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Youth lockups are required by law to rehabilitate the kids, not to 
punish them.  But the pandemic has made that hard to do and these 

correction facilities have become more like grown up prisons, page 3.   

44,000 JUVENILES IN PRISON  
LOCKED IN ISOLATION CELLS  

EAT THEIR MEALS BY THE TOILET
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Continued on page 3

Anti-Asian hate crimes 
up 21% in UK during 
coronavirus crisis

Newyorkbeacon.com

A session of the home 
affairs select committee 
on online harm since 

the onset of the pandemic also 
heard that incidents of revenge 
porn – the sharing of private 
sexual material of another 
person without their consent 
either online and offline – had 
increased.

Susan Williams, the Home 
Office minister for countering 
extremism, told the committee 
that extremism generally had 
not increased, but there had 
been a rise in specific types of 
hate crime.

She said: “I’ve been speak-
ing to our hate crime lead, and 
there’s been a 21% uptick in 
hate incidents against the IC4 
and IC5 community.”

Police use IC codes in radio 
communications and crime re-
cording systems to describe the 
apparent ethnicity of a suspect 

or victim. IC4 relates to south 
Asia and IC5 to east Asia.

   Incidents of hate crime 
against Chinese people in the 
UK have been well-document-
ed in the run up to and during 
the lockdown period, including 
individuals being spat on and 
assaulted.

Police estimates suggest a 
threefold increase in such inci-
dents in the first three months 
of 2020 compared with the 
same period last year.

Lady Williams’s answer 
jars with information provided 
by another Home Office min-
ister, Kit Malthouse, in answer 
to a parliamentary question 
from the Liberal Democrats 
about the proportion of hate 
crime incidents against people 
of Chinese ethnicity. Malt-
house did not provide a figure 
in his response, and said: 
“Information is not routinely 
collected on the ethnicity of 
victims.”

EU could reopen borders to tourists 
in Covid-19 recovery plan

Newyorkbeacon.com

European countries will 
be advised to open bor-
ders to countries with 

similar coronavirus-risk pro-
files, under a plan to bolster 
the ailing tourist industry being 
discussed in Brussels.

The European commission 

is expected on Wednesday 
to recommend a three-phase 
approach to reopening borders 
that suggests EU countries 
with “similar overall risk pro-
files” on the pandemic open 
to tourists from each oth-
er’s countries, according to a 
leaked version of the draft seen 
by the website Euractiv.

The EU executive has pre-
viously voiced unease about 
“tourism corridors”, whereby 
member states make bilateral 
deals to open to each other’s 
tourists, but now appears ready 
to accept these arrangements 
in practice.

KKK hoods are apparently 
the new COVID-19 fashion 
statement

Newyorkbeacon.com

Police in Colorado are 
seeking the public’s help 
to identify a man who 

went grocery shopping while 
wearing a Ku Klux Klan hood 
this weekend, though a similar 
case in San Diego recently 
ended with the police throwing 
up their hands and going, “This 
is America.”

Some white people have 
used their privilege to respond 
to the current COVID-19 pan-
demic by refusing to follow 
public health orders to wear 
masks and not go out to get 
bad haircuts.

  Others, like this man who 
went out to get some milk 
while wearing a wrinkled 
KKK hood, have responded 
by turning masks into emblems 
of their white supremacist 
desires:

Others, like this man who 
went out to get some milk 
while wearing a wrinkled 
KKK hood, have responded 

by turning masks into emblems 
of their white supremacist 
desires:

According to Summit Dai-
ly, employees of the grocery 
store called the police after 
they told the man to leave and 
he refused.

From Summit Daily:
Dillon Police Chief Mark 

Heminghous said officers 
were dispatched on a report 
of trespassing at 12:41 p.m. 
but that the man had left the 
area just before they arrived 
at 12:45 p.m. The department 
is working to identify the man 
using surveillance footage to 
determine his vehicle.

Newborn babies and mothers killed 
in attack on Kabul hospital
Kabul, Afghanistan (CNN)

At least 11 people have 
been killed in an attack 
on a hospital in Kabul, 

including two newborn babies, 
mothers and nurses, Afghan-
istan’s interior ministry said 
Tuesday.

Fifteen others were wound-
ed during the Tuesday morning 
attack on the hospital com-
pound in the capital, which 
includes a maternity ward run 
by aid group Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF).

Three gunmen entered the 
100-bed hospital at 10 a.m. 
local time (1.30 a.m. ET) in 
an attack that has not yet been 
claimed by any group.

Explosions and gunfire were 
reported after the hospital in the 
Dasht-e Barchi area of Kabul 
was attacked, MSF said on 
Twitter, and an eyewitness near 
the scene earlier told CNN that 
they heard sporadic gunfire. At 
least 80 patients and staff were 
evacuated and the first floor of 
the hospital was cleared.

All three attackers were 
eventually killed by police, 
ending the assault, the interior 
ministry said.

Afghan security personnel 
arrive at the site of the attack 
on the west side of the Afghan 
capital.

Special forces blocked the 
area around the hospital, which 
is located on the west side of 
Kabul in police district 13, 
after arriving on the scene, 
according to interior ministry 
spokeswoman Marwa Amini.

The hospital massacre hap-
pened within hours of a suicide 
blast at a funeral ceremony in 
the country’s Nangarhar prov-
ince that left at least 24 dead 
and 68 injured, according to 
the provincial media office.

Government and parliament 
officials were attending the 
funeral of police officer Sheikh 
Akram in eastern Afghanistan 
when an attacker detonated 
explosives in the crowd, said 
provincial spokes spokesman 
Atahullah Khogyani.

Paul Manafort released from prison 
years early because of Coronavirus

Newyorkbeacon.com

WASHINGTON — President Trump’s 
former campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort has been released from 

prison to home confinement over fears about 
the coronavirus.

The move marks a new twist in one of the 
most high-profile cases of the investigation into 
Trump’s ties to Russia, which sent Manafort and 
others in Trump’s inner circle to prison.

Manafort was charged with financial crimes 
and failing to register as a foreign agent in 
relation to his work as a consultant for the 
Russia-friendly former president of Ukraine, 
Viktor Yanukovych, but he wasn’t accused of 

any criminal wrongdoing in direct connection 
with his role with the Trump campaign.

Manafort, 71, was released from FCI Lo-
retto in central Pennsylvania early Wednesday 
morning, a person familiar with his situation 
confirmed to VICE News, following a report 
from ABC News citing two sources.

   Manafort and his lawyers have repeatedly 
complained of his failing health during his 
trial, sentencing and incarceration. Manafort 
appeared in court in a wheelchair during the lat-
ter days of his 2018 trial, and his attorneys said 
he suffered from gout and severe depression.

Manafort’s lawyer, Todd Blanche, said in 
December that Manafort had been hospitalized 
for reasons that weren’t entirely clear, and that 
neither his attorney nor family had been able to 
get updates about what was going on.

His attorneys sent a letter to the Bureau of 
Prisons last month asking that he be moved to 
home confinement because he’s at high risk 
of contracting COVID-19 due to his age and 
pre-existing conditions. His attorneys have 
said those include high blood pressure, liver 
disease and respiratory ailments.

Manafort had been due for release in 2024. 
He’d been incarcerated since the judge in his 
case revoked his bail in the summer of 2018 
over accusations that he tried to reach out to 
witnesses in the case against him.
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Continued on page 3

Can Joe Biden win? 
The jury is out

By Barrington M. 
Salmon(TriceEdneyWire.

com) –

Former Vice President 
Joe Biden has the most 
delegates going into this 

summer’s Democratic Con-
vention and is the presumptive 
nominee for president. But 
there is no consensus about 
whether Biden will be able to 
beat President Donald Trump 
in November.

Political analyst Dr. Avis 
Jones-Deweever said she’s 
been tracking polls, talking to 
colleagues and other people 
she knows and trying to read 
the tea leaves. Even though 
Biden is ahead in all the polls 
she’s seen, she said she’s still 
uneasy.

“Coronavirus is helping 
him because Trump is hurting 
himself a lot with ridiculous 
behavior,” said Jones-De-
Weever, a highly-sought af-
ter women’s empowerment 
strategist, diversity counselor, 
author and political commen-
tator. “People are seeing the 
devastation of that, the lies, 
incompetence, stupidity. All of 
that has to count.”

“Biden is leading in every 
poll. He’s run every single 
poll.”

Currently, Trump’s base is 
not enough to win or capture 
key states. What’s of vital im-
portance is turnout, especially 
in the key states that Hillary 
Clinton lost in 2016 including 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and 
Wisconsin.

“This is a very winnable 

election, not necessary a cake-
walk,” De-Weever cautioned.

Jones-DeWeever said she’s 
aware that Biden just released 
a brand new agenda around 
Black people.

“It’s 20 pages long which 
suggests that he is doing more 
to address our problems,” she 
said. “It’s been hard for him 
to get media attention because 
of coronavirus. I’m very con-
cerned because they’re not us-
ing social media to its capacity. 
They need talented staff to de-
velop digital content because 
so far, it’s underwhelming.”

Jones-DeWeever said she 
is stunned that former Dem-
ocratic presidential candidate 
billionaire Mike Bloomberg 
offered his digital staff to the 
Biden campaign and Biden 
lieutenants have not accepted 
it.

“I was like, ‘Jesus Christ, 
please.’ They’re so arrogant 

Solitary, brawls, no teachers: 
Coronavirus makes juvenile jails 
look like adult prisons
Youth lockups 
are supposed to 
rehabilitate kids, not 
punish them. The 
pandemic is making 
that harder than ever.

By ELI HAGER

They’re locked in cramped 
isolation cells 23 hours a 
day. They eat meals by 

the toilet and shout to their 
friends under the cell door. 
They interact only with cor-
rections officers.

It sounds like what happens 
to adults behind bars, but these 
are the conditions now facing 
many of the 44,000 youth 
incarcerated across the coun-
try. In the age of COVID-19, 
juvenile detention—required 
by federal and state laws to 
rehabilitate, not to punish—
has become more like grown-
up prison than in decades, 
according to interviews with 
incarcerated teens, their law-
yers and family members, and 
corrections officers and staff in 
more than a dozen states.

To slow the virus’s spread, 
youth lockups nationwide have 
shut down school programs. 
Solitary confinement and other 
forms of isolation, which in 
recent years had largely been 
eradicated in juvenile jails, have 
resurged in an effort to socially 
distance, according to lawsuits 
in five states, interviews with 
staff and statements from youth. 
In most facilities, with family 
visits canceled and only “es-
sential” employees—typically 
just guards—on the job, teens 
are increasingly alone.

In reaction, youth in Lou-
isiana organized a mass es-
cape. Others there and na-
tionally are expressing pent-
up frustration by getting 
into brawls and fights, which 
have been put down by SWAT 
teams and officers newly out-
fitted with pepper spray.

Some advocates are ques-
tioning whether any juvenile 
justice agency, as long as social 
distancing lasts, can live up to 
its mission of providing learn-

ing, growth and hope. “Does 
anyone believe that rehabil-
itation can occur in a locked 
facility during a pandemic?” 
said Nate Balis, director of 
the Juvenile Justice Strategy 
Group at The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, a philanthropic 
organization. And if not, he 
said, “What are we actually 
doing still holding children in 
facilities?”

Several local juvenile deten-
tion agencies and judges across 
the U.S. have taken steps to 
reduce the number of confined 
children in the past month. But 
only 10 states have done so at 
the state level, at least accord-
ing to public announcements. 
And only two governors—in 
Michigan and Colorado—have 
issued executive orders to begin 
larger-scale releases of youth 
from jails where COVID-19 is 
spreading, according to a report 
released Tuesday by the Youth 
First Initiative, an advocacy 
group.

To be sure, juvenile de-
tention agencies hard-hit by 
coronavirus outbreaks, in New 
York City, Virginia, Louisi-
ana and elsewhere, have few 
short-term options for slowing 
the spread without slowing 
rehabilitation in the process. 
And if they were to release 
more kids, it might be hard to 
provide rehabilitative services 
in the community, too, given 
shelter orders.

In lieu of school, many jails 
are handing out worksheets 
for kids to fill out alone, while 
some with internet access are 
providing students with tablets 

and video lessons.
In Milwaukee, corrections 

officers have stepped in for 
teachers, playing pre-made 
video lessons on a screen. 
“We’re trying to replicate what 
the educators do in terms of go-
ing deeper, connecting with the 
students, asking questions—it 
was a challenge at first,” said 
Kenneth Biami, a supervisor 
of juvenile corrections officers 
there whose usual responsibili-
ties include running the control 
center, intake and visits.

At the Bon Air Juvenile 
Correctional Center in Rich-
mond, Virginia, there was once 
a quilting class and volunteers 
who taught Russian literature. 
Now teens are sitting alone, 
stewing on how the virus is 
threatening their family mem-
bers and the teachers who had 
cared about them, parents say. 
One mother whose son recent-
ly wrote her a suicidal letter 
said that he has reverted to his 
pre-arrest negative mindset.

After nearly a month with-
out being able to speak to her 
child, she finally reached him 
in late April. “The call cut off 
before I could even say I love 
you,” she said.

Roughly 70 percent of 
youth behind bars in the U.S. 
are held on nonviolent of-
fenses, according to The Sen-
tencing Project. Many are 
jailed pre-trial and haven’t 
been convicted of a crime. 
With courts closed, they must 
wait even longer, in even more 
psychologically damaging 
conditions, to argue for their 
freedom.

Stacey Abrams 
endorses Joe Biden

(CNN)

St acey  Abrams ,  who 
has publicly made the 
case for why she believes 

she is well positioned to be 
Joe Biden’s running mate, en-
dorsed the former vice presi-
dent on Tuesday, calling him 
the “leader America needs.”

Biden is “a leader who will 
restore dignity, competence 
and compassion to the Oval 
Office while restoring Amer-
ica’s moral leadership around 
the world. His commitment to 
fighting climate change, lead-
ing an economic recovery for 
all, and protecting every eligi-
ble American’s right to vote are 
among the many reasons why 
he must be the next President 

of the United States,” she said 
in a statement Tuesday.

Abrams, the former top 
Democrat in the Georgia 
House, has praised Biden for 
several weeks since he became 
the presumptive Democratic 
nominee, but she had not for-
mally endorsed his candidacy 
until Tuesday.

“While marginalized com-
munities struggle under Don-
ald Trump’s failed leadership 
and people of color face dis-
proportionate consequences 
of COVID-19, Joe Biden will 
take no one for granted. I 
look forward to continuing 
my strong support for his 
candidacy and doing all I can 
to make sure he is elected this 
November.”

EU could reopen borders to tourists 
in Covid-19 recovery plan

The EU includes some of 
the countries worst hit by the 
pandemic – notably Spain 
and Italy – but others such as 
Greece and the Czech Republic 
that limited its impact.

   Now officials are scram-
bling to rescue Europe’s tour-
ism industry, which accounts 
for 10% of EU economic 
output, more in Italy, Spain, 
Croatia and Greece.

Austria’s chancellor, Se-
bastian Kurz, announced last 
week that he intended to open 
the borders to visitors from 

safe countries, such as Ger-
many and the Czech Republic, 
as part of efforts to protect 
the Alpine state’s tourism 
industry.

Estonia, Lithuania and 
Latvia will reopen their bor-
ders to each other from 15 
May, creating a Baltic “travel 
bubble”.

“We showed a good exam-
ple by stating, very clearly, that 
only countries which success-
fully dealt with the situation 
can open themselves up,” Lith-
uania’s prime minister, Saulius 
Skvernelis, has said.

Senior EU officials ac-

knowledge they cannot stop 
governments from striking 
such bilateral or trilateral 
deals, but argue against se-
lective treatment. If Austria 
opens to Germany, it would be 
expected to permit entry to all 
residents in Germany.

The commission’s accep-
tance of national border con-
trols contrasts with earlier 
unease. “Member states cannot 
open borders for citizens from 
one EU country, but not from 
others. This is essential,” the 
EU home affairs commission-
er, Ylva Johansson, told MEPs 
last week.

From page 2
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Black conservatives denounce 
Candace Owens after hateful 
comments about Ahmaud 
Arbery

Newyorkbeacon.com

You know it’s bad when Can-
dace Owens has managed 
to offend the very people 

she’s been unsuccessfully trying 
to galvanize over the past few 
years in her efforts to sink even 
deeper into the sunken place. 
But that precisely the scenario 
she’s created for  Black conser-
vatives with her relentless crim-
inalization of Ahmaud Arbery, 
the Black man who was jogging 
when two white men armed 
themselves, hunted him down and 
killed him in the middle of a road 
in broad daylight.

Owens — the same per-
son who sympathized with Ad-
olf Hitler and tried to convince 
Congress that white supremacy 
doesn’t exist — has been on a 
mission to discredit Arbery and 
blame him for his own death. She 
has accused Arbery of “breaking 
into” a property, referred to the 
notion that he was jogging as a 
“bullshit narrative” and ques-
tioned whether he was really jog-
ging on that fateful February day 
he was gunned down by accused 
murderers, Gregory and Travis 
McMichael.

The attacks on a man who, 
in death, cannot defend himself 
proved to be too much for Ow-
ens’ fellow Black conservatives, 
who seem to be united in finally 
denouncing her hate. Red State, a 
conservative news website, com-
piled reactions to Owens’ stance 
on Arbery from various Black 
conservatives who have previ-
ously worked with and aligned 
themselves with her work sup-

porting Donald Trump. All eight 
of them distanced themselves 
from Owens’ toxicity in no un-
certain terms, leaving her on a 
hateful island all by her lonely.

Johnathan Throwe, the for-
mer South Carolina director 
for BLEXIT, the failed (and 
Columbused) movement started 
by Owens to encourage Black 
people to leave the Democratic 
Party, reportedly said she would 
do anything to please white 
people, including criminalizing 
a Black man in death.

“BLEXIT could never get 
any traction going into the Black 
community trying to speak with 
residents with the rhetoric and 
energy Candace is currently 
exhibiting,” Red State quoted 
Throwe as saying. “Her facts 
she presents are only to paint 
Black America negatively in the 
face of white supporters. She 
will blatantly ignore the facts 
that would equally cause White 
America to have to look in the 
mirror themselves on key issues. 
I decided to resign from BLEXIT 
to prevent being associated with 
someone who doesn’t speak for 
Black people, but speaks against 
Black people.”

Black man shot, killed by officer 
during traffic stop identified as 
Houston gospel artist

By Victor Omondi

The man gunned down by 
a Houston police officer 
on Friday has been iden-

tified as Adrian Medearis. He’s 
a famous gospel singer and a 
former director for the Prairie 
View A&M Baptist Student 
Movement gospel choir and 
founder of God’s Anointed 
People, according to friends.

The 48-year-old black sing-
er was shot during an alleged 
tussle with a police officer who 
stopped him suspecting that he 
was drunk driving on Friday 
morning. In a statement, the 
Houston Police Department 
said Medearis was pulled over 
for speeding.

An officer by the name J. 
Ramos conducted a field sobri-
ety test and tried to arrest Me-
dearis on suspicion of drunk 

driving, according to a police 
statement. However, Medearis 
allegedly resisted and began to 
wrestle with the police. It was 
at this point that the officer 
fired four times, striking and 
killing the black gospel singer 
in two rounds.

   According to police, no 
other officer was involved and 
there were not any witnesses to 
the incident.

During the alleged tus-
sle, the officer’s camera was 
knocked off, but the incident 
was captured by footage from 
other cameras.

Houston Police Chief Art 
Acevedo said that before the 
tussle, the 48-year-old com-
plained to the officer about 
the shooting and killing of Ah-
maud Arbery who was gunned 
down by a father and son while 
jogging Brunswick, Georgia.

According to Acevedo, the 
struggle between Medearis and 
the police officer lasted for less 
than 3 minutes. At some point, 
the officer pinned Medearis 
to the ground and lifted one 
hand to call for help. However, 
Medearis flipped him over and 
the fight continued.

“What’s sad about this is 
that by all accounts what oc-
curred is conduct that is not 
consistent with who Mr. Med-
earis is,” Acevedo said.

Family of EMT worker 
killed at home by Louisville 
cops hires Ahmaud Arbery 
attorney

Newyorkbeacon.com

Civil rights attorney Ben-
jamin Crump is the latest 
addition to the legal team 

representing the family of Bre-
onna Taylor, a 26-year-old black 
EMT worker who was shot eight 
times by Louisville Metro Police 
officers in her own apartment, 
according to USA Today.

T h e  T a y l o r  f a m i l y 
hired Crump, a Tallahassee, 
Florida-based attorney who 
is known for his involvement 
in high-profile cases of black 
Americans who were killed in 
controversial shootings, includ-
ing Trayvon Martin, Michael 
Brown, and Tamir Rice. Crump 
has also taken on the case of Ah-
maud Arbery, the 25-year-old 
black man who was shot and 
killed by two white men in 
Georgia in late February.

   Taylor was shot by Lou-
isville Metro Police officers 
who had entered her apartment 
around 1 AM on March 13. Po-
lice claim the officers were there 
to serve a search warrant as part 

of a narcotics investigation, but 
there were no drugs found at the 
EMT’s home.

“We stand with the fam-
ily of this young woman in 
demanding answers from the 
Louisville Police Department,” 
Crump said. “Despite the tragic 
circumstances surrounding her 
death, the department has not 
provided any answers regarding 
the facts and circumstances of 
how this tragedy occurred, nor 
have they taken responsibility 
for her senseless killing.”

Crump joins local attorneys 
Sam Aguiar and Lonita Baker in 
representing the family. Crump, 
who called Taylor’s death “in-
excusable” said no one from 
Louisville police has been held 
accountable for her death.

Six Black patients who died from 
coronavirus — after being denied a 
test!

Newyorkbeacon.com

Federal data has already 
confirmed that most of 
the deadly victims of 

COVID-19 in the United States 
are African American. How-
ever, many news reports are 
failing to report that many of 
those who have died from the 
virus were also denied tests. 
In fact, some were denied a 
test multiple times. Here are 
six cases:

#1 – Bassey Offiong: a 25-
year old Nigerian American 
college student at Western 
Michigan University who died 
from the virus just a few weeks 
before his graduation. Detroit 
News reports that he was de-
nied a test multiple times.

#2 – Gary Fowler: a 56-
year old from Detroit who died 
at home from the virus. USA 
Today reports that he literally 
“begged” for a test, but was 
rejected on multiple occasions.

#3 – Rana Zoe Mungin: a 
30-year old social studies 
teacher from Brooklyn who 
died from the virus after being 
on life support for almost a 

month. CBS News reports that 
she was rushed to the hospital 
three different times and was 
denied a test each and every 
time.

#4 – Kayla Williams: a 36-
year old mother from London, 
UK with three children who 
died from the virus just 24 
hours after she called for an 
ambulance. The Guardian re-
ports that was initially told that 
she was not a “priority”.

#5  –  Deborah  Ga te -
wood: a 63-year old from De-
troit who died from the virus 
just two weeks after testing 
positive. NBC News reports 
that she was denied a test three 
times from the very hospital 
where she worked.

#6 – Thomas Fields Jr: a 
32-year old Navy sailor who 
was stationed in Norfolk, 
Virginia, who died from the 
virus. However, his story is 
a bit different. He himself 
was not denied a test, but 
prior to him feeling sick, 
his mom began to show the 
symptoms of the virus and 
was denied a test. WTKR re-
ports that Thomas took care 
of his mom when she was 
sent home untested, but sadly 
he contracted the virus from 
her. As she got better, he got 
worse. Had she been given 
a test, she would have been 
in the hospital and would 
not have exposed her son to 
the virus.

Can Joe Biden win? The jury is out
to ignore this offer. It’s mak-
ing me very concerned. It’s 
making me feel like the Hillary 
Clinton campaign all over 
again.”

Despite positive polls for 
him, there are some who have 
sworn against Biden for what 
they deem to be principled 
reasons.

Leo Alexander, a Mobile, 
Alabama businessman, said he 
thinks Biden is a poor choice 
for the Democratic nominee 

and doesn’t deserve to be vy-
ing for president because he 
has never had the interests of 
Black people during his entire 
political career.

“In the early ‘70s, he was 
against busing, then he cozied 
up to segregation side of the 
Senate, he aggressively at-
tacked Anita Hill in the ‘80s, 
and then he was instrumental 
in the Crime bill which many 
Black men still haven’t recov-
ered from,” said Alexander. 
“He is not a friend of the Black 
man. The only reason why he’s 

relevant is because President 
Obama chose him as his vice 
president. He ran three times 
and was a complete loser.”

For the past several weeks, 
Alexander has been very vo-
cal about his support for New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
who he said has proven to be 
the most competent politician 
on the national scene and he 
said he’s looking forward to 
Cuomo being pushed forward 
as the Democratic nominee this 

Continued on page 6

From page 3
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Old, sick and incarcerated

By Julianne Malveaux,

There were 4623 incar-
cerated people over 65 
in federal prisons during 

the first week of May. Until 
May 12, Paul Manafort, Mr. 
Trump’s one-time campaign 
manager, was one of them. 
The 71-year-old petitioned 
the court for release to home 
confinement because of his 
age, heart condition, and “fear 
of coronavirus.” Yet the fed-
eral correctional institution 
that housed Manafort had 
no coronavirus cases, and 
Manafort had served fewer 
than two years of his more than 
seven-year sentence. Recently 
developed federal guidelines 
suggest at-home confinement 
for those at risk who have 
served more than half of their 

sentence or have less than 
eighteen months of jail time 
left to serve. Manafort meets 
none of these criteria, but he 
apparently had enough high-
priced lawyers to push his case 
aggressively.

I’m not as outraged at 
Manafort’s early release as I 
am disturbed about the other 
4622 elderly inmates, most 
who lack the resources and 
access that Manafort had. 
Nearly forty percent of those 
incarcerated in federal prisons 
are African American, many 
serving very long sentences 
for drug-related crimes. Many 
have some of the same un-
derlying medical conditions 
and “fear of coronavirus” that 
Manafort had. How many of 
them will get an early release 
and the relative luxury of home 
confinement? The treatment 
of a wealthy, older white man 
and a poor, older Black man is 
vastly different.

Prisons are a breeding 
ground for the coronavirus. 
Prisons are overcrowded with 
social distancing an impos-
sibility since an average cell, 
about five feet by five, does 
not allow six feet of distancing. 
Recent studies show that the 
COVID-19 germs from a loud 

conversation or a cough linger 
for minutes, sufficient time 
to infect another person. The 
notorious Riker’s Island prison 
has eight times the COVID-19 
infection rate of the New York 
City rate. Infection is not a 
possibility, but a near-certainty. 
Prison infections are so wide-
spread that some activists de-
scribe them as “death camps.”

Older people don’t com-
mit violent crimes (although 
they commit financial crimes 
and perjury). Releasing those 
over 65 who were convicted 
of drug crimes and other non-
violent crimes saves money 
and has little social cost. But 
incarceration is an economic 
driver for some communities. 
Federal prisons employ tens 
of thousands of people. In 
some isolated communities, 
these prisons are a significant 
source of employment. Releas-
ing prisoners early may cause 
layoffs. Is this why we insist on 
keeping so many people locked 
up for such long periods?

Parole was eliminated in 
federal prison in the mid-
1980s, allowing “good behav-
ior ” only after 85 percent of a 
sentence has been served. But 
Manafort, citing “fear of coro-
navirus,” ended up serving less 

than a quarter of his sentence. 
Can an old Black man get the 
Manafort treatment and serve 
the rest of his sentence in a 
cushy condo in Northern Vir-
ginia? Manafort had a lot less 
to fear, at his minimum-securi-
ty prison, than a Black inmate 
might.

Other countries have react-
ed to coronavirus crowding 
by releasing inmates in the 
tens of thousands. According 
to David Anderson of the In-
ternational Legal Foundation, 
Iran released more than half 
of its prisoners – 100,000 of 
189,000. Palestine is holding 
emergency court sessions to 
allow inmates to petition for 
release. Other countries seem 
to understand that COVID-19 
and crowding don’t work and 
are releasing prisoners.

Meanwhile, our country, in 
Anderson’s words, is “addicted 
to punishment.” In keeping 
nonviolent inmates incarcerat-
ed, we are “prioritizing punish-
ment over public health.” The 
inmates aren’t the only ones 
at risk. Correctional officers, 
lawyers, and visiting family 
members are also vulnerable. 
We are so committed to getting 
a “pound of flesh” from those 
incarcerated that we refuse 

to consider the high costs of 
incarceration.

Consider the case of for-
mer Detroit Mayor Kwame 
Kilpatrick. Convicted of per-
jury, obstruction of justice, and 
other crimes, Kilpatrick was 
sentenced to 28 years for his 
crimes. He is not scheduled to 
be released until 2037! While 
Kilpatrick certainly deserved 
to be convicted, a 28-year 
sentence is excessive. Recent-
ly an inmate at his Oakdale, 
Louisiana prison died from 
the coronavirus. I’m sure Kil-
patrick is as frightened of the 
coronavirus as Manafort is. 
He is not likely to be allowed 
home confinement.

Unless there is intervention, 
Kilpatrick will be eligible for 
Social Security before he is 
released! What is the purpose 
of such a long sentence? How 
much does it cost to incarcerate 
someone for 28 years? Is it 
worth it?

The coronavirus magni-
fied our nation’s inequali-
ty. Manafort is out after less 
than two years’ incarceration. 
Thousands who are old and 
poor remain incarcerated and 
vulnerable to coronavirus. Our 
criminal injustice system is in 
dire need of reform.

Editorial

Subscribe to the New York Beacon 405 Lexington 
Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10174. $35.00 per 

year 212-213-8585     www.newyorkbeacon.com

summer. Cuomo’s response to 
the Covid19 outbreak that has 
decimated New York has been 
masterful, Alexander said.

“Biden doesn’t have enough 
delegates to claim victory,” he 
explained. “Bernie (Sanders) 
kept his delegates which was 
a smooth move because that 
opened the door to a brokered 
convention. And it opens the 
door for a backdoor candidate 
to step in.”

“I think Cuomo would take 
it. Some people are chosen like 
Cuomo. Coronavirus has done 
the same thing for Cuomo. 
He’s saying the right thing, 
that he doesn’t want post. He’s 
keeping his mouth shut and 
doing a helluva job.”

Alexander said Cuomo is 
perfect is that he’s progressive 
but comes from the Establish-
ment wing of the party.

“Cuomo will bring the par-
ty together. It’s gonna be a 
beautiful thing. Must see TV,” 

Alexander said with a hearty 
laugh.

The novel virus pandemic 
has hit America hard with this 
country exhibiting the highest 
number of cases in the world. 
On Tuesday morning, there 
were 1,218,472 confirmed 
cases in the US with more than 
70,000 people succumbing to 
the disease.

For well over a month, 
about 80 percent of the country 
has been under locked down 
or under mandatory stay-at-
home orders. More than 26 
million people have applied for 
unemployment, an estimated 
40 million Americans have 
lost their jobs and businesses 
are either closed for the fore-
seeable future or in danger of 
being shuttered permanently.

Uncertainty still persists 
about how the disease is 
spread, who is infected and 
who is asymptomatic. Testing 
is haphazard and sporadic and 
the contact tracing and sur-
veillance needed to track and 

contain the disease has been 
absent because of the lack of 
coordination from the federal 
government, critics say.

Prince George’s County, 
Md. voter Latine Halstead 
said she believes Biden will 
be victorious.

“I think he’ll win. I have 
to believe that. Yeah, I think 
he will win,” she said with a 
chuckle. “They’ll put up a good 
fight. We’ll see some trickery, 
the Russians may be involved 
again, but Biden will win.”

Halstead, a businesswoman 
who transports students to and 
from school, said Biden’s very 
affectionate nature has caused 
him problems but attributes 
that to a generational thing.

“I don’t think it’s a big 
thing and doesn’t compare 
to the predatory actions of 
Trump and Bill Clinton,” she 
said. “What’s very important 
too is that the virus has really 
brought all these ills to the 
surface. The healthcare sys-
tem and the country’s medical 

infrastructure is inadequate 
and is being strained to the 
breaking point. Republicans 
have shown that they really 
don’t care. They don’t want 
to talk about healthcare. If we 
had universal healthcare, it 
would have driven the need 
for masks and people going to 
the doctor.”

Halstead said she is look-
ing forward to a Democratic 
president and Democratical-
ly-controlled government that 
cares more about people than 
property.

When asked if Biden will 
win, Michele Watley, a stra-
tegic communications and 
political advocacy consultant, 
said, “You never know ...”

“He’s spun a good narrative, 
taken coronavirus and framed 
it as war, has pinpointed a 
source and made it political,” 
she said of President Trump. 
“He’s blamed Democrats, said 
they won’t open businesses.”

“The economy was a major 
anchor that was keeping the 

administration afloat and now 
Covid19 has tossed it awry,” 
said Watley, who served as 
director of African-American 
Outreach during the 2016 cam-
paign. “It will be interesting to 
see after coronavirus what the 
process is in terms of going to 
work, who voters blame for 
difficulties that arise and the 
businesses that had to close.”

When asked about if Biden 
should pick a Black woman as 
vice president, Watley mulled 
the question.

“Who he chooses will af-
fect his race. How? I’m not 
sure,” she said. “This is where 
it becomes problem in the 
campaign sense. Rep. James 
Clyburn has said Biden doesn’t 
have to choose a Black woman. 
He is taken as the voice of all 
Black people but he doesn’t 
speak for me…When people 
vote, you vote for a payoff 
and support candidates who 
vote your interests. Do you ask 
Black women to wait again? 
Where is the payoff?”

Can Joe Biden win? The jury is out
From page 4
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UK fashion industry 
pleads for more aid to 
survive Covid-19 crisis

Newyorkbeacon.com

On the day the British 
Fashion Council (BFC) 
announced the recip-

ients of its £1m emergency 
fund, the organization said the 
amount was meagre in light 
of the sum needed to help 
small, independent fashion 
companies.

“One mi l l ion  pounds 
sounds like a lot of money, 
but when you split it among 
so many businesses, it is just 
a drop in the ocean,” Caroline 
Rush, the BFC chief executive, 
told the trade website Business 
of Fashion. “Much more needs 
to be done.”

   Alongside the threat of 
closure, fashion designers 
have experienced massive fi-
nancial losses from production 

changes, cancelled orders and 
rescheduled catwalk shows. 
Retailers have suffered an 
80% decline in footfall, the 
sector’s “greatest ever” drop, 
in the four weeks between 5 
April and 2 May.

Thirty-seven labels, includ-
ing Craig Green, Bethany Wil-
liams and Ahluwalia, are due to 
receive the financial help from 
the BFC Foundation fash-
ion fund of up to £50,000 
each. “It will allow our team 
to have stability during this 
time,” said Eden Loweth of Art 
School, one of the recipients 
of the fund. He added that the 
money will be used to “invest 
in our direct team of assistants 
and manufacturers, supporting 
them and therefore the com-
pany infrastructure over the 
course of the coming months”.

Without more help, Black-owned businesses 
might not survive the pandemic

By Eugene Cornelius 
Jr.(TriceEdneyWire.com) –

Black communities in the 
United States not only 
represent a dispropor-

tionate share of casualties from 
coronavirus, but they have 
also been deeply affected by 
the economic impact of the 
disease. Longstanding racial 
discrimination in economic 
and housing policy has in-
creased their risk for exposure 
to the virus, as well as the 
resulting financial crisis.

The economic effects of 
the pandemic on Black com-
munities can be explained by 
several factors. Almost half of 
Black-owned businesses are 
in industries - such as admin-
istrative and support services, 
health care and social assis-
tance and retail–that are bear-
ing the brunt of this pandemic. 
These industries not only pose 
a health risk because of the 
interaction between workers 
and customers, but they are 
also especially vulnerable to 
lower consumer demand due 
to social distancing measures.

Over 90 percent of small 
businesses in majority Black 
communities hold cash re-

serves of fewer than 14 days, 
so they are more likely to run 
out of operating funds when 
customers stay at home. And 
the most recently available 
Federal Reserve data shows 
that Black business owners 
are denied loans at twice the 
rate of white owners, so they 
are more likely to have trouble 
finding capital to survive the 
pandemic.

In the face of large-scale 
shutdowns caused by the 
COVID-19 crisis, there is a 
clear need for policies to sup-
port small business. But the 
spending programs passed by 
Congress thus far have ignored 
the challenges of capital access 
facing Black-owned firms.

During the first round of 
funding provided for small 
businesses, borrowers seeking 
Paycheck Protection Program 
loans were required to work 
with banks already participat-
ing in the US Small Business 
Administration’s (SBA) pri-
mary loan program, thereby 
excluding firms that worked 
with smaller community 
banks. Moreover, Congress al-
located just $10 million to the 
Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency. According to 

the Center for Responsible 
Lending, these conditions may 
have prevented 95 percent of 
Black-owned businesses from 
receiving loans.

The second round of small 
business funding assistance 
specifically set aside $60 bil-
lion for community banks and 
credit unions that are tradi-
tionally a key source of capital 
for minority-owned firms. 
However, the measure did not 
stipulate that minority-owned 
businesses would have priority 
access to those funds.

Addressing these short-
term lending gaps is crucial 
to ensuring that Black-owned 
businesses will stay in business 
long enough to survive the 
pandemic. But we must also 
plan for a long-term recovery 
that emphasizes inclusion. 
This will require us to remove 
historic inequities through tar-
geted support for Black-owned 
businesses and Black workers.

We can begin by taking 
three key steps:

First, federal and state gov-
ernments should enact robust 
credit enhancement programs 
for minority borrowers. These 
programs provide incentives 
for banks to lend to businesses 

in low- and middle-income 
areas, allowing more firms to 
remain open and refrain from 
laying off workers. In states 
with existing loan programs 
that provide credit enhance-
ment, treasury officials should 
make loans more flexible, eas-
ier to access and increase loan 
guarantees. In others, where 
credit enhancement programs 
do not yet exist, treasury offi-
cials should create loss reserve 
funds and collateral support 
mechanisms, as well as a mar-
ketplace to pair pre-qualified 
lenders with borrowers in need 
of working capital. State gov-
ernments can also authorize 
one-to-one matches for philan-
thropic funding to expand the 
pool of available capital.

Second, credit enhance-
ment programs should also be 
used to support place-based 
investment, with a priority on 
housing and infrastructure in 
low-income areas. For exam-
ple, officials can increase loan 
guarantees to support construc-
tion of housing for individuals 
earning from 80 percent to 200 
percent of the local average 
median income, or offer spe-
cial collateral guarantees for 
minority-owned businesses 

with revenues under $5 million 
to invest in long-term assets.

Third, place-based invest-
ments should emphasize en-
vironmental quality in low-in-
come and minority commu-
nities through special support 
for projects with higher air 
and water quality standards 
-including the remediation 
of outdated water infrastruc-
ture. Using federal and state 
loan guarantees to fund these 
investments will simultaneous-
ly support improvements to the 
health of minority populations 
and reduce their vulnerability 
to future health crises.

As we look beyond the 
pandemic, these steps are 
crucial for ensuring the Amer-
ican dream is within reach of 
minorities across the country. 
By addressing fundamental 
inequities in our economic 
system, we can begin to pave 
a new avenue toward a more 
prosperous future.

Eugene Cornelius Jr. is 
senior director for the Milken 
Institute Center for Regional 
Economics. He previously 
served as a senior official in 
the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. This commentary 
first appeared on CNN.com.
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Pros and cons of COVID-19 testing
By Glenn Ellis

Late last month, the Amer-
ican Medical Associa-
tion issued the following 

statement: “No therapies have 
yet to conclusively show effec-
tiveness against COVID-19”.

According to information 
on the CDC website, “Two 
kinds of tests are available for 
COVID-19: viral tests and an-
tibody tests. A viral test tells 
you if you have a current infec-
tion. An antibody test tells you 
if you had a previous infection.

Antibodies are produced by 
a person’s immune system, and 
these antibodies are critical for 
control and clearance of the 
virus. An antibody test may 
not be able to show if you have 
a current infection, because 
it can take 1-3 weeks after 
infection to make antibodies. 
We do not know yet if having 
antibodies to the virus can 
protect someone from getting 
infected with the virus again, 
or how long that protection 
might last.

With so much still unknown 
about immunity to COVID-19 
and a dozens and dozens of 
antibody tests that have not 
been rigorously validated, 
experts worry that widespread 
antibody screening may give 
those who test positive a false 
sense of security.

The whole idea of antibody 
testing goes back to around the 
time of the influenza pandem-
ic in 1918. Medical experts 
at the time thought that you 
could take serum (or plasma) 
from people who have had the 
infectious disease and have 
recovered. You them take their 

antibodies and inject them 
into someone who is having 
a severe case, or rapidly de-
teriorating, and protect them. 
Sounds reasonable.

With other diseases, the 
presence of antibodies often 
means you have acquired im-
munity against re-infection, for 
at least some period of time, 
but that is not known yet in 
the case of COVID-19. That 
means that a positive antibody 
test doesn’t guarantee immuni-
ty. It has not been proven that 
the antibodies that are being 
produced are in fact neutral-
izing antibodies. It’s possible 
that an antibody may bind to a 
part of the virus that the virus 
doesn’t need to infect our cells. 
In order to be neutralizing, 
an antibody must prevent the 
virus from infecting our cells.

Just recently, the FDA 
cracked down on the near-
ly 200 commercial antibody 
tests that have hit the market, 
citing that some test kits are 
fraudulent and show inaccurate 
results. An accurate antibody 
test would help the scientists 
and researchers gather the data 
on who has gotten the virus, in-
cluding those who’ve showed 
no symptoms of being sick. 
It could even help develop a 
treatment to fight the virus. But 
experts warn that they have not 
been able to determine if some-
one is immune once they’ve 
had it. We now know from all 
of this that a positive antibody 
test may not necessarily mean 
you’re safe from ever getting 
the virus again.

Swab testing, despite be-
ing the “gold standard’ for 
COVID-19 testing has its 

own drawbacks. The sample 
needs to be collected care-
fully from the correct area. 
It’s estimated that errors can 
occur about eight to ten per 
cent of the time, which con-
tributes to false negatives. 
Labs also need specialized 
equipment and skilled staff. 
Lab officials say the amount 
of virus in the upper respi-
ratory tract seems to peak in 
the first week of symptoms 
and could fall too low to be 
detected later.

Ano the r  t h ing  abou t 
the swab test. It doesn’t end 
with just getting tested. Let 
me remind you that knowing 
if you are infected with the 
virus starts a whole series of 
questions for you and your 
healthcare team. If you are 
positive, decisions have to be 
made (sometimes, this can be 
without your agreement). Do 
you need to be hospitalized and 
separated from other patients? 
If you can go home, how 
should you isolate yourself?

Many people are anxious 
to get tested so that they can 
get back to their normal lives. 
Just know that there is a strong 
possibility, based the way this 
virus is spreading, that you 
might come up with a positive 
result! You should be prepared 
for the results; no matter what 
they conclude.

According to the COVID 
Tracking Project, only about 
8.4 million Americans, or 2.5% 
of the total U.S. population, 
were tested for COVID-19 
as of May 9. This reflects, to 
a large degree, the strain the 
demand for testing has placed 
on manufacturers and labs. 

Some diagnostic test suppli-
ers have deliberately stopped 
testing for certain diseases, 
for example, to enable them 
to allocate more resources to 
manufacturing and supplying 
COVID-19 tests.

COIVD-19 has forced us 
all to have to consider things 
that we never imagined. But 
it is for our benefit that we get 
good information to inform our 
decisions.

One last work about the “re-
opening of the country”. My 
friend, Rev. John E. King, Jr., 
told me that there are three 
types of people: one-third 
can’t wait to get back out there; 
another third of the people are 
waiting to see what happens 
to the first third before going 
back out; and the last third 
are those who don’t care what 
happens to to the first or sec-
ond third, they ain’t going back 
out there! Which third are you?

We need to know that test-
ing is not the be all, end all, 
that we think they are. Some 

scientists believe that tests 
for the coronavirus are only 
about 70 percent accurate. A 
false negative is problematic 
because it tells the patient they 
don’t have the virus.

Remember, I’m not a doc-
tor. I just sound like one. Take 
good care of yourself and live 
the best life possible! The 
information included in this 
column is for educational pur-
poses only. I do not dispense 
medical advice or prescribe 
the use of any technique as a 
replacement form of treatment 
for physical, mental or medical 
problems by your doctor either 
directly or indirectly.

 Glenn Ellis, is a Harvard 
Medical School Research Bio-
ethics Fellow and author of 
Which Doctor?, and Informa-
tion is the Best Medicine. Ellis 
is an active media contributor 
on Health Equity and Medical 
Ethics.

For more good health infor-
mation visit: www.glennellis.
com

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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International
Massive die-off of fish on Nigerian 
coastline linked to toxic discharge

(GIN) –

An immense blanket 
of dead fish stretching 
across three states has 

sparked anger and frustration 
among communities along the 
Atlantic Ocean coastline in 
Nigeria. The area is known for 
oil spills that have polluted the 
waters and left fish and other 
wildlife inedible.

  The massive die-off was 
first reported in February when 
community people in Delta 
State complained of the schools 
of dead fish floating and litter-
ing their shores. The silvery 
fish graveyard stretched from 
Delta State through Bayelsa 
State to Rivers State.

  Samples of the fish were 
taken by the National Oil Spill 
Detection and Response Agen-
cy (NOSDRA).

  Idris Musa, head of NOS-
DRA, declared the die-off had 
nothing to do with the contin-
ual oil leakages from offshore 
platforms as claimed over the 
years by Amnesty Internation-
al, the U.N. Environmental 
Program, the Fishnet Alliance, 
and dozens of other groups in 
and outside of Nigeria.

  Musa confessed that the 
values of cadmium and iron 
were higher than the regulatory 
limit.

  But environmentalists 
including Ako Amadi and Nn-
immo Bassey of the Health of 
the Mother Earth Foundation, 
disagreed with the NOSDRA 

report, finding it too superficial 
to be taken seriously.

  They accused NOSDRA 
of questioning the fact of the 
massive fish kill that was evi-
dent in many locations.

  “The Ministry of Envi-
ronment and relevant agencies 
have a duty to tell Nigerians 
what killed the fish so that we 
know how to respond to this 
and future incidents,” said ac-
tivist Nnimmo Bassey. “We are 
not satisfied with NOSDRA’s 
report as this does not bring a 
closure to the saga.

  Udengs Eradiri, the state’s 
commissioner for the environ-
ment, after a spill last Decem-
ber, recalled that “[Bayelsa] 
used to be green, you could 
farm or fish… “We used to 
have very impressive harvests. 
You would spend just an hour 

in the water and you have a lot 
of fish.”

  “Today, you can spend the 
whole day without catching 
anything.”

  About 40 million liters of 
oil are spilled every year across 
the Niger Delta, according 
to the activist group Rise for 
Bayelsa.

  Bayelsa accounts for 40% 
of Nigeria’s oil wealth, and 
hosts several large multina-
tional oil companies. None of 
the companies operating in the 
area have admitted to having 
an oil or gas leak.

  Meanwhile, the Shell Pe-
troleum Development Com-
pany (SPDC) this month said 
that the dead fishes floating 
and littering the Niger Delta 
coastline had nothing to do 
with its operations.

Museum dedicated to a vaccination 
pioneer may be permanently closed 
due to coronavirus

(CNN) —

The fight against the coronavirus contin-
ues, and the world faces an uncertain 
future as scientists race to find a vaccine 

to mark the end of the crippling pandemic. But 
as we adjust to today’s new normal, businesses 
are scrambling to find a way to survive.

In an unfortunate — and ironic — turn of 
events, a museum, formerly the home of phy-
sician and vaccination pioneer Edward Jenner, 
may have to permanently close its doors due to 
financial issues caused by the pandemic.

Dr Jenner’s House, Museum and Garden — 
the doctor’s home-turned-museum in Berkeley, 

England — commemorates the efforts of Jenner, 
who changed the world after introducing the 
smallpox vaccine in 1798.

Like most museums, Dr. Jenner’s House was 
required to shut down because of the pandemic. 
The museum, which costs about $92,000 a year 
to keep it running, is losing its only source of 
revenue: the income generated between April 
and September while the museum is open to 
visitors.

“We have made some significant changes 
in recent years and planned this year to carry 
out further work to diversify our income and 
increase our resilience,” the museum said on 
its official website in a plea for donations.

“If we were able to achieve our planned 
visitor income then we would have been on 
course for another successful year. With each 
passing day of closure, however, this is looking 
less likely. A prolonged closure puts our future 
at risk.”

Even when closed, the museum costs around 
$250 per day to preserve the home. As an in-
dependent charity, 70% of their annual income 
comes from visitors.

Now the museum is urging supporters to help 
keep Dr. Jenner’s House running through do-
nations. In return, donors can choose various 
rewards — such as a ticket to the museum for 
a $7 donation or three science books for a $55 
donation.

Traditional elections 
will test Africa’s 
resistance to the virus

(GIN)

Africa’s infection rates 
are still relatively low 
to the wonderment of 

some in the western world who 
predicted infection rates in the 
billions.

  In fact, African govern-
ments in many cases took 
preventative steps – from 
closing borders, social dis-
tancing, shutting educational 
institutions and banning mass 
gatherings.

  By April 19, the Africa 
CDC reported that 34 countries 
had gone further and brought 
in night-time curfews or partial 
lockdowns. Eleven brought in 
rules requiring people to wear 
face masks in public.

  Still, there is a growing 
sense of urgency given the 
acute absence of health-care 
infrastructure on the continent 
and the prospect of 20 national 
elections scheduled in Africa 

during 2020.
  With many countries ban-

ning public gatherings and 
restricting people’s freedom of 
movement, can these votes go 
ahead as planned?

  Denis Kadima of the Elec-
toral Institute for Sustainable 
Democracy shared some wor-
rying thoughts keeping him up 
at night.

  “The big test case is Bu-
rundi because they’re holding 
their election on May 20. In the 
traditional manner of elections, 
there have been big rallies by 
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition. They have not used the 
social distance requirements.

  “That’s a big test because 
we don’t know what will hap-
pen after a few weeks. If after 
the vote there is an escalation 
of the disease, that will be a 
lesson everyone will have to 
draw.”

  Olufunto Akinduro, at the 
Institute for Democracy and 
Electoral Assistance, considers 
the structure of the election 

itself. “Let’s start, for instance, 
with voter registration,” she 
says. “Most countries still re-
quire you to come in person. 
Countries are doing biometric 
registration but what kinds of 
sanitary processes do you put 
in place?

  “In Africa,” continues 
Kadima, “the only way of cam-
paigning that people know is 
to bring the crowd around the 
candidate to pass the message. 
Who is likely to win? It’s the 
person who is filling up the 
stadium!”

  “I don’t see a political par-
ty or a candidate that’s serious 
about winning not resorting to 
the traditional ways of cam-
paigning.

  “Postal voting or online 
voting could be a solution in 
the face of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. However in the context 
of Africa, this would be new, 
untested and untrusted.”

  “Does everyone have ac-

cess to the internet across the 
continent?” Akinduro asks.

  But if a country cancels 
elections established by the 
constitution, it could lead to 
violence, suggests Kadima, 
“because when the legitimacy 
of the rulers has run out, then 
they can’t stand there and tell 
people what to do.“

  Meanwhile, African gov-
ernments are generally main-
taining the pace of testing and 
contract tracing with a goal of 
15 million tests over the next 
there months. Lockdowns have 
been instituted, travel restrict-
ed, research funding redirected 
and donations from local and 
international funders directed 
to buy medicines, testing kits, 
ventilators and protective gear.

  Upcoming elections with-
in the next 12 months include 
Tanzania (Oct.), Cote d’Ivoire 
(Oct.), Egypt (Nov), Ghana 
(Dec) Chad (Dec), Central 
African Republic, (Dec), Ni-
ger (Dec), Guinea, Somalia, 
Liberia and Gabon.
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10 Culture
Michael B. Jordan is rumored 
to play Tony Montana in new 
‘Scarface’ movie

Newyorkbeacon.com

One of the most celebrated films of any 
genre is about to brought back to life. If 
the hearsay is correct we could possibly 

get a melanin version of one the most iconic 
gangsters in cinema history.

As spotted on High Snobiety things are 
moving quickly for the movie reboot of Scar-
face. Last week was formally announced that 
the reboot is officially back on track with the 
appointment of Luca Guadagnino (Call Me 
By Your Name) as the director. According 
to Newsweek Michael B. Jordan is now being 
considered to play Tony Montana. The Black 
Panther actor would potentially reprise the 
role, that while was originally conceived in the 
original 1932 version, was made famous by Al 
Pacino in 1983.

   This reboot has been in the works for some 
time dating back to 2011. Over the years both 
David Ayer (End of Watch and Suicide Squad) 
and Antoine Fuqua (Training Day and South-
paw) had been appointed to direct the new 
adaption. The screenplay has also been through 
several revisions from several different writing 
teams including Gareth Dunnet-Alcocer (Miss 
Bala), Jonathan Herman (Straight Outta Comp-

ton), and Paul Attanasio (Quiz Show and Don-
nie Brasco). In addition, Diego Luna of Narcos: 
Mexico fame was tapped to play the lead role 
of Tony but revealed that back in February he 
was no longer apart of the film.

“Twilight” actor Gregory 
Tyree Boyce has died at 
age 30.

Newyorkbeacon.com

The actor and his girl-
friend, Natalie Adepoju, 
27, were found dead in 

a Las Vegas condo on May 
13, the Las Vegas Medical 
Examiner’s Office confirmed 
to ET and E! News, which first 
reported the death.

Boyce is best known for 
his role as Tyler Crowley in 
the “Twilight” franchise. Over 
the weekend, his mother, Lisa 
Wayne, shared the news in a 
heartbreaking post to social 
media.

   She said her son was an 
incredible chef and was chas-
ing his passion and starting a 
chicken wing business, West 
Wings.

“He created the flavors to 
his perfection and named them 
after west coast rappers,” she 
wrote. “Snoop Dog, Kendrick 
Lamar, Roddy Ricch, The 
Game, etc. He had flavors like, 

Tequila Lime Agave… those 
were my favorite.”

She added: “I’m sick with-
out you. I’m torn, I’m lost. I’m 
in pain. I’d text you or call you 
when I was broken or worried 
about something, and you’d 
tell me, Ma, I got you, we’ll 
get thru this together.”

Wayne said she last saw 
her son on Mother’s Day. “I 
went to your house to eat 
leftovers from Mother’s day, 
we watched a Dave Chappelle 
show and you walked me to my 
car, hugged me, kissed me on 
my cheek and told me that you 
love me and to call you when I 
got home,” she wrote.

JOB: ADC-UCF-N921159C
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71976_ADC_c4.1_pg.indd

DESCRIPTION: Rachel: Returns
BLEED: None

TRIM: 11.5" x 10.5"
SAFETY: None
GUTTER: None

PUBLICATION: None
ART DIRECTOR: Alan Vladusic 8-4572
COPYWRITER: Bruce Jacobson 8-3119
ACCT. MGR.: Sarah Blechner 8-4490

ART PRODUCER: Veronica Reo 8-3459
PRINT PROD.: Tom Stocks 8-3941

PROJ. MNGR.: Linda Holmes 8-4121

This advertisement prepared by Young & Rubicam, N.Y.

3C71976_ADC_c4.1_pg.indd

CLIENT: Advertising Council, Inc. TMG #: 3C71976 HANDLE #: 9 JOB #: ADC-UCF-N921159C BILLING#: ADC-UCF-Y91597
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71976_ADC_c4.1_pg.indd PAGE COUNT: 1 of 1 PRINT SCALE: 100% INDESIGN VERSION: CS5
STUDIO ARTIST: paul gruberg LAST SAVE DATE: 4-29-2013 3:42 PM CREATOR: dockeryk CREATION DATE: 4-29-2013 3:41 PM

DOCUMENT PATH: TMG:Volumes:TMG:Clients:YR:Ad Council:Jobs:2013:3C:3C71976_ADC-UCF-N92115:Mechanicals:3C71976_ADC_c4.1_pg.indd
FONT FAMILY: Champion (Featherweight), DIN Schrift (30640 Neuzeit Grotesk Bold Cond), Helvetica Neue (57 Condensed)
LINK NAME: 3B71817_ADC_c5_v_BW.tif, 3B71817_ADC_k3_grid_BW_w.ai, 3B71817_ADC_j2_BW_40_w.ai, ADCouncil_KO_yr1.eps, UNCF_tag_ko_yr1.eps
INK NAME:  Black

T:11.5"

T:10.5"

EARLY RETURNS ARE PROMISING.
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 

return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 

a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 

Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

©2013 UNCF



11

B
E

A
C

O
N

, M
ay 21 – M

ay 27, 2020 new
yorkbeacon.com

Wednesday's Woman
By Audrey J. Bernard

New on OWN — All-female star-studded 
virtual series ‘Girlfriends Check In’
COVID-19 has changed 

our lives forever. Now 
more than ever we cling to 

things we once took for granted 
including friendships. No more. 
The once popular girl’s night 
out where we met at our favorite 
watering hole to vent about “life” 
has been replaced with girl chit-
chat via conference calls where 
the libation of choice served is 
Quarantinis – shaken not stirred!

The once Queen of Daytime 
talk, Oprah Winfrey, has 

come up with a majestic idea! 
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network 
will host a new all-female 
Saturday night virtual reality 
show “Girlfriends Check 
In” featuring a host of Holly-
wood royalty — actors, singers 
and television celebrities.

In each episode of the se-
ries, viewers will be invited 
into the homes of different 
groups of celebrity friends who 
will come together virtually for 
an uplifting and light-hearted 

conversation focusing on love, 
friendship and wellness – spill-
ing tea about past and present 
relationships along the way.

Good girlfriends can get you 
through anything in life–espe-
cially during quarantine. With 
the help of a little tech and a lot 
of sisterhood, each week dif-
ferent female celebrity friends 
will hold a virtual chat room 
“check in” — spilling the tea 
about their relationships, their 
families, sharing new recipes, 

and reminding us that we are 
truly all in this together. The 
six-episode series is produced 
by Critical Content.  For more 
information, visit www.critical-
content.com

Girlfriends checking in in-
clude: Meagan Good, La’Myia 
Good Bellinger, Tasha Smith, 
Grace Byers, Loni Love, B. 
Simone, Tami Roman, Rob-
bi Rogers, Tisha Campbell, 
Kym Whitley, Holly Robin-
son Peete, AJ Johnson, Car-

la Hall, Anika Noni Rose, 
Kim Fields, Lisa Silvera, Tika 
Sumpter, Thai Randolph, 
Ryan Michelle Bathe, Susan 
Kelechi Watson, and gospel 
music legends Yolanda Adams, 
Tamela Mann, Erica Camp-
bell and Tasha Cobbs Leonard.

The new series premiered 
Saturday, May 16 at 10 p.m. 
ET/PT. Check out a first-
look of “Girlfriends Check 
In” HERE. The official epi-
sode breakdown is as follows:

Episode 101: Saturday, May 16 (10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT): Girlfriends: Tamela Mann, Yolanda Adams, Erica Campbell, Tasha Cobbs Leonard.  Queens of gospel 
share their secrets to keeping romance alive, how to maintain beauty while in lockdown, a funny gospel twist to nursey rhymes, and keeping the kids in check.

Episode 102: Saturday, May 23 (10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT): Girlfriends: Loni Love, Tami Roman, B. Simone, Robbi Rogers.  Talk show host Loni Love gathers 
her girlfriends for a fun night of cocktails and conversation surrounding fashion, hair and being overworked during lockdown. Hidden abilities are also revealed 
in a fun, impromptu talent show.

Episode 103: Saturday, May 30 (10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT): Girlfriends: Carla Hall, Anika Noni Rose, Kim Fields, Lisa Silvera.  Celebrity chef Carla Hall rounds 
up her crew in different cities to swap recipes, inspiration and compassion during a time when the outside world is off limits.

Episode 104: Saturday, June 6 (10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT): Girlfriends: Meagan Good, La’Myia Good Bellinger, Tasha Smith, Grace Byers, with guest appearances 
by DeVon Franklin, Trai Byers & Eric Bellinger.  Meagan Good catches up with her sister and friends to talk beauty regimens and staying faith centered during 
uncertain times, with surprise pop-ins from the husbands. 

Episode 105: Saturday, June 13 (10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT): Girlfriends: Tika Sumpter, Ryan Michelle Bathe, Susan Kelechi Watson, Thai Randolph. Tika and 
Susan bring their girlfriends together from coast to coast to chat about motherhood, career and life balance, as they share beauty secrets and how-to tips on staying 
relaxed during quarantine.

Episode 106: Saturday, June 20 (10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT): Girlfriends: Tisha Campbell, Kym Whitley, Holly Robinson Peete, AJ Johnson.  Tisha and her gal pals 
dish on men, dating, loving yourself and raising your family in a hilarious girls night in you don’t want to miss.

Yolanda Adams Ryan Michelle Bathe Grace Byers Erica Campbell Tisha Campbell Kim Fields Meagan Good

Carla Hall A.J. Johnson Susan Kelechi Tasha Cobbs Leonard Loni Love Tamela Mann Thai Randolph

Robbi Rogers Kym WhitleyTami Roman Lisa Silvers B Simone Tasha Smith Tika Sumpter Susan Kelechi Watson
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12 Beacon on the scene

STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19!
LEARN HOW TO TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF AND OTHERS AT HOME.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19?
•  The most common symptoms are fever, cough, sore throat and shortness 

of breath. Other symptoms include feeling achy, loss of taste or smell, 
headache, and diarrhea.  

•  Most people with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) will have mild or 
moderate symptoms and can get better on their own.  

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I GET SICK WITH COVID-19 SYMPTOMS?
If you are sick with COVID-19 symptoms, assume you have it.  
When you are sick:
•  If you have trouble breathing, pain or pressure in your chest, are confused 

or cannot stay awake, or have bluish lips or face, call 911 immediately.
•  Call your doctor if you are age 50 or older or have a health condition that 

puts you at increased risk, or if you do not feel better after three days. 
•  Always contact a doctor or go to the hospital if you have severe symptoms 

of COVID-19 or another serious health issue.
•  Do not leave your home except to get necessary medical care or essential 

food or supplies (if someone cannot get them for you). 
• If you must leave your home:
   Avoid crowded places.
   Stay at least 6 feet from others.
   Cover your nose and mouth with a bandana, scarf or other face covering.
   Wash your hands before you go out, and use alchohol-based hand  

sanitizer while outside.
•  Household members can go out for essential work and needs but should 

monitor their health closely.
 If you or someone in your home is sick:   
•  Create physical distance:
   Do not have visitors.

WHEN CAN I LEAVE MY HOME AFTER BEING SICK? 
•  If you have been sick, stay home until: 
   You are fever-free for three days without Tylenol or other medication and
   It has been at least seven days since your symptoms started and 
   Your symptoms have improved
•  Reminder: New York is on PAUSE. This means that even if you have been 

sick, you should only leave your home for essential work or errands, or to 
exercise, while staying at least 6 feet from others.  

NEED HELP?
• If you are having a medical emergency, call 911.
•  If you do not have a doctor but need one, call 844-NYC-4NYC  

(844-692-4692). New York City provides care, regardless of immigration 
status, insurance status or ability to pay.

•  For more information, call 311 or visit nyc.gov/coronavirus.

   Stay at least 6 feet from others. 
   Sleep head-to-toe if you share a bed with someone who is sick, or sleep 

on the couch.
   Keep people who are sick separate from those at risk for serious illness. 
•  Cover up:
   Cover your nose and mouth with a bandana, scarf or other face covering 

when you are within 6 feet of others.
   Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or your inner elbow.
•  Keep it clean:
   Throw tissues into the garbage immediately after use.
   Wash your hands often with soap for 20 seconds, especially after you 

cough or sneeze.
   Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer if you are unable to wash your hands.
   Frequently clean surfaces you touch, such as doorknobs, light switches, 

faucets, phones, keys and remote controls. 
   Wash towels, sheets and clothes at the warmest possible setting with 

your usual detergent, and dry completely. 
   Do not share eating utensils with others, and wash them after every use.

The NYC Health Department may change recommendations 
as the situation evolves. 4.20

WHO IS MOST AT RISK FOR SERIOUS ILLNESS?
•  People age 50 or older (people age 65 or older are at the highest risk)
•  People who have other health conditions, such as:
   Lung disease
   Asthma
   Heart disease

   Obesity
   Diabetes
   Kidney disease

   Liver disease
   Cancer
   A weakened immune system

Magic Johnson appears in COVID-19 PSA for Lakers & NBA
By Audrey J. Bernard

Look for this extraordinary 
new PSA on the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic featuring Magic 
Johnson speaking on behalf 
of the NBA and the Los An-
geles Lakers. Hoping to be 
able to get back to the game 
as early as next month, teams 
across the NBA, including the 
Los Angeles Lakers, are using 
their platforms to deliver PSAs 
on COVID-19 with the help 
of their most famous players, 
both past and present. The PSA 
begins with a somber greeting 
from Johnson who played 
point guard for the Lakers for 
13 seasons.

“Hi everyone, this is Mag-
ic Johnson. I know these are 
very scary times. But I also 
know we can get through 
these times, together. Please 
join me and the NBA, and 
let’s follow all the health 
guidelines about washing 
your hands on a regular basis. 
It is also especially important 
that we learn what it means 
to practice social distancing. 
Avoid large crowds, parties 
and other gatherings. Stay at 
home with your family. Let’s 
look out for each other, (I’m) 
sending love and prayers to 

everyone at this time. Stay 
healthy.”

With the release of their 
first PSA on COVID-19 the 
NBA is hopeful that it will be 
able to resume its season as 
long as everyone does their 
part to slow down the spread 
of coronavirus in the United 
States.

In a recent interview on 
CNN Johnson, ranked fifth 
on the NBA’s all-time assists 
leaderboard, said “African 
Americans are leading in terms 
of dying from the coronavirus 
and most of them in the hos-
pital are African American. 
We have to do a better job as 
African Americans to follow 
social distancing, stay at home 
and make sure we educate our 
loved ones and our family 
members and do what we’re 
supposed to do to keep safe 
and healthy. Then when you 
add that up, we don’t have 
access to health care, quality 
health care. So many of us are 
uninsured. That also creates a 
problem, too.”

While addressing the coun-
try’s current health care system 
Johnson observed that Black 
people are susceptible to more 
underlying health conditions, 
including obesity, diabetes and 
high blood pressure. Those 

conditions can make people 
more vulnerable to contract-
ing COVID-19. “The lack of 
access to health care, that is 
an unbeatable combination,” 
said Johnson. “We need to get 
better. Hopefully there will be 
affordable health care for all 

people, not just for minorities 
but everybody. If the prices 
come down, then I think you’re 
going to see African Ameri-
cans be a lot healthier.”

Johnson pointed out that 
Black people are more likely to 
be working in jobs considered 

“essential services” than those 
that allow them to work from 
home. That partly explains 
why Johnson has made invest-
ments on projects that focus on 
rebuilding inner cities and has 
raised funds to award college 
scholarships.

Earvin “Magic” Johnson Jr. (Photo by Jonathan Daniel/Getty Images)
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2020CENSUS.GOV
Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau.

Complete the census at: 

If you could do one thing for your community, 
what would it be? More walk-in clinics? More 
funding for health services closer to home? 
Completing the 2020 Census is a safe and easy 
way to inform billions in funding for hundreds 
of services and programs in your community. 
Respond online, by phone, or by mail. 

If I could do one thing, I’d 
make sure we stay healthy. 
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By Audrey J. Bernard

In the community
Grace Foods donates water to hospitals and others

Posted By Don Thomas

In a heartwarming act of 
corporate goodwill, Grace-
Kennedy Foods USA re-

cently donated hundreds of 
bottles of coconut water to 
front line hospital workers at 
three hospitals in New York, 
New Jersey and first respond-
ers in Mt. Vernon, New York.

The donations were made 
against the backdrop of unprec-
edented devastation endured 
over the past few months due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
The recipient hospitals were 
East Orange General Hospital 
in East Orange, New Jersey, 
Montefiore Mount Vernon 
Hospital in Mt. Vernon, New 
York and Woodhull Hospital 
in Brooklyn, New York.

“As one of the largest food 
exporters from Jamaica, we 
looked at what was happening 
with the health crisis in the 
region, and we wanted to find 
a useful and practical way to 
salute the hundreds of front 
line health care workers and 
first responders who continue 
to demonstrate great courage 
and who instill hope during a 
time of deep despair in the tri-
state region.

“We salute them for their 
tremendous sacrifice, and 
we want to let them know 
that Grace appreciates their 
contribution, and that Grace 
cares about them and the 
communities that we serve, 
who know us as the caring, 
good food people for de-
cades,” said Derrick Reckord, 
CEO/GraceKennedy Foods 
USA.

The donations were re-
ceived by executives of the 
facilities. In the case of Mt. 
Vernon, a community that 
was particularly hard hit by 
COVID-19, Mayor Shawyn 
Patterson-Howard was on hand 
to receive the products.

“On behalf of the City of 

Mount Vernon and the first 
responders of the FDMV, 
MVPD and DPW, I would 
like to thank GraceKennedy 

Foods USA for its generous 
donation of coconut water. 
Your decision to help our 
City and hospital (Monte-

fiore Mount Vernon Hos-
pital) during this crisis is 
an example of community 
engagement our employees 

and partner first responders 
have benefited from since the 
onset of the pandemic,” the 
mayor said.

East Orange Hospital in 
New Jersey was equally thank-
ful about the donation. “Our 
front line hospital workers 
stayed in the trenches and 
they have gone through more 
stress than can be imagined 
over the past two months. We 
are therefore very grateful to 
Grace for this very kind offer 
of coconut water that will keep 
our workers hydrated as the 
weather gets warmer,” said Dr. 
Winston Scott, a physician at 
East Orange General Hospital 
and president of Caribbean 
Medical Mission.

Derrick Reckord pointed 
out that his regional staff has 
worked very hard over the past 
two months to keep the supply 
chain of Grace products ser-
viced citywide, but especially 
in the hardest hit areas.

“Our drivers and our lo-
gistics and sales team made it 
happen and we recognize and 
appreciate the contribution of 
so many to keep the tri-state 
served at such a difficult time,” 
he said.

Three hospitals in the New York tri-state region and the City of Mt. Vernon received hundreds of bottles of Grace coconut water for 
front line staff. On hand at the Police Court Complex in Mt. Vernon, NY was Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard (2nd L). Some of 
the others were front row (L-R) Ken Bailey (District Leader), Police Commissioner Glen Scott, Richard Mann, field sales specialist, 
GraceKennedy USA and radio host Norman (Mr Xpert) Henry.

East Orange General Hospital in New Jersey was one of three hospitals in the New York tri-state region that recently received hun-
dreds of bottles of Grace coconut water for front line staff. (L-R) Sharon Addison,RN, Marrie-Rose Garbacz, Richard Mann, field 
sales specialist, GraceKennedy USA, Dr. Winston Scott and Margaret Douglas
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Folks!
André Leon Talley’s cutthroat memoir is a page turner
André Leon Talley’s new 

diary — “The Chiffon 
Trenches: A Memoir” 

— published by Ballantine has 
the fashion world buzzing like 
bees in heat! This must read 
chronicles the remarkable 
life of the trailblazing fashion 
icon as he breaks new ground 
in an industry rife with racism, 
prejudice, and bias.

The Chiffon Trenches 
which is an honest, candid 
memoir full of vulnerable and 
authentic reflections on some 
of the most historic fashion 
moments of the twentieth cen-
tury is dedicated to his “dear 
friend” Lee Radziwill and 
his pastor at the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church, Calvin O. 
Betts III.

Recent leaks from the book 
about Talley’s volatile rela-
tionship with his former boss 
Anna Wintour, American 
Vogue’s editor in chief, Condé 
Nast’s U.S. artistic director and 
global content adviser, have 
been so fiery that Ballantine 
had to move up the release date 
to May 19 from September.

The salacious Talley-re-
lated headlines have been all 
about his estranged rapport 
with Wintour and his scath-
ing portrayal of her. Talley 
confesses that he has “huge 
emotional and psychological 
scars” from his decades long 
friendship with the magazine’s 
notoriously icy editor. The 

style guru describes how being 
frozen out by Wintour last year 
because he was “too old, too 
overweight, and too uncool” 
for her, was devastating.

From the pages of Vogue to 
the runways of Paris, this deep-
ly revealing memoir by the leg-
endary style icon captures the 
fashion world from the inside 
out, in its most glamorous and 

most cutthroat moments start-
ing with Talley’s decades-long 
career in fashion that included 
volunteering at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art’s Costume 
Institute and enviable positions 
with Women’s Wear Daily, 
Vanity Fair and Andy Warhol’s 
Factory.

His revelations about hav-
ing to overcome ageism, rac-

ism and weight discrimination 
will make you gasp. “People 
have done things to me that I 
have forgiven them for. There 
are things in the book that you 
can’t imagine — the racism, 
everything. You don’t even 
understand how much I’ve 
gone through to get to be 71 
years old and I hope that I will 
live a long time,” Talley offers.

Talley said he sent Wintour 
a galley of the book in January 
and made a few changes that 
she had requested. Her poten-
tial reaction to the book was 
a question that his Ballantine 
editor Pamela Cannon posed 
last summer to Talley who con-
cluded that Wintour was “not 
capable of simple human kind-
ness. Capturing the essence of 
his memoir Talley expressed, 
“When I sit back and think 
of the riches of my life, I just 
wanted to share some of the 
great moments of my life as 
well as the struggles.” (Photo: 
Getty Images) 

Brandy’s ‘Baby Mama’ is a global tribute to motherhood
“It takes a village to raise em’, we don’t do it all by ourselves...This song ain’t just for me, it’s for every mama yeah...
Every day I breathe it’s for my little mama...I’m every woman and a baby mama.”

Multi-Platinum, Gram-
my Award-Winning 
Singer/Songwriter 

Brandy celebrated mother-
hood worldwide with her hot 
new single “Baby Mama” 
featuring Chance The Rap-
per, along with the release of a 
vibrant video produced by Hit-
Boy & Brandy via Brand Nu 
Entertainment/Entertainment 
One (“eOne”) and directed by 
Derek Blanks with creative 
director Frank Gatson. The 
long-awaited, empowering 
new single has made its way 
on everyone’s playlist! The 
horn-driven track is also an 
ode to raising her daughter 
Sy’rai and a larger anthem to 
all mothers working hard to 
support their family.

“Baby Mama” premiered 
on May 4 via iHeart Me-
dia stations across the coun-
try and is currently available 
on digital platforms world-
wide. “My new single is about 
embracing the strength and 
fortitude needed not only in 
motherhood, but in life,” said 
Brandy. “ I’m am thrilled that 
Chance joined me on this track, 
and I hope my fans find it as 
uplifting as I intended it to be!”

“Baby Mama” is the fol-
low-up to Brandy’s Gram-
my-nominated, hit single with 

Daniel Caesar, “Love Again,” 
which soared to #1 on the 
Urban AC chart late last year.

Since emerging with her 
4x-platinum self-titled debut 
album in 1994 (released when 
Brandy was only 15-years-
old), this trail-blazing pioneer 
has sold more than 40 mil-
lion albums worldwide and is 
ranked one of the best-selling 
female artists in American 

music history by the RIAA, 
having sold over 11 million 
albums in the United States. 
During her reign she recorded 
five albums: In 1998 - Nev-
er Say Never (1998), Full 
Moon (2002) Afrodisi-
ac (2004), Human, and 2012 
- Two Eleven (2012).

Brandy has also earned scores 
of awards, including a Grammy, 
an AMA, two Soul Train Music 

Awards, two NAACP Image 
Awards, three Billboard Awards, 
four MTV Awards, six Soul 
Train Lady of Soul Awards, 
two Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice 
Awards, and four BMI Awards. 
“Baby Mama” will be featured 

on Brandy’s highly anticipated 
forthcoming album out later this 
year.  Fans can stay updated on 
new music and more by logging 
onto www.4everbrandy.com.

(Photo credit: Derek 
Blanks)

André Leon Talley, Anna Wintour

“The Chiffon Trenches: A 
Memoir” book cover (Ballan-
tine Books)

Brandy

“Baby Mama” artwork
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AUDREY'S SOCIETY WHIRLBy Dedra N. Tate#Hotoffthepress
The Real Dream Team – Magic and Martinez Fund & 
Deploy $100 Million in PPP Loans

Financial assistance is 
on the way for minority 
and women-owned small 

businesses, thanks to a newly 
formed partnership that grew 
out of a meeting orchestrated 
by Reverend Al Sharpton.

MSNBC’s PoliticsNation 
with Al Sharpton, was the stage 
used to announce the creation of 
a multi-million dollar fund, to 
provide Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loans to tens 
of thousands of businesses that 
were virtually shut out of the 
first, and second, round of U.S. 
government stimulus programs.

NBA Legend, Hall of Fam-
er, Entrepreneur and Philan-
thropist, Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson, announced that 
through EquiTrust Life In-
surance Company (ELIC), 
he will write a $100 million 
check to be deployed by MBE 
Capital Partners (MBECP), 
the largest certified minority 
owned, asset based lender in 
the United States.

“We want to make sure that 
minority owned businesses get 
small business loans through 
this PPP program. These are 
businesses that have been 

pillars in our community and 
we want them to be able to 
survive, and thrive, during this 
time” said Johnson.

Rafael Martinez, CEO of 
MBECP, believes that “when 
adversity strikes, small and 
diverse businesses in America 
are always hit the hardest and 
are the most in need. MBECP, 
together with our capital part-
ners, are working diligently to 
support our minority, veteran, 
LGBTQ, and women-owned 
businesses.”

Sharpton was elated to join 
these two powerhouses, and 
calls their partnership a ma-
jor social statement. “When 
we began wrestling with the 
fact that many of the black 
and brown owned businesses 
were not receiving what was 
set aside for them, or getting 
access to funding, it was very 
alarming. They needed it the 

most and employ the most 
people of color in our commu-
nities,” said Sharpton.

Martinez added, “One of 
the most important things was 
doing something about it, and 
not just talking about it. This 
deal was put together in exact-
ly five days and when you have 
willing participants, that do the 
right thing, it makes it easier.”

Magic and Martinez have 
set a goal to help reach, and 
support, 100,000 businesses. 
Johnson recalls once being one 
of those small business owners 
and knows how important it is 
for them to keep their employ-
ees working.

“This is a call to action and 
this money is not going to wait 
for anyone,” said Martinez, 
whose company specializes in 
financing businesses owned 
by women and minorities. 
MBE has already vetted and 

approved 5,000 businesses 
for this program, and he en-
courages all others to take 
action immediately by visiting 
www.mbecp.com to complete 
and submit their applications. 
(Photos courtesy of MJE and 
MBECP)
ABOUT MAGIC 
JOHNSON 
ENTERPRISES
MJE provides high quality 
products and services that 
focus primarily on ethnically 
diverse and underserved urban 
communities through strategic 
alliances, investments, consult-
ing and endorsements. Chair-
man and CEO, Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson, is most noted for his 
unprecedented Starbucks part-
nership, which served as the 
catalyst for redevelopment in 
urban communities and is the 

blueprint for Corporate Amer-
ica’s engagement and success 
with urban consumers. MJE 
acquired a controlling interest 
in EquiTrust Life Insurance 
Company in 2015.
ABOUT MBE CAPITAL 
PARTNERS, LLC
MBECP was established with 
the strategic objective of pro-
viding a suite of capital prod-
ucts designed specifically for 
small and diverse businesses. 
MBECP has grown into a 
company with an international 
reach, offering alternative fi-
nancing through Supply Chain, 
Purchase Order and Inven-
tory Financing. They are the 
country’s only Direct Lending 
Certified Minority Finance 
Company and the largest in-
dependent finance provider for 
small and diverse businesses in 
the U.S., Caribbean and Mex-
ico. MBECP has developed a 
streamlined process that allows 
small and diverse businesses 
to receive funding in as little 
as 5 days.

Dedra N. Tate

Magic Johnson, Rev. Al Sharpton, Rafael Martinez
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Internationally renown 

fashion deity Andre Leon 
Talley delivers the story many 
have longed for, in The chif-
fon Trenches, A Memoir. NY 
Times reviewer opens “In 
America, if you are Black 
and aim higher than the reach 
history has set for you, the 
white gaze will try to leech 
your spirit of its racial iden-
tity. Memoir, she adds is 
“summing up of his decades 
long career and a pointed 
commentary on how white-
ness works.” Talley grew up 
in Durham, NC, got an MA 
at Yale and was snatched 
from that reality by the lure 
of NY where he worked for 
Women’s Wear Daily before 
relocating to Paris as its bu-
reau chief where he rubbed 
shoulders with international 
fashion elites, the back to 
the USA where he worked at 
Ebony Magazine, then with 
Anna Wintour as Vogue’s as 
editor at large. He got what 
he wanted, at a cost, his 
identity. His memoir sounds 
like confessional destined for 
bestseller lists.

The Ntozake Shange 
choreopoem theatre piece, 
“FOR COLORED GIRLS 
WHO HAVE CONSIDERED 
SUICIDE/When The Rain-
bow is Enuf,” which was 
revived in 2019 at the Public 
Theater, racks up awards, 
Outer Critics Circle and nom-
inations Drama Desk and Off 
Broadway Alliance. A 2020 
revival is in the works.

Hollywood Reporter, one 
of the entertainment world’s 
trade bibles, names Nekesa 
Mumbi Moody as its top ed-
itor. Brooklyn-based native 
New Yorker, Moody moved 
up through the ranks during 
her 12 year tenure at Associat-
ed Press, serving as its global 

entertainment and lifestyle 
editor. She relocates to Los 
Angeles for her new post.

New York Black scholar/
author Jill Nelson, 67, on 
April 16 left her home in 
Washington Heights, Manhat-
tan to run some essential er-
rands to the local supermarket 
and pharmacy, was arrested by 
NYPD for writing “TRUMP 
= PLAGUE” in chalk, on 
an abandoned building. She 
was frisked, handcuffed and 
taken to the 33rd precinct, 
where she spent a nightmar-
ish five hours, initially being 
denied a phone call and being 
readied for Central booking. . 
When she called her husband 
requesting that he bring her 
ID to precinct, she was cut 
off before giving an address. 
He brought papers to pre-
cinct unbeknownst to her. 
When leaving the precinct, 
the desk sergeant warned her 
“Be sure to show up for your 
desk appearance ticket or else 
we’ll come to your house and 
arrest you.” Nelson wrote the 
book “VOLUNTEER SLAV-
ERY, My Authentic Negro 
Experience” which won an 
American Book Award; and 
she has retained Attorney 
Norman Siegal.

NEWSMAKERS
A celebrity-friendly sign, 

Gemini is a zodiac air sign 
represented by the twins. 
Birthday greetings to Gemini 
natives: Carmelo Anthony; 
Wayne Brady; Roslyn Woods 
Cabbagestalk, RN;

Ice Cube; James Dilla-
hunt, holistic health prac-
titioner; Dr. Sandra Epps 
educator/fine arts curator; 
Morgan Freeman; Ronnie 
Grant, actor; Ceelo Green; 
Dennis Haysbert; Lauren 
Hill; Cynthia Horner, Right 
On! Magazine; Maya Hors-
ford; Naomi Horsford college 
coed; Karyn Jackson; Glad-
ys Knight; Lenny Kravitz; 
Bishop TD Jakes; Kendrick 
Lamar; Aaron McGruder, 
writer/cartoonist, The Boon-
docks; Mamadou Niang, TV 
Journalist/Producer; Lionel 
Richie; Edgar Ridley, Semi-
otics Scholar, author of The 
Golden Apple: Changing the 
Structure of Civilization, Vol-

ume 3; Kai Sidberry; Sherry 
Smith, Goldman Sachs, VP; 
Entrepreneur Karen Soltau, 
“Real Estate Lady” and En-
tertainment impresario; Octa-
via Spencer; Bob Tate, special 
events curator; Pierre Thiam, 
Teranga Restaurant and au-
thor of “The Fonio Cook-
book: An Ancient Grain Re-
discovered; Franklin Thomas, 
first African American Ford 
Foundation CEO; Donald 
Trump; Kanye West; Patti 
LaBelle and Sundra Williams, 
actress.

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

What's going onBy Victoria Horsford 

COVID19 UPDATES
 On May 19, COVID19 stats:  More than 

1,523,780 Americans have been infected; and 
more than  91,000 Americans have died, out 
of a population of 330 million.   While most 
of the nation is lifting its lockdown directives 
and people are back at the malls, restaurants, 
fitness centers, normalcy is elusive in our 
society.     

   
COVID19 remains the world’s top story. 

It is a story still unfolding as a public health 
menace married to economy downturns, and 
thanks to the American White House, it is 
politicized during this all important election 
year.  The virus crisis will figure prominent-
ly in 11/3 election outcome.  A race for the 
coronavirus cure is more important than any 
NFL, MLB, NBA game. The World Health 
Organization, WHO, and its members are 
working ensemble to find a treatment and a 
vaccine, despite the US suspension of funds 
totaling  $500 million. More than $2 billion is 
needed for a COVID19  vaccine. The antiviral 
Remdesivir is the most popular treatment for 
non-severe COVID19 cases.  Meanwhile,  
American epidemiology and medical schools, 
including MeHarry, and  big Pharma  join the 
family of nations in Europe, Japan, Cuba and 
China, in search of THE miracle drug!  

On May 17, “60 Minutes,” focused un-
derstandably on COVIT19, packed a wallop.  
The guests were scientistsincluded  Dr. Rick 
Bright, Bill McKibben and Frank Snowden 
and    US Federal Reserve head,   Jerome Pow-
ell, head of the Federal Reserve. Dr Bright 
repeated his remarks to Congress last week 
saying that the Feds knew about COVIT19 
horrors months ago.   Powell spoke about the 
need for a massive federal stimulus, benefiting 

small business as well as working and middle 
class American to jumpstart the economy and 
for a speedier recovery. He suggested that the 
$3 trillion stimulus advanced last week by the-
Democrats is just a fraction of what is needed. 

Last week President Barack Obama, de 
facto Democratic Party head,  belatedly  re-en-
tered national politics with two powerful talks, 
which were streamed to America’s GenZers 
–  the  Class of 2020 HBCUs  and  HS seniors, 
people who would be voting in November.    
One of his more benign remarks was.  “The 
novel  coronavirus pandemic has more than 
anything fully finally torn the curtain on the 
idea that so many of the folks in charge know 
what they are doing.”    

COVID19 SURVIVAL OPS  
  Home bodies with time 

to spare may be interested in 
WORKFROM HOME op-
portunities to supplement rev-
enues during the COVIT19 
economic downturn.   Am-

azon: www.amazon.jobs/en; 
United Health Care:careers.
unitedhealthgroup.com;  IBM 
ibm.com/employment; US 
Dept of Agriculture. www.
usda.gov; American Express 

jobs.americanexpress.com, 
US-Report  us-reports.com/
jobs; University of Maryland. 
Also check #WORKFROM-
HOME and check  related  
youtube videos.

COVID19/ELECTIONS 2020
 From May 17, there are 

168 days until the 11/3 US 
elections.   The last four years 
were akin to living in Dante’s 
Inferno while Nero fiddled.  
Living through this virus 
pandemic has been a study in 
survival and of the resiliency 
of the  human spirit.  On to 
voting matters,  Susan Rice, 
former US Ambassador to 
the UN and former  National 
Security Advisor under Pres-
ident Obama,  is under VEEP 
consideration by Joe Biden, 
the presumptive Democratic 
Presidential nominee.      

The Democrats  must 
forego their aversion to 
deep pocketed donors and 
PACs in order to  compete 
with the Republican war 
chest in the hundreds of 
millions, some of which is 
targeted to the removal of  
Congressional Democrats 
l ike  African American 
Nevadan Steven Horsford, 
and  New Yorker.  Alexan-
dria Ocasio  Cortez,  Bronx, 
NY.  The Democratic brass  
needs  to conquer at least 
four US GOP seats to win 
a Senate majority. 

VIRTUAL CALENDAR
Silicon Harlem hosts 

“How Tech Can Shape The 
Future of NYC” Talk with 
Ben Kallos, NYC Coun-
cilman, Clayton Banks, 
Founder/CEO Silicon Har-
lem; and Kimberly Gray, 
CEO, UVII on May 21, 

6-7:30 Registration is nec-
essary. Visit siliconharlem.
com

The Classical Theatre 
of  Harlem Digital  Pro-
gram hosts BEHIND THE 
CURTAIN Interview series 
which is the digital hub 

for theater performance, 
education and interviewers 
like Andre Braugher, Mar-
go Jefferson, Pulitzer win-
ning author, Ron Cephas 
Jones, Delroy Lindo and 
others. Visit info@cthnyc.
org 

Barack Obama

Steven Horsford

Jill Nelson

Bishop TD Jakes



B
E

A
C

O
N

, M
ay

 2
1 

– 
M

ay
 2

7,
 2

02
0 

ne
w

yo
rk

be
ac

on
.c

om

18

Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Buju Banton wins 7 Awards 
at 38th IRAWMA
As the Coronavirus is 

sweeping the world, 
the scaled down to me-

dia- Onstage TV and IRIE FM 
Radio live broadcast of the 
38th International Reggae and 
World Music Awards (IRAW-
MA), recently held in Jamaica, 
was an unbelievable success, 
without public audience!

The show must go on, said 
the Producer, Ephraim Martin.

In compliance with and ob-
servation of Jamaica’s Govern-
ment, and other world health 
organization’s, social distanc-
ing request and no gathering of 
more than 20 persons, Martin 
took his 38th IRAWMA to a 
leading television program 
and top radio station, along 
with social media to honor 
reggae and world music’s best 
of 2019.

The IRAWMA’s first time 
media celebration, televised 
on Onstage TV, the leading 
Caribbean entertainment TV 
program, and on IRIE FM, 
the number radio station in 
Jamaica, was most pleasing 
to the music industry and fans 
everywhere! It did not allow 

the COVID-19 to stop its 38th 
annual celebration of musical 
achievements.

The big winners were, Buju 
Banton with seven IRAWMAs 
and Koffee with four. Busy 
Signal captured the coveted 
special Award for Dancehall 
Artist of the Decade – 2010 to 
2020. He accepted his award in 
person with a humble and well 
appreciated speech.

The scaled down broadcast 
on OnStage TV featured out-
standing live performances 
and presentations by some 
of the nominees and special 
awardees. Among the perform-
ers were, Chronic Law, Dance 
Xpressionz, Bongo Herman, 
Derrick Morgan and others.

Delivering acceptance 
speeches were Buju Banton, 
Derrick Morgan, Chronic Law, 
Stranger Cole and Bongo Her-
man and Busy Signal.

IRAWMA winners in two 
categories, were VYBZ Kartel, 
Damian Marley and Sizzla. For 
a complete list of all the win-
ners and special Awardees visit 
www.irawma.com and click on 
“2020 Nominees/Winners”.

Martin’s International 
would like to extend its spe-
cial thanks to Onstage TV 
-Winford Williams and his 
team and IRIE FM–Nicholas 
Evans and the IRIE FM team 
for making the 38th IRAWMA 
television and radio showcase 
and revealing of winners an 
outstanding success, despite 
the COVID- 19 invasion.

“Special thanks to an amaz-
ing staff/team of volunteers in 
Jamaica, USA and other parts 
of the globe. Likewise, to our 
dedicated music industry ex-
perts who help in the selection 
of the nominees each year, 
and to the more than 100,000 
reggae and world music fans 
worldwide who have voted to 
pick this year’s, 2019 winners.

“We look forward to next 
year ’s 39th IRAWMA on 
March 28, 2021, when hope-
fully we will be back to nor-
mal and IRAWMA can again 
be presented on stage,” said 
Martin. Subscribe for free 
to IRAWMA YouTube at @
irawma, and follow us on our 
social media below@IRAWMA 
@irawmaaward. 

OMI, Richie Stephens debuts at #2
Posted By Don Thomas

International Pop Star OMI, 
who created history with 
his hit single “Cheerlead-

er” is featured on a brand new 
single titled “Don’t Stop” with 
Singer Richie Stephens and DJ 
Frodo from Poland.

The song which premiered 
recently in Poland on Radio 
Eska, was voted the #2 song of 
the week, beaten only by Ari-
ana Grande and Justin Bieber’s 
single “Stuck With U,” a fund-
raiser for the First Responders 
Children’s Foundation, which 
provides grants and scholar-
ships to the children of medical 
workers, emergency medical 
technicians, firefighters and 

police officers.
“For me, this project is go-

ing back to the roots because 
reggae and dancehall is the 
very first music in my DJ life,” 
said Frodo. The DJ, who has 
amassed millions of views on 
YouTube and has toured the 
UK, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Spain, Bulgaria and Germany 
as a dancehall hall and elec-
tronic music DJ expressed 
elation working with Stephens 
and OMI on the new song.

“A combination of three 
great musicians happen only 
once every few years! Richie 
Stephens is a music legend. 
I remember 15 years ago I 
bought his music and played 
it at parties. This is a honor 

for me. OMI is a very talented 
singer...a very popular new 
school artist. He did well on 
the track” concluded Frodo.

OMI is no stranger to in-
ternational success. “Cheer-
leader,” is the only song by a 
solo Jamaican artist to amass 
more than one billion views 
on YouTube, won the coveted 
Billboard No. 1 song in the 
summer of 2014, ahead of 
stars like Taylor Swift, Justin 
Beiber, Wiz Khalifa, Kendrick 
Lamar and Adele. In the UK, 
“Cheerleader” topped the pop 
charts for four weeks, the lon-
gest reign at number one by a 
Jamaican artist.

Award winning Singer 
Richie Stephens has been an 

established global superstar 
for over three decades. Four 
years ago he was honored with 
a Pop Award at the ASCAP Pop 
Music Awards in Hollywood 
and an R&B award at the 30th 
annual ASCAP (R&B) Music 
Awards in Beverly Hills for his 
contribution to Rhianna’s hit 
single “Work.”

Stephens is riding the crest 
of popularity with a number 
of big projects including his 
recent release with Reggae 
Queen, Marcia Griffiths titled 
“White Rum and Reggae,” re-
corded on the Mr. DC riddim, 
made famous by Lincoln ‘Sug-
ar’ Minott, one of dancehall’s 
prolific singers who emerged 
during the ‘70s. OMI

Buju Banton
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The Reel
By Audrey J. Bernard

FALCO releases virtual summer playlist including Park Pictures’ 
musical celebration of Armstrong, Coltrane, Davis & Ellington
Posted by Audrey J. Bernard

THE GHOST OF PETER 
SELLERS (1091) - Virtually in 
Theaters May 22, 2020, on VOD 
June 23, 2020
Directed by: Peter Medak
Staking his claim in a rich screen 
history that no filmmaker ever sets 
out to be a part of — nonfiction 
features about movies that went 
wildly awry — acclaimed director 
Medak (The Ruling Class) digs 
deep into his own psyche while 
unearthing long-buried archi-
val materials. He seeks closure 
on how his Columbia Pictures 
17th-century-set pirate comedy 
Ghost in the Noonday Sun sank 
almost without a trace in 1973 
despite — and/or because of — 
its mercurial-genius star Peter 
Sellers, personally exchanging 
candid and cathartic accounts of 
the shoot with key participants. 
Four decades on, Medak retraces 
his steps in sun-baked Cyprus, 
where Sellers acted out and up 
again and again; the latter’s best 
mate Spike Milligan added to the 
creative ferment and chaos; and 
shooting on the water swamped 
logistics. Haunting the director 
still is his deep compassion for 
the legendary Sellers, who would 
be gone forever a few years after 
filming.

VAST OF NIGHT (Amazon) - 
Available on Prime Video May 
29, 2020
Directed by Andrew Patterson
Written by James Montague and 
Craig W. Sanger
Starring Sierra McCormick, 
Jake Horowitz, Bruce Da-
vis and Gail Cronauer
Set at the dawn of the space-race 
over the course of one night in 
1950s New Mexico, a young 
switchboard operator and a radio 
DJ uncover a strange frequency 
that could change their lives, their 
small town and the future forever.

THE VAST OF NIGHT falls 
down the rabbit hole of the Twi-
light Zone and carefully stitches 
together a narrative scavenger 
hunt through dropped phone calls, 
AM radio signals, secret reels of 
tape forgotten in a library, switch-
boards, crossed patchlines and an 
anonymous phone call. With con-
founding tracking camera work 
throughout, rapid fire dialogue and 
period perfect jargon, THE VAST 
OF NIGHT drops viewers into a 
time and town hidden away from 
outsiders. And whose mysteries 
only present themselves to those 
curious and patient enough to 
hear them.

P A R K L A N D  R I S I N G 
(Abramorama) - National Live 
Streaming Premiere Screening 
and Panel Conversation, June 
2, 2020, Encore Live Screening 
and Panel Conversation June 5, 
2020, Virtual Release June 5th 
Directed by: Cheryl Horner 
McDonough
Executive Produced by: Katie 

Couric and will.i.am
PARKLAND RISING follows 
the high school students and fam-
ilies who became fierce leaders 
of a national movement for gun 
reform following the shooting of 
17 people at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High. This documentary 
goes behind the news headlines 
to share the personal and intimate 
stories of the students leading the 
movement, as well as the fami-
lies of victims who are working 
together to create meaningful 
change. PARKLAND RISING 
joins David Hogg, Jaclyn Corin, 
Emma Gonzalez, grieving fathers 
Fred Guttenberg and Manuel Oli-
ver and other emerging youth ac-
tivists in the immediate aftermath 
of the tragedy. The film documents 
their unfolding journey for nine 
defining months as they channel 
their anger into action and engage 
in an epic battle of wills with the 
gun lobby.

GODCHILD (Park Pictures) 
- Available to Stream on June 
4, 2020
Directed by: AG Rojas
Co-directed by: Sonia Hernandez
Co-written by: Darol Olu Kae 
GODCHILD - a visual and mu-
sical celebration of the works of 
Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, 
Miles Davis and John Coltrane. 
GODCHILD was created as part of 
the Smithsonian’s Men of Change: 
Power. Triumph. Truth, which 
shares the essential stories of thou-
sands of significant African-Amer-
ican men who are rendered invisi-
ble by a society that does not know 
how to see them. The exhibition 
highlights the journeys of revo-
lutionary men - Muhammad Ali, 
James Baldwin, Ta-Nehisi Coates, 
W.E.B Du Bois, Kendrick Lamar. 
People who have altered history 
and culture through politics, sports, 
science, entertainment, business 
and religion. Achievements within 
the legacy and traditions of the 
African American journey: excel-
lence in spite of society’s barriers. 
In heralding the contributions of 
notable men across decades, Men 
of Change highlights deep parallels 
between the past and present. Sum-
mary courtesy of the Smithsonian.

2040 (Together Films) - Opening 
in Virtual Theaters on June 5, 
2020

Directed by Damon Gameau
Produced by Nick Batzias, Anna 
Kaplan, Virginia Whitwell, Da-
mon Gameau
Executively Produced by Ian 
Darling, Malinda Wink, Mark 
Monroe, Paul Wiegard, William 
Gammon, Justin Baird
Award-winning director Damon 
Gameau (That Sugar Film) em-
barks on a journey to explore what 
the future could look like by the 
year 2040 if we simply embraced 
the best solutions already avail-
able to us to improve our planet 
and shifted them rapidly into the 
mainstream. Structured as a visual 
letter to his 4-year-old daughter, 
Damon blends traditional docu-
mentary with dramatized sequenc-
es and high-end visual effects to 
create a vision board of how these 
solutions could generate the world 
for future generations

EXIT PLAN (Screen Media) - In 
Theaters and on VOD on June 
12, 2020
A Film By: Jonas Alexander 
Arnby 
Written By:  Rasmus Birch 
Starring: Nikolaj Coster-Wal-
dau, Tuva Novotny, Kate Ash-
field, Robert Aramayo, Sonja 
Richter, Kaya Wilkins, Sobjørg 
Højfeldt, Lorraine Hilton, Sli-
mane Daz, Jan Bijvoet, Johanna 
Wokalek 
Insurance claims investigator Max 
(Nikolaj Coster-Waldau) follows 
the clues of a mysterious death 
to the remote Hotel Aurora, a 
unique and secretive facility that 
specializes in assisted suicide. His 
investigation uncovers disturbing 
revelations that force Max to 
question the very nature of life and 
death, and the realization that he 
may not be able to escape.

THE POLLINATORS (1091) 
- Available Digitally on June 
16, 2020
Directed by: Peter Nelson 
Featuring: Bret Adee (Owner 
of One of the Largest Beekeep-
ing Companies in the US), Jeff 
Anderson (Beekeeper), Alan 
Ard (Farmer and Owner of Ard’s 
Farm Market)
A disturbing and eye opening 
environmental doc about how 
mass farming and consumer food 
preferences is destroying these 
vital flying insects.  Most people 

don’t know that bees are directly 
responsible for 33% of all food 
consumed.

K AY E  B A L L A R D :  T H E 
SHOW GOES ON! (Abramora-
ma) - Live Streaming Premiere 
Screening, June 16, 2020, En-
core Live Screening June 17, 
2020, Available in Virtual The-
aters June 19
Directed by Dan Wingate
Featuring Kaye Ballard, Ann 
Margret, Carol Burnett, Har-
old Prince, Carol Channing, 
Michael Feinstein
From big bands to Broadway, 
radio to recordings, and tele-
vision to the big screen, Kaye 
Ballard did it all in a career that 
spanned eight decades. Delight-
ful moments are captured in rare 
archival footage and recent in-
terviews with Kaye’s long-time 
pals Ann Margret, Carol Burnett, 
Harold Prince, Carol Channing, 
Michael Feinstein, and others, as 
well as with Kaye herself. Both 
timeless and timely, the film will 
especially resonate with show 
business fans and Broadway 
history buffs who have in recent 
times seen the losses of Kaye, 
Harold Prince, Carol Channing, 
and Jerry Stiller, all of whom 
appear in the film. The film 
sparkles with the energy of the 
era of entertainers whose skills 
had to bridge vaudeville to the-
ater, radio to film, and television 
variety shows to sit coms. 

7500 (Amazon) - Available on 
Prime Video June 19, 2020
Directed by: Patrick Vollrath 
Wri t ten  by :  Patr ick  Vol l -
rath and Senad Halilbasic 
Starring: Joseph Gordon-Lev-
itt, Omid Memar, Aylin Te-
zel, and Carlo Kitzlinger
It looks like a routine day at work 
for Tobias, a soft-spoken young 
American co-pilot on a flight from 
Berlin to Paris as he runs through 
the preflight checklist with Mi-
chael, the pilot, and chats with 
Gökce, his flight-attendant girl-
friend. But shortly after takeoff, 
terrorists armed with makeshift 
knives suddenly storm the cockpit, 
seriously wounding Michael and 
slashing Tobias’ arm. Temporarily 
managing to fend off the attackers, 
a terrified Tobias contacts ground 
control to plan an emergency 

landing. But when the hijackers 
kill a passenger and threaten to 
murder more innocent people if 
he doesn’t let them back into the 
cockpit, this ordinary man faces 
an excruciating test.

OLYMPIA (Abramorama) - In 
Virtual Theaters June 19, 2020
Directed by: Harry Mavromi-
chalis
In the same vein as Albert Mays-
les’ Iris, this sublimely intimate 
fly-on-the-wall verité docu-
mentary tells a heart-wrenching 
story of a woman finding her 
own voice on her own terms to 
assert a gigantic creative force 
into the world. Rebelling against 
her old world panty-sniffing sus-
picious Greek mother to assert 
her strong sexual drive, fighting 
the feeling she was “too ethnic” 
amid the Boston Brahmin at 
BU, and starting her own theatre 
company in New Jersey instead 
of waiting for the phone to ring, 
Olympia Dukakis models how 
to live life with blazing courage. 
Throughout an engrossing story 
that seamlessly blends past and 
present, she opens her heart and 
exposes her truest self to Harry 
Mavromichalis’ unobtrusive 
camera.

N O  S M A L L  M AT T E R 
(Abramorama) - Virtual Cine-
ma Theatrical Screenings June 
26, 2020
Co-Directed by Danny Alpert, 
Greg Jacobs, Jon Siskel
Executive Produced by Alfre 
Woodard
Produced by Rachel Pikel-
ny and Laura Fallsgraff
Featuring Rosemarie Trug-
lio (the woman behind Sesame 
Street) and teacher/advocate Ra-
chel Giannini
No Small Matter is the first fea-
ture documentary to explore the 
most overlooked, underestimated, 
and powerful force for change in 
America today: early childhood 
education. Through poignant 
stories and surprising humor, the 
film lays out the overwhelming 
evidence for the importance of 
the first five years, and reveals 
how our failure to act on that evi-
dence has resulted in an everyday 
crisis for American families, and 
a slow-motion catastrophe for the 
country.

Louis Armstrong John Coltrane Miles Davis Duke Ellington
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20 By Audrey J. Bernard Bookin’ It
Lady Peachena 
publishes 
“AMAZED” 
magazine

Posted By Don Thomas

After writing articles for the former Big Red News 
and various other prominent magazines for many 
years, Grammy Award-winning Songwriter/

Gospel Songstress, Lady Peachena, has stepped out 
on faith and launched her own quarterly inspirational 
magazine “AMAZED.” She expects her one-of-a-kind 
magazine to become the #1 informational source for 
Gospel music followers.

“AMAZED” will shine the spotlight on popular 
Gospel artists such as Bishop Hezekiah Walker, CeCe 
Winans, Rev. Shirley Caesar, and others, as well as 
unsigned Gospel artists such as The Great Divas of 
Gospel, The Late Show’s Gospel Choir, and others, 
who have been toiling in the Gospel vineyard a long 
time without getting much exposure to the Gospel 
community.

There will also be articles about celebrities 
(non-Gospel artists) who have made significant 
contributions to Gospel music in their own way 
as well as great moments in African American 
history.

“I have so much knowledge about the music 
business that I’d like to share. Oprah has been 
my inspiration for a long time and since she 
publishes her own magazine, so can I,” says 
Lady Peachena.

Stay up-to-date on the latest news in Gospel music! 
The uplifting, informational magazine can be ordered 
now at: www.blurb.com/b/9935193.

Lady Peachena is also the founder of the Late 
Show’s Gospel Choir of whom she organized for CBS 
TV’S “LATE SHOW” twenty-five years ago and 
they’re still performing together.

For bookings of The Late Show’s Gospel Choir or 
Lady Peachena visit their websites at: www.LateShows-
GospelChoir.com & www.LadyPeachena.com. Or you 
may email Lady Peachena at: peachena@aol.com. All 
of Lady Peachena’s CDs can be downloaded at: www.
Amazon.com.

Jonathan Traylor  
makes label debut

Posted By Don Thomas

Motown Gospel/Capitol 
CMG Artist Jonathan 
Traylor breathes new 

energy into the faith-based 
music scene with his major 
label debut,

The Unknown. Beginning 
as a three-track release, the 
playlist-styled album that will 
continuously be updated with 
new songs and video content 
over the course of the year.

Writing from a place of 
transparency and authenticity, 
Traylor has been celebrated for 
music that is both compelling 
and relevant. Inspired by a 
personal season of blindfolded 
trust, the project celebrates the 
constant faithfulness of God in 
the midst of uncertainty.

Opening track “You Get 
the Glory” is a worship song 

that serves as a heart cry of 
Traylor’s faith journey. “I Trust 
You” reflects a commitment 
to not lean on our own under-
standing, while “Purpose Over 
Pleasure (Live)” is an anthem 
for unashamed believers to live 
for God.

“I want to do something 
different in music that peo-
ple have never seen or heard 
before. I want to help raise 
a generation of wild wor-
shippers that don’t hold back 
anything and worship with an 
intense passion and fire,” says 
Traylor.

The triple-threat singer/
songwriter, producer/musician, 
and dancer rose to national 
prominence following a string 
of tour dates and high-profile 
appearances, including the pre-
show stage at Kirk Franklin’s 
Exodus Music & Arts Festival 

in Traylor’s hometown of Dal-
las, Texas.

He has quickly become 
known for his passionate lyr-
ics, catchy hooks, and dynamic 
stage performances that infuse 
the culture with the message 
of the Gospel. Follow Jona-
than Traylor on Social Media: 
Facebook, Instagram

Twitter YouTube.
Motown Gospel is one of 

the most prominent gospel 
music companies in the world, 
boasting over two decades of 
chart-topping and award-win-
ning artists, albums, and songs. 
A division of Capitol CMG/
Universal Music Group, Mo-
town Gospel’s artist roster 
has included Tasha Cobbs 
Leonard, Smokie Norful, Tye 
Tribbett, Brian Courtney Wil-
son, Kierra Sheard, The Clark 
Sisters and more. Jonathan Traylor

Lady Peachena
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Theater talk 
The Public Theater presents ‘We 
Are One Public’ on digital platform

By Audrey J. Bernard

Our beloved Public The-
ater (Artistic Director, 
Oskar Eustis; Execu-

tive Director, Patrick Willing-
ham) is joining the digital gen-
eration! The people’s theater 
will present a free and open to 
all virtual event to support The 
Public Theater on Monday, 
June 1, 2020, at 8:00 p.m. ET.

The star-studded event will 
be hosted by Public alum Jesse 
Tyler Ferguson, and directed 
by Tony Award winner Kenny 
Leon with music direction 
by Tony Award winner Ted 
Sperling. The evening will 
feature special performances 
and appearances by Public 
artists through songs, sto-
ries, and more, along with a 
special tribute to this year’s 
honorees Sam Waterston and 
Audrey & Zygi Wilf.

This move to a digital plat-
form for the first time ever 
will replace the annual gala 
and the production will meet 
all the high standards set by 
The Pubic. The event invites 
viewers from coast to coast 
and around the world to join 
in the livestreamed show on 
The Public’s website, YouTube 
channel, and Facebook page.

“We Are One Public” will 
include performances and 
appearances by Antonio Ban-
deras, Laura Benanti, Kim 
Blanck, Ally Bonino, Danielle 
Brooks, Glenn Close, Jenn 
Colella, Elvis Costello, Claire 
Danes, Holly Gould, Danai 
Gurira, Anne Hathaway, 
Stephanie Hsu, Oscar Isaac, 
Nikki M. James, John Le-
guizamo, Audra McDonald, 
Grace McLean, Sandra Oh, 
Mia Pak, David Hyde Pierce, 
Phillipa Soo, Trudie Styler & 
Sting, Will Swenson, Shaina 
Taub, Kuhoo Verma, Ada 
Westfall, Kate Wetherhead, 

and more. Anne McPherson 
will serve as production stage 
manager.

This one-night-only special 
event will honor Audrey & 
Zygi Wilf — valued members 
of The Public Theater commu-
nity — whose commitment to 
arts and culture, education, 
and humanitarian causes have 
created a lasting impact in New 
York City and beyond.

Actor, advocate, and ac-
tive member of the Board of 
Trustees Sam Waterston will 
be the artistic honoree. His 
longstanding support and 
partnership of The Public is 
unmatched, performing in 13 
productions since 1963, in-
cluding Much Ado About Noth-
ing (1972), Measure for Mea-
sure featuring Meryl Streep 
(1976), King Lear (2011), The 
Tempest (2015), and more. 

The evening will be 
hosted by Co-Chairs Kwame 
Anthony Appiah, Candia 
Fisher, Joanna Fisher, Laure 
Sudreau, and Lynne Wheat.

Although this event is free 
for all, there are many ways to 
support and receive access to 
pre-show benefits. The “We 
Are One Public” program 
will be complemented by an 
online auction which will 
open a week before the event. 
Auction items range from 
virtual artist meet-and-greets 
to master classes and private 
performances. To support, or 
for questions about the event, 
please go to publictheater.org, 
email gala@publictheater.org, 
or call (212) 539-8634.
About The Public 
Theater
The Public is theater of, by, 
and for all people. Artist-driv-

en, radically inclusive, and 
fundamentally democratic, 
The Public continues the work 
of its visionary founder Joe 
Papp as a civic institution 
engaging, both on-stage and 
off, with some of the most 
important ideas and social 
issues of today.  Conceived 
over 60 years ago as one of 
the nation’s first nonprofit 
theaters, The Public has long 
operated on the principles that 
theater is an essential cultural 
force and that art and culture 
belong to everyone. Under the 
leadership of Artistic Director 
Oskar Eustis and Executive 
Director Patrick Willingham, 
The Public’s wide breadth 
of programming includes an 
annual season of new work 
at its landmark home at Astor 
Place, Free Shakespeare in the 
Park at The Delacorte Theater 
in Central Park, the Mobile 

Unit touring throughout New 
York City’s five boroughs, 
Public Forum, Under the Ra-
dar, Public Studio, Public 
Works, Public Shakespeare 
Initiative, and Joe’s Pub. Since 
premiering HAIR in 1967, The 
Public continues to create the 
canon of American Theater 
and is currently represented 
on Broadway by the Tony 
Award-winning musical Ham-
ilton by Lin-Manuel Miran-
da and Girl From the North 
Country. Their programs and 
productions can also be seen 
regionally across the country 
and around the world.  The 
Public has received 59 Tony 
Awards, 178 Obie Awards, 53 
Drama Desk Awards, 58 Lortel 
Awards, 34 Outer Critic Circle 
Awards, 13 New York Drama 
Critics’ Circle Awards, and 6 
Pulitzer Prizes. publictheater.
org.

Kenny Leon Jesse Tyler Ferguson Audrey Wilf, Zygi Wilf

Sam Waterston Ted Sperling Danai Gurira
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22 Ponder This! 
When President Barack Obama Speaks…

By Hazel Rosetta Smith 
Contributing Scribe

You may think I am a 
cockeyed optimist al-
ways striving to see 

the positive side of life at first 
glance. Taking into consider-
ation how we may be imagined 
by others, the only important 
aspect of being alive is to be 
true to how you perceive and 
know thy self.

To be able to rejoice in the 
accomplishments of others, to 
rally support for those who are 
adventurous enough to believe 
they can achieve their hopes 
and dreams, is what I know. 
But, if you know me at all, then 
you have probably experienced 
a phone call from me so excit-
ed, I could not hide it, when I 
hear about something amazing 
about to kick off.

Such was the case, Satur-
day, May 16th when I got the 
word to attend, virtually that is, 
two commencement addresses 
scheduled to broadcast fea-
turing the world’s renowned 
shining star, President Barack 
Obama.

Surely, when the word went 
out across the nation and be-
yond our borders that the 

former President of the Unit-
ed States would address the 
people, in this case, the 2020 
graduates of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities at 
2:00 p.m. and high school 
graduates at 8 p.m., folks shut 
in houses, caves and tunnels 
were looking to tune in.

When I thought about see-
ing and hearing somebody 
presidential, with dignity, 
intelligence, empathy and 
common sense, my joy was 
heightened to near hysterical 

levels of anticipation.
Where have you been Black 

knight of conscience and cor-
rectness? Lincoln Debenham, 
17 year old senior at Eagle 
Rock High School, Los An-
geles, is said to be the first to 
tweet a direct request to the 
President stating, “…in an 
unprecedented time, it would 
give us great comfort to hear 
your voice” and added “hear-
ing that voice of hope again.” 
You said it, Debenham and a 
whole bunch of people shouted 

their thanks for the suggestion 
and the response that made it 
happen.

Listening to the sound of 
his voice echoing soothing 
words, seeing kind expressions 
of care and concern on his 
face, President Barack Obama 
revealed again to our country 
what we had witnessed and 
now miss so deeply after eight 
years under his leadership. It 
was so refreshing and uplifting 
that for just a few moments, I 
could take my mind away from 

the devastation of our present 
circumstances, COVID-19, 
and Trump.

The commencement ad-
dresses, though similar in 
agenda, were equally presented 
in an aura of encouragement, 
understanding and compassion 
to engage a generation that de-
served to be acknowledged and 
congratulated for what they 
have attained thus far.

President Obama spoke 
words of truth through wisdom 
from his experiences under the 
calmness of sane leadership, 
so desperately needed at such 
a time as this.

Quoting from the speeches 
would not suffice in capturing 
what President Obama’s mind-
set was when he accepted the 
invitation from J.P. Morgan 
and LeBron James. Both ad-
dresses are available on You-
Tube and probably by now on 
other media circuits.

Listen to it for yourself 
and perhaps download it for 
your children and children’s 
children to get some small 
reflection of what once was 
so wonderful and powerful in 
the political arena under a man 
with character who did not let 
his ego take the lead from the 
needs of the country and the 
people he served.

If two commencement ad-
dresses are not enough, coming 
up live streaming on YouTube, 
June 6th “Dear Class of 2020” 
will bring another opportunity 
for graduates to hear from 
President Obama, featuring 
First Lady Michelle Obama, 
Lady Gaga and other promi-
nent guests. Touché!

[Hazel Rosetta Smith, 
journalist, playwright, and 
director of Help Somebody 
Theatrical Ministries, retired 
former Managing Editor & 
Woman’s Editor of the New 
York Beacon and current 
columnist of Harlem Com-
munity News, Inc. Contact: 
misshazel@twc.com]

Lady GagaFirst Lady Michelle Obama

President Barack Obama
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 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 
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Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
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44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage
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FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice
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sends help fast, 24/7.
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I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!
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FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.
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with GPS!
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www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner148
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©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 5/31/20
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COMBO PRICE  
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+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
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THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
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get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
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www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
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BOY SCOUT COMPEN-
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was inappropriately touched by 
a Scout leader deserves justice 
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COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-

ING PROGRAM! Train ON-
LINE to get the skills to be-
come a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now offer-
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for details! (844) 947- 0192 
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HEALTH
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 

PRESCRIPTION! World 
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Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!
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pills for $99. 100 pills for $150. 
FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907
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NY CDPAP Caregiver Hourly 

Pay Rate! Under NYS CDPAP 
Medicaid program you can hire 
your family or friends for your 
care. Phone: 347-713-3553

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 

Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. 1-888-609-9405

REAL ESTATE
New homes priced from 
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landlease community in Smyr-
na Delaware. Close to DE 
Beaches and Dover Downs. 
Low taxes. 302-659-5800 or 

www.BonAyreHomes.com

TV INTERNET PHONE
Get DIRECTV! ONLY 

$35/month! 155 Channels 
& 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand (w/SELECT All 
Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Addi-
tional Cost. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-534-6918

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We pay 

CA$H for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.

Convenient. Certified Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-361-0601 
or visit

RefrigerantFinders.com
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Bob Watson Pioneer
By Andrew Rosario

The New York Yankees, 
arguably sports most 
successful organization 

and baseball’s best in winning 
the most World Series titles 
(27) has never really been a 
model when it comes to their 
treatment of African American 
players. In fact, they were one 
of the last teams to add a black 
player when catcher Elston 
Howard was signed in 1955. 
Howard had the unenviable 
task of backing up Hall of 
Famer Yogi Berra. When his 
career ended, Howard hit .274, 
167 hr, 762 rbi and was the 
1963 American League Most 
Valuable Player. Howard was 
a 12 time All Star. Not many 
black players followed in his 
footsteps. There was second 
baseman Horace Clark and 
pitcher Al Downing (most no-
tably know for giving up Hank 
Aaron’s 715th home run). The 
best African American player 
to ever don the pinstripes 
(before Derek Jeter) was a 
guy named Reginald Martinez 
Jackson signed as a free agent 
from the Baltimore Orioles 
where he played for only one 
year after leading the Oakland 
Athletics to three straight 
World Series titles. Jackson, 
known as “Mr. October” for his 
postseason heroics, took New 
York and the baseball world 
by storm. The Yankees made 
it to the World Series in 1976 
only to get swept by the mighty 
Cincinnati Reds. Jackson was 
an integral part as the team 
won World Series title the next 
two years proving that he was 
the “straw that stirs the drink.”

Owner George Steinbren-
ner, frustrated the team failed 
to make the playoffs in 1979 
(the year in which Thurman 
Munson died in a airplane 
crash) went out and signed 
Dave Winfield from the San 
Diego Padres. The team went 
to the World Series in 1981 
only to lose to the Los An-
geles Dodgers. Steinbrenner 
dubbing Winfield “Mr. April” 
as Winfield only had one hit 
in 22 at-bats. Before his career 
with the Yankees was over, the 
saga involving Steinbrenner, 
Winfield and Howie Spira 

would be front and back page 
fodder for the rest of his Yan-
kees career. It resulted in then 
commissioner Fay Vincent 
initially banning Steinbrenner 
for life which was reduced to 
two years. Said Vincent, “it 
was a pretty sordid and very 
unattractive story of George 
trying to destroy Dave Win-
field. It was not Steinbrenner 
at his best.”

Both Jackson and Winfield 
would continue their careers 
elsewhere. Jackson came back 
as a member of the Angels 
and hit a home run at Yankee 
Stadium against Ron Guidry. 
Winfield would win a World 
Series with Toronto driving in 
the wining runs as the Yankees 
doldrums continued.

Their fortunes would turn 
as Steinbrenner hired Bob Wat-
son who played for the team 
for three years (1980-1982) 
as General Manager. Man-
aged by Buck Showalter the 
team made the playoffs after 
a long drought in 1995 only 
to lose to Seattle in 5 games. 
Steinbrenner gave Buck his 
walking papers and hired Joe 
Torre (recommended by Wat-
son) the following year. The 
Yankees would win their first 
World Series since 1978. Inte-
gral African American players 
players included Dwight Gold-

en, Charlie Hayes (he caught 
the last out of the 1996 World 
Series), Darryl Strawberry, 
Cecil Fiedler, Gerald Williams 
and then rookie Derek Jeter.

Bob Watson put that roster 
together and watched as the 
team would win the World 
Series three years in a row 
(1998-2000) after he moved 
on with Brian Cashman taking 
over. The team has one only 

one World Series since his 
Watson’s departure.

There have been other 
notable African Americans 
that have been on the Bronx 
Bombers roster. Roy White, 
Oscar Gamble, Mickey (Goz-
zle Head) Rivers, Willie Ran-
dolph, (third base, bench coach 
and manager of the New York 
Mets) Chili Davis and Hall of 
Farmer Tim (Rock) Raines.

Bob Watson passed away 
last Friday at the age of 74. He 
was the first African Ameri-
can General Manager to win 
a World Series title. Current 
General Manager Brian Cash-
man issued a statement in part 
saying, “Bob was a gentle 
giant. He was an incredibly 
kind person and a mentor who 
l looked up to and admired. 
He shared his wealth of ex-
perience and deep knowledge 
of the game freely and with 
everyone he came in contact 
with and l was one of those 
beneficiaries.”

Major league sports, par-
ticularly baseball, basketball 
and football’s inclusion of 
African Americans in leader-
ship roles continue to struggle. 
Football continues to make 
excuses when it comes to 
black quarterbacks. Base-
ball and basketball recycle 
individuals in the dugouts, 
sidelines and front office. Bob 
Watson was given a chance by 
a tyrant owner and quietly did 
something no other African 
American had ever done. “He 
was a mentor,” said Randolph 
who as popular as he was, was 
never considered or offered 
the manager’s position by 
Steinbrenner. “A lot of peo-
ple don’t realize what a great 
player Bob Watson was.” 

Bob Watson: First African American General Manger To Win World Series
Photo: Special to the NY Beacon

Winfield Felt the Wrath of Steinbrenner
Photo: Special to the NY Beacon


