New York’s

Beacon
website:
NewYorkBeacon.net

Vol. 24 No. 49

Showing the Way to Truth and Justice

December 7 - December 13, 2017

E-Mail
newyorkbeacon@yahoo.com

75 Cents

WORLD SPEAKS OUT AGAINST TRUMP:
DO NOT GIFT JERUSALEM TO ISRAEL

Donald Trump, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas

If Donald Trump moves the U S Embassy to Jerusalem and declares it to
be the capital of Israel - the entire Israel-Palestine peace process will be
at stake, page 3
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NY earmarks $5m Rape victims will not be responsible
for Pre-K districts financially for forensic exams

BEACON, December 7–December 13, 2017 newyorkbeacon.net

By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

G

ov. Cuomo has earmarked $5 million to
allow nearly 1,000 children to enroll in 16 High-Quality Pre-K districts across the
Empire State.
The funding is also designed
to support the expansion of
pre-kindergarten to high-need
or underserved districts as part
of the State’s ongoing efforts
to promote early education and
improve the academic future for
all students.
“Every child deserves a fair
shot at a high-quality education,” said Gov. Cuomo. “This
funding will help the academic
playing field for children in
these underserved communities, providing the opportunity
to succeed, thrive and, ultimate-

ly, lead,” he added.
Funding was awarded to
school districts based on the
quality of the application and
other factors, including district and student need, efforts
to target the highest need
students, and efforts to maximize total number of children
served in pre-kindergarten
programs
State Sen. Carl Marcellino,
chair of the Senate Education
Committee, said that “investing
in our children is investing in a
strong and prosperous future of
all New York State.”
“With this funding, we help
school districts provide topnotch pre-kindergarten education to children, and I thank
Gov. Cuomo for his commitment to a comprehensive approach to educating New York’s
students,” he added.

By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

N

ew York State Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman has reached settlement with Brooklyn Hospital
to ensure that rape survivors
are no longer illegally billed
for forensic rape examination.
“It’s hard to imagine the
heartache and anxiety a survivor must feel having to fight
a collection agency over an
unlawful bill for a rape kit. It
is unacceptable, and we will
not allow it to continue,” said
Schneiderman.
“I want to be clear: survivors
of sexual assault are entitled to
cost-free emergency care under
New York law – and we will do
everything possible to ensure
they get the respect and care
they deserve,” he added.
The Attorney General said
his investigation of the problem
revealed that between January 2015 and February 2017,
Brooklyn Hospital conducted
86 forensic rape exams- and in
85 out of those 86 cases
He added that the hospital
either improperly billed the
patient directly, or bill the pa-

tient’s insurance plan without
advising the patient of their
payment options as required
by law. The hospital had sent
some of these improper bills to
collection firms.
“It is unconscionable that a
survivor who undergoes an intensive rape kit collection process would then receive a bill in
a mail to pay for her own rape
hit. What other crime victims
must cover the costs of their
own crime investigations?”
“This goes to the very heart
of blaming the victim, and we
commend Attorney General
Schneiderman for stopping this
illegal practice in its tracks,

“said Sonia Ossorio, president
of NOW-NY.
Mary Haviland, executive
director, NYC Alliance against
Sexual Assault said that survivors of sexual assault should
not have to pay for an evidence
gathering medical exam.
“ New Yo rk St at e l aw
provides for direct payment
through its Office of Victim
Service for all sexual assault
medical exams,” said Haviland.
“We applaud the Attorney
General for taking the initiative to make sure that charging
survivors of sexual assault for
medical exams does not take
place in New York State.

GOP tax cuts pick the pockets
of middle class America
By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

Meghan Markle will be
first biracial person to
wed into the royal family
By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

M

eghan Markle, 36,
Britain’s princess in
waiting, is an African-American, born, raised
and educated in Los Angeles,
California.
When she and 34-year-old
Prince Harry exchange wedding
vows next spring, it will mark
the first time ever that a person
with black blood becomes part
of the British royal family.
Markel’s mother Doria is an
African-American. While her
father, Thomas is Dutch-Irish,
and their difference in skin
tone led to the family receiving racial abuse when she was
younger. Her mother is also a
yoga instructor in Los Angeles.
Markle, who is an actress,
recalled that because her mother is Black with dreadlocks, and
she Markle passes as white, she
often received “hurtful com-

ments” about whether Doria is
her real mother.
From age five, Markle was
educated at private schools –
first at Hollywood Little Red
Schoolhouse and later at Immaculate Heart High School, an
all-girl, private Roman Catholic
school in Los Angeles.
The future princess was
once quoted as saying the following in published reports that
“Being biracial paints a blurred
line that is equal part staggering
and illuminating.”
“While my mixed heritage
may have created a grey area
surrounding my self-identification, keeping me with a foot
on both sides of the fence, I
have come to embrace that,”
said Markle.
She added, “To say who I
am, to share where I am from,
and to voice my pride in being
a strong confident mixed-race
woman,” the future princess
declared.

A

tax cut measure ramped
through the Republican
controlled U.S. Senate
that picks the pocket of middle
class Americans while sparing
the wealthy is being sharply
criticized across the country
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said
New York will be hit hardest.
“With this plan, the GOP in
Congress are robbing New
Yorkers of billions of dollars,
endangering the health care
of millions of Americans, and
exploding the federal deficit,”
said Cuomo.
The Governor said further
that the devastating impacts
both intended, as well as unintended given the rushed, secretive approach taken in writing
and voting on this plan cannot
be overstated.
“To implement discredited
trickle-down economics and
repeal health care for millions
under the cover of tax reform
before the public, or even every
senator can be informed of the
details in the plan, is positive
proof of just how bad is the
plan,” said Cuomo.
“The bill is financed in large
part by almost entirely eliminating deductions that means
New York will effectively serve
as a piggy bank to finance tax
cuts for other states, “said the
Governor.

He added, “This plan is a
sham that does not deliver on
the GOP promise to help the
middle class. It reflects upside
down priorities – it helps the
rich and corporations and does
nothing to deliver on their
false promise to benefit middle
class citizens,” Gov. Cuomo
continued.
According to the Governor, the four members of New
York’s Republican congressional delegation, who supported
the House version of this unfair,
unequal and economically devastating plan, “betrayed their
constituents.”
“It is now time for New
York’s entire Republican con-

gressional delegation to put
New Yorkers first, vote the right
way and tells their party leadership that they will not allow
us to be pawns in a political
agenda shat inflicts financial
pain on Democratic states.
“We need not tax cut that
will directly impact Americans
who call New York their home,
and benefit corporations and
the wealthiest among us,” Cuomo declared.
Mayor Bill de Blasio
agreed, adding that “Republicans voting on a bill they didn’t
even have time to read, once
again proved they care more
about billionaires and campaign
donors than working families.
“They voted for a tax increase for 87 million households. They voted billion of
dollars cuts to a number of
programs Medicaid.
“They also voted to kick 13
million people off their health
insurance. They voted to give
wealthy companies a tax break
at the expense of cities police
officers. firefighters and teachers,” said Mayor de Blasio.
“Thankfully, the fight isn’t
over. We can win this but only
if we get involved. We must
make the voices of hard working Americans from around the
country heard in Washington,
D.C. It’s time to remind our
legislators that they work for
us. Not their campaign donors,”
he declared.
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eports say the president
will dramatically shift
the US position on the
status of Jerusalem this week.
Its fate is one of the thorniest
issues between Israel and the
Palestinians
Donald Trump missed a
deadline on Monday to sign a
waiver which would postpone
moving the US embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, a campaign pledge he has delayed
fulfilling.
If Washington recognizes
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, it
would be the first country to do
so since the foundation of the
state in 1948. Israel has always
regarded it as its capital city,
while the Palestinians claim
East Jerusalem as the capital of
a future Palestinian state
A growing number of countries have urged Donald Trump
not to make his anticipated
announcement.
French President Emmanuel
Macron told Donald Trump he
is «concerned» the US leader
could unilaterally recognize
Jerusalem as Israel›s capital,
saying any decision on its status
must be «within the framework

By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent
‘ T h e NA AC P h a s expressed outrage over a plan
by the Trump administration
to revoke Temporary Protected Status (TPS) from nearly
60,000 Haitians who are taking refuge in the United States.
The Temporary Protected
Status Program, enacted by
President George Bush in
1990, currently benefits over
320,000 people. El Salvador,
with 200,000 people in the
program, makes up the largest
percentage; Haiti comes in
second.
“The gradual abolition of
this humanitarian program
is an absolute travesty,” said
NAACP president Derrick
Johnson. “TPS has aided
thousands of Haitian families
still struggling to endure the
aftermath of the 2010 earthquake,” he added.
Johnson explained that the
program embodies America’s
promise as a global safe haven, and an asylum for the
huddled masses. “Our cur-

rent administration obviously
has no intention of making
good on that promise,” said
Johnson.
He said that the reluctance
with which President Trump
provided relief to Puerto Rico
following Hur ricane Irma
demonstrated the shallowness
of his sympathy for non-white
victims of natural disasters.
“This latest decision on
the TPS program takes his
disregard for communities of
color in need an appalling step
further,” he added.
“The NAACP urges our
government’s leaders to reconsider their decision and
extend the protections on
which 59l, 000 Haitians depend. The NAACP also calls
upon the administration to
halt its unraveling of the TPS
program and instead invest
in the well-being of all those
who call the United States
home,” said Johnson.

of negotiations between Israelis
and Palestinians».
The European Union, part
of the so-called Middle East
Quartet of mediators which
includes the US, the UN and
Russia, warned of “serious repercussions on public opinion
in large parts of the world”.
Arab League chief Ahmed
Aboul Gheit warned it would
be “a dangerous measure that
would have repercussions”.
Saudi Arabia said such a
move before a final settlement
in the Israeli-Palestinian con-

flict would «have a detrimental
impact on the peace process».
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has urged world
leaders to intervene, saying
«such a US decision would destroy the peace process».
Jordan, custodian of Islamic
sites in Jerusalem, has warned
of “grave consequences”.
Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan said such a move would
cross a “red line” for Muslims.
.”We could go as far as cutting diplomatic ties with Israel
over the issue.”

transatlantic slave trade. Some
migrants, mostly Nigerians,
Ghanaians and Gambians, are
forced to work for the slave
traders.
Sl ave r y Re m e m b ra n ce
members picketed the Libyan
Embassy in London on November 26. The organization also
posted #End Slavery in Libya.
The demonstrators carried
signs that read “We are not
slaves” and “I can’t believe I’m
protesting for this shit in 2017.”
Celebrities from Nigeria
and the United States have demanded that Libya stop its slave
trade. Chris Brown, Common
and T.I. have denounced Libya’s
slave trade.
“Heartbreaking, barbaric

“Probably failing to plan
for the day after what I think
was the right thing to do intervention in Libya,” Obama told
Fox News. After Gaddafi was
killed, Libya fell into chaos
with militias taking over and
rival parliaments and governments forming.
Obama said Libya has been
a mess since the fall of Gaddafi.
Singer LL Cool J said the
West used its military to remove
Gaddafi and that the West has
a moral obligation to get Libya
back on a healthy footing.
Libya is not getting all the
blame for the current situation.
and unacceptable. We must executions were taking place African leaders are being urged
fight to end this! Speak up, but she did not do anything to fix their countries to stem the
flow of illegal immigration
spread awareness. The inhu- about the killings.
manity must end,” said television host Steve Harvey.
Slave trading began in 2011
after the United States, France
and England overthrew Gaddafi.
Since the overthrow of
Gaddafi, Libya has been ungovernable; the country’s climate has been characterized
by sporadic violent clashes by
various factions. Soon after
Gaddafi was murdered, militias
began executing Africans living
in Libya.
Hillary Clinton, President
Barack Obama’s Secretary of
State, reportedly knew that the

Demonstrations held to spotlight,
stop African slave trade in Libya
By Frederick H. Lowe
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

D

emonstrations recently
have been held in major
European cities to protest African men, women and
children being sold into slavery
in Libya, a practice that began
after the United States and other
countries overthrew Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi, leaving the country ungovernable.
Nearly 4,000 individuals
protested in Stockholm. Large
demonstrations also have been
held in London, Brussels and in
Paris by men and women who
are reacting to news reports of
refugees and migrants passing
through Libya being sold at
auction into slavery.
Television camera crews
photographed black men sold
into slavery for $400 and black
women being sold as sex slaves.
The migrants are traveling
through Libya to reach Europe
to find work and a better life.
London’s demonstration
was organized by Slavery Remembrance. Supporters said
if they refuse to acknowledge
what is happening in Libya,
they are destined make the
same mistakes when it comes
to racism and slavery. The United Kingdom was the world’s
largest slave trader during the
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International world weighs in on
NAACP outraged over
Pres Trump’s decision to recognize Trump’s stance on
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel
Haitian immigrants
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Reginald Lewis’ TLC Beatrice historic financial
Kaiser Poll: 70% of
marketplace enrollees are deal to be placed in U S Congressional Record
satisfied with Obamacare
ashington, D.C.—On
November 30, 1987,
Reginald Francis Lewis negotiated the $985 million
leveraged buyout of Beatrice
International Foods, which at
that time, was the largest offshore transaction in the United
States. The Wall Street move
was celebrated around the world
as the deal that made Lewis the
first-ever African American
billionaire business tycoon. Michael Milken was his investment
banker, and the company made
the Fortune 500.
To mark the 30th anniversary of the historic deal, Rep.
Elijah Cummings of Baltimore,
Maryland will be placing the
financial transaction milestone
in the United States Congressional Record in honor of Lewis’s
work that changed the face of
American business forever,
opening the doors for more
African Americans, women
and minorities, to play in the
billion-dollar-business league.
The event also marked the
founding of TLC Beatrice International Holdings, Inc., the
first African American-owned
enterprise to break through
the billion-dollar mark when it
grossed $1.8 billion in sales on
its first year.
Very recently, President
Barack Obama said to Lewis’s
daughter Leslie Lewis, “Your father had the work ethic, the skills
and the knowhow. But beyond
that, he had the temperament,
the self-assurance, the confidence
that he could do it and that he
belonged there. Being the First
of anything requires a certain
mindset. Reginald Lewis had it.”
When Lewis died from brain
cancer in 1993, he left behind a
legacy that continues to inspire
young African Americans, and
all Americans of color. In his
hometown, the Reginald F.
Lewis Museum of Maryland
African American History and
Culture will be celebrating his
75th birth anniversary with an
event called “Reginald F. Lewis,
The Conversation: The $Billion

Deal, The Lifestyle, The Man,”
Thursday, Dec. 7, 2017, 10:00
a.m. in Baltimore, Maryland.
Special guests include:
Keith Perrin, the co-founder
of FUBU and executive of The
Shark Group with Daymond
John; Jean S. Fugett Jr. (Lewis’s
brother, former TLC Beatrice
International CEO; Clarence
“Tiger” Davis (Lewis’s high
school classmate); author Lin
Hart (classmate at Virginia State
University); and William C.
Slattery (classmate at Harvard
Law School). Lewis’s widow,
Filipino American lawyer Loida
Nicolas Lewis, and his mother,
Carolyn Fugett, will be present
to help you really know the man.
Reginald Lewis was known
for being the first (and still
the only) person accepted to
Harvard Law School without applying to the prestigious
148-year-old institution. As a
testament to Lewis’s brilliance
and generosity, The Reginald F.
Lewis International Law Center
stands at Harvard Law School
today, as the first building on
their campus named after an
African American.
In 1987, Lewis founded his
eponymous Foundation to carry
out his vision and mission for
philanthropy (supporting educational programs for minorities
and underprivileged youth, as
well as showcasing and preserving African American art and
culture); this was continued by
his family, even after his death.
They also completed the autobiography that Lewis had begun
(with co-author Blair S. Walker), which became the bestseller,
“Why Should White Guys Have
All The Fun? How Reginald

Lewis Created a Billion-Dollar
Business Empire.”
Now more than ever, his
name is recognized by the
younger generation as an inspiration and model for entrepreneurship. Today, there is the
Reginald F. Lewis High School
of Business & Law in Baltimore,
the Reginald F. Lewis High
School of Business and Law
in Baltimore, the Reginald F.
Lewis College of Business at
Virginia State University, and
The Lewis College in Sorsogon
City, Philippines, his widow’s
hometown. In Baltimore, the
Reginald F. Lewis Museum of
Maryland African American
History and Culture stands as a
tribute to the man’s legendary
achievements.
Lewis’s daughters are keeping his legacy alive by making
invaluable contributions not
only to the African American
community, but also to American society as a whole. Leslie
Lewis is a consummate performer and executive producer,
most recently recognized for her
moving one-woman show called
“Miracle in Rwanda,” based on a
true story of surviving violence,
overcoming odds and the power
of forgiveness.
Christina Lewis Halpern
founded All Star Code, a not-forprofit organization that seeks to
help young men of color with the
tools they need to become a new
generation of entrepreneurs,
who will confidently navigate
the multi-billion-dollar technology industry, and create more
economic opportunity.
Highlights of Lewis’s exceptional life are also permanently
displayed at the Smithsonian
National Museum of African
American History and Culture,
and a documentary about his life
is slated for release on WNET in
February 2018.
The Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African
American History and Culture
will host “Reginald F. Lewis,
The Conversation: The $Billion
Deal, The Lifestyle, The Man,”
Thursday, Dec. 7, 2017, at 10:00
a.m. in Baltimore, Maryland.

fenders of Wildlife, a non-profit
organization.
“It’s not surprising that the
Trump administration moved to
sell out our national monuments.
What is surprising is that they
seem to think they can get away
with it. We’ll be seeing President
Trump in court”, he said.
Environmental campaign
group Friends of the Earth said:
“Public lands are to be managed
for the public, not plundered
by private interests that want to
make billions off public resourc-

es. This action is unprecedented
and will end up in court.”
Native American tribes people who consider Bears Ears
sacred are also planning to sue
the administration.
“We will be fighting back
immediately,” said Natalie
Landreth, a lawyer for the Native
American Rights Fund.
“All five tribes will be standing together united to defend
Bears Ears.”
The Navajo, Hopi, Pueblo
of Zuni, Ute Mountain and Ute
Indians form a commission
that administrates the territory,
which is rich in cultural antiquities and Native American ruins.
Jonathan Nez, Vice-President of the Navajo Nation, said:
“This is a sad day for indigenous
people and for America.
“However, we are resilient
and refuse to allow President
Trump’s unlawful decision to
discourage us.
“We will continue to fight in

honor of our ancestral warriors
who fought for our way of life, for
our culture and for our land, too.”
On Saturday thousands of
protesters–including Native
Americans dressed in ceremonial headdresses–rallied in
Salt Lake City against Trump’s
action.
Trump’s Secretary of the
Interior, Ryan Zinke, said earlier that the president’s aim in
reversing the park’s federally
protected status was “about
giving rural America a voice”.
He added that “public land
is for the public to use and not
special interests”.
Bear Ears National Monument was declared by President
Barack Obama in December
2016, near to the end of his
presidency.
Unlike a national park, which
requires an act of Congress, a
national monument can be designated by any sitting president
under the 1906 Antiquities Act.

By nnpanewswire
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By Freddie Allen (EditorIn-Chief, NNPA Newswire)

A

s President Donald
Trump continues to sow
confusion about the Affordable Care Act (ACA),
a recent poll by the Kaiser
Family Foundation, shows that,
although some of his tactics are
working, many consumers still
plan on signing up for healthcare during the open enrollment
period.

The ACA open enrollment
period started on November
1 and will end December 15
in most states and despite its
critics, the law has effectively
reduced the uninsured rate for
Blacks; healthcare advocates
have said that access to preventive care provided by the ACA
could also limit the effects of
healthcare disparities, like infant mortality rates and deaths
Continued on page 5

Roy Moore visits Black church

Doug Jones needs Black
voters to defeat Roy Moore
Democrats must stop
ignoring their core
By Jesse Jackson
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

C

an Doug Jones, a Democrat, win a Senate seat in
Alabama when voters go
to the polls in a special election
on Dec. 12? The polls say the
race is tight. Most press attention
focuses on the Republican Judge
Roy Moore, an extreme and controversial figure even before he
was hit with credible charges of
sexual misconduct with teenage
girls.
Moore’s weakness is obvious. The big question is whether
Jones can mobilize enough voters
to take advantage. That may be
less about Moore than about the

new Alabama waiting to take
political form. The odds against
Jones are forbidding.
As Perry Bacon Jr. pointed
out in FiveThirtyEight, the last
Democratic presidential candidate to win the state was Jimmy
Carter in 1976. A Democrat last
won a Senate seat in 1992.
Alabama is the “heart of Dixie.” Obama won only 16 percent
of the White vote here (as opposed to 41 percent nationally).
Hillary Clinton fared even worse,
winning little more than a third of
the total vote. About 71 percent
of the electorate is white; about
25 percent black. A stunning 35
percent of the vote comes from
white evangelicals, an increasingly rabid Republican voting bloc.
Continued on page 8
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Reginald F. Lewis

Trump shrinks Utah monuments angering environmentalists

H

e declared an 85% cut
to the state’s 1.3m acre
Bears Ears National
Monument and a 50% cut to its
1.9m acre Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.
Native American tribes and
environmental groups say they
will file lawsuits against the
policy.
But it will be welcomed by
ranchers and business interests
who view such monuments as
federal land grabs.
Speaking in the capitol building in Salt Lake City, Trump
said: “Some people think the
natural resources of Utah should
be controlled by a small handful
of very distant bureaucrats located in Washington.
“And guess what, they’re
wrong,” Trump said.
He said former presidents
had “severely abused” the law by
declaring swathes of territory off
limits to drilling, mining, grazing,
road traffic and other activities.

Trump said: “I’ve come to
Utah to take a very historic
action, to reverse federal overreach and to restore the rights of
this land to your citizens.”
During his visit to Utah, the
president does not plan to visit
either scenic area, White House
officials say.
Environmental groups reacted angrily to Trump’s announcement. “This is a shameful and
illegal attack on our nation’s
protected lands”, said Jamie
Clark, the chief executive of De-

Kaiser Poll: 70% of marketplace enrollees are satisfied with Obamacare
from breast cancer among
Black women.
Even though the ACA, also
known as Obamacare, provided healthcare to millions
of Americans—some of them
Trump supporters—the current
president has worked to cripple
the law in tweets and actions.
Deep cuts to funding for
advertising about the ACA are
having expected results.
In previous years, television ads played a key role in
educating people about open
enrollment and the ins and outs
of the ACA. Trump cut that
advertising budget to the bone.
According to a recent Kaiser
Family Foundation (KFF) poll,
“few of those most likely to
consider marketplace coverage
report hearing or seeing any ads
providing information about
how to get insurance under the
health care law.”
Less than 20 percent of the

uninsured and just 12 percent
of market enrollees said that
they saw ads in the past 30 days
that provided information about
how to get insurance.
The poll also reported that
just 5 percent of the uninsured
and 25 percent of the marketplace enrollees were aware of
the month when open enrollment ends in their state.
Despite White House efforts to discourage Americans
from signing up for healthcare
and the House Speaker Paul
Ryan (R-Wis.) claims that
people would choose not buy
Obamacare, if the government
didn’t force them, 90 percent
of marketplace enrollees said
that they would continue to buy
their own insurance, even if the
government stopped enforcing
the individual mandate.
Most marketplace enrollees
like their health insurance under the ACA.
The KFF poll revealed that
70 percent of current market-

place enrollees are satisfied
with their insurance choices.
“The vast majority (85 percent) of marketplace enrollees
also say they plan to sign up
for health insurance during the
2018 open enrollment period,
and most of them (54 percent of
the total marketplace enrollees)
prefer to renew their current
plan if it is available next year,”
according to the KFF poll.
Most enrollees will also
get help paying for healthcare
through the ACA.
“Insurers are still required by
law to provide reduced deductibles and co-pays for low-income marketplace enrollees,”
said Larry Levitt, senior vice
president for special initiatives
and co-executive director of the
Foundation’s Program for the
Study of Health Reform and
Private Insurance. “Premiums
are increasing, but consumers
will also get more help.”
Even though
T:11.5" consumers
will get help paying for health

insurance, this isn’t President
Obama’s open enrollment;
many things have changed so
it’s important to start reviewing
plans now.
Don’t just “auto-renew”
your health insurance plan.
Study your options carefully.
In previous years, the healthcare marketplace auto-renewed
consumers for the upcoming
coverage year. According to the
KFF poll, almost 25 percent
of marketplace enrollees were
auto-renewed for their same
plan or auto-reassigned to similar plans in 2016 for the 2017
coverage year.
But experts have said that
the auto-renewal feature may
not identify the subsidies that
you’re eligible for accurately
and when it comes to prescriptions or other life-saving services that you need, you’ll want
to make sure that any similar
plan fits your needs.
Remember, it’s best to enroll
early; don’t wait until the last

minute.
During previous enrollment
periods, there has been a surge
of interest as the deadline nears;
that increased activity slowed
down the responsiveness of
HealthCare.gov and created
longer wait times for the marketplace call center, said Karen
Pollitz, a senior fellow at the
Kaiser Family Foundation.
“Log-in to HealthCare.gov,
update your application for financial assistance, review your
plan choices and what they cost,
and select a plan for 2018,” said
Pollitz. “If you want the same
plan, select the same plan.”
Whether you choose the
same health insurance plan
or a new one, don’t wait until
the last minute to make your
decision. This year, thanks to
Trump and the Republican-controlled Congress, if you have
questions about plans in the
final hours of the enrollment
period, you might just be on
your own.
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The Trump trick bag–stacking the courts

T

By Julianne Malveaux
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

wo people reported to work at the
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau on November 27, both
expecting to lead the bureau. Leandra
English, who had been chief of staff to
former Director Richard Cordray (he
resigned before Thanksgiving to return
to Ohio to run for governor), was appointed to the director position by her
old boss. Simultaneously, 45 appointed
Mick Mulvaney, head of the Office of
Management and Budget, to hold the
job. Reportedly, Mulvaney arrived
at the office bright and early Monday
morning, carrying a bag of donuts. Both
Mulvaney and English sent memos to
the entire staff asserting their leadership.
Mulvaney rolled his sleeves up and got
to work at an agency he had previously
ridiculed. English headed to court to
assert the right to her job.
Now, here comes the trick bag. Leandra English found herself in Judge
Timothy Kelly’s courtroom. The judge,
in the US District Court, was appointed
by 45. Is there any coincidence that
English did not prevail in her suit? Mulvaney is right when he says that anyone
who expected the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau to operate the same
way under 45 as it did under President
Obama. “Elections have consequence,”
he crowed. With that smug bragging, he

illustrates why other relatively (I use the
word advisedly) principled Republicans
put up with 45 and his antics. While
too many of us are focused on 45’s
foolish antics, flippant verbal attacks,
and downright dangerous international behavior, the “Buffoon-in-Chief”
and the Senate are quietly packing the
courts. 45 is moving faster than President Obama, Bush, Clinton, and Bush
have, with as many as 200 positions

already filled. Further, 45 is appointing
younger and more conservative jurists
than ever before. Kelley, for example,
is in his late 40s.
The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau was established by the Dodd
Frank legislation of 2010, the Congressional reaction to the horrible abuses
that banks engaged in to cause the Great
Recession. It regulates the rules relating
to mortgages, credit cards, insurance,
and other financial instruments. It is
the only agency that stands in the gap
for consumers, the only one that has the
ability to stand up to banks and force
them to be responsible. In its short
existence, tens of millions of dollars
have been returned to consumers, and
thousands of bad actors have been outed
on the CFPB web page.
The election of 45 put this agency’s integrity in jeopardy because his
election was the triumph of predatory
capitalism. While 45 swore he was for
the working class, which was campaign
mumbo-jumbo. Instead, he always
planned to gut the agency that was
unpopular with Congressional Republicans, and the preponderance of bankers
in his cabinet certainly guarantees the
agency’s destruction. But the court’s
swift finding against Leandra English
reminds us that we can expect to find
the tenets of predatory capitalism and
consumer exploitation to be upheld by
these newly packed courts.

Court appointments have generated
little attention. On at least one occasion, the American Bar Association has
described a nominee as “unqualified”,
something that they rarely do. On
another occasion a man who has a law
degree but who has never tried a case
was nominated as a judge. Really? Less
than political patronage, 45 is systematically presiding over a massive ideological shift in our nation. It’s a trick bag,
one that many did not anticipate.
Consumers who care about the protections we need against big banks and
credit card companies need to write
their elected representatives and urge
them to strengthen the legislation that
authorized the CFPB. And, progressive
lawyers must pay more attention to these
flawed judicial appointments that 45 is
making. These are absolutely frightening times, with 45 running amok at the
People’s House at 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue. He is running amok, and his
foolishness is guaranteed to generate
commentary and revulsion. But we
can’t be so absorbed by the foolishness
that we ignore what he is doing with
the courts.
Julianne Malveaux is an author and
economist. Her latest book “Are We
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public
Policy” is available via www.amazon.
com for booking, wholesale inquiries
or for more info visit www.juliannemalveaux.com

Beyond the Rhetoric

What is the importance of the Congressional Black Caucus

By Harry C. Alford
“The Congressional Black
Caucus is a racial political
organization made up of the
African-American members
of the United States Congress.
Although they claim race and
party affiliation are not official
requirements for membership,
no white person has been allowed to join and most of them
are Democrats. Its chair is Representative Cedric Richmond
of Louisiana,” according to
Wikipedia.
The above seems rather
bland and vague. But that probably makes it accurate. The
Congressional Black Caucus
was formed because of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Congress started to be populated by newly elected Black
congresspersons. The original

body consisted of 13 founding
members. Today, there are 45
members, but Black elected
congresspersons don’t automatically belong to the body.
Some republicans do not wish
to join or don’t feel welcomed.
Basically, it is a democratic
organization siding with the
democratic party platform regardless of how that impacts the
Black community – positively
or negatively.
For example, when the Clinton Administration decided
to crack down hard on crime
it implemented programs that
would result in longer sentences for Blacks. The Congressional Black Caucus, at
the time, supported this. The
racial disparities in sentencing
and convictions that went on for
the last couple of decades were
approved by the CBC. How

could that be? It is simple, the
Congressional Black Caucus is
basically an arm of the liberal
and progressive side of the
democratic party. Allow me to
show you some examples of just
how ironic things can become.
Back in the 1980’s there was
a up and coming group known
as the Black Manufacturers Association. Congressman Parren
J. Mitchell, one of the founding
members of the CBC, thought
it would be great to formally
introduce them to members
of the CBC and start a positive, pro-active relationship.
To Parren’ s surprise the group
were met with Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm shouting, “I
don’t give a damn about businesses. All I am concerned with
is jobs!” Then Congresswoman
Cardiss Collins chimed in and
said, “Besides that, you all
are a bunch of Republicans!”
The meeting went down hill
from there. Their ignorance
did not do much to help form
an alliance based on Black
empowerment regardless of
political party. That has been
pretty much of the winding and
sometimes, circular story of the
Congressional Black Caucus
in terms of Black economic
empowerment, quality of life,
health, and education.
Teacher unions over the decades have brought down our
local Black schools to the abyss.
Reading levels, math skills,
technology and quality education in predominantly Black

communities are worse than
paltry because of poor management and union protectionism.
Union tenure protectionism
has supported this state of
poor education. Innovative and
progressive teaching techniques
that come from charter schools
are fought by the Democratic
Party and, thus, are not supported by the Congressional Black
Caucus. Isn’t that ironic?
When Black construction
workers in the South moved to
northern states and started applying their superior craftmanship to available construction
projects they became discriminated against by unions with
the Davis-Bacon Act and organized white only union halls.
Unions and the democratic
party became strong allies to
the detriment of these Black
construction workers. Only 2%
of Black construction companies today are union. Yet, the
Congressional Black Caucus
publicly supports these unions
not the Black contractors who
are blocked from joining them.
Ironic indeed!
Currently, our taxation system is not fair to small businesses. Most of Black businesses
are small. However, during this
discussion about tax reform
there are members of the Congressional Black Caucus who
are fighting this reform that
would benefit fledging Black
small business owners who are
the main catalyst for Black job
growth. So ironic!

High incarceration rates,
poor education, poverty, poor
health management and so on –
just what is the Congressional
Black Caucus about? Is it an
arm of the progressive side of
the Democratic Party? If so, it
would be of no benefit to Black
American citizens. What if it
changed its charter, if there
is a charter. What if it would
devote itself to independence
from either political party and
concentrated on the issues of
health, law, economics, and
education for Black communities? It seems like that would
be a productive and beneficial
position to take. However, as
noble as that is, no political
party could truly exist under
those tenets. Politics is ebb
and flow–full of compromise
and betrayal. It is about power without regret. Could the
name, Congressional Black
Caucus, be a misnomer or
oxymoron?
Perhaps there could be two
beneficial Black congressional
organizations. One representing
the Republican side and another
representing the Democratic
side. To say that there is one
body representing the philosophy of both sides just doesn’t
seem doable. Does it?
Mr. Alford is the Co-Founder, President/CEO of the National Black Chamber of Commerce ®. Website: www.nationalbcc.org Email: halford@
nationalbcc.org Follow the
conversation @NationalBCC

By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA
Newswire Contributor)

H

istorically Black Colleges and Universities
( H BC U s ) ge n e r a t e
$14.8 billion in economic impact annually, according to
a stunning new report by the
United Negro College Fund
(UNCF).
The landmark study titled,
“HBCUs Make America Strong:
The Positive Economic Impact
of Historically Black Colleges
and Universities,” said that
public HBCUs account for $9.6
billion of that total economic
impact, while private HBCUs
account for $5.2 billion.
“The estimate includes direct
spending by HBCUs on faculty,
employees, academic programs
and operations, and by students
attending the institutions, as well
as the follow-on effects of that
spending,” the report said.
The combined economic
impact is equivalent to a top
200 ranking on the Fortune
500 list of America’s largest
corporations.
“The presence of an HBCU
means a boost to economic
activity, on and off—and even
well beyond—campus. Stronger
growth, stronger communities,
more jobs and a more talented
workforce,” UNCF authors
wrote in the report.
Fact sheets for the economic

Howard graduates participate in commencement activities. (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)

impact of individual HBCUs are
available at https://www.uncf.
org/programs/hbcu-impact.
According to the UNCF
report, Howard University
generates $1.5 billion in total
economic impact and 9,591
jobs for its local and regional
economies.
“Every dollar spent by Howard University and its students
produces positive economic
benefits, generating $1.58 in
initial and subsequent spending for its local and regional
economies.
The study, conducted by
the University of Georgia’s
Terry College of Business Selig
Center for Economic Growth,
found that Hampton University
generated $270 million in total
economic impact and 2,249
jobs for its local and regional

economies.
“For each job created on
campus, another 1.7 public- and
private-sector jobs are created
off campus because of Hampton
University-related spending,”
study said. “Looked at in a different way: Each $1 million initially
spent by Hampton University and
its students creates 11 jobs.”
While Morehouse College
generated a total economic
impact of $188 Million and
1,580 jobs. Spelman College
accounted for $199 million
in total economic impact and
1,625 Jobs.
North Carolina A&T State
University generated $488 million in total economic impact
and 4,325 jobs for its local and
regional economies.
“It’s the first time that we’ve
had a study conducted by such

a professional institution to
recognize the importance of
HBCUs and particularly the impact on our community,” Miles
College President Dr. George
T. French, Jr., told the NNPA
Newswire. “We’ve talked in
general terms, but to quantify
this is important so that our
partners can understand the
value of our institution. It’s a
win-win for our region and for
government partners who look
to partner with us.”
The report revealed that the
1,634-student Alabama school
generated $67 million for its
local region. Each $1 million
initially spent by Miles College
and its students creates 16 jobs,
according to the report.
“It’s eye-opening and, in
addition to the 730 jobs created,
there’s a 1-to-1 match for every
full-time job at Miles, we create another job in our region,”
French said. “So, we have about
377 employees on campus, but
because of that, we’ve created
350 off-campus jobs.”
The benefits flow to Miles
College’s graduates, who’ll
enter the workforce with sharper skills and vastly enhanced
earning prospects, according to
the report.
As an example, the 196
Miles College graduates from
2014 can expect total earnings
of $497 million over their lifetimes—a stunning 77 percent

more than they could expect
to earn without their college
credentials.
“What you’re looking at is,
when you round it to 200 students, they already have over
$2 million more in earning
potential in their careers which
increases by $1.1 million, because of having a degree from
Miles College,” French said. “I
think it’s important to have this
conversation for young people,
who must decide if college is
worth it. At the end of the day,
it’s a great economic decision.”
The figures also allow college officials to approach state
and local government officials,
when funding for recruitment
and other programs are needed,
French said.
French said, adding that because of the report he believes
the city will be even more cooperative with Miles College.
“With this study, we can
go to the government and say
we need additional money for
cutting-edge programs and
recruitment,” he said. “We’ve
requested and will have a meeting with the city to compare
our master plan with what the
city is doing. Here we are, this
economic engine with a $52
million annual budget and we
can help this city with its master
planning and their master plan
may intersect with what we’re
doing.”

Do Black lives really matter to Black people
If Black lives really matter to Black people, then It’s time to stop watching the NFL.
By Chris B. Bennett (The
Seattle Medium/NNPA
Member)

F

or years, the African American community has been
asking and insisting that
our professional athletes do more
for our community. We ask them
to give money towards initiatives
and good causes, we ask them
to be role models, and we ask
them to stand up, speak up and
speak out on issues affecting our
community.
And yet, as you read this article today, there are pro football
players that have taken a stance
against oppression, police brutality and the killing of Black
people by law enforcement officers all across this country. Yet,
these athletes are under attack
by the media, by “fans” who
claim that they have ruined the
game of football, because they
will not stand during the national
anthem…and yes, the players
have even come under attack by
the 45th occupant of the White
House.
The Black Lives Matter
movement and the many of the
NFL players are standing up (or
kneeling) for justice and “just
us.” We are demanding justice for
things that happen to just us. We
demand justice for the racial profiling that happens to just us. We
demand justice for the excessive
force that is used against just us.
And we are demanding justice,
on behalf of millions of voiceless
African Americans all across
the country, for the lives that
have been lost as a result of law
enforcement officers shooting us

(unarmed, Black Americans) at
alarming rates.
Numbers don’t lie, and videos
don’t lie either. Black men are
killed by police officers in extrajudicial shootings at much higher
rates that far outweigh the rate
of that White men are shot and
killed by police officers, which
indicates to me that these killings
repeatedly happen to just us; and
think about the number of videos that we have seen that show
Black people gunned down,
choked out, manhandled and
beaten; while at the same time
we see videos of Whites blatantly
disrespecting police officers and
daring them to do something to
them, and those suspects are able
to walk away unharmed.
In protesting these atrocities,
Colin Kaepernick chose to take a
knee during the national anthem,
because he didn’t want to stand
up for the flag of a country that
oppresses Black people and people of color. In fact, Kaepernick
was quoted as saying, “To me,
this is bigger than football and
it would be selfish on my part
to look the other way. There are
bodies in the street and people
getting paid leave and getting
away with murder.”
For taking such a stance,
Kaepernick is no longer employed as an NFL player. We hear
all the excuses about why he does
not have a job as a quarterback
in the NFL. You can believe the
excuses if you want, but I would
challenge you to answer this
question: Do you honestly want
to see Colin Kaepernick playing
quarterback against your favorite
team on Sunday? Your honest

Chris Bennett, co-publisher of
The Seattle Medium, challenges the Black community
to support Colin Kaepernick
(pictured) and current NFL
players that continue to protest
police brutality. This photo was
taken during the San Francisco
49ers vs. Green Bay Packers
game at Lambeau Field on
September 9, 2012. (Mike Morbeck/Wikimedia Commons)

answer would probably be “No,”
because despite any flaws or inconsistencies that he may have in
his game, Colin Kaepernick is a
game changer. He is a legitimate
dual threat quarterback, who
can find his way to the end zone
anytime he touches the ball. So,
why is he unemployed? You can
answer that question for yourself.
As a result of what many
believe was the blackballing of
Kaepernick by the NFL, many
people across this country, many
of them Black women, decided
to boycott the NFL this season;
and the boycott is and was suc-

cessful, so much so that the NFL,
mainstream media and the 45th
occupant led people to believe
that the low ratings of NFL
games this season were a result
of White men not watching the
NFL, because Black players were
protesting that national anthem.
Then, the 45th occupant of the
White House, in his puppeteering
ways, stepped forward and said
that the NFL should fire anyone,
who refuses to stand for the national anthem, and accused those
who chose to kneel during the
national anthem of disrespecting
the flag and being unpatriotic.
Black folks took offense and I
believe that they decided to watch
the games in protest to “45”; I bet
the ratings increased, too.
Now, fast forward to Dallas
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones
stating that players on his team,
who do not stand for the national
anthem will not play, and “45”
praises him for doing so. Ironic?
I don’t think so. Don’t let them
fool you, “45” and NFL owners
have been joined at the hip in the
process from the very beginning.
The 45th occupant of the White
House carried the water of the
NFL owners, helped sway some
sort of public opinion against
the players and now the owners
feel empowered to bring down
their oppressive hammers on the
players. The 45th occupant of the
White House will take credit for
bringing “law and order” to the
plantation, and the NFL owners
will walk away with little or no
blood on their hands.
The real story is that a handful of players have stood up for
what they feel is right. Now the

question is, what is the African
American community going to
do to support them? Do you have
the courage to turn the channel
when your favorite team(s) play
on Sunday? Do you have the
courage to publicly tell people
that you support the players
who choose to take a knee for
justice and not just us? Do you
have the courage to proudly wear
the jersey of Colin Kaepernick,
Michael Bennett or any other
player who chooses to kneel or
sit during the national anthem?
Do you have the courage to start
your own personal social media
campaign supporting those players who take a knee to say that
Black lives matter just as much
as any other lives in this country?
Are you willing to show your
unwavering support for those
who are standing tall by taking a
knee during the national anthem?
Will you write a letter, email or
tweet to the NFL, the 45th occupant of the White House and
your congressional delegation
expressing your concerns about
this issue? Do you have the backbone to stand up and advocate for
freedom, justice and equality for
those who are no longer here to
speak for themselves?
Don’t let the smoke screens
fool you. The players have taken
a very simple stance based on
their principled beliefs. The NFL
is taking a stance based on money, profits and financial interest.
Until recently, NFL teams were
not required to be on the field
during the national anthem, but
they changed their policy after
receiving money from the government to do so.
Continued on page 8
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Stand by Me was song of
Ask Alma: My ex takes care of our
choice for royal’s first dance daughter financially; now he wants

BEACON, December 7–December 13, 2017 newyorkbeacon.net
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to see her. Should I let him?

rince Philip of Yugoslavia
married Danica Marinković, a graphic designer, in
October this year, and it was
the first Serbian royal wedding
since 1922. Vogue reported
that, «After emotional toasts
by the groom, his father, Prince
Alexander, and Dania’s father, it
was time to hit the dance floor.»
The couple chose a great
song for their first dance, Stand
by Me by Ben E. King

By Alma Gill (NNPA
Newswire Columnist)

D

Doug Jones needs Black
voters to defeat Roy Moore
From page 4
Forty-one percent comes
from rural areas, which are
trending Republican despite their
relative poverty. The formula for
winning is obvious. According
to Bacon, Jones has to capture
about 35 percent of the white
vote, 90 percent of the black vote
and 70 percent of other people
of color. He has to win the core
Democratic vote, gain support
among Republican crossover
voters turned off by Moore, and
mobilize a massive turnout of the
black vote. Turnout for a special
election will be key.
Republican turnout could be
down, since the only reason to
show up is to vote for Moore.
Democratic turnout is usually
down in off-year and special elections, but since Trump’s election,
Democratic voters have been
coming out in larger numbers.
Missing in this electoral calculus
is the reality of a new Alabama
that has been slowly developing
in the wake of the civil rights
movement.
Last weekend, the state was
riveted by the Iron Bowl football
rivalry between the University
of Alabama and Auburn. Black
and White fans of each team
cheered Black and White players
on each team. What mattered was
the color of the uniform, not the
color of their skin.With the end
of segregation, Alabama could
attract new industries.
Now it is the fifth leading car
and light truck producer in the
United States. Mercedes, Honda
and Hyundai manufacture there.
None of these companies would
have been there under apartheid.
Soldiers of all races and creeds
work together on military bases.
Alabama is a center of aeronautics. NASA built the rocket that
took man to the moon in Alabama. Boeing, Lockheed Martin
and Raytheon have centers there.
They couldn’t operate behind
walls of racial separation. Thirty-two percent of Alabama voters
have a college degree. In the wake
of the civil rights movement, women won the right to serve on juries
and young people the right to vote.
There is an emerging coalition of
single women, young people and
people of color waiting to be built.
Yet in politics the old divides and
fears still fester. Republicans, of
course, fan racial division for their
benefit. Roy Moore, newborn
champion of Confederate monuments, is a master of that.
Democrats have inherited the
black vote but have tended to

ignore it, spending little energy
or resources on registering and
turning out that vote. Doug Jones
can’t win without a massive turnout of black votes.
As a prosecutor, he showed
courage in prosecuting and convicting the knaves that murdered
the four little girls in the 1963
Birmingham church bombing.
His campaign has erected billboards to remind voters of that,
and he has the resources for radio and newspaper ads, targeted
mail and mass volunteer door
knocking. But once more the
Democratic Party is starting late
and doing too little.
Of 902,000 voting-age African-Americans in Alabama,
analyst Frank Watkins reports,
273,000 are unregistered. Another 15 percent — 143,900
— are disqualified due to felony
convictions. The Democratic
Party has spent little energy or
resources in registering minority people of voting age. Many
college students didn’t know that
the deadline to register was Nov.
27, when most were away for
Thanksgiving.
The savviest African-American politician in the state, State
Sen. Hank Sanders, warns, “Right
now, many African-Americans
do not know there is an election
on Dec. 12.”
The NAACP has begun calling “sometimes voters” to get
out the vote. Jones should be
campaigning with Sanders and
others, and introducing himself
to Black congregations. Real
resources need to go into black
newspapers and radio stations.
The appeal to black voters is
one that speaks to white voters
as well.
In Alabama, millions go
without health care because the
conservative governor won’t
accept expansion of Medicaid.
Working people of all races need
better wages and affordable care.
Young people need investment
in schools, affordable college or
advanced training. Moore’s extremism and personal flaws — he
was a weak candidate even before
the recent exposures — open the
door for change.
There is a new Alabama that
has grown beyond old racial
divides. Against the odds, Jones
might be able to bring together
a new coalition. If he succeeds,
it will open the door for other
changes. If he fails, Democrats
must learn to stop ignoring their
core voters between campaigns
and start appealing on kitchen
table issues across race lines.

ear Alma:
I had a baby in my
twenties when I was dealing with this guy, who was in the
military, stationed close to where
I live. I thought that we would get
married and live happily ever after. Obviously, that didn’t happen.
He relocated and eventually we
stopped talking. He did however
send money to take care of our
daughter. I get a check in the mail
from him every month and I’m
forever grateful for it.
I was heartbroken when he
moved away and I don’t think
I ever really healed. I was in
relationships here and there and
eventually got married.
When that marriage ended,
I just shut down. I let myself go
and made some not so good decisions. I put on weight, because
I’ve been depressed and I just try
not to bring attention to myself.
I’m a great cook and all my
daughter’s friends and my family
usually come over when they
want a good home-cooked meal.
Recently, a knock came on the
door and it was my daughter’s father. He asked if she lived there and
then he asked if her mother was
home; he didn’t even recognize me.
I just said that she wasn’t home and
that I’d give her the message. He
said, “Okay” and I shut the door. I
was so hurt afterward, I just cried
and cried. I don’t know how to
feel. I haven’t told my daughter yet,
because I don’t know if I want to
see him again. What’s your advice
Alma? Should I give my daughter
her father’s contact information or
should I just pretend like he never
stopped by?
Signed, Reunited, but It
Doesn’t Feel So Good
Dear Reunited,
The question you asked has
nothing to do with the answer you
need, but because of the circum-

Alma Gill says you have to love yourself first, before you can expect
others to love you. NNPA Newswire Advice Columnist Alma Gill gives
advice on co-parenting and the importance of healthy self-esteem.

stances, I’ll offer you a two-fer.
First, let me get this straight.
Your daughter’s father consistently provides for her and although he didn’t stay connected,
his coins come regularly to help
you take care of her. He recently
stopped by to reconnect, but
didn’t recognize you and you
think that’s enough reason to
keep him away from her? Okay,
I’ve gotta stop rightchia:
I’m sorry Sweet Pea, I don’t
mean to kick you when you’re
down, but this ain’t about you.
It’s about your daughter and her
father reconnecting—period.
Run to your pocketbook, pour
out your belongings and give
the contact information to you
daughter, plain and simple.
Now, scooch over and let me
sit, here’s part two: Aint no doubt
about it, it can seem like forever
to spoon your way out of a dark,
deep ditch, but you can do it.
Once you get started, your spoon
becomes a spatula, the spatula
becomes a ladle and then the ladle
becomes a shovel—you feel me?
What you thought you couldn’t
do, suddenly becomes natural to
you, but first you’ve got to change
your mind, change your thinking.
It’s been a long time since your
old flame has laid eyes on you,
that doesn’t mean you didn’t look

the same. It just means he didn’t
initially recognize you. Let that
go, use it as the fuel you need to
get back to your best. If you can’t
find the strength in yourself, do it
for your daughter.
Whenever you get tired, don’t
let “Ms. Easy” rule your decisions. Ms. Easy will lead you
back to eating fried chicken, mac
& cheese a drinking milkshakes,
but don’t do it. No excuses. Today
is the day you are #sickntired of
being #sickntired. Start walking.
You own your mind and body;
nobody should love you more than
you love yourself. Stop allowing
the pains of your past to deter
you from making yourself a priority. Go find the happy you, the
fabulous you, the confident you
and reintroduce yourself. When
you start healing your mind, your
body will follow. And once that
happens, a heap of friends and
family members won’t recognize
you, but that’s okay, because it’ll
be for all the right reasons.
Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at
USA Today, Newsday and The
Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.
com. Follow her on Facebook
at “Ask Alma” and Twitter @
almaaskalma.

Do Black lives really matter to Black people
From page 7
Those who know me, know
that I am a big fan of football
and a lifelong fan of the Seattle
Seahawks. However, while I
support my favorite team, I also
realize that there are things in
life that are bigger than sports. I
firmly believe that the value of a
Black life is worth more than a
victory by my team on Sunday,
and more valuable than winning
a playoff game or a championship. The message that the
players are sending is about the
most valuable commodity that
we have—the value of life. We
have the attention of the country, whether or not we leverage
the sacrifices of the players to
bring about true dialogue and
solutions to the problem is up
to us. The issue before us is not
about disrespecting the flag, its
about the senseless bloodshed
that lies densely on the streets of
communities across this country
and the lack of justice that relates
to issues that affect just us.

Like the song says, “Say
it loud, I’m Black and I’m
Proud.” If you believe that Black
lives matter you should not be
ashamed to show it. It’s up to our
community to bring that narrative
back to its original state. It’s not
about the flag, its not about the
NFL, its not about the 45th occupant of the White House. It’s
about the disparate treatment of
Black folks in this country, and
why everybody, but us wants to
turn a blind eye to it. There are
those oppressive souls that will
continue to dilute the narrative,
muddy the waters and try to silence the calls for justice. It is up
to us, not the players, to pick up
this torch, wave it as high as we
can in the air, and refuse to lose
our focus on the prize, because
at the end of the day it’s not just
about us, its about all of us!
For t hose of you who
choose to protest, here is the
best way (I believe) to do so:
• Turn the channel during the
NFL’s big three nights—Monday night, Thursday night and

Sunday night football. It’s not
enough to just turn your TV off
and do some other activity. Turn
to a channel owned by African
Americans during the games
like TV One (Cathy Hughes),
Aspire (Magic Johnson) or
OWN (Oprah Winfrey). This
will send a clear message that
African Americans are turning
away from football and will not
allow anyone to spin that narrative. This not only shows that
we are united in this fight, but
it will also help these channels
leverage our eyeballs into more
advertising dollars and be able
to bring additional culturally
relevant programming to our
community. It’s time to change
the narrative from just us to
justice, and you have the power
to do it!
Through the eyes of an ink
barrel, may peace be unto you.
Chris B. Bennett is an
award-winning journalist and
co-publisher of The Seattle Medium newspaper. You can follow
him on Twitter @The_inkbarrel.

China closes school ‘teaching
Mammoth diamond brings Kono
miners a share in $6.5m auction sale women to be obedient’

C

Dec. 4, 2017 (GIN) –

W

hen a Sierra Leonean
pastor looked at the
shiny stony that came
from the ground, it didn’t look
like much of a rock. It was
orange with red speckles and
the diggers at the Kono mining
district almost tossed it aside.
But the lumpy stone was
unusual enough to bring to a
local diamond dealer who recognized a thing of great value.
“The look on his face when he
saw the rock made me believe
we had discovered something
extraordinary,” the pastor Emmanuel Momoh recalled in an
interview with the NY Times.
The hockey puck-shaped
sparkly thing turned out to be
a 709-carat diamond – one of
the world’s largest diamonds
and the largest one ever found
in Sierra Leone.
After much thought and
debate, Pastor Momoh turned
the gem over to the government, instead of selling it to
middlemen and pocketing the
cash. The community stands
to lose, he said, if middlemen
were involved.
“We lack a lot of things,”
Momoh told the BBC. “We
don’t have a good road network,

we don’t have better schools or
drinking water.”
Sierra Leone allows miners
to sell diamonds up to a certain
size, but requires them to turn
over larger stones to the government to sell, with the proceeds,
in theory, going to the ones who
found them, minus an unspecified government tax.
Often, diamonds — both
large and small — are sold on
the black market, depriving the
government of sorely needed
revenue.
President Ernest Bai Koroma thanked the cleric for not
smuggling the diamond out of
the country and allowing the
government to sell the historic
stone in a set bidding process.
An early sealed bid offer involving five buyers for the stone

produced a bid of $7.7 million
which the government said was
too low. Some estimates put the
value at $50 million.
This week, the stone sold
at a New York auction for a
lower-than-expected price of
$6.5 million. The buyer was
reportedly British billionaire
and jeweler, Laurence Graff.
According to the Rapaport
auction house that handled the
bidding, half the sale proceeds
are to be used to fund clean water, electricity, school, medical
facilities, bridges and roads, none
of which are currently available
in the village of Koryardu where
the diamond was found.
The auction house is reported not to be charging its
usual fees for the sale. w/pix of
‘Peace Diamond’

New Zimbabwe president
pays tribute to ousted leader

U

(GIN) –

nlike the violent upsets
in Gambia, Ethiopia and
Burkina Faso, the military-led “soft coup” that heralded the exit of President Robert
Mugabe was remarkably quiet,
dignified and respectful.
“He is actually looking forward to his new life — farming
and staying at the rural home.
He has taken it well,” the son
of Mugabe’s late sister, Sabina,
said.
The positive momentum
was seen and felt at a packed
National Sports Stadium on
Nov. 24, where thousands of
jubilant Zimbabweans came to
hear newly-elected President
Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwe deliver his acceptance
speech. Draped in the national
coat of arms, he began with
high praise for the leader he had
just replaced.
“Let me pay special tribute
to the only surviving father of
our Nation, Comrade Robert
Gabriel Mugabe,” he said.
“He led us in our struggle for
National Independence and
assumed responsibilities of
leadership at the formative and
very challenging time in the
birth of our Nation.
“To me personally, he

E. D. Mnangagwe

remains a father, mentor, comrade-in-arms and my leader. We
thus say thank you to him and
trust that our history will grant
him his proper place and accord
him his deserved stature as one
of the founders and leaders of
our nation.”
The honors continued on
Monday with the announcement that Feb. 21 would become Robert Gabriel Mugabe
National Youth Day, a public
holiday. Also, Mugabe will
receive a $10 million lump sum
payment, full immunity, and his
current $100,000 a year salary
for life. Grace Mugabe will
receive half that amount, also
for life.
The first couple will be able

to remain in their sprawling
mansion known as the Blue
Roof, in Harare. The state will
pay for their medical care,
domestic staff, security and
foreign travel.
Mr. Mnangagwe’s close
ties to the long-enduring ZANU-PF party, however, have
raised doubts that he will carry
out his promise to hold elections in one year. Mnangagwa
has already spurned calls for
a coalition government with
the opposition Movement for
Democratic Change.
“It is time to open a new
page,” insisted trade union
secretary-general Japhet Moyo,
and condemned what he fears
will be the retention of “career
ministers” by Mnangagwa,
some of whom he labeled
“thieves and thugs”.
Lawyer Alex T. Magaisa
added: “While Zimbabweans
understandably embraced military intervention because it led
to the ouster of Mugabe and
prevented his wife Grace from
succeeding him, they must also
embrace the fact that it comes
with further, less palatable
consequences. The episode
demonstrates once again that
the military has become the
kingmaker in Zimbabwean
politics.”

hinese authorities have
shut down an institute that
was teaching women to be
obedient and subordinate to men.
The education bureau said the
institute, which claimed it taught
“traditional virtues”, had violated
socialist core values.
An online video showed lecturers speaking out against gender equality, while other advice
to women included not fighting
back when being beaten.
China has seen a rise in similar institutes in recent years.
The viral video posted by
news website Pear Video shows
teachers at the Fushun School
of Traditional Culture telling
women they should not attempt
to have a career but “just stay at
the bottom level”.
It urges women to unconditionally obey their fathers,
husbands and sons.
Other “advice” from the controversial school included never
arguing when scolded and never
divorcing.
The teachers are also seen
warning that if a woman has sex
with more than three men, the
semen becomes poisonous and
might kill her.
“Whatever your husband

asks, your reply should be: ‘Yes.
Right away’” one lecturer tells
her students.
The video showed women
doing domestic housework such
as cleaning the floor and cleaning
toilets using bare hands.
According to the Global
Times newspaper, several employees of the institute, which
reportedly opened in 2011, protested against its closure, telling
the paper the controversial video
was a misrepresentation of their
work to promote traditional
culture.
A post on the Weibo account
of the local education bureau
in Fushun said “the institute’s
teachings went against social
morality and must be closed
immediately”.
Authorities also urged a wider
check to find similar institutes.
“We must stop any phenomenon that violates the socialist core
value,” the statement says.

U S plans deadly strategy
against terror in West Africa
Dec. 4, 2017 (GIN) –

O

fficials of the West African nation of Niger have
announced they would
allow the Pentagon to operate
armed drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), out of the
country’s capital, Niamey.
The drones will conduct strikes
on terrorist groups like al-Qaeda
and its affiliates that operate along
the country’s border with Mali.
The move would allow the US
military to significantly expand
its reach in West Africa.
Administrations as far back as
George W. Bush have launched
bombing campaigns in Africa
that claimed thousands of innocent lives but these failed to show
a tangible reduction in terrorism.
The new mission will significantly increase the number of
American troops in Niger, from
the 800 who are there now.
“We’re in the very early stages right now of establishing a
presence in the area, but one day
this once empty desert will be
a fully functioning flight line,”
said 1st Lt. Danielle Tabb, a civil
engineer on the Agadez project,
speaking to the military news site
Stars and Stripes.
Construction on the new
$100 million drone facility in
the city Agadez is underway and
Niger has emerged as the main
hub for U.S. operations directed
against extremists such as Boko
Haram, assorted al-Qaida affiliates and Islamic State militants.

The Agadez base is projected to
be “the biggest military labor
troop project in U.S. Air Force
history”.
But the prospect of a major
U.S. hub to fight terror has some
locals in Niger worried. “It’s
a magnet for the terrorists,”
Anastafidan el Souleymane Mohamed, a tribal elder in Agadez,
told The Washington Post.
Soldiers interviewed by Stars
and Stripes also shared concerns
over the much tougher terrain
in Africa than one they had just
experienced in Afghanistan. In
Africa, there are much longer
waits for close air support and
the expectations for medical evaluation are vastly different from a
one hour wait to a 48 hour delay.
The sheer vastness of the area
of operations, combined with the
lack of resources when compared
with Afghanistan, can be a shock
to special operators used to having
drones and strike aircraft available
to get a team out of trouble.
A former 3rd Group officer
with extensive Afghanistan experience said for special operators
who have spent their entire military career fighting in Afghanistan, the adjustment to Africa can
be jarring.
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Three magnificent women headlining shows in Tri-State
You Were Waiting (For Me),”
her worldwide chart-topping
duet with George Michael,
and “A Rose Is Still A Rose.”
In November, 2017, Rhino
Records released A Brand
New Me: Aretha Franklin
With The Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra. The album, which
coincides with the 50thAnniversary of “Respect” (1967),
takes her vintage classic recordings and augments them
with new orchestrations.  
Named the #1 Vocalist of All
Time by Rolling Stone magazine, Aretha is a 2005 recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom honor, Kennedy Center Honor and National Medal of Arts. She
has received 18 Grammy

By Audrey J. Bernard
Woman's Editor

C

elebrating her 76th birthday, Metropolitan Entertainment and the
New Jersey Per forming
Arts Center (NJPAC) present the return of one of the
most influential and important voices in the history of
American music – Aretha
Franklin. Having sold out
previous concerts at NJPAC,
Aretha returns for this special
birthday concert on Sunday,
March 25, 2018 at 7:30pm.
The “Queen of Soul” has
created a legacy that spans an
incredible six decades, from her
first recording as a teenage gospel star, to her current RCA Records release, Aretha Franklin
Sings The Great Diva Classics.
Among her countless classic
hits include “(You Make Me
Feel Like) A Natural Woman,” “Chain Of Fools,” “I Never Loved A Man (The Way I
Love You)”; her own compositions “Think,” “Daydreaming”
and “Call Me”; her definitive
versions of “Respect” and “I
Say A Little Prayer”; and
global hits like “Freeway Of
Love,” “Jump To It,” “I Knew Aretha Franklin

This voice is still ‘Juicy’
after all these years

A

This Real Housewife of Atlanta is
‘Chicago’ bound

T

he Broadway company
of the Tony Award-winning, record-breaking hit
musical Chicago, which recently celebrated its 21st Broadway anniversary, will welcome Grammy Award-winning
Singer-Songwriter, Actress &
TV sensation Kandi Burruss
(Bravo’s “The Real Housewives of Atlanta”) making her
Broadway debut in the role of
“Matron “Mama” Morton” for
eight weeks only, January 15
– March 11, 2018, at the Ambassador Theatre (219 West
49th Street, NYC).
Currently headlining a soldout nationwide tour with her
mega-popular group XSCAPE,
Grammy Award-winning,
multi-platinum selling, singer,
songwriter, TV personality
and entrepreneur, Kandi Burruss-Tucker’s influence can be
felt everywhere. Not only is she
behind countless hit records and
a star on the TV smash “The
Real Housewives of Atlanta;”
Kandi is also thriving in business with her own companies,
Bedroom Kandi – an adult line,
TAGS Boutique – luxury women’s apparel, Raising Ace – a
baby line inspired by her son
Ace, Old Lady Gang–a southern eatery, and other ventures.”
The production currently stars Tony Award nominee Charlotte d’Amboise as
Roxie Hart, Olivier Award

Kandi Burruss

Winner & Or iginal Cast
Membe r L eigh Zi mmerman as Velma Kelly, YouTube sensation and Broadway
star Todrick Hall (through
January 14th only), Raymond
Bokhour as Amos Hart, LaVon Fisher-Wilson as Matron “Mama” Morton and R.
Lowe as Mary Sunshine.
With a legendary book
by Fred Ebb and Bob Fosse,
music by John Kander and

Awards plus the Grammy
Living Legend and Lifetime
Achievement Award and four
NAACP Image Awards. In
1987, she was the first woman
inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and was
named 2008 MusiCares®
Person of the Year by the Recording Academy.
Tickets go on sale Friday,
December 8 at 10am. For additional information visit NJPAC.
org, and at NJPAC Box Office
located at 1 Center Street in
Newark, NJ. Also visit www.
arethafranklin.net. The evening
is produced by John Scher/
Metropolitan Entertainment
and New Jersey Performing
Arts Center www.metropolitanpresents.com, www.njpac.org

lyrics by Fred Ebb, Chicago is
now the #1 longest-running
American musical in Broadway
history. Produced by Barry
and Fran Weissler, Chicago is
the winner of six 1997 Tony
Awards including Best Musical Revival and the Grammy
Award for Best Musical Cast
Recording.
Directed by Tony Award
winner Walter Bobbie and
choreographed by Tony Award
winner Ann Reinking, Chicago features set design by John
Lee Beatty, costume design by
Tony Award winner William
Ivey Long, lighting design by
Tony Award winner Ken Billington, sound design by Scott
Lehrer and casting by Stewart/
Whitley.
Set amidst the razzle-dazzle
decadence of the 1920s, Chicago is the story of Roxie Hart, a
housewife and nightclub dancer
who murders her on-the-side
lover after he threatens to walk
out on her. Desperate to avoid
conviction, she dupes the public, the media and her rival
cellmate, Velma Kelly, by hiring Chicago’s slickest criminal
lawyer to transform her malicious crime into a barrage of
sensational headlines, the likes
of which might just as easily be
ripped from today’s tabloids.
Tickets are available through
Telecharge.com, and in-person
at the Ambassador box office.

c cl a i m e d vo ca l i st
Tawatha Agee has a
voice you know well.
Fro m # 1 h i t re co rd s , to
award-winning background
performances, to commercial
jingles. You’ve heard the voice,
now meet the stellar vocalist
behind it.
Best known as the voice
behind the classic Mtume
slow jam “Juicy Fruit”, that
song is actually just the tip
of the musical iceberg for
Tawatha. In a career that now
spans almost three decades,
she has worked with everyone
from Aretha Franklin, Lenny
Kravitz and Luther Vandross
to David Bowie and the Dave
Matthews Band.
Moreover, she has become
a recurring presence both in
the studio and on the stage,
singing on numerous TV and
radio jingles and even hired
other vocalists for recording
sessions. She is a primary
“go-to” person. In the music
business this is known as the
Vocal Contractor.
Tawatha was born in Pittsburgh -not in Philadelphia,
as many sources claim. “I’m
from Pittsburgh but I grew
up in Newark, New Jersey,
surrounded by music,” she
says. “I sang in my choir
and played piano at the local
church.”
She later attended Arts
High School in Newark and
t h e n H owa rd Un ive r s i t y,
where she majored in music
education. During her senior
year at Howard, Tawatha met
the noted producer and musician James Mtume and his
partner Reggie Lucas.
“They had just come off
the road with Miles Davis and
Roberta Flack and were looking for a group to produce,”
she remembers. Tawatha was
a part of that original group,
which also included folks like
Angela Winbush and gospel

Tawatha Agee

artist Richard Smallwood.
An audition for CBS Records
didn’t work out, but she and
James Mtume stayed in touch
and then he put the Mtume
Band together.
Mtume enjoyed a smash
hit with the title track of
t h e i r 1 9 8 3 a l b u m “ J u i cy
Fr uit”, which feat ured
Tawatha’s sultry lead vocals
and occupied the #1 spot on
the Billboard R&B charts for
an incredible eight weeks.
All these years later, “Juicy
Fruit” still turns up on compilations and urban radio and
is one of the most sampled
songs in all of Hip Hop–most
notably Biggie Smalls mega
hit “Juicy”.
M t u m e’s n ex t a l b u m ,
1984’s “You, Me, and He”,
also produced a hit with its title track. The song “You, Me,
and He” reached #2 on the
R&B chart. In 1986, Tawatha
recorded her first solo album,
“Welcome to My Dream”.
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‘The Roots’ fêtes 100 at ‘woke and wonderful’ gala
BEACON, December 7–December 13, 2017 newyorkbeacon.net

By Audrey J. Bernard
Society Editor

“

The Root 100” hosted
by CNN analyst Angela
Rye and “Extra” correspondent A.J. Calloway along
w i t h Fu s i o n’s K i m b e rly
Brooks took place on Thursday evening, November 9, 2017
at the architectural masterpiece
and designated New York City
landmark, Guastavino’s located
under the 59th Street bridge in
Manhattan, and featured several
firsts in the magazine’s short
but brilliant history of recognizing the who’s who of Black
influencers. The elegant event
defined Excellency!
The evening marked many
firsts — the first gala with
newly appointed Managing
Editor Danielle Belton; the
first-ever Gladiator Award
for Public Service presented
to Congresswoman Maxine
Waters (D-CA); and the first
time the event was televised
as a primetime special on Fusion. Congresswoman Waters
delivered a rousing message of
acceptance to the roar of the
crowd.
The cultured crowd clapped
enthusiastically as the honorees were recognized along

Welcome to “The Root 100”
woke & wonderful gala

with special standouts S. Lee
Merritt, Franchesca Ramsey, Danielle Belton in front of ToyTamika D. Mallory, Yamiche ota Camry on red carpet
Alcindor and Evita Robinson
(who was presented with a spe- cial award from the evening’s
sponsor, Toyota). “These 100
honorees — from entertainment, the arts, sports, media,
politics, business, science and
technology — not only represent the best of what America
has to offer, they are America,
in all its exceptionalism. They
are what makes our country
great and we should be so bold
to listen to what they have to
say about love, life, work and
art in this country of ours,”
stated Belton.
The sophisticated evening
kicked off with a lavish reception featuring a Toyota Camry
on the red carpet. Once inside
the beautifully appointed space
guests dined on a delicious
Common
Angela Rye

Hosts A.J. Calloway and Angela Rye on stage

Lyne Pitts, former managing
editor of The Root, Danielle
Belton, managing editor of The
Root, Donna Byrd, founding
publisher of The Root

menu followed by an elaborate
program topped off with powerful performances by Rappers
Raheem DeVaughn and Rapsody. Desert and dancing to the
pulsating sounds of DJ Olivia
Dope brought the stellar eve-

Yamiche Alcindor

ning to an unforgettable ending.
“The Root 100” was powered by the 2018 Toyota Camry.
“Toyota is honored to have a
continuous integrated partnership with The Root,” stated a
company spokesperson. “The
Root has been a pivotal platform and voice for African
Americans and this year’s list
provides a spotlight for the
amazing and diverse accomplishments taking place.”
The Root which was founded by Henry Louis Gates Jr.
and Donald Graham in 2008,
is a digital magazine that provides thought-provoking commentary and smart, timely coverage from a variety of Black
perspectives and gives voice to
a changing, more diverse America. Follow The Root on Twitter
@TheRoot and on Facebook.
(Photos by Rebecca Alice Bennett for The Root). See Page 13
for additional coverage

(Photos by Rebecca Alice Bennett for The Root)

After party crowd shot

Congresswoman Maxine Waters’ video message
Raheem DeVaughn

Dinner crowd shot

Franchesca Ramsey

DJ Olivia Dope

Veronica Webb, Danielle Belton Charreah Jackson, Marcia Cole Harriette Cole, Bree Nachelle S. Lee Merritt

Odds of getting
enough sleep?

Odds of
winning Take 5?

1 in yawn.

1 in 9.

©2017 New York Lottery. You must be 18 or older to purchase a lottery ticket. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with problem gambling, call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369). nylottery.ny.gov
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THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE
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Compiled By Don
Thomas

T

he phenomenon known as
the Harlem Renaissance
represented
the flowering in literature
and art of the New Negro movement of the 1920s, epitomized
in The New Negro (1925),
an anthology edited by Alain
Locke that featured the early
work of some of the most gifted
Harlem Renaissance writers,
including the poets Countee
Cullen, Langston Hughes, and
Claude McKay.
W. E. B. Du Bois and his
NAACP colleague James Weldon Johnson asserted that the
only uniquely “American” expressive traditions in the United
States had been developed by
African Americans. They, more
than any other group, had been
forced to remake themselves in
the New World, Du Bois and
Johnson argued, while whites
continued to look to Europe
or sacrificed artistic values
to commercial ones. (Native
American cultures, on the other
hand, seemed to be “dying out,”
they claimed.)
African Americans’ centuries-long struggle for freedom
had made them the prophets
of democracy and the artistic
vanguard of American culture.
This judgment began unexpectedly to spread as African
American music, especially
the Blues and Jazz, became
a worldwide sensation. Black
music provided the pulse of the
Harlem Renaissance and of the
Jazz Age more generally.
The rise of the “race records” industry, beginning with
OKeh’s recording of Mamie
Smith’s “Crazy Blues” in 1920,
spread the Blues to audiences
previously unfamiliar with the
form. Smith, Alberta Hunter,
Clara Smith, Bessie Smith, and
Ma Rainey—who had been performing for years in circuses,
clubs, and tent shows—found
themselves famous.
Frequently ironic and often
bawdy, the music expressed
the longings and philosophical
perspectives of the Black working class. Black writers such
as Langston Hughes, Sterling
Brown, and Jean Toomer val-

Jazz/Blues Singer Alberta Hunter, c. 1923.
(Frank Driggs Collection/© Archive Photos)

ued the Blues as an indigenous
art form of the country’s most
oppressed people,a secular
equivalent of the spirituals, and
an antidote to bourgeois Black
assimilationism.
Out of the Blues came Jazz,
migrating to Northern urban
centres such as Chicago and
New York City during and after World War I. In the 1920s
Jazz orchestras grew in size
and incorporated new instruments as well as methods of
performance. Louis Armstrong
became the first great Jazz soloist when he moved from King
Oliver’s Creole Jazz Band in
Chicago to Fletcher Henderson’s band in New York City
in 1924.
Henderson’s band soon had
competitors in “big bands” led
by the likes of Cab Calloway,
Duke Ellington, Chick Webb,
and Jimmie Lunceford—not to
mention such “white” bands as
Paul Whiteman’s. Once associ-

The Cotton Club, Harlem, New York City, c. 1930.
(Frank Driggs Collection/Hulton Archive/Getty Images)

Both of these nightclubs
excluded Blacks from the audience; others, called “black
and tans,” catered to “mixed”
audiences, while still others
excluded whites so as to avoid
the police raids to which Black
and tans were often subjected.
The international appeal of
Jazz and its connection to common Black life, accompanied
by the sheer virtuosity of its
musicians, encouraged Black
intellectuals in other fields to
turn increasingly to specifically “Negro” aesthetic forms
as a basis for innovation and
self-expression. The tendency
appeared in concert music,
choral programs, and Broadway
musicals as well as literature.
Eubie Blake and Noble
Sissle’s musical revue Shuffle
Along opened on Broadway in
1921 and established a model
that would shape Black musicals for 60 years. Florence
Mills, a sprightly dancer and
phenomenal singer, achieved
enormous fame across racial
lines in the United States and
Europe before suddenly succumbing to appendicitis in
1927. Josephine Baker, who
began as a chorus girl in a
popular revue, became an international star when La Revue
nègre opened in 1925 in Paris,
where she ultimately settled as
a celebrity and played a variety
of “exotic” roles exploiting the
glamour of the “primitive.”
Popular revues and vaudeville acts drew all-Black audiences throughout the United
States in cities on the Theatre
Owners Booking Association
circuit. In the 1920s, Black-produced shows came to Broadway
again and again, and many
white-produced shows featured
Black casts. The success of such
shows helped fuel the optimism
of the Harlem Renaissance.
Amid worsening socioeconomic conditions in Harlem
itself and political setbacks in
what was a very conservative
and racist era—it was during
the 1920s that the Ku Klux Klan
reached its peak in membership and political influence in
the South and the Midwest—
some Black leaders hoped that
achievement in the arts would
help revolutionize race relations while enhancing Blacks’
understanding of themselves as
a people.
Important new publishing
houses opened their doors to
Black authors. These pub-

Opportunity: Journal of Negro
Life, June 1925.
Photographs and Prints Division; Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture;
The New York Public Library;
Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations

lishers—particularly Alfred
A. Knopf, Harcourt Brace,
and Boni and Liveright—were
breaking away from an earlier
emphasis on British literary
tradition. They were publishing
translated Modernist works
from a variety of nationalities
previously unread in the United
States except by immigrants in
their native languages.
Interested too in the notions
of American cultural pluralism—in some cases influenced
by left-wing thought, in others
involved in the drive for Black
civil rights—and aware of the
vogue of primitivism, they saw
a market for Black-authored
books on “Negro” topics. Their
interest was accelerated by the
efforts of African American
magazine editors who organized literary prize contests
and other events showcasing
Black literary talent. The most
often cited event of this sort
was a banquet at the liberal
Civic Club in downtown New
York organized by Charles S.
Johnson, editor of Opportunity,
in 1924.
The event had the effect of
announcing what had come to
resemble a “movement”—a cohort of talented African American writers ready to be noticed.
In 1925 appeared the ultimate
result: The New Negro: An
Interpretation, edited by Alain
Locke, which sold well and garnered positive critical attention
in addition to inspiring Black
readers and would-be authors.

ated with brothels and traveling
circuses, Jazz gained respectability as a form of high art.
Moreover, dance forms associated with Jazz, most famously
the Charleston (also a product
of the 1920s) and tap dance,
became international fads as
a result of hugely popular allBlack musical revues.
The popularity of Jazz
among whites helped spark a
“Negro Vogue” in cities such
as New York and Paris in the
mid-to late 1920s. Simultaneously, European dramatists
extolled the body language of
African American dance and
stage humor (descended from
the Blackface minstrel show,
the most popular and original
form of American theatrical
comedy).
The best-known white man
to bring attention to the Harlem
Renaissance was undoubtedly Carl Van Vechten, whose
music criticism trumpeted the
significance of Jazz and Blues
and whose provocatively titled
novel Nigger Heaven (1926)
helped spread the Negro Vogue.
It served virtually as a tourist
guide to Harlem, capitalizing
on the supposed “exotic” aspects of Black urban life even
while focusing, primarily, on
the frustrations of Black urban professionals and aspiring
writers.
Although vilified by some,
Van Vechten became a key
contact for several Black artists
and authors because of his interracial parties and publishing
connections. Nowhere was the
Negro Vogue more evident than
in nightclubs such as the Cotton
Club and Connie’s Inn, which
became especially popular with Composers Eubie Blake (left) and Noble Sissle, 1926.
whites in the late 1920s.
(Frank Driggs Collection/© Archive Photos)

Remembering a great tribute and friends on my natal day

Congressman Charles B. Rangel Audrey with Disney reps Carand David Ushery with Audrey ole Munroe & Annette Gibbs

Always Just Beautiful Artwork

By Audrey J. Bernard

T

oday, Thursday, December 7 is my birthday
and it’s also Audrey J.
Bernard Day in Manhattan. I
received a Congressional Proclamation from then Congressman Charles B. Rangel on
December 7, 2015 at a tribute
birthday brunch at Dizzy’s Club
Coca-Cola, Jazz at Lincoln
Center, Frederick P. Rose Hall
attended by close friends and
family. The extravaganza was
the first one held in the newly
renovated room overlooking
Manhattan’s plush Central Park
and was organized by a who’s
who of affluent partygivers.
Florist to the stars and beyond
Saundra Parks of Red Maple
Leaf filled the breathtaking
venue with my favorite flower,

Diane Clear, Alma Rangel,
Ruth Clark, Ruth Hunt

Audrey, Karu F. Daniels

Calla Lilies. Highlights of the
afternoon Always Just Beautiful (AJB) birthday brunch
included musical tributes, proclamations, and citations.
NBC4 News Anchor David

the “Oscar.” Guests brunched
on delicious fried chicken and
waffles, shrimp and grits and
libations — Bellinis, Mimosas
and “The Audrey Martini.” In
addition, Moet Hennessey USA

Miatta Haj Smith, Audrey, Walter Smith

Audrey with family (l-r) Marilyn Mosley, Dr. Janice Carrero
Mosley, Assemblyman Walter T. Mosley III, Sameita Jennings,
Dr. James Jennings, Sebby Carrero Mosley, Ally Eh-Suk Mosley

Ruth Clark, Mapple Walker,
Winnie Walker, Susan Taylor,
Khephra Burns
Audrey with Always Just Beautiful Committee

Ushery served as Master of
Ceremonies and read congratulatory letters from President
Barack Obama & First Lady
Michelle Obama, Governor
Andrew Cuomo, Mayor Bill
Audrey Smaltz, Audrey, Harri- de Blasio, Former Mayor Daett Michel, Ruth Sanchez, Diane vid N. Dinkins, NYC CompClear, LaVerne Perry Kennedy, troller Scott M. Stringer,
Brooklyn Borough President
Robin Verges, Ty Stone
Eric Adams, Manhattan Borough President Gail Brewer,
Congressman Hakeem Jeffries, NYS Senator Velmanette Montgomery, and my
favorite nephew, Assemblyman Walter T. Mosley. Other
highlights included an award
presentation from Walt Disney
World Public Relations executives Annette Gibbs and Carol
Munroe who gifted me with
Noel Hankin, Manny Gonzalez, their coveted “Mouscar Award”
which is their equivalent of
Audrey, Rodney Williams

Walter Smith, Audrey

Congressman Charles B. Rangel
presents proclamation to Audrey

Joann & James Skeete

provided limitless Champagne
throughout the event.
My guests left with a beautiful Henri Bendel magazine tote
bag filled with fabulous gifts
that included earphones, charger, candle, and $20 splurge card

from Henri Bendel; Bergdorf
Goodman/Lancôme gift certificate; Chico’s fashion necklace;
Ciara CD; and a Macy’s gift
card! This event was widely
covered by the media and I only
write about it now because several of my friends are no longer
here namely, James “Jimmy”

Noel Hankin, Ruth Clark, Ty Stone, Sandy & Bob Tate

Saundra Parks, Dwayne Ashley, Audrey Walter & Miatta Haj Smith

Gift from Henri Bendel

Skeete, Leslie Burns, Michael
Thompson, Dawn Hill, Ed
Callahan, Arlene Hawkins
and the publisher of the New
York Beacon, Walter “Ball”
Smith. May they R.I.P. (Photos
by Tone Fleming)

Henri Bendel Swag Bag

Lola West, Ken & Gasby Brown
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#HotOffThePress

By Dedra N. Tate

Malcolm Hale celebrates a year
of living the PLUSH Life…

Sadia Abdul-Rahim

Dedra N. Tate

M

Plush Signature Drink Bar

that we appreciate them and
know we would not have made
it this far without them” said
Hale, who also credits the
success of PV to his dedicated
team, including event marketing
manager Kevin “KB” Bracey,
product manager Oliver Singler and chief creative director
Ramein Rasoli.
As a child growing up in
Brooklyn, Hale’s entrepre-

neurial spirit was nurtured his
father who owned a limousine
company. At age nineteen he
became the manager of his
father’s business and began
studying the auto industry. At
age twenty-four, equipped with
managerial skills and an unwavering drive, Hale branched
out and launched On The Go
(OTG) car rental company.
OTG, which Hale still owns,

helped fund PV, which he decided to research and create after drinking several top Vodka
brands that didn’t quite live up
to his taste.
Hale sought out to build
a brand that was richly luxurious, one of the definitions
of the word Plush, hence the
name was created. Always one
to do his research, Hale began
working at John F. Kennedy

Chavis Aaron

DJ Vern

J. Alexander, Cherry Martinez, Kevin “KB” Bracey

idtown Manhattan’s
swanky Renaissance
Hotel was the perfect
setting for the one-year anniversary celebration of PLUSH
Vodka (PV). The beautiful
lounge setting welcomed VIP’s,
loyal customers and patrons
who have not only tasted, but
supported the luxury spirit
throughout this past year.
The evening was complete
with beautiful hostesses pouring signature PV cocktails,
music by DJ Vern, desserts
provided by Sweetz by Sadia,
high end brand sunglasses
donated by Corey Woods and
special performances by PV
brand ambassador/violinist
Yanelli Lamour and Grammy
award winning singer/songwriter Gordon Chambers.
PV Owner Malcolm Hale,
represented his plum flavored
brand to the fullest, donning a
sharp tuxedo jacket and custom
leather bowtie by designer D
Leaks, as he made the rounds
thanking each of his guests for
their support. FUBU co-founder J. Alexander, radio personality Cherry Martinez and
ICU Network CEO Chavis
Aaron were just a few of the
VIP’s in attendance to show
their support.
“This celebration was our
way to show our customers Malcolm Hale

Robbie Tate-Brickle, Gordon
Chambers

Yanelli Lamour

Airport in the liquor logistics
department and eventually
found an award-winning distillery in Florida to help create his
baby. He always wanted to get
into entertainment and events
and there couldn’t have been
a better way of accomplishing
that goal by creating a brand
that represented class and elegance.
After several Florida visits, Hale came up with the
name and now he just needed
to come up with a signature
flavor that was synonymous
with luxury. “I read that in the
Far East they believe plums
are the best fruit to mix with a
spirit,” so Hale waltzed into a
local supermarket, purchased
some plums and the process
began to create the formula
for his gluten free, all natural
flavored, six times distilled
PLUSH Vodka.
PV is currently available
at fifty locations in New York
and is branching out into NJ,
Florida, Pennsylvania and Bermuda. The success of PV, in
an already crowded alcohol
market, demonstrates the upward trajectory in both sales
and loyalty of the PV liquor
brand and the staying power of
the visionary behind the brand,
the now twenty-seven year old
Malcolm Hale.
For more information about
PLUSH Vodka visit www.
plushvodka.com (Photo Credit:
ICU Network & Dedra N. Tate)
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By Audrey J. Bernard
Society Editor

F

orty-six years ago, a handful of Harlem citizens
determined to rebuild
and revitalize a deteriorating
neighborhood established the
now renowned West Harlem Group Assistance, Inc.
(WHGA). Since then, WHGA
has been a catalyst for community development and social
services, building an affordable
housing portfolio composed
of more than 1,600 units. On
Thursday evening October 26,
2017 WHGA celebrated over
four decades of community
building and development in
the West and Central Harlem
community at their 46 th anniversary fundraiser gala at
ESPACE Ballroom, 635 West
42 Street, NYC. This is WHGA’s signature event and honored outstanding leaders and
community activists who have
contributed to their success as
well as the community at large.
“Tonight represents 46 years
of partnership, relationships
and friendship in developing
our beloved community,” stated
WHGA’s Executive Director
Donald Notice. Honorees of
this year’s gala were recognized
for their distinguished careers
and achievements impacting
the West Harlem community
and beyond. Funds raised will
benefit organization’s various
projects and initiatives.
Tony Hillery, founder &
executive director of Harlem
Grown and Adrian Council
& Jean Nash Wells of The
Positive Community Magazine received community service awards. Sabrina Lamb,
founding chief executive officer of WorldofMoney.org,
and Dyana Williams, media
personality, celebrity strategist
& cultural activist, received
leadership awards. Williams
also served as the evening’s
Master of Ceremonies.
The tony event kicked off
with a cocktail reception followed by the awards ceremony, dinner and dessert. Entertainment was provided by
sultry singer-songwriter Carol

Donald C. Notice, Sabrina Lamb

ESPACE Atmosphere

Donald C. Notice welcomes WHGA guests

Jean Nash Wells and Adrian
Council making their acceptance speech

Carol Riddick performs

Riddick. Highlights included
guest appearances by former
Congressman Charles B.
Rangel and New York State
Assemblywoman Inez Dickens, as well as a collective effort
from attendees that raised over
$7,000 in funds for Puerto Rico’s Hurricane Relief.
WHGA thanks the generous
support of this year’s sponsors
which included Chase, Columbia University, Bank of
NY Mellon, Phipps Houses,
First Republic Bank, Mega

Darryl Roberts, Tony Hillery, Sabrina Lamb, Donald C. Notice.

Former Congressman Charles
B. Rangel, NYS Assemblywoman Inez Dickens

Contracting Group, Joined
Development, and Federated
National Land. (Photos by
Bennett Raglin)

Adrian Council, Jean Nash, Donald C. Notice
Donald C. Notice, Dyana Williams, June Andrews-Henderson

Tony Hillery making acceptance speech

About West Harlem Group
Assistance, Inc.
West Harlem Group Assistance, Inc. (WHGA), a community
based development corporation, was established more than 45
years ago to revitalize the under-invested West and Central Harlem communities — riddled with dilapidated and abandoned
buildings. Ironically, WHGA’s primary function has become
to quell the negative impact of such rapid gentrification on our
low to moderate income constituency as Harlem, over the past
several years, is experiencing an influx of new businesses and
investments. Today Harlem boasts a real estate market beyond
comprehension. Renovated historic brownstones, former havens
for drug dealers and prostitutes, now carry a minimum asking
price of $1.2 million dollars. Two bedroom cooperatives and
condominiums average $500 per square foot.
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WHGA celebrates 46 years of huge
community building & development
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45th Annual

AUDELCO VIV AWARDS 2017: The Winner Is!
By Victoria Horsford
Special Assignment

A

pproximately 600 people attended the 45th
Edition of the beloved
“Vivian Robinson AUDELCO
VIV Recognition Awards for
Excellence In Black Theatre”
on Monday, November 20, at
the Peter Norton Symphony
Space in the (Peter Sharpe
Theater) on Manhattan’s Upper
West Side. The AUDELCO VIV
Awards is the Black Tonys, an
annual ritual and celebration of
the roar of the grease paint a la
Black Americana.
It has the electricity and
excitement that attends a long
–awaited Broadway show on
Opening Night. There were
lights, action and Black pa- AUDELCO VIV President Grace L. Jones (center), flanked by Board of Directors, welcomes
parazzi. The audience was in well-attended audience to awards presentations

Producer A. Curtis Farrow (center) flanked by AUDELCO VIV Board of Directors receives “Special Achievement Award”

a state of eager anticipation. A
virtuoso trio of musicians provided welcome background for
the program and for guest vocalists like Tony Award-winner
Melba Moore and for the performances by former AUDELCO VIV Award-winner the
Obediah Wright Balance Dance
Theater.
Musical theater marquee
people like George Faison and
Brenda Braxton were edgy, humorous and articulate co-hosts.
The night celebrated about four
generations of people who
maintain theater and embrace
its magic. AUDELCO VIV
President and Grandee Grace
L. Jones, welcomed the guests
and nominees, most of whom
sang her praises about her determination to keep AUDELCO
founder Vivian Robinson’s
theater vision alive.
The AUDELCO VIV Recognition Awards show is an annual competition which salutes
the best local theater talent in
about 20 categories. A theater
titan has not arrived until he/
she win at least one AUDELCO
VIV, which is in a league with
Oscar and Tony.

Awards and tributes were
ubiquitous at AUDELCO VIV
45.
Actor/Playwright Dominique Morrisseau and Play-

wright/Screenwriter Lynn
Nottage received Outstanding
Achievement Awards. Producers A. Curtis Farrow and Dale
R. Shield were received Special

(L-R) Choreographer Obediah Wright, co-host Brenda Braxton and Actor Ralph Carter pose with Performers of the evening Melba Moore and Ron Grant. (NOT PICTURED) co-host
George Faison

Achievements Awards. Hair
and Makeup Designer Thelma
Pollard and Writer/Playwright
Ishmael Reed received Special
Pioneer Awards. Nonagenarians husband/wife team James
Hatch and Camille Billops
received the AUDELCO VIV
Board of Directors Award as
did John D. Smith. Jordan
Tyson received the Rising Star
Award.
AUDELCO VIV 45 winners are: The Billie Holliday
Theatre production of “AUTUMN,” a tense political
story, took the lion’s share
of awards for Best Drama:
Dramatic Production; Director/Drama, Walter Dallas;
Playwright, Richard Wesley;
Lead Actor, Jerome Preston Bates; Supporting Actor,
Count Stovall; and Supporting
Actress, Pauletta Washington.
And musical honors were
poised on Playwrights Horizon’s “Bella: An American
Tall Tale” which cornered

most awards for musical excellence… for Best Musical;
Best Director, Robert O’Hara;
Outstanding Performance in
a Musical Female, NaTasha
Yvette Williams; and Choreography, Camille A. Brown.
Plays and performances which
garnered one AUDELCO VIV
Award included Norm Lewis in
“Sweeney Todd” as Outstanding Performance in a Musical
Male; Darius Smith as Outstanding Musical Director for
“RAISIN”; The Negro Ensemble Company’s “Daughters of
the Mock” as Outstanding Ensemble Performance; Timothy
Simonson, in “ADAM” as Best
Solo Performance. Elizabeth
Van Dyke as Best Lead Actress
for “Zora Neal Hurston”, The
Black Spectrums Theatre Company “Two Trains Running”
was Best Revival.
The Classical Theater of
Harlem production of The
Three Musketeers, monopolized awards for Best Lighting
Design, Kate Bashore; Best
Set Design Christopher and
Justin Swader; Rachel Dozier-Ezell, Best Costume Design;
and Luqman Brown, Best
Sound Design.
T h e AU D E L C O V I V
Awards was the place to be
on 11/20/2017 for the theater
cognoscenti who were out in
large numbers, people including Woodie King Jr., Ty Jones,
Ralph Carter, Linda Armstrong,
Jean Parnell, Marcia Pendelton,
Don Thomas, Carl Nelson, Joan
Allen, and Public Relations
Guru/Performer Rome Neal, to
name a few. Many also attended
the AUDELCO VIV VIP after
party at held at Minton’s Playhouse on West 118 Street, in
the Village of Harlem where the
Phil Young and his Jazz combo
played. More information visit
www.audelco.org.
(Photos: Ronnie Wright)

(L-R) Public Relations Guru Marica Pendelton greets President
Grace L. Jones (holding flowers) backstage

NAACP announces open voting for 49th NAACP Image Awards

Edited by Audrey J.
Bernard

F

or the first time in its award
show history, voting for
the 49th NAACP Image
Awards will be open to the public.
Viewers will have the opportunity
to vote for their favorite nominees
in 36 different categories across
film, television, and music.
In previous years, winners of
the awards were selected only by
members of the NAACP. This
year, members of the public who
are not NAACP members may
cast votes by visiting the NAACP
Image Awards online at Naacpimageawards.net.
“We are excited about the
opportunity to open voting to
the public,” said Derrick Johnson, NAACP President and
CEO. “The Image Awards represents a universe of powerful

The Two-Hour LIVE TV special,
hosted by Anthony Anderson,
will air on TV One on Monday,
January 15, 2018, at 9pm/8c,
with a One-Hour Live Red Carpet
Pre-Show at 8pm/7c. The evening
will be the culmination of a day of
volunteer service, citizen action,
and celebration on the national
holiday honoring the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
For all information and the
latest news, please visit the official
The 49th NAACP Image Awards 'Entertainer of the Year' Nominees
NAACP Image Awards website at:
naacpimageawards.net.
stories and images, told in ways elimination of discrimination of is December 15, 2017. Viewers
FB: /naacpimageaward |
that express our beauty and make any type and making our nation can watch the winners claim their Twitter: @naacpimus proud.”
a better place for all people,” said trophies just one month later. ageaward (#ImageAwards)
Since 1967, the NAACP Image Johnson.
Awards has been the preeminent
The deadline to cast votes for About TV One
multicultural awards show cele- the 49th NAACP Image Awards
brating the accomplishments of
Launched in January 2004, TV One serves 59 million households,
people of color in the fields of tele- About The NAACP
offering a broad range of real-life and entertainment-focused original
vision, music, literature and film,
programming, classic series, movies and music designed to entertain
and has also honored individuals or
Fo u n d e d i n 1 9 0 9 , t h e
and inform a diverse audience of adult black viewers. The network
groups who promote social justice NAACP is the nation’s oldest
represents the best in black culture and entertainment with fan
through creative endeavors.
and largest nonpartisan civil
favorite shows Unsung, Rickey Smiley For Real, Fatal Attraction, The
While, this year, voters do not rights organization. Its members
Manns and The NAACP Image Awards. In addition, TV One is the
have to be members of the Asso- throughout the United States
cable home of blockbuster drama Empire, and NewsOne Now, the only
ciation, the NAACP encourages and the world are the premier
live daily news program dedicated to black viewers. In December 2008,
those who participate in this year’s advocates for civil rights in their
the company launched TV One High Def, which now serves 14 million
voting process to become mem- communities. You can read more
households. TV One is solely owned by Urban One, Inc., formerly
bers. “To become a member of the about the NAACP’s work and
known as Radio One, Inc. [NASDAQ: UONE and UONEK, www.
NAACP is to join a community of our six “Game Changer” issue
urban1.com], the largest African-American owned multi-media comindividuals from all facets of life areas by visiting NAACP.org.
pany primarily targeting Black and urban audiences.
who like you are committed to the

New York Association of Black Journalists The Network Journal looking
for under 40 achievers

T

he New York Association
of Black Journalists (NYABJ) proudly announces
the winners of its 2017 Media
Awards Competition that recognizes exemplary print, broadcast
and online coverage of people or
issues related to African-American and African Diaspora experiences. This year’s NYABJ Media
Awards Competition winners will
be celebrated during NYABJ’s
November General Body Meeting
on November 15, 2017 at MIC.
The meeting is open to NYABJ
members and to the public.
2017 NYABJ Media Awards
Competition winners include:
NEWSPAPER Spot/General
News
Christina Carrega, New York
Daily News, “People V. Peter
Liang Trial: The death of Akai
Gurley at the hands of a rookie
NYPD Officer”
TELEVISION General Feature
Louise Dente, Cultural Caravan TV- NYC Media, “CCPTV:
Tribute to Jazz Legend, Candido
Camero at 95”
TELEVISION Public Affairs
Carol Jenkins, Audra D.
West, Duane Ferguson, Kalin
Ivanov, Petar Talijancic, Qingming Zhai & Susan Iger, CUNY
TV, “Black America: Little Brown
Girls with Misty Copeland”
TELEVISION Documentary
Carol Jenkins, Abi Ishola,
Duane Ferguson, Sylvester P. Lu-

kasiewicz, Wei Lu, Tyrik Wash- assault case was a disaster.”
ington, Brenda Levin & Susan
Iger, CUNY TV, “More Than A
ONLINE MEDIA General
Building, A Dream Come True: The Feature
Opening of the African American
Kirsten West Savali, The
Museum, A Black America Special” Root, “Sandbranch, Texas: A
Small Community Denied Water
RADIO General Feature
for Over 30 Years Fights Back”
Alvin Hall, Vince Fairchild,
Rupert Allman & Dana RoberONLINE MEDIA Blog Comson WNYC - NY Public Radio mentary
“The Takeaway,” “Alvin Hall Goes
Selena Hill, Let Your Voice Be
Back to School”
Heard! Radio, “Stop The Witch
Hunt. Black Women Know ExRADIO Spot/General News actly Who Becky With The Good
Larry Mullins & Sharon Hair Is”
Barnes-Waters, 1010 WINS RADIO, “Making A Mark”
MAGAZINE Investigative
David Ingold & Spencer
ONLINE MEDIA Spot/Gen- Soper, Bloomberg Businessweek,
eral News
“Amazon Doesn’t Consider the
Collier Meyerson, Fusion, Race of Its Customers. Should It?”
“She went to a historically black
For more information about
college. So did he. Their sexual NYABJ, please visitwww.nyabj.

About the NYABJ
New York Association of Black Journalists (NYABJ) is a
network of media professionals who advocate on behalf of
black journalists in the New York City area. We are also an
affiliate chapter of the National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ), and one of the national organization’s most
active local chapters. Founded in 1976, NYABJ has a legacy
of providing professional and moral support to its members.
Our ranks include reporters, editors, photographers, graphics
editors, art directors, public relations professionals, students and
academics. Each year, NYABJ offers professional development
workshops, writing and editing seminars, career assessment
sessions and informational forums on fellowships nationwide,
as well as media excellence awards recognizing the work of
Black journalists on issues related to African-American and
African Diaspora experiences.

THE SEARCH IS ON. We are
searching for the most dynamic
business and professional leaders
under the age of 40. We’re looking
for candidates who share a commitment to business growth and
professional excellence and to the
community. The 21st Annual 40
Under Forty Achievement Awards
will honor this new generation of
men and women who are making
headlines in their fields. Winners
will be featured in the special issue of The Network Journal, June
2018. Anyone who is 39 years or
younger on or before June 25, 2018
is eligible. The deadline for submitting completed nominations
is Friday, February 3, 2018.
Eligibility
The individual must be a young
Black man or woman under the
age of 40 on or before June 25,
2018 who exudes professionalism
and is committed to providing
leadership to his or her discipline
and community. Candidates must
be nominated by someone other
than themselves. Selected candidates must participate in the
Awards Ceremony, to be held in
June 2018.
Selection Process
Awards are determined each
year by TNJ’s Awards Review
Board. The initial selection involves a review of each candidate’s
nomination package. Selected
candidates are contacted by TNJ.
Additional reference letters and
supporting material may be requested if needed. Final selection is
made through a review of reference
letters and all other accompanying

documentation, with a final recommendation by TNJ’s Review
Board.
Complete nomination form,
(online form or printable version).
Submit résumé and biography
of nominee. Submit a narrative
statement describing the nominee’s
qualifications for the award. Submit two recommendation letters
written on behalf of the nominee.
The body of the letter should state
clearly the reasons why the nominee is an extraordinary business
professional and community leader, and why he or she is deserving
of this award. The deadline for
submitting completed nominations is Friday, February 3, 2018.
All nominations and supporting
documents should be mailed,
faxed, or e-mailed to:
The Network Journal
40 Under Forty Achievement
Awards Business Review Board
39 Broadway. Suite 2430
New York, NY 10006
Fax: 212-962-3537
E-mail: 40under40awards@
tnj.com
The front page should include
the nominee’s name, address,
telephone number, mobile number,
email address, place of employment, length of employment, and
current title. It should also include
the nominator’s name, address,
telephone number, mobile number,
email address, place of employment and current title. Also state
on the front page whether the information was submitted online. For
additional information, please
call 212-962-3791
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Animals Emerge as Unsung Heroes

By Kam Williams
Senior Movie Critic

“The Star”

M

ost movies based on
the Bible have limited
appeal beyond
the faithful, because the
stories are ordinarily dry adaptations basically recounting
popular parables in straightforward fashion. A novel exception
to the rule is “The Star,” an
animated reimagining of “The
Nativity.”
What makes the production
unique is that it unfolds from
the point of view of a gang
of anthropomorphic barnyard
animals that apparently played
a critical role in the birth of the
Christ child.
Who knew? Bo the donkey
(Steve Yeun) is the ringleader
of the meandering menagerie
ultimately huddled around the
manger in the iconic creche
tableau everybody knows.
Furthermore, instead of
serving up a purely pious plotline, this relatively-lighthearted
revision features a lot of humorous asides, much of it coming
courtesy of a trash-talking camel played by the irrepressible
Tracy Morgan (“Three wise
men don’t get lost!”). Betwixt
and between all the wisecracks,
we witness the assorted ordeals
of Joseph the Carpenter (Zachary Levi) and the Virgin Mary
(Gina Rodriguez) as they negotiate the perilous gauntlet from
Nazareth to a sacred stable in

VOCAL CAST OF “THE STAR” include: Steven Yeun, Gina Rodriguez, Zachary Levi, Keegan-Michael Key, Kelly Clarkson,
Anthony Anderson, Aidy Bryant, Ving Rhames, Gabriel Iglesias, Patricia Heaton, Kristin Chenoweth, Christopher Plummer, Tracy
Morgan, Tyler Perry and Oprah Winfrey

Bethlehem, in accordance with
New Testament lore.
Think of “The Star” as an
irreverent cross of “Shrek”
(2001) and “The Nativity Story” (2006). The movie marks
the noteworthy directorial debut
of Timothy Reckhart, who recruited a big name cast that included (Oprah Winfrey), (Tyler

Perry), (Mariah Carey), (Ving
Rhames), (Anthony Anderson)
and Televangelist (Joel Osteen).
To make sure you get the
Christmas spirit, the score has
been stocked with a profusion
of holiday classics, starting with
the familiar strains of “Carol of
the Bells.” If the name doesn’t
ring a bell, it’s the catchy tune

now better known as the “Givea-Give-a-Give-a-Garmin” jingle from the GPS commercial.
Also on the soundtrack are such
standards as “O Holy Night,”
“The Little Drummer Boy,”
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” “We Three Kings” and
“Ave Maria.”
“The Nativity” revisited as a

kiddie cartoon adventure guaranteed to enthrall tykes of any
race, color or creed. Very Good
(3 stars). Rated PG
for mature themes. Running time: 86 minutes. Production Studio: Affirm Films/
The Jim Henson Company/
Walden media. Distributor:
Sony Pictures Animation.

(L-R) Recording Stars Andrea Daye and Common, Flo Rida, Patti LaBelle, Smokey Robinson and Wyclef Jean thrilled millions with holiday songs as the appeared on
floats during the 2017 Macy’s famous “Thanksgiving Day Parade.” (Photos: Ronnie Wright)

Pack of spirited ‘Wolves’ take over Lincoln Center

By Audrey J. Bernard

S

arah DeLappe’s The
Wolves officially opened
at Lincoln Center’s Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater on
Monday, November 20, 2017 to
glowing reviews. The buzzworthy 2017 Pulitzer Prize finalist
is unabashedly directed by Lila
Neugebauer with nothing being left on the table or to your
imagination as ten rambunctiously talented millennials
— Lizzy Jutila, Paola Sanchez

The Wolves’ team celebrate at after party (L-R) Lizzy Jutila, Paola Sanchez Abreu, Jenna Dioguardi, Sarah Mezzanotte, Susannah
Perkins, Lila Neugebauer, Tedra Millan, Midori Francis, Brenna Coates, Samia Finnerty, Mia Barron, and Sarah DeLappe

Abreu, Jenna Dioguardi, Sarah
Mezzanotte, Susannah Perkins,
Tedra Millan, Midori Francis,
Brenna Coates, Samia Finnerty
and Mia Barron – let their hair

Left quad. Right quad. Lunge. The Wolves’ indoor soccer team
warms up.

down and render tour de force
performances. Their meltdowns
are contagious!
The Wolves is not too unlike
a hen party where everyone has
a chance to bitch about what’s
eating them in pecking order.
Here’s how the author herself
describes it: “I wanted to see a
portrait of teenage girls as human beings — as complicated,
nuanced, very idiosyncratic
people who weren’t just girlfriends or sex objects or manic
pixie dream girls but who were
athletes and daughters and students and scholars and people
who were trying actively to
figure out who they were in this
changing world around them.”
The Wolves follows the
members of an indoor soccer
team — The Wolves — who
navigate big questions and wage
tiny battles from the safety of
their suburban stretch circle.

The play is described as “a
portrait of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness for ten
American teens who just want
to score some goals.”
The Wolves was originally
produced by the Playwrights
Realm in association with New
York Stage & Film and Vassar’s
Powerhouse Theatre season.
The play ran at the Duke on 42nd
Street in September of 2016,
followed by a return engagement at the Duke in November,
earning a place as a finalist for
the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, an Obie Ensemble Award
shared by director Neugebauer
and the acting ensemble, a
special Drama Desk Award for
its acting ensemble, and nominations for the Lucille Lortel
and Drama League awards for
Best Play. The Wolves also won
the Outer Critics Circle John
Gassner Award for Outstanding

New American Play.
The Wolves has sets by
Laura Jellinek, costumes by
Ásta Bennie Hostetter, lighting by Lap Chi Chu, and sound
by Stowe Nelson. Philip Rinaldi is the press agent. (Photos by
Bruce Glikas for LCT)

The Wolves’ scribe Sarah
DeLappe and director Lila
Neugebauer

Groovy Wonderland’s new musical revue ‘A Soulful Christmas’
’Tis the season to be jolly
that’s filled with endless gift
giving. To that end, celebrated
producers Anthony Wayne
and Kendrell Bowman have
created the perfect stocking
stuffer for fans of classic Gospel, R&B and Soul music in
their premiere production, A
Soulful Christmas! This new
Off-Broadway musical revue
is playing The Actor’s Temple
Theatre (339 West 47th Street,
between 8th and 9th Avenues) for
a 2-day limited engagement on
Saturday, December 16 at 8:00
pm and Sunday, December 17
at 7pm. This marks the dynamic
duo’s third original production
presented by their joint production company AnthonyKen
LLC. Some critics having
attended dress rehearsals are
already giving the play their
stamp of approval and considering it a seasonal classic as the
play will resonate long after the
holiday season is over!
A Soulful Christmas, which
reunites the creative team be-

Soulful Christmas montage

hind the hit musicals Mighty
Real: A Fabulous Sylvester
Musical and An Evening With
Phyllis Hyman, is written by
Bowman and Wayne and directed by Bowman. The Music
Director is Alonzo Harris, and
the Vocal Director is Jacqueline B. Arnold.
T h e c o n c e pt b eh i n d
this holiday music review
is ingenious! The hot holiday happening transports the
audience back to the Disco
Era, to a taping of a special holiday-themed episode
of the fictional music-dance
television program “Groovy

Wonderland” (inspired by the
hit show “Soul Train”). The
production features favorite
songs from beloved groups
such as The Temptations, The
Supremes and The Jackson
5. There’s fun for the entire
family and everyone should
come ready to listen to — and
sing along with — soul-stirring
traditional songs sung with a
twist, and bust a move in the
Wonderland Dance Line …
After all, the holidays are the
perfect time to get down!
A Soulful Christmas
boasts 11 phenomenally talented performers – Anthony

Wayne, and Jehrime Chadwick, Toure Coffey, Enga
Davis (An Evening with Phyllis
Hyman), Brian Davis, Vincent Hale, Wanjiru “ Shiro”
Kihagi, Lady Pepper, Missa
Thompson, Nathan Tolliver and Burgandy Williams.

The band’s soulful sound
is provided by Alonzo Harris on keyboards, Davy Levitan on guitar, Ian Jesse on
bass, Whisper on dr ums,
and James Cage on trumpet.
A Soulful Christmas includes choreography by Hollie
Wright, costume design by
Richard Gross, lighting design
by Stephane P. Freed, and
sound design by Rafe Carlotto.
Bill Coyle is the press representative. Tickets are priced at
$79.50 (loge), $89.50 (orchestra), and $99.50 (premium). For
tickets and more information,
visit www.AnthonyKen.com.
This new production is the gift
that keeps giving!

About Anthony Ken LLC
Anthony Wayne and Kendrell Bowman, AnthonyKen LLC
are independent artists that over the past three years have been
carving out a real space for themselves in music and are the creators and producers of the successful musicals Mighty Real: A
Fabulous Sylvester Musical and An Evening With Phyllis Hyman.
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“School Girls…” A Must-See Serious Comedy!

By Ernece B. Kelly
Drama Critic

T

he new play by Jocelyn
Bioh, a New Yorker with
roots in Ghana, “School
Girls; or, the African Mean
Girls Play”— looks squarely
at serious issues around skin
color as well as harmful teenage
rivalries, yet manages
to be very funny. Set in Central Ghana in the Aburi Girls
Boarding School, just days
before the recruiter from the
Miss Ghana Pageant (Zainab
Jah, excellent as the imposing
and pretentious Eloise Amponsah) is expected to select a
contestant. Paulina (Maameyaa
Boafo) the leader of the pack,
certain to be chosen, is visibly shaken when the poised,

light-skinned Ericka (Nabiyah
Be) joins the school. She’s
introduced to the girls by the
infectious Myra Lucretia Taylor
as (Headmistress Francis).
Enchanted by Ericka’s color,
the girls assume she’s treated
her skin and talk about the
bleaching creams available in
Ghana— “The ones they sell
here will just burn your skin
off/ Blisters/Nasty”. Ericka assures them her color is natural.
As is her friendliness and lack
of pretension. All of which
infuriates Paulina who fears
losing control over her gang
which—with the exception of
Ama (Nike Kadri) who is smart
and a free thinker—she more
of less controls with outsize
lies, inside information, and
charisma. The others are Nana
(Abena Mensah-Bonsu), Mercy (Mirirai Sithole) and Gifty
(Paige Gilbert).
“School Girls” cleverly captures the sometimes vicious
competition between teenage
girls whether it’s over boyfriends, clothes, or social status,
as well as their out-of-control
admiration of all things American. Mention of Bobby Brown
sends them into a tailspin, and
there’s the uninformed glorification of “That high class
restaurant/White Castle/A castle with food.”
Playwright Bioh with a finely sharpened wit—her inclusion
of the girls mangling of Whitney Houston’s “The Greatest

(CAST) Nike Kadri, Nabiyah Be, Paige Gilbert, Mirirai Sithole in MCC Theater’s “School
Girls”… (Photo: Joan Marcus)

Love” is priceless— and empathetic insight has developed her
characters fully, and the eight,
talented actresses flesh out
their roles with non-wavering
accents (kudos to dialect coach
Deborah Hecht).
Arnulfo Maldonado’s minimalist set—long wooden tables—cleverly conveys a school
cafeteria, while Costume Designer Dede M. Ayite’s work is

faultless whether simple school
uniforms or fancy gowns. Veteran Director (“Familiar” and
“Indecent”) Rebecca Taichman
turns in her usual impeccable
job.
“School Girls” joins a recent mini-trend of depictions
of Africa happily devoid of
stereotypes of violence and
political corruption— “The
Queen of Katwa” and “A

REVIEW

United Kingdom” are two
examples. In this drama, audiences are kept laughing while
being reminded of some hard
truths of adolescence and the
pervasiveness of American
values. “School Girls; or, The
African Mean Girls Play”
is performed at the Lucille
Lortel Theatre in Manhattan’s West Village thru June
30, 2018.

Ray Fisher in “Justice League”
The FilmStrip

By Marie Moore
Contributing Scribe

A

ctor Fisher flew into
New York [you do know
Cyborg flies?] to make
a pit stop while promoting
“The Justice League.” To think
an actor reflects his onscreen
persona off is ludicrous. But if
anyone had any doubts about
that, Fisher’s warm, inviting
manner lets you know the halfman, half-machine he plays
is just that because he oozes
captivating charisma.
Once a stage, Fisher has
been catapulted to big screen
super star status in the role of
(Cyborg). Not only has he attained #1 box office fame, but
will star in his own franchise
and already has an action figure
in stores. In an interview with
Fisher at the London Hotel
in Manhattan, there were no
questions off limit.
Marie Moore: Ok, Ray,
let’s not beat around the bush—
Ray Fisher: Bring it, please
[Laughs].
MM: We’re all waiting with

bated breath for “The Black
Panther,” so you know how we
feel about our Black superheroes. How important is it for
Cyborg to be Black?
RF: For Black people to see
Cyborg and be able to relate to
him is important. Cyborg was
created in the 1980s around the
time when it was absolutely
pivotal. I think this was at a time
in the comics where they were
talking very openly about what
it meant to be a Black man and
Cyborg in particular.
“Victor Stone would talk
about what it means to be a
Black man versus what it means
to be half man, half machine.
In one of the most memorable
comics that I’ve read from that
original version of Cyborg was
when he’s talking to one of his
best friends Ron Evers who
was very much—if Cyborg was
Martin Luther King—Malcolm
X in their approach to philosophy.
“I also think it’s important
for people who are disabled,
amputees, people who are
wear prosthetics, people who

feel like outsiders, people who
feel different because of their
physical appearance can relate
because Cyborg is the only
character who can’t take off
his uniform. He’s himself 24/7
through and through.
MM: Do you relate in any
way to Cyborg.
RF: For sure. One big connection would be the relationship that Cyborg has with his
father in this film. Cyborg’s
father was around for him physically but was never around for
him mentally or emotionally,
which I think is a very interesting story to tell. Similarly, I
was raised by my mother and
grandmother. My father was
never in the picture.
MM: With that in mind,
how has this journey been for
you.
RF: You know, it’s almost
inexplicable. I can track back
the small acts of kindness that
were done for me by my family,
friends, by people who could Actor Ray Fisher
have easily just said no. I can
see that it is much bigger [than
It’s been the powerful things,
me].
the humbling things.

“I feel like success has humbled me in a way that my failures have.
When you encounter adversity and what one would
consider to be failure, it can
harden you. But when you
have an appreciation for the
things that actually go right,
it’s like wow. You realize just
how cosmic a lot of those
interactions are. Because it’s,
sorry [he wipes a tear from
his cheek], I get a little emotional when talking about this
because it took so thing much
more than just my personal
drive to get me here.
MM: What do you want
audiences to walk away with.
RF: I want people to walk
away with the sense that
no matter what the circumstances in your life, you can
overcome them. Life may not
be the same as it once was but
that’s not to say that it won’t
get better. If people can walk
out just even feeling just a
tiny bit of that, my job is accomplished. I’ve done what I
set out to do.

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
MWBE OPPORTUNITIES
From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City
Department of Design and Construction awarded
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned
businesses. We build libraries, firehouses, sewer
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure
projects.
We work with general contractors,
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and
others in the construction industry. Become our
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting
opportunities visit DDC
online at nyc.gov/ddc

DONATE YOUR CAR

Wheels For
Wishes
Benefiting

Make-A-Wish®
Metro New York

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Navigating the World of Real Estate Investor Finance?

AUTO DONATIONS

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS WITH EXPRESS CAPITAL

Donate your car to Wheels
For Wishes, benefiting MakeA-Wish. We offer free towing
and your donation is 100% tax
deductible. Call (855) 3769474

We’ll help you grow your business through smart capital management strategies.
No tax return, stated income loans up to 5 million, all property types.
• Hard/Bridge Loans up to 90% • Fix & Flip Loans
• Multi-unit, Multi-family • Commercial, Office, Industrial, Retail, Hotels, more
Contact us today for a free, no obligation analysis of your company’s financing needs!
Express Capital Financing • 2626 East 14th Street Suite 202 • Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-285-0806 • info@expresscapitalfinancing.com

COLLECTABLES
$CASH$ PAID INSTANTLY for Pre-1975 Comic Books,
Vintage: Star Wars; Transformers/GI Joe Action Figures;
Video Games-Systems; MagictheGathering/Pokemon Cards–
CALL WILL: 800-242-6130,
buying@getcashforcomics.com

the LLC, (United State Corporation Agents, Inc 7014 13th
Avenue, Suite 202 Brooklyn,
NY 11228). Purpose: For any
lawful purpose.

HELP WANTED

NAME CHANGE

AIRLINE CAREERS Start
Here –Get trained as FAA
certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job placement assistance.
Call AIM for free information
866-296-7094

Notice is hereby given that
an Order entered by the Civil
Court, New York County on
11/09/2017, bearing Index
Number NC-002713-17/NY,
a copy of which may be ex-

REAL ESTATE
UPSTATE NY LAND! 5 to
41 acre tracts! Waterfront, old
farmland, country bldg lots!
Liquidation prices. Terms. Call
888-905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY. NAME: (J&K
Davis), LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the

Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on (7/20/2017). Office
location: Bronx County. SSNY
has been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to

amined at the Office of the
Clerk, located at 111 Centre
Street, New York, NY 10013,
grants me the right to: Assume the name of Franck
Paul Kahnert. My present
name is Uwe Kahnert AKA
UWE Paul Fredo Kahnert.
My place of birth is Bremerhaven, Germany. My date of
birth is Jan. 19, 1959. My
present address is 1020 Grand
Concourse #6D, Bronx, NY
10451
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Injuries = losses for The Knicks
By Derrel Jazz Johnson

A

recent rash of injuries
have pushed the New York
Knicks back under the
.500 mark after back-to-back
losses to the Orlando Magic and
the Indiana Pacers.  
K r i st a p s Po r zi ng i s l ef t
last Wednesday’s game against
the Miami Heat with an ankle
injury that is more serious than
originally thought, as he didn’t
return five days later in Indiana.
Meanwhile, Tim Hardaway,
Jr was a late scratch before the
Knicks hosted Orlando Sunday
afternoon and he is out indefinitely with an injury to his shin.
With their best to players out of
the lineup, the New York Knicks
aren’t a quality NBA team. The
team played hard against the Magic,
and played extremely hard to take a
lead after trailing by 17 points in the
first quarter, they eventually lost.
The Knicks then traveled to
Indiana after the game, but failed to
show any type of fight without their
best players, trailing by as many as
38 points in a loss to the Pacers.
S u n d a y, K n i c k s c e n ter Enes Kanter discussed the
difficulty of playing without the
two scoring leaders. “It’s tough.
KP and Tim are two of our best
players,” Kanter said. “I don’t
want to make an excuse that we
didn’t have them tonight. When
you lose those two important
pieces, we have to step up more.
We have to play with more energy
and effort out there.”
The team didn’t have the type
of energy Kanter talked about to
start the game versus Orlando,

TIM HARDAWAY, JR.

KRISTAPS PORZIGIS

and never showed it until down by
38 in Indiana. “When someone is
down we can not show any weakness,“ Kanter later added. “I am
going to play for Tim and play for
KP. Guys have to step up more and
play with more energy.” Veteran
point guard Jarrett Jack also discussed playing short-handed. “We
have to step up our effort,” Jack
said. “We have to set the tone for
the entire 48 minutes.”
Jack also discussed the
shock at Hardaway being a late
scratch. “We didn’t even know
anything about it (until) five
minutes before tip-off. It is tough
to lose a guy who plays as hard
as team does,” Jack added. “It
was tough but we will rally and
collectively try to fill that void.”
The Knicks host Memphis
Wednesday, travel to Chicago Saturday to play the Bulls, and return
home for a Sunday matchup with
the Atlanta Hawks. Hopefully
both Porzingis and Hardaway
return, because, as the last two
games have shown, those voids
are nearly impossible to fill.

Andrew
Rosario,
Sports
Editor

Giants clean house, Yanks hire Boone

I

By Andrew Rosario

t was inevitable. The New
York (Footbaball) Giants
had no choice but to clean
house and fired both head coach
Ben McAdoo and general manager Jerry Reese. The backlash
over the benching of Eli Manning was the Coup De Grah. It
did not matter the outcome of
the game against the Raiders.
When McAdoo announced that
Manning would be benched in
favor of Geno Smith, ending his
streak of 210 consecutive starts,
the backlash was furious among
fans, players in the organization
as well as other teams. Manning
was offered to start in order to
keep his streak alive knowing
he would be benched at some
point for Smith. He respectfully
declined. The Giants, known
as one of the classiest teams
in the NFL, took a hit like
they have never before. They
would lose the The Raiders
and the ax came down on both
Monday. Manning will start
Sunday when they face Dallas
at MetLife Stadium and he will
get a rousing standing ovation
when he steps on the field. They
can only play spoilers for the
rest of the year as the Cowboys
are looking to keep their faint
playoffs hopes alive. Americas
team are coming off a victory
against Washington and will
be without Ezekiel Ellliott who
is serving a 6 game suspension for violating the personal
conduct policy. Manning is in
the twilight of his career and

JERRY REESE

Ben McAdoo

AARON BOONE

will be enshrined in the Hall
of Fame 5 years after he retires.
2 Super Bowl rings and MVP
awards was not enough to keep
his starting streak going. It was
the end for McAdoo and Reese
in a season that was doomed
from the start.
Brian Cashman did not retain Joe Girardi even though
he got them within one game
of the World Series. The New
York Yankees exceeded expectations with the help of Aaron

Judge (Rookie of the Year),
Gary Sanchez and Luis Severino. Cashman add a long list
of replacements and when it
looked like ex-Yankee Carlos
Beltran would get the gig, another ex-Yankee Aaron Boone
was selected to manage the
team. Boone comes from a long
line of baseball history as his
grandfather was a two time All
Star infielder and his father was
an All Star catcher. He is most
remembered hitting the game
winning home run against the
Red Sox in game 7 of the 2003
ALCS. Boone has no managerial or coaching experience but
that sway Cashman or owner
Hal Steinbrenner from selecting him. “I firmly believe that
Aaron possesses the attributes
needed to follow in the tradition
of great Yankees managers,”
said Stein Brenner. “From all
accounts, he is a polished communicator who possesses the
ability to cultivate and grow relationships.” Boone takes over a
team that is looking to duplicate
what it accomplished this past
season hoping to win that one
game that would get them to
another World Series.

Jets ruin return of Revis Island

A

By Didier Morais

nother game at MetLife Stadium,
another demoralizing loss for the
Kansas City Chiefs. Two weeks
after falling to the New York Giants on
the road, the Chiefs unraveled against
the New York Jets in a 38-31 defeat on
Sunday that resulted in their fourth consecutive loss. It was a stunning collapse
for the Chiefs, considering they owned
a two-touchdown lead just five minutes
into the first quarter.
“Our guys did a great job,” Jets coach
head coach Todd Bowles said. “We gave
up two touchdowns quick, but the offense ran the ball well. They mixed it in
well. I thought [Offensive Coordinator
John Morton] had a great game plan. I
thought they executed very well.” With
the victory, the Jets move to 5-7 to
preserve their playoffs odds and protected Bowles’ job – at least, for now.
Quarterback Josh McCown engineered
the offensive onslaught for the Jets,
scampering for two touchdowns and
throwing for 331 yards and a touchdown.
No play was more crucial than
McCown’s run with 2:15 remaining
in the game. From the 2-yard line, the
veteran kept the ball and bulldozed his
way into the end zone to account for the
game-winning score. McCown’s five
rushing touchdowns are tied for the most

by a quarterback in the league.
“For us to take another step as a
team, it’s to handle those situations,”
McCown said. “It’s to be down 14. It’s
to get into one of these games where it
goes back-and-forth and find yourself
on the winning end at the end. For us,
it was good for us, it was a big step.
But to start out that way and to have
the mental toughness and the flexibility
mentally to take that, absorb it for what
it is and move forward, I think it was
huge for us.”
McCown’s heroics also spoiled
Chiefs cornerback Darrelle Revis’
homecoming against the Jets, the team
he starred for in eight of his 10 seasons
in the NFL. Although Revis started for
the Chiefs – and was named a captain for
the game – he was largely ineffective in
game action and was ultimately benched
for the entire second half.
“I haven’t played a football game in
12 months, so I think that’s why coach
made that call in the second half,” Revis said. “I’m trying to dust off the cobwebs. I haven’t played in 12 months, so
I’m getting back into the mix of things
and trying to have fun out there.”
The Jets’ offense certainly had fun
at the expense of the Chiefs’ defense,
converting 13 of 20 third-down attempts throughout the game. Receivers
Jermaine Kearse and Robby Anderson

were key cogs in that effort, combining
to tally 17 receptions for 264 yards.
It marked the second straight game
that both wideouts had eclipsed the 100yard receiving plateau. The last Jets duo
to complete the feat was Don Maynard
and George Sauer at Oakland (12/17/67)
and at San Diego (12/24/67).
“We just go out there and work
every day,” Kearse said of the collaborative achievement with Anderson. “We
try to push each other — whether he’s
trying to push me or I’m trying to push
him. We’re real competitive out there.
It’s a testament to our whole group. I
don’t think it’s just me and Robby. Our
young guys are contributing to that as
well and it’s also good to have a win
come behind it.”
Unlike their 12-9 loss the Giants on
Nov. 19, the Chiefs showed tremendous
signs of life in their second go-around
at MetLife Stadium. Through their
first six offensive plays, the Chiefs had
carved out a 14-point lead thanks to
22-yard and 36-yard touchdown passes
from quarterback Alex Smith to tight
end Travis Kelce.  As the Jets stormed
back, Smith maintained his poise and
tossed two more touchdown strikes to
receiver Tyreek Hill, including a 79-yard
bomb. But Smith couldn’t orchestrate
a game-winning drive against the Jets
defense in the waning seconds, throwing

Revis Sits Second Half. Photo: Michael
Henriquez

three straight incompletions to cap the
game.
“The chemistry is special in that
group and I think there is a lot of belief
and trust in one another and we believe
we can [make the playoffs],” McCown
said. “That’s the only way you can
approach these next four games. But
you have to take it one at a time. But
you just don’t stop believing and just
keep fighting and we’ll see what happens. We’re excited about the next four
weeks, especially next week against
Denver.”  

