overwhelming 
force is watching them.

“The Confederate battle flag 
has all too often been co-opted 
by violent extremists and racist 
groups whose divisive beliefs 
have no place in our Corps. This 
presents a threat to our core 
values, unit cohesion, security, 
and good order and discipline. 

This must be addressed,” read 
the USMC’s statement.

The USMC is the first and 
only branch of America’s 
Armed Forces to impose its 
ideological stance in today’s 
times; an era in which the 
nation continues to be under 
an extremely dangerous and 
growing threat posed by well-
armed racist groups.

Black America’s time for 
being on the sidelines of a 
looming military fight for its 
right to exist is running out.

A new Civil War: Inside the 
Confederate Flag’s banning

From page 3
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6 Editorial
Obama’s popularity continues to rise amid Trump’s rhetoric
“The inepter Trump 
becomes; the more 
people will forget 
what they didn’t like 
about Obama. And for 
those of us who loved 
Obama, seeing Trump 
mess up ten times a 
day really drives our 
appreciation for 44 
home even further,” 
New York resident 
Alicia Butler stated.

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent

With unrestrained vitriol 
and the stunning lack of leader-
ship emanating from the White 
House on an almost daily ba-
sis, the ever-rising popularity 
of former President Barack 
Obama is unmistakable.

The media and most of the 
American public hang on every 
word and watch every move 
Obama makes – many openly 
pining for the 44th president to 
“do something,” “do anything,” 
to provide some sense of nor-
malcy and a renewed dignity 
to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

“Overall, most liberals I 
know loved President Obama 
because he was eloquent and 

thoughtful. I think he’s ex-
tremely popular right now be-
cause Trump has pretty much 
failed in every way possible – 
especially on the points where 
he said he could and would 
do things better than Obama 
did,” New York resident Alicia 
Butler told NNPA Newswire.

“The inepter Trump becomes; 
the more people will forget what 
they didn’t like about Obama. 
And for those of us who loved 
Obama, seeing Trump mess up 
ten times a day really drives our 
appreciation for 44 home even 
further,” Butler stated.

Many others expressed 
similar sentiments.

In Obama’s first four years, 
he bailed out the auto industry 
saving several thousands of 
jobs, and the auto industry 
repaid the loan.

He tightened up credit re-
quirements to curtail predatory 
lending practices, which was 
the main reason the country 
went into the Great Recession, 
stated Kevin Darné, an author 
whose books have included 
“My Cat Won’t Bark! (A Re-
lationship Epiphany).”

“Obama got the Affordable 
Care Act passed which brought 
the number of 46.5 million 
un-insureds down to 27 mil-
lion by 2016, and the stock 
market rebounded, and job 

growth increased monthly, and 
he also won the Nobel Peace 
Prize,” Darné stated, adding 
that Obama repealed “Don’t 
ask don’t tell” in the military, 
supported federal recognition 
of same-sex marriage, and 
protected Dreamers from de-
portation.

“His quick response to Hur-
ricane Sandy drew praise from 
Republican governors, Chris 
Christie of New Jersey and 
Bob McDonnell of Virginia, 
who killed Osama Bin Laden, 
the person responsible for the 
9-11 attacks in 2001.”

Darné also pointed out that 
Obama effectively managed 
the Ebola crisis. At the same 
time, Trump has only repeated 
his mantra of building a wall, 

gutting Obamacare, and han-
dling the COVID-19 crisis less 
than stellar, he said.

“He routinely lies and 
blames the Obama admin-
istration for every issue that 
arises. The main goal of Don-
ald Trump appears to be to 
dismantle every signature 
achievement Barack Obama 
had,” Darné said of the im-
peached Trump.

Obama’s popularity led his 
being named history’s most 
popular American president.

Presumptive Democratic 
Presidential Nominee and for-
mer Obama Vice President Joe 
Biden have publicly stated that 
he would love to have former 
First Lady Michelle Obama as 
his running mate.

T h e  “ C o m m i t t e e  t o 
Draft Michelle Obama for 
VP” is working to build “sub-
stantial grassroots support for a 
potential Michelle Obama can-
didacy and help garner media 
attention for a vice-presidential 
nominee who has the power to 
beat Donald Trump,” accord-
ing to the group’s press release.

“Ms. Obama, the most ad-
mired woman in America, will 
be a vital asset this November 
when Vice President Biden will 
face an uphill battle to combat 
the lies and deceit emanating 
from the White House,” said 

the statement released Monday.
“Her credibility as a trusted 

leader and a strong symbol of 
unity within the Democratic 
Party would certainly help 
Democrats defeat Republicans 
up and down the ballot.”

Tina Willis, a personal inju-
ry attorney at Tina Willis Law, 
said she cried when Obama 
left office. She said she didn’t 
agree with every decision 
Obama made while in office, 
but she never doubted that he 
held the best of intentions for 
all Americans.

“He was smart and em-
pathetic, surrounded himself 
with the best advisors and 
team members, and always did 
his absolute best to both bring 
people together and do the 
right thing for everyone in the 
country,” Willis stated.

“I would say that Trump 
is so awful, on every level, 
increased my appreciation 
for Obama. But my feelings 
toward Trump didn’t increase 
my admiration of Obama. I 
always thought he was the best 
president that I’ve seen during 
my lifetime. I really wish Mi-
chelle Obama would become 
the vice president, although I 
definitely don’t blame her for 
not wanting to face all of the 
bad that comes with a high 
political office in this country.”

The murder of George Floyd was a lynching in broad daylight

By Jesse Jackson Sr.

Three police officers stood 
and watched as a fourth, 
Derek Chauvin, knelt on 

Floyd’s neck. They watched for 
8 minutes and 46 seconds, with 
Floyd unresponsive for 2 minutes 
and 53 seconds of that, according 
to the criminal complaint against 
Chauvin. They did nothing to 
stop the murder. Their silence 
was as much an act of violence as 
Chauvin’s knee. And if there were 
no video recording of the murder, 
they likely would have upheld the 
Code Blue loyalty, and lied about 
what happened.

Floyd’s murder sparked 
peaceful demonstrations in cities 
across the country, demonstra-
tions that, in Minneapolis and a 
few other places, turned toward 
riots. Chauvin and his co-con-
spirators weren’t immediately 
arrested for the murder. Had 
Floyd, an African American, done 
this to a white person, he likely 
would have been jailed imme-
diately, with a bond too high to 

reach. For too long, for too often, 
African Americans have been 
brutalized without consequence. 
Floyd’s plea for mercy — “I 
can’t breathe” — was an echo of 
Eric Garner’s last words. Laquan 
McDonald, Tamir Rice, Trayvon 
Martin, too often the killers walk 
free.

The signs say Black Lives 
Matter. Yet the very people who 
are supposed to protect us too 
often, in too many places, don’t 
seem to agree. Instead of ac-
countability, police have been 
given impunity. There were 17 
complaints filed against Chauvin 
in his 19 years on the force. Only 
one resulted in even a reprimand. 
Too few of the police live in the 
communities they patrol. Too 
many see themselves as enforc-
ers, not protectors. There are only 
a few bad apples, we are told.

But the Code Blue wall of 
silence protects the abusers, and 
too often rots the entire barrel. 
Young officers learn that if they 
want to advance, if they want 
better assignments, better pay, 
more security, they have to fit in. 
And the rot keeps spreading. The 
demonstrations are necessary. 
The rioting understandable but 
regrettable. Already, the damage 
done to property, the exchanges 
with the police becomes the 
subject, not the agenda that is 
necessary to focus on the out-
breaks of rage that are inevitable. 
“In the final analysis, the riot is 
the language of the unheard,” 
Dr. King taught us, “What is it 
that America has failed to hear?” 

In the last years of the Obama 
administration, peaceful Black 
Lives Matter demonstrations oc-
curred in cities across the country.

In a stunning display of dis-
cipline and self-control, demon-
strators protested police brutality 
and murders peacefully, shutting 
down major thoroughfares. The 
Obama administration began 
an effort to encourage police 
reform. The sentence dispari-
ties between crack and cocaine 
— the “black” drug and the 
“white drug” — were reduced. 
Transfers of military weaponry 
to police forces were restricted. 
The Obama Justice Department 
entered into a series of consent 
decrees with more than a dozen 
police departments to encourage 
them to change their practices — 
to become more a guardian than 
an occupier.

The consent decrees couldn’t 
root out racism, or dismiss the 
sadistic or the disturbed, but 
they could encourage a change 
in tactics, and perhaps in atti-
tudes. When Trump was elected, 
he immediately torpedoed the 
reforms, and terminated the con-
sent decrees. He reopened the 
spigot on military weaponry and 
encouraged the police directly to 
get tough with offenders. Last 
October, Bob Kroll, the president 
of the Minneapolis Police Union, 
appeared at a Trump rally to cele-
brate the president for freeing the 
police from the mild reforms of 
the Obama years.

“The Obama administration 
and the handcuffing and oppres-

sion of police was despicable,” 
he told the crowd. “The first 
thing President Trump did when 
he took office was turn that 
around, letting the cops do their 
job, put the handcuffs on the 
criminals instead of us.” Those 
trumpeting law and order offer 
African Americans neither. Those 
peaceful protests were met with 
harsh reaction. The voices were 
not heard. And now, Minneapo-
lis is in flames and the streets of 
America’s cities are filled with 
protesters. What America has 
failed to hear — decade after de-
cade — is the demand for equal 
justice under the law, the demand 
for equal opportunity, the call 
for basic rights — not only for 
African Americans but for all 
— the rights to a livable wage, 
decent housing, health care, a safe 
environment, a protective, not a 
dangerous police force.

The suffering is real; the 
gap documented over and over, 
most recently as poverty, hun-
ger and illness makes African 
Americans disproportionately 
the victims of the coronavi-
rus. This isn’t complicated. The 
solutions are known. From the 
Kerner Commission in 1968 on, 
the analyses have been done; the 
needed reforms detailed — and 
shelved. There is money enough 
for top-end tax cuts, for bailing 
out banks and CEOs, for waging 
endless wars across the world. 
There is never enough money to 
fund the gap. And so the anger 
and frustration build, kindling 
ready to ignite. And time after 

time, an act of outrageous police 
brutality sets the kindling aflame. 
The demonstrators are showing 
courage. We’ve also seen, in a 
few cities, police leaders show 
real leadership and wisdom. I 
pray that all also show caution.

We demonstrate not only 
against the threat of Code Blue, 
but in the time of COVID-19. 
Masks, social distancing, care 
for one another are vital so the 
demonstrations for life don’t end 
up sacrificing lives to the virus. 
In the midst of a pandemic, some 
march in the hope that America 
will listen. Some march without 
hope but because silence is no 
longer acceptable. Yes, Minne-
apolis needs to charge, try and 
convict the murderer and his 
accomplices. Yes, the Minneap-
olis police force needs to cleanse 
itself, inside and out. America too 
needs to listen and to change. We 
will come together, or we will 
surely come apart.
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Mass extinctions are accelerating, 
scientists report

By Rachel Nuwer

We are in the midst of 
a mass extinction, 
many scientists have 

warned — this one driven 
not by a catastrophic natural 
event, but by humans. The 
unnatural loss of biodiversity 
is accelerating, and if it con-
tinues, the planet will lose vast 
ecosystems and the necessities 
they provide, including fresh 
water, pollination, and pest and 
disease control.

On Monday, there was more 
bad news: We are racing faster 
and closer toward the point 
of collapse than scientists 
previously thought, according 
to research published in the 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. The 
extinction rate among ter-
restrial vertebrate species is 
significantly higher than prior 
estimates, and the critical 

window for preventing mass 
losses will close much sooner 
than formerly assumed — in 
10 to 15 years.

“We’re eroding the capabil-
ities of the planet to maintain 
human life and life in gener-
al,” said Gerardo Ceballos, 
an ecologist at the National 
Autonomous University of 
Mexico and lead author of the 
new study.

The current rate of extinc-
tions vastly exceeds those that 
would occur naturally, Dr. 
Ceballos and his colleagues 
found. Scientists know of 
543 species lost over the last 
100 years, a tally that would 
normally take 10,000 years to 
accrue.

   “In other words, every 
year over the last century 
we lost the same number of 
species typically lost in 100 
years,” Dr. Ceballos said.

If nothing changes, about 

500 more terrestrial vertebrate 
species are likely to go extinct 
over the next two decades 
alone, bringing total losses 
equivalent to those that would 
have taken place naturally over 
16,000 years.

To determine how many 
species are on the brink of 
extinction, Dr. Ceballos and 
co-authors Paul Ehrlich, a con-
servation biologist at Stanford 
University, and Peter Raven, 
an environmentalist at the Mis-
souri Botanical Garden, turned 
to population data for 29,400 
terrestrial vertebrate species 
compiled by the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature.

Of those species, 515 — or 
1.7 percent — are critically 
endangered, they found, with 
fewer than 1,000 individuals 
remaining. About half of these 
species comprise fewer than 
250 individuals.

Musicians playing through the 
lockdown, to one listener at a time

By Patrick Kingsley

Newyorkbeacon.com
Patrick Kingsley, an 

international correspon-
dent, and Laetitia Vancon, 
a photojournalist, are driv-
ing more than 3,700 miles 
to explore the reopening of 
the European continent after 
coronavirus lockdowns. Read 
all their dispatches.

STUTTGART, Germany — 
Atop a hill beside a vineyard, 
a woman sat down a few yards 
from a stranger holding a dou-
ble bass. She sat in silence for a 
minute, trying to hold his gaze.

It was hard looking him in 
the eye. She had spent weeks 
staring at screens, largely in 
isolation. Human contact felt 
intense, strange. After 30 or 
40 seconds, she glanced away.

   But then the musician 
raised his bow. The air began 
to hum with the deep chords 
of the instrument. She began 
to relax.

He had picked a version 
of an English folk song — an 
adaptation of “Greensleeves.” 
She realized what it was, and 
its origins. In her reverie, it felt 
like an homage to her time in 

England, where she had spent 
part of her life

She suddenly felt over-
whelmed.

During two months of lock-
down, her amateur choir prac-
tices had been canceled. A con-
cert she’d planned to see had 
been postponed. But here on a 
hill above Stuttgart, a virtuoso 
musician was playing a piece 
— and only Claudia Brusdey-
lins, a 55-year-old publicist for 

a renewable energy research 
group, could hear it.

“I just felt recognized,” Ms. 
Brusdeylins said later.

To circumvent the restric-
tions enforced on society by 
the pandemic, cultural insti-
tutions have mostly turned to 
the internet. Museums have 
held online panels, theaters 
have streamed plays on their 
websites, and orchestras have 
uploaded their back catalogs.

#WendysIsOverParty 
trends after Wendy’s 
donates $400,000 to Trump

Newyorkbeacon.com

The fast-food chain Wen-
dy’s is now being can-
celed after social media 

users find out that the CEO 
donated over $400,000 to Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

UCOMM blog reports that 
Trump met with CEOs from 
big fast-food corporations and 
restaurant chains that he relies 
heavily on to help him with 
his presidency.  As stated on 
the blog, the meeting included 
the CEOs from Panera, Burger 
King, Popeyes, Wendy’s, Taco 
Bell, and Pizza Hut.

   “According to FEC re-
cords, Bodenstedt is a major 
donor to Trump, having do-
nated $440,000, including 
$200,000 to the Trump Victory 
PAC on March 12, just days 
before states began shutting 

down in-person dining.”
Other major restaurants 

have donated like the CEO of 
Landry’s which owns other 
brands like Bubba Gump, Del 
Frisco’s, and Joe’s Crab Shack.

Zuckerberg defends 
approach to Trump’s 
Facebook posts
In a call with 
Facebook employees, 
who have protested 
the inaction on Mr. 
Trump’s messages, 
Mr. Zuckerberg said 
his decision was 
“pretty thorough.”

The New York Times 
By Mike Isaac, Cecilia 

Kang and Sheera Frenkel

SAN FRANCISCO — 
Mark Zuckerberg, Face-
book’s chief executive, on 

Tuesday stood firmly behind 
his decision not to do anything 
about President Trump’s in-
flammatory posts on the social 
network, saying that he had 
made a “tough decision” but 
that it “was pretty thorough.”

In a question-and-answer 
session with employees con-
ducted over video chat soft-
ware, Mr. Zuckerberg sought 
to justify his position, which 
has led to fierce internal dis-
sent. The meeting, which had 
been scheduled for Thursday, 
was moved up to Tuesday after 
hundreds of employees pro-
tested the inaction by staging a 
virtual “walkout” on Monday.

Facebook’s principles and 
policies supporting free speech 
“show that the right action 

where we are right now is to 
leave this up,” Mr. Zuckerberg 
said on the call referring to Mr. 
Trump’s posts. The audio of 
the employee call was heard 
by The New York Times.

Mr. Zuckerberg said that 
though he knew many people 
would be upset with Facebook, 
a policy review backed up his 
decision. He added that after 
he made his determination, 
he received a phone call from 
President Trump on Friday.

“I used that opportunity to 
make him know I felt this post 
was inflammatory and harm-
ful, and let him know where we 
stood on it,” Mr. Zuckerberg 
told Facebook employees. But 
though he voiced displeasure 
to the president, he reiterated 
that Mr. Trump’s message did 
not break the social network’s 
guidelines.

The Facebook chief held 
firm even as the pressure on 
him to rein in Mr. Trump’s 
messages intensified. Civil 
rights groups said late Monday 
after meeting with Mr. Zuck-
erberg and Sheryl Sandberg, 
Facebook’s chief operating 
officer, that it was “totally con-
founding” that the company 
was not taking a tougher stand 
on Mr. Trump’s posts, which 
are often aggressive and have 
heightened tensions over pro-
tests on police violence in 
recent days.

Several Facebook employ-
ees have resigned over the lack 
of action, with one publicly 
saying the company would 
end up “on the wrong side 
of history.” And protesters 
showed up late Monday to Mr. 
Zuckerberg’s residential neigh-
borhood in Palo Alto, Calif., 
and also headed toward the 
social network’s headquarters 
in nearby Menlo Park.

Photo credit by Laetitia Vancon
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cord with Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) and prison reform, 
Trump and his top lieutenants 
continue to alienate African 
Americans.

In  a  CNN in te rv iew, 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar attribut-
ed the high coronavirus death 
rate to unhealthy African 
Americans.

Azar claimed that Black 
and minority communities 
have higher comorbidities 
like underlying health issues.

“Unfortunately, the Amer-
ican population is very di-
verse,” Azar stated.

“[America] is a population 
with significant unhealthy 
comorbidities that do make 
many individuals in our com-
munities,” he presumed.

“In particular, African 
American, minority commu-
nities – are at risk here be-
cause of significant underly-
ing disease, health disparities 
and disease comorbidities. 
And that is an unfortunate 
legacy in our health care 
system that we certainly do 
need to address,” Azar pro-
nounced.

The interview occurred 
immediately after Trump 
again attacked former Presi-
dent Barack Obama – the na-
tion’s only African American 
president.

Trump accused Obama 
of unjustly targeting his as-
sociates in what he calls 
“Obamagate,” and he called 
on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to haul in Obama to 
testify in hearings about the 
origins of the investigation 
into Russian meddling in the 
2016 presidential election.

However, Trump has yet to 
explain what crime he thinks 
Obama had committed.

The administration’s rhet-
oric left social media users 
angered. “This whole Trump 
team is worse than worth-
less,” one Twitter use wrote, 
while many others noted 
in their commentaries that 
“Racism is non-stop in The 
Trump administration.”

“Blaming the 80,000+ 
human beings who have been 
killed by Covid-19 for their 
fate “is the most disgusting 
deflection yet from an admin-
istration that was asleep at 
the switch,” Laurence Tribe, 
a legal scholar and Harvard 
Law professor, tweeted.

“This whole Trump team 
is worse than worthless.”

Several reports indicate 
that minority communities 
have been disproportionately 

affected by the coronavirus.
According to statistics, 

as of May 1, African Amer-
icans made up 32 percent 
of the coronavirus deaths in 
Wisconsin, even though they 
only make up 6.7 percent of 
the population.

Places  l ike  Michigan 
and Missouri, where Afri-
can Americans account for 
roughly 40 percent of coro-
navirus deaths, comprise just 
14 percent and 12 percent of 
the population, respectively.

There are more than 1.87 
million confirmed cases of 
the novel coronavirus in the 
United States, and more than 
108,000 people have died in 
the U.S. Reportedly, more 
than 20 percent of the deaths 
are African Americans de-
spite the Black population 
standing at roughly 13 per-
cent.

“I don’t believe [Trump] 
likes or respects Black or 
brown people from his treat-
ment and comments of His-
panics, caging children and 
babies, and the way he’s treat-
ed Puerto Rico and throwing 
paper towels at people during 
the Hurricane,” Carol Gee, 
author of “The Venus Chron-
icles,” and “If Men are from 
Mars, Women are from Ve-
nus,” told NNPA Newswire 
in an email.

“All of his remarks and 
actions toward nonwhites tell 
the real story,” Gee stated. 
“His movement to attract 
Black voters is only about 
winning the re-election. His 
prison reform and the release 
of [certain] black women, 
and his supposed embrace 
of Kanye West, is all just for 
show.”

Attempts to get a com-
ment from the White House 
by the Black Press of Amer-
ica were met with a usual no 
response.

NNPA Newswire has re-
peatedly reached out to the 
White House requesting the 
President, Vice President 
Mike Pence, and top adminis-
tration staff to provide direct 
messages to Black America.

White House officials have 
responded by only asking that 
the NNPA report favorably 
on Trump-backed initiatives 
they believe is proof enough 
that Trump has done a lot for 
African Americans.

“I’ll tell you what Trump 
has done,” Dominick Carter, 
an HBCU student, told NNPA 
Newswire in an email. “He’s 
dangled carrots and thrown 
out breadcrumbs and thinks 
we should be grateful. That 
we should be happy that mas-
ter has fed the slaves today.”

HealthFrom page 2

From page 3

Mental health, police 
brutality and Black people

By Glenn Ellis

Have you ever put any 
real attention on the 
mental health issues 

in African Americans asso-
ciated with police brutality? 
The data is compelling, and 
indisputable.

If anyone has any doubt 
about the magnitude of what 
is happening, the case was laid 
out by Radley Balko of the 
Washington Post:

“A 2017 NPR/Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation poll found 
that half of blacks said they 
had been unfairly stopped by 
a police officer. About 6 in 10 
said they or a family member 
had. That means that if you 
know two black people, one 
of them feels they’ve been 
treated unfairly by police. 
Philando Castile, a legal gun 
owner who was shot and killed 
during a traffic stop despite 
by-the-book obedience, had 
previously been pulled over 
more than 50 times for petty 
traffic violations…According 
to a 2015 YouGov/Huffington 
Post poll, 74 percent of black 
parents had cautioned their 
children to be cautious around 
police, versus 32 percent of 
white parents. A 2016 Pew 
poll found that 7 in 10 white 
people thought police usually 
use the right amount of force, 
versus just 1 in 3 black people. 
A 2017 Pew poll asked police 
officers if the high-profile 
police killings of black people 
were isolated incidents or part 
of a more systemic problem...”

Bottom line? White people 
in this country enjoy a privilege 
(other than just being white) 
that we can’t fathom: police 
brutality is an afterthought in 
their lives, and the lives of their 
sons and daughters.

So, right now, many of 
you are wondering, what does 
this have to do with mental 
health? Well, you’ll proba-
bly be as surprised as I was 
when I met Jacob Bor, a 
UPENN School of Public 
Health researcher. Dr. Bor 
(and colleagues) did some 
groundbreaking, eye-opening 
research in 2018.

Let me give my understand-
ing of what the study reveals.

If anyone (of any ethnicity 
or race) has a son who is killed 
by the police, it is has a trau-
matic impact on his survivors; 
his family, his friends, his 
neighbors; in fact, everyone 
who knew him.

Looking at it another way, 
this says that when any black 
person sees, or hears about, a 
black male killed by police, 
they experience “collective 
trauma”. But wait, it gets bet-
ter; the same thing does not 
hold true for white people!

First, we should understand 
that trauma is simply the im-
pact on a person form an event 
or injury.

Collective trauma is what 
happens when this impact is 
felt by an entire group of peo-
ple, or a community; or even 
a nation. The events following 
the 9/11 terrorist bombings left 
this country in what would 
be considered an example of 
collective trauma.

So, you see folks, what we 
are witnessing is an example 
of “collective trauma”. As an 
African American community 
in this country, each one of 
us has carried the burdens of 
structural racism throughout 
our respective lifetimes that 
our shared experiences that 
has formed a shared emotional 
bond with every other black 
person in this country.

The effect on the overall 
mental health of African Amer-
icans is enormous! African 
Americans suffer more poor 
mental health days from police 
killings of unarmed African 
Americans than from diabetes.

This study shows that wit-
nessing or hearing about vio-
lence, alone, does not account 
for mental health impact. In-
stead, it is clear that only 
African Americans experience 
this “collective trauma” fol-
lowing police killings of other 
unarmed African Americans, 
only because of the shared ex-
periences of structural racism.

What I found fascinating 
was that not only did the study 
find that the same thing didn’t 
when whites saw unarmed 
blacks (or whites) killed by 
police, African Americans 
don’t experience this collective 
trauma when the police killed 
and armed black (white) man!

All in all, the point of this 
column is the provide some 
contextual framework for un-
derstanding the sense of range 
and pain many African Amer-
icans are filling at this time.

You could say that we 
reached our “collective tip-
ping point”.

Brother George Floyd was 
the drop of water that caused 
our collective glass to over-
flow, resulting in a collective 
outrage that none of us have 
seen before. The generations 
of trauma from the pain and 
sufferings of our Ancestors, 
that we each carry with us, just 
reached its’ tipping point.

To the outside observer, 
don’t judge our story by the 
chapter you walked in on. As 
my dear friend Terrie Williams 
said in the title of her book: 
Black Pain: It Just Looks Like 
We’re Not Hurting.

Like many of you, I have 
been inundated by some 
well-intentioned people, won-
dering what they can do.

I point them to the facts 
and the evidence. In the con-
clusions of his study, Dr. Bor 
states, “efforts to reduce health 
disparities should explicitly 
target structural racism.”

Remember, I’m not a doc-
tor. I just sound like one. Take 
good care of yourself and live 
the best life possible!

The information included 
in this column is for educa-
tional purposes only. I do 
not dispense medical advice 
or prescribe the use of any 
technique as a replacement 
form of treatment for physical, 
mental or medical problems by 
your doctor either directly or 
indirectly.

Glenn Ellis, is a Harvard 
Medical School Research 
Bioethics Fellow and author 
of Which Doctor?, and In-
formation is the Best Med-
icine. Ellis is an active me-
dia contributor on Health 
Equity and Medical Ethics. 
For more good health informa-
tion visit: www.glennellis.com

Trump administration 
officials to Black 
America: ‘Coronavirus 
pandemic is your fault’



9

B
E

A
C

O
N

, June 11 – June 17, 2020 new
yorkbeacon.com

International
Desecration of priceless forests in 
Sierra Leone halted by coronavirus

(GIN) –

The crashing economies 
in Asia have been a 
blessing – if temporary–

to the endangered forests of 
Sierra Leone – particularly the 
tall stands of redwood trees, 
prized for their beauty, their 
rich mahogany color and their 
high quality for furniture.

  The illegal trade in the 
wood is one of the world’s 
most lucrative businesses, 
and affects much of Southeast 
Asia and parts of Africa and 
South America. When demand 
started to increase in West 
Africa around 2010, exports 
went from basically zero to 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in just a few years.

  Over the last decade, about 
US$9 billion in rosewood 
was imported into China, and 
this accounts only for wood 
officially listed as rosewood, 
which excludes many species 
sold as ‘rosewood’ but not 
recorded as such.

  But now the contraction 
in the Chinese economy has 
paused the illegal logging in 
the Outamba-Kilimi national 
park–more than 1,100 square 
km of park protected by 27 
unarmed rangers.

  “No Chinese men are com-
ing here anymore, and they’re 

the only people to come here 
and help us by buying what 
we cut,” said Ishmael Sessay, 
who has been harvesting tim-
ber from Sierra Leone’s oldest 
park since last year.

  Logging for domestic use 
is allowed, but the government 
says logging in the park goes 
far beyond what is needed to 
satisfy home demand, and it 
does not have the resources 
to stop it.

  “I feel pain in my heart 
when I see this forest cut,” said 
Musa Kamara, who worked 
as a ranger in the park from 
1981 to 2018. “This sickness 
is the only thing keeping them 

away.”
  In a related development, 

Nigeria is facing life without 
oil revenue as oil prices, now 
around $20 a barrel, have al-
ready skidded to the zero point.

  ”Global efforts to fight 
the spread of coronavirus 
have driven oil prices to low 
that they no longer cover the 
cost of pumping barrels… let 
alone providing the govern-
ment with crucial cash,” wrote 
Bloomberg news wire.

  Nigerian environmental-
ists should cheer this develop-
ment. Their slogan has been 
“Keep the oil in the soil, keep 
the coal in the hole.”

Mexico’s leftist leader rejects big 
spending to ease virus’s sting

By Azam Ahmed 
newyorkbeacon.com

People were losing jobs 
by the tens of thousands, 
they warned. Small and 

medium-size companies, 
which employ more than 70 
percent of the Mexican work 
force, were running out of 
cash. The government needed 
to intervene, they argued. The 
data was irrefutable.

“ I  have  o the r  da ta , ” 
shrugged the president, Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador, ac-
cording to two businesspeople 

with direct knowledge of that 
conversation in April. “You do 
whatever you think you need 
to do, and I’ll do what I need 
to do.”

Across the globe, govern-
ments have rushed to pump 
cash into flailing economies, 
hoping to stave off the pan-
demic’s worst financial fallout.

They have mustered tril-
lions of dollars for stimulus 
measures to keep companies 
afloat and employees on the 
payroll. The logic: When the 
pandemic finally passes, econ-
omies will not have to start 

from scratch to bounce back.
In Mexico, no such rescue 

effort has come. The pandem-
ic could lead to an economic 
reckoning worse than anything 
Mexico has seen in perhaps a 
century. More jobs were lost 
in April than were created in 
all of 2019. A recent report 
by a government agency said 
as many as 10 million people 
could fall into poverty this 
year.

Yet most economists esti-
mate that Mexico will increase 
spending only slightly — by 
less than 1 percent of its econ-
omy — a small amount com-
pared with many large nations.

The reason? Critics and 
supporters agree: Mr. López 
Obrador.

Hostile toward bailouts, 
loath to take on public debt 
and deeply mistrustful of most 
business leaders, Mexico’s 
president has opted largely to 
sit tight despite what is expect-
ed to be widespread pain up 
and down the economic ladder.

“The government should 
help the private sector as much 
as it can, otherwise our gross 
domestic product could drop 
as much as 10 percent, which 
would be a disaster,” said Car-
los M. Urzúa, a former minis-
ter of finance under Mr. López 
Obrador.

Pope Francis condemns 
death of George Floyd

Rome (CNN)

Pope Francis has called 
the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of 

US police officers “tragic” and 
said he is praying for him and 
“all those others who have lost 
their lives as a result of the sin 
of racism.”

After an eighth night of pro-
tests across the United States, 
Francis addressed Floyd’s 
death during his weekly An-
gelus prayer at the Vatican on 
Wednesday.

“Dear brothers and sisters 
in the United States, I have 
witnessed with great concern 
the disturbing social unrest in 
your nation in these past days, 
following the tragic death of 
Mr. George Floyd,” Francis 
said.

“My friends, we cannot toler-
ate or turn a blind eye to racism 
and exclusion in any form and 
yet claim to defend the sacred-
ness of every human life.

“At the same time, we have 
to recognize that the violence 
of recent nights is self-de-
structive and self-defeating. 
Nothing is gained by violence 
and so much is lost,” he urged.

CNN Senior Vatican Ana-
lyst John Allen said it is “rel-
atively rare” for the Pope to 
mention a specific person by 
name. A Vatican spokesperson 
told CNN it was a “special 
appeal.”

Yemen’s hidden migrants risk 
conflict and coronavirus in 
fight for survival

Newyorkbeacon

Yellow and purple head-
scarves and patterned 
dresses made a jarring 

contrast with the camouflage 
uniforms worn by soldiers 
milling around a bullet-ridden 
checkpoint in the southern 
Yemeni city of Aden.

It was 8am, and the sun 
was already hot. The family 
of six – four women and two 
men from Ethiopia, across the 
Red Sea – had already walked 
eight miles (13km) so far that 
morning. They stopped to ask 
the soldiers for water before 
continuing on their journey.

“We didn’t know about the 
fighting in Yemen before we 
came on the boat last night,” 
said one of the group, Abdul 
Saleh Tayeb. “But we are look-
ing for money. We have to go 
to Saudi Arabia.” They still had 
around 1,000 miles (1,400km) 
through disputed territories, 
mountain passes and scorching 
desert to go.

  The Guardian met Tayeb 
and his family during a visit to 
Yemen last September, swap-
ping contact details, although 
their phone number has not 

worked since then. The family 
are some of the around 138,000 
people from the Horn of Afri-
ca who made the dangerous 
journey across the Red Sea to 
Yemen last year in the hope of 
reaching the Gulf states and 
finding employment.

According to the Interna-
tional Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM), as Europe 
has cracked down on routes 
over the Mediterranean from 
Turkey and Libya, the journey 
to Yemen is now the busiest 
maritime migration route in 
the world. Young men in an 
Aden park told the Guardian 
they paid 15,000 Ethiopian birr 
(£354) for the journey.

Almost none of the new 
arrivals from Ethiopia and 
Somalia know that war has 
raged in Yemen for the least 
five years, impeding their on-
ward journey, or that torture 
and rape could await them at 
the hands of smugglers and 
traffickers. Now, aid agen-
cies are warning that funding 
shortfalls and cuts and the 
spread of coronavirus in the 
country leaves Yemen’s hidden 
migrant population even more 
vulnerable.
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10 Culture
Floyd Mayweather is 
paying for all four of 
George Floyd’s funerals

Newyorkbeacon.com

The tragic death of George 
Floyd has sparked mas-
sive protests all across 

the United States and overseas, 
with many celebrities express-
ing their feelings about it in 
one way or another. Some have 
joined the marches, others have 
shown their anger online, and 
a few have donated money to 
bail out protesters who’ve been 
arrested. Floyd Mayweather is 
showing his support by paying 
for Floyd’s funeral costs.

Floyd, a Black man, died on 
May 25 after Derek Chauvin, 
who’s white, knelt on Floyd’s 
neck for nearly nine minutes 
during an arrest by him and 
three other Minneapolis police 
officers. All four were fired, 
and Chauvin was charged 

with third-degree murder and 
second-degree manslaughter.

Mayweather spoke with 
Hollywood Unlocked about 
his kind gesture and said he 
was troubled that Chauvin’s 
charges weren’t more severe, a 
feeling that many others have 
shared.

He decided to pay for the 
funeral costs after learning the 
CEO of his TMT music label, 
Anzel Jennings, grew up with 
Floyd in Houston, Texas.

After that realization, Jen-
nings contacted Floyd’s family, 
who accepted Mayweather’s 
offer. The professional fighter 
is paying for four funerals in 
all — in Houston; Charlotte, 
North Carolina; and Minne-
sota, Minneapolis. The fourth 
location will be announced at 
a later date.

Nia Long calls out this beauty brand 
for racist MUA encounter

Newyorkbeacon.com

Nia Long is using her 
social platform to call 
out bad actors

According to Long, while 
Glam Squad, a company that 
provides beauty and hair ser-
vices, may claim to be about 
“diversity in beauty,” her ex-
periences were the exact op-
posite.

“ H e y  g u y s  m a k e 
s u r e  y o u  c h e c k  o u t  @
GlamSquad page on IG. 
They claim to support di-
versity in beauty, but I had 
a very different experience. 
There’s nothing black about 
GlamSquad DO NOT USE 
THIS COMPANY. I’m still 
waiting for an apology from 
the CEO Amy Shecter,” she 
wrote on June 3 on Twitter.

Her tweet was in response 
to the brand’s IG post showing 

support for #BlackOutTues-
day.

   According to Long, while 
in San Francisco, she enlisted 
services from Glam Squad, 
which included getting her 
makeup down.

Long claims that a white 
MUA told her, “We don’t do 
make-up for Black people very 
often. I don’t have foundation 
that matches your color.”

Naturally, Long said hear-
ing those words, she was in 
“shock, angry and disgusted.”

The MUA artist was asked 
to leave and Long made sure 
she had an in-depth conversa-
tion with the company’s CEO 
Amy Shecter to talk about the 
importance of educating their 
employees on the importance 
of being able to meet the needs 
of their Black clientele. Yet, 
Long feels that her conversa-
tion with Shecter was in vain.

Woman graduates from  
high school at 98-years old

Newyorkbeacon.com

Monrovia, CA — Viv-
ian Fisher from Cal-
ifornia has finally 

achieved her dream after she 
recently earned her high school 
diploma at the age of 98. She 
was one of the graduates of 
Monrovia High School’s Class 
of 2020. She was joined by 
her great-grandnephew, Elijah 
Vance, who also graduated in 
the drive-thru ceremony.

She was not able to gradu-

ate decades ago when she was 
younger because she had to 
work multiple jobs to provide 
for her family.

Fisher, whose father was 
the first Black graduate of 
Monrovia High School and 
the first Black police officer 
in the city, was proud to have 
been able to keep the legacy of 
her family.

“Stay in school and be 
somebody,” she told CBS 
News. “Being a nobody, any-
body can do that.”

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Wednesday's Woman
By Audrey J. Bernard

Robin Roberts hosts powerful Women in the Face of ‘The Pandemic’

Variety and Lifetime have 
partnered on a one-hour 
special celebrating the 

brave women serving on the 
frontlines of the pandemic 
with Lifetime Presents Va-
riety’s Power of Women: 
Frontline Heroes, which 
premiered Tuesday, June 9, 
2020 at 10PM ET/PT on Life-
time and Facebook. Virtual-
ly hosted by Good Morning 
America’s Robin Roberts, 
the special was simultaneously 
broadcast from Variety’s Face-
book page, and cross-posted on 
Lifetime’s Facebook page at 
10PM ET/7PM PT. As part 
of this special event, view-
ers on Facebook were able 
to contribute directly to the 
United Nations Foundation / 
World Health Organization’s 
COVID-19 Solidarity Fund us-
ing the Facebook donate button 
in the livestream.  Facebook 
has provided $10M in matched 
funds for this ongoing effort.  
The special was also repeated 
on Wednesday, June 10 at 8pm 
ET/PT on Lifetime’s sister 
network, LMN.

Lifetime Presents Variety’s 
Power of Women: Frontline 
Heroes celebrated the coura-
geous women on the frontlines 
of the pandemic–including 
doctors, nurses, teachers, 
researchers, among others–
who are putting themselves 
at risk to make a difference 
and working towards finding 
a solution in this crisis. The 
special took a look at ways 
women are confronting do-
mestic violence, changes to 
the way children are educated, 
mental health, homelessness 
and other areas that affect 
our daily lives. Current and 
past Power of Women hon-
orees gathered together to 
celebrate these remarkable 

women, their extraordinary 
work, and their dedication to 
their communities during this 
incredibly challenging time.

The program also high-
lighted the 2020 Power of 
Women honorees for their 
professional achievements 
and humanitarian efforts to 
various causes including two-
time Academy Award-winning 
star and executive producer 
of the miniseries Mrs. Ameri-
ca Cate Blanchett (UNHCR, 
the UN Refugee Agency); 
Tony and Grammy Award-win-
ning star and actor in the new 
miniseries Hollywood Patti 
LuPone (Broadway Cares); 
and eight-time Grammy nom-
inated singer and actress star-
ring in the series Homecom-
ing, Janelle Monáe (Local 
Initiative Support Corp). 

Previous honorees Laverne 
Cox, Jennifer Garner, Tiffany 
Haddish, Gigi Hadid, Priyan-
ka Chopra Jonas, Nicole Kid-
man, Blake Lively, Helen Mir-
ren and Natalie Portman paid 
tribute to these women through 
self-shot material.  Additionally 
the program included a spe-
cial performance by Grammy 
Award-nominated powerhouse 
vocalist Andra Day.

“During this incredibly 
trying time, we look forward 
to celebrating the remarkable 
women on the frontlines of the 
pandemic who are making the 
health and safety of others a 
priority every single day. In the 
midst of this crisis, the work 
they are doing is the epitome of 
selflessness and bravery,” said 
Claudia Eller, Editor-In-Chief 
of Variety. “We are also thrilled 
to honor yet another inspiring 
group of women within the 
industry whose contributions 
to their respective humanitar-
ian causes are making such a 

powerful impact on our global 
community.”

“Variety’s Power of Wom-
en is one of our signature 
events. With our founding part-
ner Lifetime, we knew it was 
crucial this year more than ever 
to expand our tradition and 
highlight our everyday heroes 
— the frontline workers who 
are courageously battling the 
pandemic,” said Michelle So-
brino-Stearns, Variety Group 
Publisher and Chief Revenue 
Officer. “For the first time, a 
multi-platform global audience 
will experience our iconic 
event and joined us in paying 
tribute to the dedication and 
perseverance of all of these in-
credibly inspirational women.”

“Programming with a pur-
pose is part of the fabric of 
who we are at A+E Networks 
and we are honored to part-
ner with Variety to showcase 
the true power of women on 
Lifetime with this inspiring 
tribute,” said Paul Buccieri, 
President, A+E Networks 
Group. “With women leading 
in almost all areas of essential 
work, this is an incredible 
opportunity to celebrate the 
everyday heroes who are doing 
monumentally impactful feats 
in this unprecedented time in 
our lives.”

Lifetime Presents Variety’s 
Power of Women: Frontline 
Heroes is executive produced 
by Sharon Scott, for Cat-
egory 6 Media, and Kristy 
Sabat, Jessica Conway and 
Annie Allen Six West Media 
group.  Lifetime executive 
producers are Amy Winter, 
Gena McCarthy and Shura 
Davison. Claudia Eller and 
Michelle Sobrino-Stearns 
executive produce from Va-
riety, while John Ross and 
Dea Lawrence are producers. 

 

Va-
riety donated event gift bags 
to frontline workers. The gift 
bags include entertainment, 
beauty, health and fashion 
products, from companies in-
cluding 3Lab, Athleta, BASD, 
Bombas, boscia, ColourPop, 
Davines, Doctor Rogers RE-
STORE, Dose Of Colors, 
dpHue, Dr. Bronner’s, e.l.f. 
Cosmetics, Elizabeth Arden, 
Exo Supply, Fourth Ray Beau-
ty, gorjana, HASK, Hello, 
Hero Cosmetics, Intelligent 
Change, Karité, KITSCH, Ko-
sas, Leaders Cosmetics USA, 
Lucas’ Papaw Remedies, Mad 
Hippie, MANE CLUB, Mario 
Badescu, Masque Bar, May-
belline, Melanie Mills Hol-
lywood, Mer-Sea, NEUMA, 
Oh K!, OUAI, Priv, Rosebud 
Perfume Company, Inc., Saint 
Jane, scünci, Shaveworks, 
Sigma Beauty, SKIN&CO, 
Skinesque, Sol de Janeiro, 
Speck, Sun Bum, The Little 
Market, Tri-Coastal Design, 
Underwood Letterpress, Welly, 
and Young Living.    
About Variety
Now celebrating its 115th 
year anniversary, Variety is 
the seminal voice of the en-
tertainment industry. Featur-
ing award-winning breaking 
news reporting, insightful 
award-season coverage, must-
read feature spotlights and in-
telligent analysis of the indus-
try’s most prominent players, 
Variety is the trusted source 
for the business of global en-
tertainment. Read by a highly 
engaged audience of industry 
insiders, Variety’s multi-plat-
form content coverage ex-
pands across digital, mobile, 
social, print and branded 
content, events and summits. 
In May 2019, Variety’s “Ac-
tors on Actors” on PBS took 

home a Daytime Creative Arts 
Emmy award  and has been 
awarded the Emmy for best 
entertainment programming 
at the 67th and 68th Emmy 
Awards. “Actors on Actors,” 
an interview special that fea-
tures pairings of prominent 
actors discussing their craft, 
was produced by PBS SoCal 
in partnership with Variety 
Media, LLC. Follow Variety 
on Facebook facebook.com/
variety; Twitter, @variety; 
Instagram, @Variety The Va-
riety Group – Variety, Variety.
com, Variety Insight, Indiew-
ire,– is owned by Variety Me-
dia, LLC, a division of Penske 
Media Corporation.
About Lifetime
Celebrating over 35 years of 
entertaining audiences, Life-
time is a premier entertain-
ment destination for women 
dedicated to offering the high-
est quality original program-
ming spanning award-winning 
movies, high-quality scripted 
series and breakout non-fic-
tion series. Lifetime has an 
impressive legacy in public 
affairs, bringing attention to 
social issues that women care 
about with initiatives such as 
the long-running Stop Breast 
Cancer for Life, Stop Violence 
Against Women, and Broader 
Focus, a major global initiative 
dedicated to supporting and 
hiring female directors, writ-
ers and producers, including 
women of color, to make its 
content. Lifetime Television®, 
LMN®, Lifetime Real Wom-
en® and Lifetime Digital™ are 
part of Lifetime Entertainment 
Services, LLC, a subsidiary 
of A+E Networks. A+E Net-
works is a joint venture of the 
Disney-ABC Television Group 
and Hearst Corporation.

Robin Roberts Cate Blanchett Patti LuPone Janelle Monáe
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12 Beacon on the scene

STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19!
LEARN HOW TO TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF AND OTHERS AT HOME.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19?
•  The most common symptoms are fever, cough, sore throat and shortness 

of breath. Other symptoms include feeling achy, loss of taste or smell, 
headache, and diarrhea.  

•  Most people with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) will have mild or 
moderate symptoms and can get better on their own.  

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I GET SICK WITH COVID-19 SYMPTOMS?
If you are sick with COVID-19 symptoms, assume you have it.  
When you are sick:
•  If you have trouble breathing, pain or pressure in your chest, are confused 

or cannot stay awake, or have bluish lips or face, call 911 immediately.
•  Call your doctor if you are age 50 or older or have a health condition that 

puts you at increased risk, or if you do not feel better after three days. 
•  Always contact a doctor or go to the hospital if you have severe symptoms 

of COVID-19 or another serious health issue.
•  Do not leave your home except to get necessary medical care or essential 

food or supplies (if someone cannot get them for you). 
• If you must leave your home:
   Avoid crowded places.
   Stay at least 6 feet from others.
   Cover your nose and mouth with a bandana, scarf or other face covering.
   Wash your hands before you go out, and use alchohol-based hand  

sanitizer while outside.
•  Household members can go out for essential work and needs but should 

monitor their health closely.
 If you or someone in your home is sick:   
•  Create physical distance:
   Do not have visitors.

WHEN CAN I LEAVE MY HOME AFTER BEING SICK? 
•  If you have been sick, stay home until: 
   You are fever-free for three days without Tylenol or other medication and
   It has been at least seven days since your symptoms started and 
   Your symptoms have improved
•  Reminder: New York is on PAUSE. This means that even if you have been 

sick, you should only leave your home for essential work or errands, or to 
exercise, while staying at least 6 feet from others.  

NEED HELP?
• If you are having a medical emergency, call 911.
•  If you do not have a doctor but need one, call 844-NYC-4NYC  

(844-692-4692). New York City provides care, regardless of immigration 
status, insurance status or ability to pay.

•  For more information, call 311 or visit nyc.gov/coronavirus.

   Stay at least 6 feet from others. 
   Sleep head-to-toe if you share a bed with someone who is sick, or sleep 

on the couch.
   Keep people who are sick separate from those at risk for serious illness. 
•  Cover up:
   Cover your nose and mouth with a bandana, scarf or other face covering 

when you are within 6 feet of others.
   Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or your inner elbow.
•  Keep it clean:
   Throw tissues into the garbage immediately after use.
   Wash your hands often with soap for 20 seconds, especially after you 

cough or sneeze.
   Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer if you are unable to wash your hands.
   Frequently clean surfaces you touch, such as doorknobs, light switches, 

faucets, phones, keys and remote controls. 
   Wash towels, sheets and clothes at the warmest possible setting with 

your usual detergent, and dry completely. 
   Do not share eating utensils with others, and wash them after every use.

The NYC Health Department may change recommendations 
as the situation evolves. 4.20

WHO IS MOST AT RISK FOR SERIOUS ILLNESS?
•  People age 50 or older (people age 65 or older are at the highest risk)
•  People who have other health conditions, such as:
   Lung disease
   Asthma
   Heart disease

   Obesity
   Diabetes
   Kidney disease

   Liver disease
   Cancer
   A weakened immune system

Russell Wilson 
& Ciara feed the 
hungry
Russell Wilson, quarterback for the Seattle Sea-

hawks of the National Football League, and his 
gorgeous wife, model, singer, songwriter, and 

dancer Ciara, are donating one million meals to Food 
Lifeline to feed victims of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
In a video shared on Instagram, Wilson said that the 
pandemic is "changing the world second by second, 
minute by minute."  "People are losing loved ones," 
he said.  "The elderly and the young. The people in 
between.  You think about people losing jobs, even in 
Seattle."  The athlete continued: "What we've decided 
to do is partner up with our local food bank in Seattle, 
“Seattle Food LifeLine,” and we're gonna donate a 
million meals [and] hopefully make a difference."  
Ciara also encouraged fans to do their part to help, 
whether it's through big or small gestures. (AP)

By Audrey J. Bernard

Ryan Reynolds 
& Blake Lively 
donate $1 million 
to food banks
Hollywood 

glam couple 
Ryan Reyn-

olds & Blake Live-
ly has donated $1 
million help feed 
Covid-19 victims.  
“Covid-19 has bru-
tally impacted older 
adults and low in-
come families. Blake 
& I are donating $1 
million to be split 
b e t w e e n  F E E D -
ING AMERICA and 
FOOD BANKS CANADA,” Reynolds, who’s from 
Canada, said.  “If you can give, these orgs need our 
help,” he added.  The “Deadpool” star also shared 
some advice for fans.  “Take care of your bodies and 
hearts,” he said.  “Leave room for joy.  Call someone 
who’s isolated and might need connection.”  Lively 
shared a similar message encouraging people to prac-
tice social distancing while still staying connected.  
In addition, Reynolds revealed that Aviation Gin, 
the alcohol brand that he’s the co-owner of, will be 
donating 30% of the money from every bottle sold 
to bartenders who are currently out of a job through 
May 1. The couple also donated $100,000 to the 
four hospitals in New York that has faced the biggest 
struggles amid the pandemic. (AP)

SNL’s Michael Che 
pays rent to honor 
grandmother
Saturday Night Live star Michael Che is mourn-

ing the loss of his grandmother who died of 
complications from COVID-19.  The Saturday 

Night Live star, 36, revealed in a lengthy Instagram 
post that his grandmother died after contracting the 
viral illness.  To honor her memory, Che will pay 
one month’s rent for public housing residents where 
she lived.  “It’s crazy to me that residents of public 
housing are still expected to pay their rent when 
so many New Yorkers can’t even work,” Che said 
on Instagram.  The comedian continued: “Obviously 
I can’t offer much help by myself.  But in the spirit 
and memory of my late grandmother, I’m paying one 
month’s rent for all 160 apartments in the NYCHA 
[New York City Housing Authority] building she 
lived in.” (AP)

Russell Wilson & Ciara

Ryan Reynolds & Blake Lively

Michael Che
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Beacon on the scene

Enroll today.
We are here for you.

If your job or life has changed 
contact us to find low-cost health 
care plans and financial help

For free help to enroll visit: 
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
Or call: 1-855-355-5777
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By Audrey J. Bernard

In the community
Lorraine Currelley lauded as 
Nefertiti of Poetry in the Bronx

By Yusef Salaam 
Contributing Scribe

Most folks have known 
for decades that Lor-
raine Currelley is

the Nefertiti of Poetry in the 
Bronx. Now, she’s been offi-
cially recognized. Currelley 
was recently crowned the State 
of New York Bronx Beat Poet 
Laureate 2020-2022 by the Na-
tional Beat Poetry Foundation.

The scribe has created a 
literary renaissance in the 
Bronx. She’s sponsored and 
directed cultural events and 
has participated in numerous 
as a bard and spoken word 
artist. As Executive Director of 
Poets Network and Exchange, 
Currelley offers opportunities 
to engage creative writing, 
panel discussions, open mic, 
a blog and a scholar lecture 
series. The narrative of Bronx 
herstory was changed when 
she was designated the first 
woman Executive Director of 
the Bronx Book Fair, the pha-
raoh of literary experiences in 
the borough in 2017.

“I’m still trying to settle 
into and navigate this new 
role. It is both humbling and an 
honor to be recognized by an 
international committee of my 
peers. It means representing 
and advocating for my bor-
ough. It means lifting up and 
working with my community 
to provide needed services and 
opportunity. It means being 
witness to individuals achiev-
ing their dreams and goals,” 
said Currelley.

With both hands filled with 
administrative duties, Currel-
ley has found time to write 
stories and poems for Dove 

Tales, Blind Beggar Press 35th 
Anniversary Anthology, Sling 
Magazine, Mom Egg Review, 
and Gaptooth Girlfriends.

Numerous community or-
ganizations have sang praises 
regarding Currelley’s trea-
sured contributions and have 
acknowledged her with their 
highest accolades. She has 
acquiescently accepted hon-
ors from the Bronx Council 
for the Arts, Arts Fund Grant 
2020, BinderCon Scholar 
Awardee 2014/2016, New 
York City Public Library for 
a Lifetime Awardee 2015, 
and Seniors Partnering with 
the Arts Citywide Residency 
2014.

Countless associations have 
pursued Currelley’s manageri-
al wisdom in order to nourish 
and advance their prominence. 
Among them, Writing for 
Peace, Blind Beggar Press, 
Harlem Arts Fund, and the 
National Writers Union.

The 2020-2022 State of 
New York Bronx Beat Poet 
Laureate Lorraine Currelley 
realizes that to whom much is 
given, much is expected, so she 
intends to be much busier than 
before. “My new role allows 
me opportunities to grow a 
larger audience and to continue 
providing the best in literary 
and innovative programming 
and to advocate for literacy 
and reading…to advocate for 
community health issues such 
as high blood pressure, mental 
health, obesity, autism and 
ageism among others,”

Ms. Currelley concluded © 
Yusef Salaam is the author 
of the book, “The Devil & 
Elijah Muhammad.” (Ama-
zon.com)

Subscribe to the New York Beacon 405 
Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, 
NY 10174. $35.00 per year 212-213-8585

www.newyorkbeacon.com

Lorraine Currelley
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Swag! By Audrey J. Bernard

Black Elegance matters at epic tribute to George Floyd

HARLEM, NY — On 
Thursday, June 4, 2020, 
Adam Clayton Powell 

Boulevard resembled the opu-
lent Champs Élysées in Paris, 
France known for its flawless 

grandeur as hundreds of styl-
ishly dressed men of all ages 
participated in a march through 
Harlem to honor George Floyd 
whose funeral in Minneapolis 
was taking place at the same 

time. This great day in Har-
lem was organized by stylist 
Gabriel M. Garmon, via so-
cial media, along with fellow 
creatives Brandon Murphy 
and Harold Waight who en-

couraged participants don their 
best swag to pay respect to 
Floyd. “We wanted to honor 
him and our other lost brothers 
and sisters in a way that felt 
appropriate,” says Garmon. 

From the podium, community 
activist Tiffany Rea-Fisher 
welcomed everyone. “It was 
such a peaceful experience, it 
was such a unifying experience 
and that’s all we wanted,” said 

Fisher as she looked out on a 
sea of beautiful Black men in 
eclectically “woke” attire!

Garmon best describes 
that magical Black moment: 
“From Black Lives Matter 

shirts peeking out from their 
three-piece suits and fists 
raised in the air, the demon-
strators marched down Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard 
towards Central Park “dressed 

in the sober black suiting 
reminiscent of Civil Rights 
activists of the1960s; others 
were decked out in vibrant 
ankara prints and the kind of 
modern bespoke tailoring you 

might find at local menswear 
boutiques such as Harlem 
Haberdashery. Red berets 
jostled with jaunty straw fe-
dora hats, sleek black durags, 
and white kufi caps; pocket 

squares were festooned with 
flowers, lapels studded with 
Black Power pins. At one 
point along the route, a young 
Black boy of about nine or ten 
was seen getting a tutorial on 

how to knot a tie from an older 
Black gentleman in a dapper 
gray suit.”

And as the march moved 
along Fifth Avenue to its 
final 96th Street destination, 

the size swelled to over 1000 
strong with demonstrators 
holding up hand-painted 
signs of Black oppression. 
For Garmon and his cohorts, 
this is just the beginning of 

a much larger movement. “It 
doesn’t stop here. And I really 
want to highlight that. We all 
need to register to vote, we 
all need to be more vocal,” 
says the stylist who is in the 

midst of organizing a second 
demonstration, this time to 
commemorate Juneteenth. 
“Change is coming soon, I 
know that.” (Photography 
by Ian Reid)
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A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached  
at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

Carib americans  2020By Victoria Horsford 

Caribbean American Heritage Month has 
been eclipsed by the COVID19 pandemic and the 
5/25 murder of African American George Floyd 
while in police custody, and the attendant national 
and worldwide protests about same. The follow-
ing is a truncated list of Caribbean Americans 
notables. They include Colin Powell who has 
been atypically vocal in denouncing the Trump 

Presidency. Most of the politicos – Yvette Clarke, 
Michael Blake, Ritchie Torres and Ruben Diaz, 
Sr–are incumbents getting ready for the 6/23 NY 
Primary. Brooklyn pols Diana Richardson and 
Zellnor Myrie were pepper sprayed by NYPD 
while protesting the Floyd murder, which made 
headlines. Kamala Harris and Susan Rice are on 
Joe Biden’s short list for VEEP.

 REAL ESTATE
Lee Brathwaite, Chair/

CEO Apex Building Group;  
Al Cunningham, real estate 
investor;  Russell Grey, Pres-
ident, Edward Sisters Realty 
Group.  Founded in Harlem,  
in 1925,  by Guyana-born 
sisters  Millicent, Sarah and 
Lucille Edwards,  ESR,   a 
fourth- generation entity,  is 
the oldest  Black-owned and 
operated real estate company 
in NYS and specializes in 
brokerage  and management,    
Ramona Harris, Edward Sis-
ters Realty;    Frank Hernan-
dez, TRIDEZ real estate  and 
mortgage brokerage and man-
agement;   Antiguan Ameri-

can  Robert Hors-
ford is  President 
of  Apex Building 
Group, real estate 
development, gen-
eral contracting 
and construction 
management, an 
offshoot of his grandfather’s 
Harlem-based  company Vic-
tor Horsford Realty Corpora-
tion., in 1945.  Corporation 
founded in  1945;  Dwane 
Omar Jones, Esquir,  Marcus 
Millichap, VP;    Meredith 
Marshall, BRP Companies, 
brokerage and development;  
Edward Poteat, founder  Car-
thage  Real Estate Advisors;    

Antigua  Americans  
Kenyatta  Punter , R 
Kenyatta Punter and 
Associates  is a  real 
estate and appraisal 
company and   Dr  
Malcolm Punter,is  

CEO,  HCCI, Harlem 
Congregations for Commu-
nity Improvement; Aden Se-
raile, Edward Sisters Realty;  
Jamaica-born  Beatrice Sib-
blies is the founder  of BOS 
Development, a real estate 
services company;  Yvonne 
Stafford, founder of Stafford 
Realty Group, a residential 
and commercial brokerage 
company.  

PUBLIC  
SERVICE 

Michelle Booker, CB10;   
Davies Burton;  Michelle 
Lightfoot,  Antigua Barbuda  
Consular Officer;  Stanley 
McIntosh;   Susan Rice, for-
mer  US Ambassador to UN 
and  NSA Director who it re-
portedly  on Democratic Pres-
idential nominee Joe Biden’s 
short list for VEEP;   Colin 
Powell, former US Secretary 
of State.  Chair of Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, and Ret.Four  Star 
General;   Leyland  Haywood, 
Internationalist/Author 

EDUCATION
Brenda Clark; Dr. Car-

ol Boyce Davies, Cor-
nell Professor; Melanie 
Edwards, The Modern 
School; CLASS OF 2020 
scholar Nicholas Johnson, 
Princeton’s first Black 
valedictorian in its 274- 
year history. Both of his 
parents are medical doc-
tors. His mom is Jamerican 
and his dad is Bahamian. He begins PhD 
studies at MIT in September ; Fern Khan, 
Dean Emerita Bank Street; Javaid Khan, 
Horace Mann; Dr. Nafees Khan, Professor; 
Wanda Ballard Wingfield; Dr. Juanita Merritt; 
Professor Yinka Stanford; Dr. Keith Taylor; 
Kenneth Thompson; Ny Whitaker, NYU

ENTREPRENEURS
Jason Benta is at the 

helm of Benta’s Funeral 
Home, founded in 1928 
ub Harlem by his Anti-
gua-born great grandfather 
George A. Benta; Hai-
ti-born brothers Laurent 
and Price- Mars Delly, 
engineers and IT fanatics 
by training, co-founded 
the social platform, IDEA-
COIL.com, which provides customer feedback 
to business owners; Leon Eastmond, Eastmond 
& Sons, runs the HVAC business founded by his 
father in 1945; Alyah Horsford-Sidberry, found-
ed the popular Cove Lounge, a Harlem-based 
club/bistro destination, in 2013; Kenroy Wat-
son, CEO, Harlem- based Watson Plumbing..

FILM/TV/
THEATER 

Harry Belafonte, Clifton 
Davis,  Kamilah Forbes, 
executive producer Apollo 
Theater Jackee Harry,   Den-
nis Haysbert,   Anna  Maria  
Horsford ;   Nia  Long;  Lynn 
Nottage;  Queen Latifah, 
Sidney Poitier,  Voza Rivers;  
Amanda Seales;    Jada  Pin-
kett  Smith,  Cicely Tyson, 
Kerry Washington,  Dandy 
Wellington,  Sundra Williams

ATTORNEYS/
JURISTS

Eric Holder, US Attor-
ney General , Sunny Hos-
tin, former US Prosecutor,  
Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP, 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund,  Franklin Thom-
as, Thomas Perez,  DNC 
Chair ,  Ernst Perodin,  Mi-
chele  Rodney, NYS  Judge, 
Afua Mensah,  Fabiana 
Pierre -Louis, first Black 
woman named to NJ Su-
preme Court,  Rosemonde 
Pierre-Louis, Martha Stark,  
Nathanael Wright

FAITH LEADERS
Rev. AR Bernard, Rev Den-

nis Dillon, Jacques DeGraff , 
Minister Louis Farrakhan,

Rev.Dr Michael Walrond

POLITICOS
Rodneyse Bichotte, NYS 

Assembly; Brian Benjamin, 
NYS Senator ; Nicole Ben-
jamin; Michael Blake, NYS 
Assembly Yvette Clarke, US 
Rep, Andrea Stewart- Cous-
ins, NYC Senate Majority 
Leader, Ruben Diaz, Sr, NYC 
Council; Andriano Espaillat; 
US Rep Kamilah Harris, US 
Senate; Carl Heastie ,NYS 

Assembly Speaker; Chirlane 
McCray, First Lady of NYC; 
Celeste Morris; Zellnor My-
rie, NYS Senate Charles 
Rangel; Thomas Perez, Dem-
ocratic National Committee, 
Chair; Diana Richardson, 
NYS Assembly; Ritchie Tor-
res, NYC Council; Jumaane 
Williams, NYC Public Ad-
vocate; Keith Wright

MEDIA
Yamiche Alcindor, PBS 

News Hour white House 
correspondent and Trump 
nemesis;

Joseph Bethune; Roschell 
Boone, NY1; Sandra Trim 
DaCosta; Maurice DuBois, 
Joy Elliott; David Greaves, Our 
Time Press; Lester Holt, NBC; 
Rafee Kamal; Yussuf Khan; 

Raymond Lewis, Crain’s NY 
LGBTQ Leader; Sylvia Wong 
Lewis,Paper.li; Errol Lou-
is NY1; Barbara Mays; Joy 
Reid, MSNBC; Drs. Faye and 
Karl Rodney, Karlisa Rodney, 
NY Carib News; Al Roker, 
Eric Tait, Thomas Watkins, 
Challenge Group; Jean Wells, 
Positive Community

MEDICINE/WELLNESS
Romeo Adams, MD, Mi-

chelle Alexander, MD; Marilyn 
DeSouza ; Crystal Gobern,OT;

Marilyn Gobern,RN; 

Cheryl Smith, MD; John 
Mitchell, MD; Jocelyn Val-
entine; Roslyn Woods Cab-
bagestalk, RN

FOUNDATIONS/NON PROFITS
Elisabeth Alexander, 

Mellon Foundation; Angela 
Clark, Easton Benevolent 
Society;

Patrick Gaspard, Open 
Society Foundations; Vy Hig-
ginsen, MAMA Foundation;

Mona Wyre-Manigo, 
President Antigua Barbuda 
Progressive Society;

Wes Moore, Robin Hood 
Foundation; Roy Paul, 
Cents-Ability; Ivo Philbert, 
VP Jackie Robinson Foun-
dation; Susan Taylor, Na-
tional CARES Mentoring 
Movement; Lloyd Williams, 
Greater Harlem Chamber Of 
Commerce. Sheena Wright, 
United Way of New York

ART/FILM/ LITERATURE
Writers: Junot Diaz, Ed-

wich Danticut SPELLING 
Dame Pearl Duncan, Rox-
anne Gay, Malcolm Glad-
well, “Outliers, ” Marlon 
James, Jamaica Kincaid, Earl 
Lovelace, Iyaba Ibo Mand-
ingo; Rosalind McClymont, 
Raoul Peck, filmmaker, Za-
die Smith, Ramona Wraggs 

Wall; Fine Artists Bette Byer 
Romana Candy, Francks De-
ceus, Frantz Ewald, Nathalie 
Faubert, Eric Girault, Yolande 
LeGrand, Peter Wayne Lew-
is, Hakim Mutlaq

MUSIC: Gregory Ab-
bott; Busta Rhymes; Sean 
Paul; Rihanna; Sonny Roll-
ins; Wycliffe.

FASHION/BEAUTY
Pat McGrath PM Labs 

company valued at over $1 
billion in 2019.

Naomi Campbell; Lillian 
Horsford; Daughter/mom 
duo designer Yvonne Jew-
nell, and Tandra Birkett, are 

co-founders of Harlem Fash-
ion Week which launched in 
2012 and runs concomitant 
with NY Fashion Week; 
Constance White: Essence, 
NY Times; Fairchild Publi-
cations, lifestyle consultant

FINANCE
Curtis Archer , President, 

Harlem Community Develop-
ment Corporation Harold Do-
ley III, founder of the Lugano 
Group, an economic develop-
ment and investment company 

and is an Invest Caribbean 
trustee; William Thompson, 
Siebert Williams Shank, for-
mer NYC Comptroller; Max-
ine Larmond; Sherrie Smith. 
Goldman Sachs, VP

CORPORATE ELITES
Ursula Burns, former 

CEO/Chair Xerox and Trust-
ee at Uber, Deon, and the 
Ford Foundation; 

Debra Lee, ATT Board, 
former BET CEO/CHAIR 
Networks.

Jason Benta

Colin Powell Fabiana Pierre -Louis

Kamilah Forbes

Robert Horsford

Nicholas Johnson
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
The virus has been de-

tected in most nations on 
the planet. The worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic statis-
tics on June 8 follows. Total 
number of infections is more 
than 7,100, 000 with 406,594 
deaths. In the United States, 
the total number of infections 
is 1,970, 613 with 110,966 
deaths. In the US and around 

the world, there has been a re-
cent surge in infections, many 
of which could be related to 
the large groups of protestors 
for almost 10 days, many not 
observing the social distanc-
ing rule and some without 
face masks. All protest partic-
ipants are encouraged to take 
a COVID19 test immediately.

JUNE 23 NY PRIMARY
Congressional seats, NYS 

Assembly and NYS Senate 
races are on the ballot. Will 
the Democrats keep their 
two-chamber majority in 
Albany. Are Congressional 
seats safe for incumbents like 
Yvette Clarke in Brooklyn, 
firebrand Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez in the Bronx. Who 
gets the coveted seat vacated 
by Progressive Democrat 
Jose Serrano? Will it be fel-
low Puerto Rican politicos, 
NYC City Council members 
Ritchie Torres or Ruben Diaz, 
Sr. Or will Assemblyman Mi-
chael Blake, who represents 
the district in Albany, prevail. 
Sixteen term Congressman 
Eliot Engel, Chair of the 
Foreign Affairs committee 
faces challengers, including 
African-American Jamaal 
Bowman, who is supported 
by AOC. Strange things are 
happening in Brooklyn polit-
ical machine. Why is recently 
ousted NYS Democratic Sen-
ator,_Jesse Hamilton, who 
caucused with the GOP, chal-
lenging incumbent Assembly 
member Diana Richardson? 
In Central Harlem, Assembly 
member Inez Dickens and 
Senator Brian Benjamin, have 
no serious contenders. Hope-
fully, Donovan Richards wins 
the Queens borough president 
race. It would be good to have 
an African American Queens 
boro prexy. Brooklyn and 

Bronx borough presidents, 
Eric Adams and Ruben Diaz, 
Jr respectively are term lim-
ited by end of 2021.

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

What's going onBy Victoria Horsford 

WHAT A WEEK!  

The fortnight from May 
25 to June 7 will be one for 
the history books.  Was last 
week akin to an Arab Spring 
for America and/or the world 
or was it  just an isolated inci-
dent.  Cannot remember any 
comparable experience.   The 
story unfolds as a handcuffed 
African American  George 
Floyd was killed by a white 
Minneapolis policeman and 
three accomplices. They were 
fired but not charged with any 
criminal offense. Thanks to 
social media the murder was 
videotaped and posted.  It 
took four days for authorities 
to charge the offending ex cop 
with third degree manslaugh-
ter and another week to press 
charges against the three cop 
accomplices.  The floodgates 
of American rage, of  African 
Americans and all Americans 
opened. What followed was 
a week of  marches, protests, 
taking the knee and assorted 
acts of kindness, COVID19 
notwithstanding.   That ran 
parallel to reprehensible acts 
like torching police stations 
and property, aggressive an-
ti-police behaviors, looting, 
riots and police over reac-
tion.   Americans of all col-
ors seem to understood that 
Floyd’s death was another 
senseless police killing of a 
man  because he is Black. 
Those marches, the move-
ment  of solidarity with Black 
Americans for equality are 
meaningful only if American 
society will embrace change 
and reform.  

Read the Northwestern 
University Professor of Af-
rican Studies Kihana Miraya 

Ross NY Times opinion 
piece, “Call It What It Is: 
Anti-Blackness” When Black 
People are killed by the po-
lice, racism isn’t the right 
word.    The David Gelles 
6/7 NYT essay, “Corporate 
American Has Failed Black 
America,” with comments 
and insights by “elite Black 
executives” like Darren Walk-
er, Ford Foundation; Mellody 
Hobson, Ariel Investments; 
Ursula Burns, former Xe-
rox CEO/Chair; billionaire 
Robert Smith, Class of 2019 
Morehouse College benefac-
tor; Vernon Jordan; and real 
estate executives Robert Ref-
flin, COMPASS, co-founder 
and Ryan Williams, CADRE, 
co-founder.   A big part of 
the change that is necessary 
to transform the nation will 
have to begin with Corporate 
America.  It was interesting to 
note whom outsiders consider 
elite Blacks.

Didn’t billionaire HIPH-
OP mogul  Jay-Z  declare 
last year that “we are past 
kneeling,” after he signed a 
deal with the National Foot-
ball League.  Erstwhile Colin 
Kaepernick supporter, Jay-
Zee abandoned him for a 
deal.    Wasn’t  Kaepernick 
the NFL player who started 
“taking to the knee” during 
the National Anthem to pro-
test police brutality towards 
Blacks.  Then he was ostra-
cized by the NFL.   However,  
last week NFL Commission-
er Roger Goodell revoked 
the ban on taking the knee 
at games, having learned 
something about racism after 
experiencing the enthusias-
tic American marches and 
protests for racial equality. 
Let’s see what happens to  
Colin Kaepernick and the 
NFL.   Saw JP Morgan CEO/
Chair Jamie Dimon, Goodell, 
governors, mayors,  police 
brass, taking the knee last 
week.  Democratic Capitol 
Hill Democrat like Nancy 
Pelosi, Kamala Harris, Chuck 
Schumer, Hakim Jeffries 
convened on 6/8 to review a 
police reform bill,  accented 
their outfits with kente cloth 
scarves, and took the knee.   

Guess that Jay-Z misspoke.  
Rest In Peace Brother George 
Lloyd, who was COVID19 
positive but he died from the 
incurable American disease, 
racism.   Yes, Black Lives 
Really Matter!    

On May 25, NY had an-
other ugly racial incident 
when a Canada-born woman 
Amy Cooper took offense to 
a Black bird watcher Chris-
tian Cooper who asked her 
to leash her dog in Central 
Park.  She called NYPD, 
begging for help because an 
African American man was 
threatening her. Huh?!  For-
tunately, Mr. Cooper recorded 
her threats before leaving the 
park.   Neither were there 
when NYPD arrived.  He 
went uploaded Amy’s tirade 
and posted to social media.  
Imagine what could have hap-
pened if the police arrived and 
listened to Amy.   Bad deeds 
have multiple unintended 
consequences. Amy lost her 
adopted dog, lost her job at 
a Wall Street firm.  Again, 
racism was at play.  It is in-
teresting to note that foreign 
whites learn how the game of 
white privilege is played and 
the unequal status of Blacks 
in America.   Christian Coo-
per is a Harvard graduate, an 
Audubon Society trustee who 
is vulnerable to the whim of 
white malevolence 

New York City comes out 
of the COVID19 doldrums on 
June 8,  as it enters phase one 
of business re-openings after 
the two month quarantine. New 
Yorkers are kicking their heels, 
albeit  reluctantly, as they return 
to work. Subways trains are 
crowded and the bus rides are 
still free.    The Class of 2020 
June graduates still balk, many 
of whom do not know if they 
will attend a college campus in 
September or begin their fresh-
man year by remote learning.  

Congrats to Caribbean 
Americans during Caribbean 
American Heritage Month:  
Colin Powell, Susan Rice, 
Robert Horsford, Senator 
Brian Benjamin, Roy Paul, 
Cents Ability; Laurent Delly, 
Beatrice Sibblies, Harold Do-
ley III, Russell Grey, Edward 
Sisters Realty, Frank Hernan-
dez and Cheryl Smith, MD

George Floyd

Robert Smith

Colin Kaepernick

Michael Blake

Eric Adams

Christian Cooper

Subscribe to the New York Beacon 405 
Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, 
NY 10174. $35.00 per year 212-213-8585
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Celebrate Black Music Month

Ruth La’Ontra hits 
with “In My Name”

Posted By Don Thomas

“I’ll be your light when 
the road ahead seems 
dim,” Gospel Singer Ruth 

La’Ontra belts out on her rendition 
of the Grammy Award winning 
Thompson Community Singers’ 
1992 classic, “In My Name.” Those 
lyrics are especially poignant in 
the age of the Coronavirus where 
millions have been affected and 
thousands have died.

“So, many of us don’t know 
what the future holds. We can’t see 
past the heartbreak in front of us 
as this disease takes down healthy 
people. However, this song gives 
me hope and faith that we will 
eventually get past this,” said Ruth.

The song is definitely connect-
ing with gospel consumers as her 
streaming numbers have skyrock-
eted. In addition, the track rises 
to No. 24 on Mediabase Gospel 

Airplay chart and makes a No. 
30 debut on the Billboard Gospel 
Airplay chart. It’s available for 
listening or download at all major 
digital service providers at https://
smarturl.it/InMyName.

The inspiring ballad was pro-
duced by Justin Savage and An-
thony Brown. “Ruth La’Ontra is 
such a unique gift,” says Savage. It 
was his idea for La’Ontra to record 
the song. “I had never heard of it,” 
says La’Ontra. “I think I was a baby 
when the song was a big hit.”

“It’s amazing how a song I 
wrote and released almost 30 
years ago is still having an impact. 
All the while, it’s found a new 
audience through the delivery 
of the amazingly talented Ruth 
La’Ontra! Thank you, Ruth, for 
taking the song and making it your 
own–without losing its integrity. 
Congratulations. I’m excited about 
your future,” said Savage.

Fuse honors 
LGBTQ for using 
their musical 
voices
Kicking off June 1, in 

celebration of Black 
M u s i c  a n d  P r i d e 

Month, Fuse will honor Fu-
ture LGBTQ History makers 
who are currently using their 
voice to drive positive change 
and whose impact on the world 
will be talked about in the 
future. As part of the ongoing 
Fuse Future History franchise, 
the Future LGBTQ History 
Class of 2020 will be Rapper/ 
Songwriter Kevin Abstract for 
openly sharing his experience 
as a gay man.

His confessional music cre-
ates a vital platform for anyone 
struggling with self-accep-
tance and speaks to the need 
for tolerance in the hip-hop 
community. Actor/Photog-
rapher Tommy Dorfman for 
their advocacy for queer and 
non-binary visibility. Through 
their work with Ali Forney 
Center, a non-profit haven 
supporting homeless LGBTQ 
youth and partnerships with 
ASOS and GLAAD, Tommy 
uses their platform to push 
for unity and inspire the next 
generation of creators to focus 
on inclusivity.

Survivor/Activist Emma 
Gonzalez who helped launch 
the largest youth movement 
against gun violence in the 
country and whose emotion-
al, nearly silent speech, was 
a viral catalyst for change. 
YouTuber, Model/Actor Chella 
Man for embodying inclusivity 
and diversity.

Chella’s open and cele-
bratory life reveals the true 
beauty of representation and 
provides hope, motivation 
and education about the deaf 
experience. Future LGBTQ 
History is sponsored by Wen-
dy’s. To date, the Fuse Future 
History Class of 2020 includes 
Rapper Megan Thee Stallion, 
Comedian Jaboukie Young-
White, Sports Agent Rich Paul, 
Attorneys and Criminal Justice 
Advocates Brittany K. Barnett 
and MiAngel Cody, Singer 
Hayley Kiyoko, Rep. Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez, Actress 
Angelica Ross and Writer/
Artist Chanel Miller, Hip Hop 
Artist Jay Park, Fashion Guru 
and Children’s Advocate Wen-
dy Nguyen, Activist Varshini 
Prakash and Singer/Songwriter 
Raveena. 

Ruth La’Ontra 
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Music By Audrey J. Bernard

Teyana Taylor lauds class of 2020 with 
music & video because they ‘Made It’

Teyana Taylor – singer, 
dancer and entrepreneur 
— released a new video 

entitled Made It which was 
inspired by the class of 2020 
who were denied their rite of 
passage because of the wide-
spread COVID-19 pandemic 
that has stopped schools and 
universities across the country 
from holding ceremonies to 
honors its graduates.

Taylor wanted to celebrate 
the class of 2020 and released 
a new video entitled Made 
It along with a music video 
as a congratulatory visual to 
“those who have reached their 
latest goal of graduating.” 
To that end, the sultry singer 
joined MSNBC’s Ari Melber to 
discuss her motivation behind 
releasing the video.

Taylor recounts not having 
a high school graduation, 
telling Melber “I didn’t get a 
chance to graduate” as she 
“was home schooled,” adding 
“I knew how it felt to not feel 
celebrated.” Taylor’s daughter, 
Junie interrupts the interview 
mid way through, making her 
debut on MSNBC. Taylor’s 
adorable daughter, Junie in-
terrupts the interview mid-way 
through, making her debut on 
MSNBC.

Make It was a labor of love. 
Taking to Instagram following 
the track’s release, Taylor said:

“Class of 2020 this is for 
you!!!! First and foremost, 
Thank you to ALL the grad-
uates that contributed to the 
video! I truly appreciate you 
& happy to celebrate YOU!!! 
Unfortunately, this pandemic 
has stopped us from physical-
ly gathering and celebrating 
all the hard work you’ve put 
in through the years But this 
pandemic can’t stop your spir-
it, it can’t dim your light, and 
it can’t take your degree away 
from you!! So when you make 
it out of this dark time, shine 
bright and light up the world! 
Congratulations to the class of 
2020, YOU MADE IT!!”

Taylor shared her new track 
along with a second release, 

the blistering Bare Wit Me. 
While Bare Wit Me is more of 
a sultry vibe, Made It is more 
uptempo with lyrics that lean 
toward self-love. These re-
leases lead up to her dropping 
her forthcoming project The 
Album this month.

From her smoky melodic 
vocals to her dynamic dance 
moves, the entertainer dips in 
dives between her talents that 
also include producing, song-
writing, acting, directing and 
everything in between. When 
it comes to describing herself, 
the Harlem native can only 
think of one word: Everything. 
 “I literally can do everything. 
I never look at anything as be-
ing impossible,” she explains. 
“I exhaust all options to make 
what happen when I need to 
make happen.” Her mantra 
made her an early favorite to 
artists like Pharrell, who she 
signed her first deal with, and 
later choreographed videos 
for artists like Beyoncé and 
Jay-Z. In 2014, Taylor’s love 
for the arts and R&B earned 
her the title of the first wom-
an signed to Kanye West’s 
G.O.O.D. music imprint. 
 Between R&B’s identity crisis 
in the 2010s, Taylor dropped 
her debut album “VII,” with 
tracks like “Maybe” (featur-
ing Yo Gotti and Pusha T) 
and the sultry “Just Different” 

shaping her musical perso-
na. The critically acclaimed 
album debuted at No. 1 on 
the Billboard Top R&B/Hip-
Hop Albums chart in 2014, ce-
menting her position in today’s 
modern R&B field. “I fought 
for that raw, hood necessary 
R&B and now I feel like it’s 
better than ever,” she says. 
 After spicing up the R&B 
charts, Taylor was blessed 
with the arrival of her daugh-
ter Junie with husband and 
NBA star Iman Shumpert in 
2015. “I do all of this for my 
baby. She’s who I do it for,” 
she says about Iman “Junie” 
Tayla Shumpert Jr., her main 
source of inspiration. “I always 
show her how to be a leader 
and a businesswoman. I want 
her to believe that she can be 
anything she wants to be and 
it not be a shocker that she’s a 
female doing it all.”

Soon after, Taylor went on 
to star in the internet-break-
ing video for Kanye West’s 
“Fade,” and scored her first 

MTV Moonman for “Best 
Choreography” at the 2017 
MTV Video Music Awards. 
 But it wasn’t until the re-
lease of her second album 
project K.T.S.E. (released 
June 2018) that the world 
caught up with her unabashed 
talents. With her all-female 
production company The 
Aunties, Taylor self-directed 
videos for “WTP,” the RIAA 
gold-selling single “Gonna 
Love Me,” (whose remix fea-
tures Wu-Tang Clan’s Ghost-
face Killah, Method Man 
and Raekwon), and recently, 
“Issues/Hold On.” She has 
also directed videos for her 
peers like T.I. (“You”), Mon-
ica (“Commitment”), and Lil 
Duval (“Pull Up” featuring 
Ty Dolla $ign) drawing the 
attention of fans like Ms. 
Lauryn Hill and Elton John 
who praised her boss moves. 
 Part of what makes this per-
former with model looks stand 
out from the rest is her ability 
to move with precision and 

poise in everything she does. 
From the studio to the stage, 
every idea is a project with the 
singer front and center with 
a vision all her own. With 
her musical inspirations like 
Aaliyah, Teena Marie, Mint 
Condition and Janet Jackson 
speaking to her soul, Taylor 
is aware her mission is larger 
than life. “I’m working on me 
every day and I think that’s my 
purpose,” she says, compar-
ing her life to a never-ending 
book. “I’m still going, still 
mastering and being a better 
me.”

The Album  is the long-await-
ed successor to K.T.S.E. (June 
2018), Teyana’s second album, 
one of the five G.O.O.D. Mu-
sic/Def Jam albums produced 
by Kanye West during his 
2018 sojourn in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming.  K.T.S.E. (acronym 
for Keep That Same Energy) 
set off an 18-month chain re-
action for Teyana, starting 
with its summer time Top 10 
R&B smash “Gonna Love 
Me.”  She performed “Gon-
na Love Me” (in a medley 
with “Rose In Harlem,” an-
other K.T.S.E. track) on The 
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon.  Hip-hop audiences 
embraced the “Gonna Love 
Me” remix featuring Wu-Tang 
Clan’s Ghostface Killah, 
Method Man and Raekwon, 
whose video was directed by 
Taylor. Fans are totally hyped 
over The Album with the Grace 
Jones-inspired photo mirroring 
the cover art for her single “We 
Got Love,” featuring Lauryn 
Hill.

Taylor is one of the most 
exotic looking and electrify-
ing performers of all time and 
is often referred to as “a jack 
of trades” which has allowed 
her to become a master of all! 
(Photos courtesy umusic)

Teyana Taylor

“Made It”

“Bare Wit Me”

“The Album” cover art



B
E

A
C

O
N

, J
un

e 
11

 –
 J

un
e 

17
, 2

02
0 

ne
w

yo
rk

be
ac

on
.c

om

20 By Audrey J. Bernard Bookin’ It
Adam Cruz pens informative book

Posted By Don Thomas

Adam Cruz has pub-
lished his first book, 
“Tips and Tales from an

Indie Music Nerd.” He 
takes you on a fast-paced jour-
ney through the complicated 
world of streaming music.

He details the effects that 
manual interplay has had on 
royalties and chronicles the di-

minishing value of music, the 
rise of streaming services and 
the changing attitudes of music 
lovers. Cruz shares tips and 
tales from his days of running 
a popular NYC disco label at 
the turn of the millennium. He 
is also graphic designer.

As a producer, Adam has 
built a solid reputation for his 
production style and song-writ-
ing prowess, who has recorded 

with Eddie Nicholas, Flora 
Cruz, Gerideau, Lillias White 
and several others. As a DJ, 
he spins an energetic blend of 
Jazz, Funk, Latin and soulful 
Dance music.

He has worked with disco 
music legend Mel Cheren, 
Grammy Award winner Louie 
Vega, Kenny “Dope” Gonza-
lez, dance music giants Josh 
Milan and Kevin Hedge and 
others.

Adam runs his own record 
label, Mixtape Sessions and 
co-owns record label Honey-
comb Music, alongside long-
time music partner Josh Milan.

For Mixtape Sessions, Cruz 
released his third “Freedom” 
LP as well as his first book.

In 2019 Cruz produced the 
Mixtape Sessions Music Con-
ference, a 1-day music busi-
ness conference, addressing 
topics related to artist health 
and wellness, financial liter-
ary, music business trends and 
more! The Mixtape Sessions 
Music Conference returns on 
August 1, 2020 in Newark, 
New Jersey.

Currently Adam has been 
discussing music business 
news and trends from around 
the globe on the “Freedom 
Radio Hour,” broadcasting 
for eleven seasons on Capital 
Radio 91.6FM The Heartbeat 
of Sudan in Africa and on the 
web at freedomradiohour.
com. Tune in from 10am-3pm 
weekly Fridays. To learn more 
about Adam Cruz visit the web 
at DJAdamCruz.com

Kierra Sheard releases KIERRA!
Posted By Don Thomas

GRAMMY and Stellar 
Award-winning Singer/
Actress and entrepre-

neur, Kierra Sheard, recently 
released her album KIERRA!, 
marking her sixth studio album 
and first project with RCA In-
spiration. KIERRA! includes 
the single “It Keeps Happen-
ing” and the anthem

“Don’t Judge Me,” featur-
ing Missy Elliott, accompanied 
by a new video for another 
single, “Something Has To 
Break (Live)” featuring Tasha 
Cobbs Leonard.

“KIERRA! provides a fit-
ting sanctuary amid these 
difficult times. Faith and in-
spiration have been the driving 
force of my career. We’re go-
ing to get past this. We have to. 
The Lord has so many things 
for so many of us to do,” said 
Kierra.

T h e  a l b u m  i n c l u d e s 
15-tracks with sounds ranging 
from Pop, R&B, Hip-Hop and 
Gospel, featuring some live 
recorded songs which Sheard 
performed before a sold out 
crowd in her hometown of 
Detroit, MI.

Demonstrating her lyri-
cism, Kierra wrote or co-wrote 
all of the tracks on the album 
including “Grateful,” “Hu-
man,” and “Better.” Assisted 
by a dynamic team, the proj-
ect features production from 
her collaborators, Harmony 
“H-Money” Samuels and her 
brother J. Drew Sheard, as well 
as Songwriters Mia Fieldes, 
Varren Wade, Edgar “JV” Eti-
enne, Justin Brooks and rising 
Chicago artist Sir the Baptist.

In addition to Missy Elliott 
and Tasha Cobbs Leonard, the 
album features vocals from 
other Gospel Artists Todd 
Dulaney, Tasha Cobbs Leon-
ard, Le’Andria Johnson and 
Kierra’s nephew Jacob Sheard.

Sheard is also celebrating 
the fifth anniversary of her 
fashion line, Eleven60, which 
is available at Macys.com. 
Showcasing her versatility 
and range as an artist, Kierra 
continues to act and co-stars 
in the Lifetime biopic, The 
Clark Sisters: The First Ladies 
of Gospel, which premiered 
on April 11th to 2.7 million 
viewers. In the film she depicts 
her mother, legendary Gospel 
Artist Karen Clark Sheard.

Adam Cruz
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 View By Audrey J. Bernard

Black Enterprise CEO: “I Am Tired …
The Pandemic Of Racism Must End”
Posted by Audrey J. Bernard

Earl “Butch” Graves, 
Jr. is speaking out due 
to civil unrest in the 

wake of the George Floyd 
killing, which is part of a 
trend of deaths of Black men 
at the hands of police. Due 
to ongoing racial inequities, 
Graves believes that corporate 
America must take leadership 
in providing opportunities and 
stamping out institutional rac-
ism and discrimination. Graves 
can speak from first-hand ex-
perience as he was snatched off 
NY Metro-North by New York 
police officers more than two 
decades ago for simply being 
a Black man. To read more, 
click: https://www.nytimes.
com/1995/05/09/nyregion/a-
black-businessman-s-ordeal-
as-a-suspect.html
 
Graves explains below that he 
is simply TIRED. 
 
Over the past few days, civil 
unrest has gripped our entire 
nation. This was due to the 
unwarranted and senseless 
murder of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis last week by a 
police officer who placed his 
knee on the neck of Mr. Floyd 
for nine minutes as he begged 
for his life, while three other 
officers charged to protect and 
serve, did little — none of them 
displaying a shred of decency 
or humanity. It represents the 
latest, and perhaps the most 
disturbing, incident of police 
brutality against an African 
American man. As such, I feel 
compelled to share my person-
al thoughts because I cannot 
in all good conscience remain 
silent while the continuation of 
unchecked violence results in 
the loss of black lives without 
regard or consequence.
 
I am a proud African American 
man who loves this country. I 
have close friends and family 
of all races, and I pride myself 
on being measured and fair. I 
have always tried to view the 
circumstances of life as “the 
glass 3/4 full instead of 1/4 
empty,” but my patience has 
truly run thin…and now I am 
tired!
 
I am tired of watching innocent 
black men being targeted with 
violence at the hands of law 
enforcement.
 
Tired of ignorant bigots taking 
the law into their own hands 
and feeling justified to confront 
black citizens.
 
Tired of the media-driven, neg-
ative stereotypes that shape the 
dangerous narrative surround-
ing young black men.
 

Tired of white people calling 
the police on black people, 
and weaponizing the police be-
cause they are entitled, scared, 
or distrusting.
 
Tired of overlooking the pur-
poseful or passive suppression 
of talented black professionals 
in Corporate America.
 
Tired of watching black-owned 
businesses struggle without 
access to capital.
 
Tired of Corporate America 
loving the fruits of black cul-
ture, but not nurturing the tree 
that bears it.
 
Tired of the word “Diversity” 
which has been nothing more 
than a diversion away from 
black.
 
Tired of systemic and institu-
tionalized corporate racism 
which is masked by flowery 
mission statements and codes 
of conduct that are rarely en-
forced.
 
Tired of the rise of the digital 
and social media economy 
without commensurate rein-
vestment in the very market 
that has often led to its success.

 
Tired of being disrespected 
in restaurants as if I were 
invisible.
 
Tired of being followed in retail 
establishments as if I were a 
threat to rob them.
 
Tired of not being afforded the 
same assumption of compe-
tence and associated opportu-
nities as my white high school, 
college, and business school 
classmates.
 
Tired of explaining why I like to 
spend time with black people…
while white people are never 
asked to explain why they like 
spending time with people that 
look like them.
 
Tired of the overall physical 
and psychological toll that 
being a black man takes on me 
every day.
 
As the father of two talented, 
charming, educated, young 
black men with unlimited po-
tential, it pains me deeply 
that I needed to have “the 
conversation” with them while 
they were innocent teenagers 
regarding their possible in-
teraction with cops that my 
Dad had with me almost five 

decades earlier, and that no 
doubt his Dad had with him. 
Every evening before I go to 
bed I must say a prayer that 
my boys will not be targeted 
and killed by law enforcement 
who mistake them as a threat 
which is something none of my 
white friends or classmates 
ever have to endure much less 
think about.
 
Why are we still facing the 
same problems, and having the 
same conversations surround-
ing racism in 2020 that we’ve 
had over the past 50, 100, and 
200 years? The reason is we 
have never truly had any desire 
to actually address and cure 
the “Pandemic of Racism.” 
I guarantee you we will soon 
find a vaccine for Covid-19 
just like we have found cures 
for other health crises that 
have plagued this country 
throughout centuries. We are 
a nation with vast resources 
of money and intelligence, 
and this Pandemic of Racism 
can be cured, but black people 
alone cannot put an end to this 
virus. We need the commitment 
and assistance of consciously 
aware white people to bring 
an end to this virulent disease.
 
Let me be clear: I do not con-
done violence and looting as 
a methodology to fix racism. 

On the other hand, I fully un-
derstand the frustration  and 
outrage at yet another incident 
where the lives of black people 
are considered worthless. My 
heart is warmed to see so many 
of the protestors across this 
country and around the world 
to be a full mix of young white, 
black, yellow, and brown peo-
ple. I have great hope for the 
next generation because they 
are fed up with the nonsense 
and determined to do some-
thing.
 
Corporate America is uniquely 
positioned to be  true leaders 
in this discussion and to drive 
lasting change – especially 
those companies that sincerely 
are committed to inclusion and 
equity. As it has done through-
out history, American business 
can offer viable solutions while 
helping set the tone for our 
nation and world. It starts with 
being intentional, accountable, 
vocal, and fully engaged. I am 
truly optimistic about the ini-
tial response I have seen from 
fair-minded CEOs and other 
corporate leaders. I now chal-
lenge all of Corporate America 
to make an effective strategic 
plan to unlock the greatness 
that America can become, and 
to embrace everyone equally 
with fairness, love, and com-
passion.

Earl “Butch” James, Jr.
JUSTICE? We can’t (be) …
• handcuffed and put in the police car unless we are dead 

(#GeorgeFloyd)
• sitting in car as a couple (#Messiah Young and Taniyah 

Pilgrim)
• bird watch in Central Park (#ChristianCooper)
• go jogging (#AmaudArbery).
• relax in the comfort of our own homes (#BothemSean and 

#AtatianaJefferson).
• ask for help after being in a car crash (#JonathanFerrell 

and #RenishaMcBride).
• have a cellphone (#StephonClark).
• leave a party to get to safety (#JordanEdwards).
• play loud music (#JordanDavis).
• sell CD’s (#AltonSterling).
• sleep (#AiyanaJones)
• walk from the corner store (#MikeBrown).
• play cops and robbers (#TamirRice).
• go to church (#Charleston9).
• walk home with Skittles (#TrayvonMartin).
• hold a hairbrush while leaving our own bachelor party 

(#SeanBell).
• party on New Year’s (#OscarGrant).
• get a normal traffic ticket (#SandraBland).
• lawfully carry a weapon (#PhilandoCastile).
• break down on a public road with car problems (#Corey-

Jones).
• shop at Walmart (#JohnCrawford) .
• have a disabled vehicle (#TerrenceCrutcher).
• read a book in our own car (#KeithScott).
• be a 10yr old walking with our grandfather (#Clifford-

Glover).
• decorate for a party (#ClaudeReese).
• ask a cop a question (#RandyEvans).
• cash our check in peace (#YvonneSmallwood).
• take out our wallet (#AmadouDiallo).
• run (#WalterScott).
• breathe (#EricGarner).
• live (#FreddieGray).
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22 Ponder this    
Beware of careless and cocky too soon

By Hazel Rosetta Smith 
Contributing Scribe

Like most of us, I believe 
you have been thinking 
about the day when you 

will swing your door open 
and walk out free at last of the 
COVID-19 pandemic phenom-
enon. Every one of us should 
be immersed in futuristic 
thinking. It is not probable or 
possible to continue to live as 
in a tunnel if we are to survive 
and thrive. With confidence 
we can begin to rebuild our 
businesses and we must sup-
port the hope of those who are 
venturing into new endeavors.

A new beginning may seem 
out of reach for those who have 
lost everything in the interim. 
For restauranteurs, the journey 
may be long and hard to regain 
the trust of the people who once 
flocked to their doors to wine and 
dine with no thought of a dan-
gerous virus sitting beside them.

Bartenders serving in masks 
and gloves in the faces of those 
on bar stools will remain a 
point of view, that liquor may 
not deter. Boutiques who wel-
comed shoppers to dressing 
rooms to try on garments must 
consider the safety of those 
tiny changing spaces and the 
exchange of clothes from body 
to body.

Hair salons, barber shops 
and massage parlors might 
engage in temperature taking 
at their entrances with an un-
derstanding they will have to 
turn willing customers away 
who show signs of the illness 
for the safety of their business.

Some things about this 
pandemic will be hard to forget 
and even harder to get over. 

Our minds have been as dam-
aged as deeply as our bodies. 
Our eyes have been opened 
daily to charts showing deaths 
across the nation on television 
stations.

We have heard the cries 
of those in need of protective 
gear to attend to the infected. 
We know the elderly and those 
with underlying health con-

cerns have been designated 
as the most vulnerable. Yet, 
children and younger adults 
who were thought to be a safer 
category have been added to 
the mix.

The Governor has spoken 
from hallowed quarters every 
morning to provide residents of 
New York State with as much 
transparent information as 
available. We wait with bated 
breath to hear the numbers go-
ing down in hospitalizations, 
new infections, and hopefully 
fewer deaths. Each day brings 
a little comfort to the weary 
and still some questions to the 
leery.

We may never know the 
full story of the COVID-19 
pandemic. How it started, its 
actual origin, its travel across 
the world by land and sea. We 
tried to do what we were told 
by the CDC and prominent 
infectious disease doctors and 
researchers. We put on the 
personal protective equipment, 
masks and gloves and the full 
armor of God in our Christian 
belief as prescribed in the Bi-
ble book of Ephesians 6:10-18.

Despite our individual con-
fines, facts shifted week by 
week. Medicine at first pre-
scribed to save a life, then 
was suggested to prevent the 
disease, and ultimately deemed 

to be dangerous under any 
circumstances, as stories of 
upcoming vaccines abound.

Desperate times can make 
desperate measures seem like 
rational thinking. Hopefully, 
those with an ounce of com-
mon sense were not going for 
the foolishness of drinking 
bleach or flushing internally 
with Clorox.

How to rid ourselves of the 
natural fears that have engulfed 
our minds for nearly half a 
year is the question at hand. 
Re-openings are happening 
because people are recovering, 
and those infected numbers 
continue to drop daily in nu-
merous cities.

Do not forget we have been 
forewarned of the danger of 
forgetting and getting too re-
laxed. Do not get too careless 
or too cocky. Stay carefully 
safe, focus on good health in 
mind, body, and spirit. Trust 
and believe we shall overcome 
and soar as never before.

[Hazel Rosetta Smith is a 
journalist, playwright, and 
artistic director of Help Some-
body Theatrical Ministries, 
retired former Managing Edi-
tor and Woman’s Editor of the 
New York Beacon News and 
current columnist of Harlem 
Community News, Inc. Con-
tact: Misshazel@twc.com

Hazel Rosetta Smith wearing self made mask

People wearing masks
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month! 155 Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand 
(w/SELECT All Included Pack-
age.) PLUS Stream on Up to 
FIVE Screens Simultaneously 
at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We pay 

CA$H for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-361-0601 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 63281CKT
www.OmahaSteaks.com/family225

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
THAT’S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT!

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $7999

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129
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Sports
Brees, Fromm, Trump and Goodell still don't get it

By Andrew Rosario

Drew Brees did not get it 
4 years ago and he still 
doesn’t get it now. Same 

with both NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell and President 
Donald Trump. First round 
draft pick for the Buffalo Bills 
quarterback Jake Fromm is 
now added to the list. While 
the cities across the nation 
protested the violent, brutal 
death of George Floyd at the 
knee of Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin while 
2 other officers helped pin him 
down and another stood watch, 
Brees, Fromm, Goodell and 
Trump made head spinning 
comments about players kneel-
ing, white privilege and not 
recognizing players concerns.

Drew Brees will be induct-
ed into the NFL Hall of Fame 
5 years after he retires for all 
of his accomplishments on the 
field. He will also be remem-
bered for comments he made 
last week. “I will never agree 
with anybody disrespecting 
the flag of the United States 
of America or our country," 
Brees said to Yahoo! Finance. 
"I think what you do by stand-
ing there and showing respect 
to the flag with your hand over 
your heart, is it shows unity. It 
shows that we are all in this to-
gether, we can all do better and 
that we are all part of the solu-
tion.” From the very begin-
ning, Colin Kaepernick made it 
clear that he was not protesting 
the flag or the military men 
and women that have served 
this country. He was trying to 
bring attention to the police 
brutality that had been taking 
place across the country. The 
backlash Brees received was 
swift. Said teammate Michael 
Thomas in a tweet,"we don't 
care if you don't agree. He 
don't know no better." Athletes 
from other sports chimed in as 
well. Said LeBron James "Is 
it still surprising at this point. 
Sure isn't. You literally still 
don't understand why Kap was 
kneeling on one knee?? Has 
absolute nothing to do with the 
disrespect of (the flag) and our 
soldiers (men and women) who 
keep our land free."

Those comments also struck 
a nerve with Brees especially 
after President Trump issued 
the following statement: "He 
should not have taking back his 
original stance on honoring our 
magnificent American flag. 
Old Glory is to be revered, 
cherished and flown high." 
Trump went on to tweet, "we 
should be standing up straight 
and tall , ideally with a salute, 
or a hand on heart. There are 
other things you can protest. 
But not our Great Ameri-
can Flag. NO KNEELING." 
Again, another person who 
missed the original message.

Brees wasted no time re-
sponding to the President as a 

picture was circulated bonding 
with Trump and both wives in 
the past. "Through much ongo-
ing conversations with friends, 
teammates and leaders in the 
black community, l realize this 
is not an issue about the Amer-
ican flag. It Has never been. 
We can no longer use the flag 
to turn people away or distract 
them from the real issues that 
face our black community. 
We did this back in 2017 and 
regretfully l brought it back 
with my comments this week. 
We must stop talking about the 
flag and shift our attention to 
the real issues of systematic 
racial injustice, economic op-
pression, police brutality and 
judicial and prison reform. We 
are at a critical juncture in our 
nation's history. if not now, 
then when? We as a white com-
munity need to listen and learn 
from the pain and suffering of 
out black community. We must 
acknowledge the problems, 
identify the solutions and then 
put this into action. The black 
community cannot do it alone. 
This will require all of us." 
Not surprisingly, there was no 
Trump reply.

Not long after, Buffalo 
Bills first round draft pick 
(#5) Jake Fromm had text 
messages leaked in which he 
eluded to who should be able 
to buy guns. "Just make them 
very expensive so only elite 
white people can get them 
haha." Not very funny when 
the lives of black and brown 
people are dying as a result 
of gun violence by the police. 
As usual, Fromm tried to clear 
the air. Claiming he was "not 
an elite white person" Fromm 
said, "I am extremely sorry that 
I chose to use the words 'elite 
white person' in a text message 
conversation. Although I never 
meant to imply that I am an 
'elite white person as later stat-
ed in the conversation, there's 
no excuse for that word choice 
and sentiment. "I stand against 
racism 100%. I promise to 

commit myself to being part 
of the solution in this country." 
The Bills organization has not 
said whether or not Fromm 
will be disciplined after sign-
ing him to a 4 year contract.

Then there was NFL com-
missioner Roger Goodell who 
issued a statement claiming the 
NFL dropped the ball when it 
came to players taking a knee 
prior to the National Anthem 
started by Kaepernick. Was it 
in response to the video shot 
10 days after the Floyd murder 
by NFL stars Odell Beckham, 
Ezekiel Elliott, Shaquan Bark-
ley, Patrick Mahomes and oth-
er who said, "how many times 
do we need to ask you to listen 
to your players. We will not be 
silenced. We assert our rights to 
peacefully protest. It shouldn't 
take this long to admit it. So, 
on behalf the National Football 
League, this is what we, the 
players would like to hear you 
state: We the National football 
League condemn racism and 
the systematic oppression of 
black people. We the National 
Football League admit wrong 
in silencing our players from 
peacefully protesting. We the 
National Football League be-
lieve black lives matter."

It was heard loud and clear 
by Goodell in part by saying, 
"it has been a difficult time 
for our country. In particular, 
black people on our country. 
We in the National Football 
League condemn racism and 
the systematic oppression of 
black people. We, the Nation-
al Football League admit we 
were wrong for not listening 
to NFL Players earlier and 
encourage all to speak out and 
peacefully protest. We, the Na-
tional Football League believe 
black lives matter. I personally 
protest with you and want to 
be part of the much needed 
change in this country. Without 
black players, there would be 
no National Football League. 
The protest around the country 
were emblematic of the centu-

ries of silence, inequality and 
oppression of black players, 
coaches, fans and staff. We are 
listening. I am listening. I will 
be reaching out to players who 
have raised their voices and 
others on how we can improve 
and go forward for a better and 
more united NFL family."

Ironically, no NFL owner 
has issued a statement on 
comments made by the players 
or the Commissioner. Some 
of them expressed why they 
could not take a chance signing 
Kaepernick sighting they did 
not want to alienate their fan 
base. The league is on schedule 

to open training camp in late 
July. Whether or not fans will 
be allowed to attend regular 
season games is yet to be de-
termined due the Coronavirus/
Covid19 pandemic as cities 
are in the process of trying to 
reopen on a full-time basis.

One thing is for sure. The 
death of George Floyd has not 
only sparked a country/world 
wide protest. It began a new 
voice among African American 
athletes who no longer fear 
repercussions for voicing their 
opinions. Let's see what hap-
pens when they begin taking a 
collective knee.
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