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At home:  As we give thanks for our blessings, let us pray for 
reunification of our nation, page 3

This administration is hostile to civil rights

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE IN 
LIBYA CAUSES OUTRAGE

Desperate migrants trying to reach Europe are being exploited by 
Libyans who have developed a thriving slave trade, page 3
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Espaillat, 5 other 
congressmen introduce 
articles of impeachment 
against President Trump

By J. Zamgba Browne 
Chief Correspondent

Harlem’s Congressman 
Andrian Espaillat is one 
of six Democrats on 

Capitol Hill who have intro-
duced five articles for impeach-
ment against President Donald 
J. Trump, Sr.

The articles are intended to 
send Trump packing for action 
ranging from obstruction of jus-
tice for interfering in the Russia 
investigation to making charges 
of fake news against the media.

Sponsors of the articles of 
impeachment effort against 
Trump include Reps Steve Co-
hen, Luis Gutherrez, Marcia 
Fudge, John Yamuth, Adriano 
Espaillat and Green

“We have made the judg-
ment that the facts aren’t there 
yet,” Hohyer , D-Maryland told 
reporters. He cited a “number 
of investigations” that “should 
run out” before pursing im-
peachment.

Many Democrats outside of 
the six have publicly wrestled 
with the idea of impeaching 
Trump for months. Now these 
six lawmakers are taking a for-
mal step to introduce the articles 
and put the measures on a path 
for potential consideration by 
the House Judiciary Committee.

“There are others who might 
think they just want Trump to 
hang himself and we don’t need 
to help him,” said Cohen. “I 
can’t stand by when President 
Trump allowed Klansmen and 
neo-Nazis to demonstrate as 
they did last August in Charlot-
tesville, Va. “he added.

“This is not a substitute for 
the investigations that should 
and will go forward, but Con-
gress needs to get started,” said 
Gutierrez of Illinois;

“This is process,” he contin-
ued. “I see a crime and I have 
a responsibility to dial 911 
immediately. I don’t call and 
try to reach consensus with all 
my neighbors,” he continued.

Proposed loss of deductions 
could cause tax bills to rise
ATLANTA (AP) — A 

popular deduction tar-
geted in the GOP's over-

haul of the tax code is used by 
more than a quarter of all filers 
in a majority of states, including 
many led by Republicans where 
some residents eventually could 
see their federal tax bills rise.

The exact effect in every 
state isn't known, in part be-
cause of differences in the 
Senate and House versions of 
the bill. But the change to the 
deduction for state and local 
taxes could alter the bottom 
lines for millions of taxpayers 
who itemize.

Residents in high-tax, Dem-
ocratic-led states appear to be 
the hardest hit. But some filers 
also could be left paying more 
in traditional Republican states, 
such as Georgia and Utah 
where about a third of taxpayers 
claim the deduction.

"It's a bad deal for middle 
class families and for most 
Georgians," said Georgia state 
Rep. Bob Trammell, leader of 
the House Democrats.

He said Republicans are 
eliminating the state and local 
deduction to help pay for tax 
cuts for businesses and the 
wealthy.

How many winners and 
losers are in each state depends 
in large part on another aspect 
of the Republican tax overhaul 
that would nearly double the 
standard deduction — to about 
$12,000 for individuals and 
about $24,000 for married 
couples.

Republicans say that provi-
sion would be a net benefit for 
most tax filers.

The Tax Policy Center, run 
by the Urban Institute and 
Brookings Institution, has es-
timated that the number of 
people itemizing deductions 
would drop by three-quarters. 
Some of those taxpayers could 
get a larger deduction under the 
Republican plan, even though 
they no longer could claim a 
break for state and local taxes.

"Based on what I have seen, 
it might actually help some 
Georgians" to replace the state-
and-local tax break with a 
higher standard deduction, said 
Georgia state Rep. Terry En-
gland, the Republican chairman 
of the House Appropriations 
Committee.

Yet estimates by the Tax 
Policy Center and a nonpartisan 
congressional analysis say some 
taxpayers eventually will end 
up owing more in federal taxes 
under the GOP plans.

The left-leaning Institute on 
Taxation and Economic Policy 
said changes to the state and 
local tax deduction under the 
House bill would contribute to 
one of every five taxpayers in 
the hardest hit states getting a 
higher tax bill. While most of 
those states are led by Demo-
crats, Republican-led Georgia 
and Utah, and the swing state 
of Virginia were among them.

Democratic lawmakers said 
that any initial tax relief felt 
by the middle class or work-
ing-class families will eventu-
ally disappear. In Georgia, for 
example, an estimated 9 percent 
of filers would pay higher taxes 
in 2018, rising to 22 percent by 
2027, according to an analysis 
by the Institute on Taxation and 
Economic Policy.

The state and local tax de-
duction is just one of many 
provisions targeted for change 
under legislation that passed 
the House earlier in the week 
and is pending in the Senate. 
The House version would re-
peal the deduction for income 
and sales taxes while capping 
the property tax deduction at 
$10,000. The Senate bill would 
end deductions for all state and 
local taxes.

Most tax filers currently take 
the standard federal deduction 
of $6,300 per individual or 
$12,600 for married couples. 
But some reap larger tax breaks 
by itemizing deductions for 
state and local taxes, medical 
expenses, charitable contribu-
tions and interest paid on home 
mortgages.

The state and local tax break 
is the largest of those. About 44 
million taxpayers claimed de-
ductions totaling around $550 
billion for state and local taxes 
paid in 2015, according to the 
most recent IRS data.

The top 10 states with the 
highest average state and local 
tax deductions all voted for 
Democrat Hillary Clinton in 
last year's election. New York 
led the way with an average 
state and local tax deduction of 
more than $22,000, followed by 
Connecticut, California, New 
Jersey and Massachusetts.

But when analyzed by the 
percentage of taxpayers claim-
ing the deduction, several states 
won by Trump rank in the top 
third nationally. In reliably 
Republican Utah, 35 percent 
of taxpayers claimed the de-

duction for state and local tax-
es. That figure was 33 percent 
in Georgia and 31 percent in 
Wisconsin. Thirty-five states 
had at least one-quarter of their 
taxpayers claim the deduction.

Because of its widespread 
effect, debate over curtailing the 
deduction already is creeping 
into competitive 2018 elections.

Democratic U.S. Sen. Tam-
my Baldwin of Wisconsin 
has warned that repealing the 
deduction could lead to a tax in-
crease for many state residents.

The left-leaning Wisconsin 
Budget Project has estimated 
that the Senate plan overall 
eventually would leave nearly 
300,000 Wisconsin taxpayers 
with higher federal income 
taxes. Baldwin said the plan 
will disproportionally benefit 
corporations and the wealthiest.

"That's not right and it's not 
fair," she said during a news 
conference Friday in Milwau-
kee.

One of her Republican 
challengers, state Sen. Leah 
Vukmir, has signed a letter 
encouraging the tax repeal. 
Republican Gov. Scott Walker, 
a tax overhaul supporter who 
is seeking re-election, has been 
criticized by the liberal advoca-
cy group One Wisconsin Now. 
The group says repealing the 
deduction would have "the net 
effect of a massive property tax 
increase for Wisconsin home-
owners."

Utah state Sen. Howard Ste-
phenson is a strong supporter 
of repealing the state and local 
tax deduction, even though a 
comparatively high percentage 
of residents there claim it.

Stephenson, a Republican 
who is president of the Utah 
Taxpayers Association, said he 
believes the deduction generally 
favors high-tax states to the det-
riment of states with a lower tax 
burden, such as his own.

"We don't like paying for 
the excesses in other states," 
he said.

Select Bus service
By J. Zamgba Browne 
Chief Correspondent

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
this week announced 
the launching by the 

Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) Select Bus 
Service (SBS) along Woodhav-
en and Cross Bay Boulevards 
in Queens.

The Q52/Q53 SBS marks 
the fifteenth SBS route and at 
more than 14 miles in length, 
the longest corridor with the 
service. The project also brings 
transformational Vision Zero 
safety improvements to one of 
the widest and highest-crash 
streets in New York City.

“Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
Boulevard are critical roads 
in Queens,” said Mayor de 
Blasio. “We are committed to 
expanding Select Bus Service 
even further, as we know it not 
only brings increased reliability 
and reduced travel time for bus 
riders,” he added.

The Mayor also said the 
dramatic street improvements 
of SBS will make the streets 
in New York City safer for pe-
destrians and motorists. “Here 
in Queens, along a street that 

has been a Vision Zero Priori-
ty Corridor with far too many 
tragic crashes, we expect these 
changes to make a big differ-
ence,” he added.

Polly Trottenberg, com-
missioner, City Department 
of Transportation said she was 
confident SBS will bring fast-
er, more convenient and more 
reliable bus service to so many 
Queens communities, most of 
them without subways.

“The new service follows a 
three-year process of commu-
nity engagement, and we made 
many adjustments to our plans 
along the way. From planners 
and engineers to roadway crews 
and traffic signal installers, so 
many DOT divisions deserve 
praise for their hard work here,” 
she added.

The new SBS route covers 
14.7 miles, the longest ever for 
the service, and the corridor 
serves over 30,000 daily bus 
riders, with connections to 
eight subway lines and over 
20 additional bus routes in the 
Queens communities of Elm-
hurst, Rego Park, Middle Vil-
lage, Woodhaven Ozone Park, 
Howard Beach, Broad Channel, 
Rockaway Park, and Arverne. 
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CNN video of ‘African Slave Market’ 
sparks outrage, condemnation
Nov. 20, 2017 (GIN) – 

Footage obtained by 
CNN of an alleged auc-

tion of young Africans at an 
open market in Libya sent 
shockwaves through the diaspo-
ran community and the leaders 
of countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa.

  The shocking images, 
shared worldwide on social 
media, were “despicable”, de-
clared President Alpha Conde 
of Guinea, current chair of the 
African Union. “These modern 
slavery practices must end and 
the African Union will use all 
the tools at its disposal.”

  In April, the International 
Organization for Migration 
(IOM) said it had gathered evi-
dence of slavery in Libya.

  The recent footage appears 
to show youths from Niger and 
other sub-Saharan countries be-
ing sold to buyers for about $400 
at undisclosed locations in Libya.

  The IOM's chief of mission 
for Libya, Othman Belbeisi, 
told the BBC at the time that 
migrants were priced according 
to their abilities.

  Libya, the biggest jump-
ing-off point for migrants trying 
to reach Europe, is now home 
to a thriving trade in humans, 
wrote Sudarsan Raghavan in 
an investigative piece published 
in July.

  The exploitation of des-
perate migrants highlights the 
discredited European Union 

effort to pay millions to Lib-
ya to enforce stricter border 
controls and maintain migrant 
assistance centers that respect 
“international humanitarian 
standards.”

  But instead of getting better 
treatment, migrants found at 
sea are being returned to Libya 
to face more exploitation and 
violence.

  Research by the U.S.-based 
Refugees International (RI)
warned that efforts to halt the 
exodus from Libya would fuel 
“horrific abuses.”

  “The fate of people who are 
seeking international protection 
is effectively absent from the 
plans outlined by EU leaders 
to tackle the Central Mediter-
ranean route,” wrote the rights 
group.

  Citing the ongoing violence 

and chaos in Libya, a country 
that lacks an asylum system and 
where the rule of law is absent, 
RI urged EU countries to ac-
cept people on their territory 
through orderly, legal processes 
that are viable alternatives to 
ruthless criminal networks.

  “The EU and its member 
states should also ensure that 
their funding and actions in 
Libya do not result in or con-
tribute to human rights abuses 
against refugees and migrants.”

  Meanwhile, Manchester 
United soccer star Paul Pogba 
in a triumphant performance 
dedicated a goal to the mi-
grants sold as slaves, writing 
on Instagram: "My prayers go 
to those suffering slavery in 
Libya. May Allah be by your 
side and may this cruelty come 
to an end!" 

Bishop William Barber to get 
blessing by Pope for anti poverty 
movement on Thanksgiving Day

By Cash Michaels (The 
Wilmington Journal/NNPA 

Member)

In an exclusive interview 
with The Wilmington Jour-
nal, Rev. Dr. William J. 

Barber, II, the president of 
Repairers of the Breach, a non-
partisan, nonprofit social advo-
cacy group, has confirmed that 
he and a delegation of “moral, 
workers’ rights, anti-poverty 
and ecological justice advo-
cates…” will be meeting with 
Pope Francis at the Vatican on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Dr. Barber, who was con-
secrated as a bishop over the 
summer, received the invitation 
from the Vatican last Septem-
ber, along with invitations to 
visit England and Africa to join 
other labor and workers’ rights 
advocates.

“[The Pope] wants to bless 
this movement and meet with 
other activists from around the 
world who are fighting against 
poverty,” Dr. Barber said.

Dr. Barber, who officially 
stepped down from his post 
as the president of North Car-
olina’s branch of the NAACP 
in October after serving 12 
years, will be part of a two-day 
conference attended by social 
justice advocates from coun-
tries like Canada, Senegal, 

Italy, Ireland, Tunisia, Ghana, 
Brazil, and the United States, 

among others.
It’s no doubt that Dr. Bar-

ber’s involvement in the fif-
tieth anniversary of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King’s 1968 Poor 
People’s Campaign caught the 
attention of, not only national, 
but international, social justice 
leadership, like Pope Francis, 
who is world renowned for his 
personal and official advocacy 
for the poor.

Just last Sunday in St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica in Vatican City, 
Pope Francis, the leader of the 
Catholic Church, celebrated a 

special mass for poor people on 
the first World Day of the Poor, 
eating with 1500 from Italy, 
Poland and France.

The pope also denounced 
those who express indifference 
to the plight of the poor, calling 
such behavior “a great sin.”

“It is when we turn away 
from a brother or sister in need, 
when we change channels as 
soon as a disturbing question 
comes up, when we grow in-
dignant at evil, but do nothing 
about it,” Pope Francis said. 
“God will not ask us, if we 
felt righteous indignation, but 
whether we did some good.”

According to the group’s 
website, Repairers of the 
Breach, “…seeks to build a 
moral agenda rooted in the 
framework that uplifts our 
deepest moral and constitu-
tional values to redeem the 
heart and soul of our country. 
Our deepest moral traditions 
point to equal protection under 
the law, the desire for peace 
within and among nations, the 
dignity of all people, and the 
responsibility to care for our 
common home.”

The Wilmington Journal is 
a member publication of the 
National Newspaper Publishers 
Association. Learn more about 
becoming a member at www.
nnpa.org.

Dr. William J. Barber, II, 
president of Repairers of the 
Breach

P.Pogba

History of 
Thanksgiving in 
the U.S. is a quest 
for unity

By Marc H. Morial 
{TriceEdneyWire.com) 

  “This history [of Thanks-
giving] teaches us that the 
American instinct has never 
been to seek isolation in oppo-
site corners; it is to find strength 
in our common creed and forge 
unity from our great diversity. 
On that very first thanksgiving 
celebration, these same ideals 
brought together people of dif-
ferent backgrounds and beliefs, 
and every year since, with en-
during confidence in the power 
of faith, love, gratitude, and 
optimism, this force of unity 
has sustained us as a people. 
It has guided us through times 
of great challenge and change 
and allowed us to see ourselves 
in those who come to our shores 
in search of a safer, better fu-
ture for themselves and their 
families.” – President Barack 
Obama, 2016

  While Thanksgiving is 
clearly a celebration of grati-
tude for a bountiful harvest, its 
origin and history in the United 
States tell an unexpected tale of 
unity that is particularly rele-
vant in in these divisive times.

While the early history of 
the United States is rife with 
atrocities committed against 
Native Americans, the “first 
Thanksgiving” – a three-day 
feast in 1621 – was a peaceful 
moment of fellowship between 
the English settlers and the 
Wampanoag among whom 
they lived.

  In one of two existing 
accounts of that feast, Edward 
Winslow wrote of the “many 
of the Indians coming amongst 
us, and amongst the rest their 
greatest king Massasoit, with 
some ninety men, whom for 
three days we entertained and 
feasted.”   Another English 
settler who arrived shortly after 
that first feast, William Hilton, 
wrote in a letter to his cousin 
described “the Indians round 
about us” as “peaceable and 
friendly.”

  Over the next century 
and a half, Thanksgiving was 
celebrated at different times 
by the separate colonies. The 
Continental Congress issued 
the first National Proclamation 
of Thanksgiving in 1777:  “It 
is therefore recommended to 
the legislative or executive 
Powers of these United States 
to set apart Thursday, the eigh-
teenth Day of December next, 
for Solemn Thanksgiving and 
Praise…”  Over the year, var-
ious days of Thanksgiving 
would be proclaimed by Con-
gress and Presidents, as well as 
governors, but an annual, recur-
ring, nationwide holiday would 
not be proclaimed until 1863, 
in the middle of the Civil War.

  He was prompted by the 
writings of magazine editor 
Sarah Josepha Hale, who wrote 
to him on September 28, 1863: 

"You may have observed that, 
for some years past, there has 
been an increasing interest felt 
in our land to have the Thanks-
giving held on the same day, in 
all the States; it now needs Na-
tional recognition and author-
itive fixation, only, to become 
permanently, an American 
custom and institution."

  Lincoln’s proclamation 
was more than a declaration of 
a holiday, but a heartfelt plea 
for the end of the war and a 
reunification of the nation. He 
invited his fellow citizens not 
only to set apart the last Tues-
day of November “as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Praise to our 
beneficent Father who dwelleth 
in the Heavens,” but also to 
“fervently implore the interpo-
sition of the Almighty Hand to 
heal the wounds of the nation 
and to restore it as soon as may 
be consistent with the Divine 
purposes to the full enjoyment 
of peace, harmony, tranquility 
and Union.”

  In an effort to lengthen the 
Christmas shopping season 
and stimulate the economy in 
the midst of the Depression, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
briefly changed the date of 
the holiday to the next-to-last 
Thursday, but the move was 
considered an affront to Lin-
coln’s memory and triggered 
partisan outrage.November 30, 
1939, was considered "Republi-
can Thanksgiving" and Novem-
ber 23 as "Democratic Thanks-
giving" or "Franksgiving". The 
experiment appeared to fail, 
with no measurable boost to 
the 1939 and 1940 Christmas 
shopping seasons. On Decem-
ber 26, 1941, Congress passed 
a law making Thanksgiving the 
fourth Thursday of November, 
where it has remained – a bipar-
tisan celebration – ever since.

  It’s instructive that we 
find the pivotal moments in 
the development of modern 
Thanksgiving in the United 
States at the time of the Civil 
War and the Great Depression. 
We are once again facing a 
crisis of division.  As we give 
thanks for the blessings that 
have been visited upon us, let 
us also remember to pray for 
healing and a reunification of 
our nation.
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4 American Express’s Chenault to retire
By Frederick H. Lowe 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

He kept the company 
together after the 9/11 
terrorist attack

American Express Co. 
announced that Kenneth I. 
Chenault, chairman and CEO 
of the New York-based credit 
and charge card issuer, and one 
of the nation’s few top black ex-
ecutives, will retire February 1, 
2018 after a challenging tenure 
that began in the very early days 
of his career in the company’s 
corner office.

Chenault’s first year in office 
was 2001, a difficult time for 
him, his senior management 
and the company because in 
September of that year, two 
passenger jets crashed into 
New York’s World Trade Center 
complex, where American Ex-
press is headquartered, institut-
ing a new reality for the nation’s 
security and the business world 
that relied on the security.Some 
analysts believed that Ameri-
can Express was doomed but 
under Chenault, the company 
survived and later thrived.

The business on Wednes-
day reported a third-quarter 
net income of $1.4 billion on 
revenues of $8.4 billion.“We’re 
starting a new chapter from a 
position of strength and this 
is the right time to make the 
leadership transition to some-
one who’s played a central 
role in all that we have accom-
plished,” said Chenault, who 
will be succeeded by Stephen 
J. Squeri, who board members 
on Wednesday elected CEO and 
board chairman.

Squeri has been American 

Express’s vice chairman and 
since 2015. Prior to that, he was 
Group President of the compa-
ny’s Global Corporate Services 
Group.Chenault earned a law 
degree from Harvard and an 
undergraduate degree in his-
tory from Bowdoin College. 
But what he faced during the 
first year of his tenure as CEO 
wasn’t a case study he could 
refer to in text books at the time.
On September 11, 2001, shortly 
after Chenault took over, two 
jets hijacked by Islamic mili-
tants crashed into New York’s 
World Trade Center, heavily 
damaging American Express’s 
world headquarters and killing 
11 employees.

Chenault guided American 
Express after the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks that damaged American 
Express’s headquarters and 
killed employees. A plane can 
be seen flying toward a second 
tower.Chenault was working in 
Salt Lake City. He ordered his 
senior management to meet in 
his New York City apartment to 
determine a plan going forward.

“Spending on the travel 
business was in disarray and 
spending was dropping. Many 
people were writing us off. 
Still, the company had to lay 
off 15,000 workers. It tested us 
at the highest levels,” Chenault 
said.Since American Express 
could not use its headquar-
ters building, the company’s 
employees were dispersed to 
three separate locations in the 
tri-state area of New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut. All 
the employees met in Madison 
Square Garden where Chenault 
spoke to them.“I told my man-
agement team that it was our 

job to lead this organization,” 
Chenault said during a 2016 
interview.Warren Buffet, chair-
man and CEO of Berkshire 
Hathaway, American Express’s 
largest shareholder, praised 
Chenault’s tenure.

“He led  the  company 
through 9/11, the financial 
crisis and the challenges of the 
last couple of years. American 
Express always came out stron-
ger. Ken never went for easy 
short-term answers, never let 
day-to-day challenges distract 
him from what was right for the 
moderate and long term.”

Chenault, 66,  joined Amer-
ican Express in September 1981 
as Director of Strategic Plan-
ning. In 1989, he was named 
president of the Consumer Card 
Group and 1993 he became 
president of Travel Related 
Services, which included all 
of Amex’s worldwide card and 
travel business in the United 
States. He was named president 
and chief operating office in 
February 1997.

Banana Republic 
defends employee’s use 
of African hair braiding

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

Destiny Tompkins, an Af-
rican-American employ-
ee at a banana republic 

store in White Plains, New York 
experienced blatant racism first 
hand because of the hairstyle 
she wore to work.

She was told point blank that 
her African cornrow was too “ur-
ban” and against company policy 
and was sent home. But the man-
ager who reprimanded her paid a 
high price for his action.

The manager who was iden-
tified by his first name, “Mi-
chael,” was given the boot. He 
was asked if he ever spoke to 
Tompkins about the company’s 
dress code. He responded and 
said not at all.

Tompkins recalled telling 
her boss when confronted about 
her hairstyle that it protected 
her hair from becoming brittle 
in the cold weather. She said 
he told her to use shea butter 
instead.

“I have never been so humil-
iated and degraded in my life by 
a white person. In that moment, 
I felt so uncomfortable and 
overwhelmed that I didn’t even 
finish my work shift and ended 

up leaving,” said Tompkins.”
She added, “Box braids are 

not a matter of unprofession-
alism, they are protective style 
Black women have used for 
their hair and to be discriminat-
ed against because of it is truly 
disgusting and unacceptable.”

In terminating the manager’s 
employment, banana republic 
told reporters that the company 
has “zero tolerance for discrim-
ination and that this situation 
was completely unacceptable, 
counter to our policies, and in 
no way reflects our company’s 
beliefs and values.”

Rev Jackson goes public 
about Parkinson’s Disease

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr. has gone public 
announcing that he has Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. He said he has been seeking outpa-

tient care for a while and plans to “dedicate” 
himself to physical therapy to show the progress 
of the disease.

In an open letter to his supporters, he said 
family and friends noticed a change in him some 
three years ago, and he could no longer ignore 
symptoms of the chronic neurological disorder 
that causes movement difficulties.

“Recognition of the effects of this disease on 
me has been painful, and I have been slow to grasp 
the gravity of it,” he wrote.

“For me, a Parkinson’s diagnosis is not a stop 
sign but rather a signal that I must make lifestyle 
changes and dedicate myself to physical therapy.” 
He vowed to use his voice to help find care for 
the disease.

About 60,000 people in the United States are 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s annually, according 
to the Parkinson’s Foundation. The report said 
the disease can start with tremors, and symptoms 
generally worsen over time.

The exact cause is unknown. Treatments in-
clude medications, surgery and physical therapy. 
The disease itself is not fatal but people can die 
from complications.

The 76 year old Rev. Jackson said Parkinson’s 
“busted” his father, Noah Lewis Robinson Sr. 
who died in 1977 at age 88 after suffering a 
heart attack.

Meanwhile, Rev. Jackson has remained active 
in his advocacy and travels, including traveling 
to Puerto Rico last month for a hurricane-relief 

mission and hosting a symposium in Washing-
ton, D.C. Early last week.

Twice a candidate for the Democratic pres-
idential nomination in the 1980s, Jackson has 
remained a strong voice in numerous anti-dis-
crimination efforts, including advocating for 
affordable housing.

“I will continue to try to instill hope in the 
hopeless, expand our democracy to the disen-
franchised and free innocent prisoners around 
the world,” Jackson wrote in his letter to sup-
porters. “I steadfastly affirm that I would rather 
wear out than rust out,” he added.

A protégé of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jar, Jackson was instrumental in guiding the 
modern civil rights movement on a wide variety 
of issues, including voting rights education.

The Rev. Al Sharton said he spent the last 
few days with Jackson in New York City. “Rev. 
Jackson has changed the nation and served in 
ways in which he never got credit,” said Rev. 
Sharpton. “We pray for him, just as he fought 
for us,” he added.

Schneiderman, AG’s 
nationwide join lawsuit to 
block Trump’s rollback of 
birth control rules

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

New York State Attorney 
General Eric Schnei-
derman has joined a 

coalition of attorneys general 
across the nation in a lawsuit 
to block the Trump adminis-
tration‘s unlawful roll back of 
birth control rules.

The Trump administration 
rules would allow employers 
to deny women cost-free birth 
control coverage under the Af-
fordable Care Act. The lawsuit 
by Schneiderman and company 
was filed in federal court in 
California.

“If a woman cannot control 
her own body, she isn’t free,” 
said Attorney General Schnei-
derman. “Healthcare decisions 
should be made by a woman not 
her boss,” he added.

Schneiderman said the ret-
rograde rules by the Trump 
administration seek to deny 
basic healthcare to millions of 
women in New York and across 
the country. “We will continue 
to fight back and protect New 
Yorkers,” he added.

Since the Affordable Care 
Act’s requirement to cover 
contraceptives took effect in 
2012, it has saved American 
women $1.4 billion, according 
to reports. Over 62.4 million 
women have benefited from the 
coverage, including 3.8 million 

in New York.
The ACA Act already in-

cluded an exemption for reli-
gious organizations, together 
with an accommodation for 
women in those organizations 
to ensure they have coverage.

New York reportedly has 
one of the highest rates of unin-
tended pregnancy in the nation, 
and the risk of unintended 
pregnancy is greatest among the 
most vulnerable women.

While New York has some 
regulations to protect contra-
ceptive access, they do not 
apply to self-funded insurance 
plans, which are governed by 
federal laws and regulated by 
the federal government.

Therefore, as a result of the 
Trump administration’s new 
rules, the nearly 1.2 million 
New York women covered by 
self-funded employer plans may 
be forced to seek state –funded 
access a cost that would be 
borne by New York or forego 
contraceptive care altogether
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6 Editorial

Watch your mouth–dental health, nutrition
By Julianne Malveaux   

From the time I was a little girl, 
to just a day or so ago, someone 
has always told me to watch my 

mouth.  Why?   My mouth runs, and 
sometimes it runs unplugged.

I’ve been known to flim flam folks 
with flattery or eviscerate them with 
evil, sometimes moving from one to the 
other with just a shrug of my shoulders.  
But my mouth-watching is not the kind 
of mouth-watching I’m writing about 
in this column.  I’m writing about the 
healthy mouth watching that is critical 
to our health.           

Nearly a hundred folks gathered at 
the National Council of Negro Women 
headquarters at 633 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue in Washington, DC, to hear two dy-
namic women talk about mouth health.  
Dr. Diane Earle, the Managing Dental 
Director at Kool Smiles, in Lancaster, 
Texas, talked about dental health and 
its importance. Your mouth, she said, 
is the gateway to your body, so it is 
important for you to take care of it by 
getting regular checkups, talking care 
of your mouth and, especially, ensuring 
that children have early dental care as 
soon as they have even a single tooth. 

She was joined by healthy living 
expert Debra Peek Haynes, who is pas-
sionate about the way we eat and how 
what we eat can transform our lives. 
These two women held an audience for 

an hour, focusing on the many ways we 
can improve our lives so that we can 
better resist these oppressive political 
times. 

There was talk of the ways we can 
eat better, exercise better, and live better, 
with both Dr. Earle and Mrs. Haynes 
presenting as great examples of healthy 

living.  Dr. Earle, for example, said she 
had never had a cavity in her life. 

Deb Haynes (whose husband, the 
Rev. Freddy Haynes, has expertly pas-
tored Friendship West Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Texas) shared the ways she 
used healthy eating to turn her health 
around after a diagnosis of infertility.  
I was thrilled to bring the women to-
gether and to moderate a discussion 
that had significant meaning for our 
community.       

NCNW, under the transformative 
leadership of Attorney Janice Mathis 
(who led Rainbow PUSH’s Atlanta of-
fice until she came to Washington), is 
the only space owned by black people 
on Pennsylvania Avenue.  It is close 
enough to the People’s House at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue that one might 
walk there, which perhaps means that 
it is close to the devil. 

That proximity offers an opportunity 
for resistance, and while much of our 
resistance must be political, some of 
it hinges on our personal commitment 
to a physical excellence that prepares 
us to have resilience for the struggle.            
Even as we met, the devil was busy. 

The House of Representative passed 
the new “tax overhaul” package that 
they say will create jobs, but we know 
that all it does is creates wealth for bil-
lionaires.  To benefit the top one percent, 
the bottom 80 percent will be hit hard, 
but Congress doesn’t seem to care. 

The Senate has a version of the 
legislation, and the two houses will 
have to come up with compromise 
legislation, but both the House and the 
Senate agree that corporations should 
pay less tax.  At NCNW, we talked 
about Congresswoman Robin Kelly 
(D-IL) and her Action For Dental 
Health Act (HR 2422). 

The bipartisan legislation, cospon-
sored with Republican Indiana dentist 
and Congressman Mike Simpson, would 
make dental care more accessible.  
But with issues like these having low 
priority in this ideologically divided 
Congress, it is not likely to even make it 
to the floor for a vote.  Instead, the new 
tax law would weaken, not strengthen, 
health care access.     

Dental care and nutrition issues don’t 
get as much visibility as Russia, or sex-
ual harassment, or jiving Jeff Sessions.  
But they are also important issues.  So 
when we “watch our mouth” by watch-
ing what we eat and how we manage 
our dental care, we are strengthening 
ourselves for the inevitable struggle 
against the inequality that is part of the 
status quo.

Julianne Malveaux is an author and 
economist. Her latest book “Are We 
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public 
Policy” is available via www.amazon.
com for booking, wholesale inquiries 
or for more info visitwww.juliannemal-
veaux.com

Trump’s assault on Barack Obama’s legacy will fail

By Jesse Jackson TriceEdneyWire.
com)

Donald Trump defines his admin-
istration as against all things 
Obama. Beneath the current pres-

ident’s insults and outrages, his lies and 
antics is a remarkably consistent attempt 
to undo his predecessor’s entire legacy.

With Republicans in total control 
of the White House and the Congress, 
Trump can dismantle much of what 
Barack Obama accomplished, but he 
will ultimately fail to overturn his lega-
cy. Obama had the right moral compass; 
Trump’s reaction will not be sustained. 
Consider the contrast: Obama passed 
health care reform, enabling 20 million 

more people to afford health insurance.
The centerpiece of his Affordable 

Care Act was the expansion of Med-
icaid to cover more than 10 million 
low-wage workers and their families. 
Trump and Republicans still vow to 
repeal Obamacare. Their plan and their 
budgets seek harsh cuts in Medicaid and 
Medicare. Trump continues to invent 
ways to undermine Obamacare admin-
istratively. He may do damage, but he 
will not succeed.

After Obama, Americans have come 
to accept that affordable health care is 
a right, not a privilege. In Maine last 
Tuesday, voters overwhelmingly voted 
to extend Medicaid, despite the passion-
ate opposition of the state’s Trump-lite 
governor. On health care, Obama was 
on the right side of history; Trump gets 
it wrong.

Obama helped create the Paris cli-
mate agreement, getting virtually every 
country in the world to agree to the 
necessity of addressing global warming. 
His climate policies helped accelerate 
the transition to sustainable energy. 
Trump denies the reality of climate 
change, and he pulled the U.S. out of 
the Paris Accord and has systematically 
reversed Obama’s policies.

The damage Trump will do is incal-
culable, but he will fail. Even the Penta-
gon understands that climate change is 
a real and present danger. Obama was 
on the right side of science; Trump gets 
it wrong. Obama inherited an economy 
that was losing 800,000 jobs a month, 
as financial speculation had blown up 
the global economy.

He saved the auto industry, bailed out 
and tightened regulation of the banks, 
passed the largest stimulus plan in our 
history, and — with the help of the 
Federal Reserve — saved the economy, 
cutting unemployment by more than 

half and setting a record for consecutive 
months of private sector growth.Trump 
is systematically deregulating the banks 
and corporations, and slashing vital 
public investment and services.

He benefits from the momentum of 
the Obama economy, but as his plans 
take hold we will witness a return to 
bobbles and busts as the financial casino 
heats up. Obama saved the economy; 
Trump is putting it back at risk. Obama 
declared that inequality had reached 
unsustainable extremes. He let some of 
the Bush tax cuts for the rich expire and 
imposed higher taxes on the wealthy to 
help pay for health care.

He called for raising the minimum 
wage and pushed to enforce worker 
protections and labor laws. Trump sides 
with the plutocrats. His tax plan would 
lower taxes on the rich, eliminate taxes 
on massive estates, allow investors to 
continue paying at lower tax rates than 
their secretaries, and perversely expand 
incentives for multinationals to move 
jobs and report profits in tax havens 
abroad. Inequality continued to get 
worse under Obama, but he understood 
the threat. Trump gets this wrong.

Obama taught us that the war on 
terror, like all wars, must eventually 
come to an end. He sought to close 
Guantanamo and to get the U.S. out of 
Iraq and Afghanistan. He resisted im-
mense pressure to escalate in Syria and 
Ukraine. He signed a nuclear treaty that 
required Iran to dismantle its potential 
nuclear weapons program.

Trump campaigned against the wars, 
but since becoming president he has 
escalated across the board in Afghan-
istan, Syria and Iraq while embracing 
Saudi Arabia’s massive war crimes 
in Yemen. He pledges to tear up the 
Iranian accord despite the urgings of 
his advisers. Obama understood the 

importance of law and diplomacy. 
Trump gets this wrong. Obama sought 
to bring Americans together, across 
lines of race, religion and region.

He built a rainbow coalition that 
won a majority of the popular vote 
twice. He celebrated the recognition 
of LGBTQ rights and defended voting 
rights. Trump has consistently sought 
to drive us apart, practicing a race-bait 
politics that appeals to our fears. He 
won office despite losing the popular 
vote. His Justice Department turns 
a blind eye to efforts to suppress the 
vote. He gets this wrong. Obama’s 
administration was remarkably free 
of corruption. His family was a model 
that parents could point to across the 
country.

Unlike every modern president of 
both parties, Trump refuses to release 
his tax returns. His administration has 
been marked by scandal and conflicts 
of interest from day one. Agency after 
agency has had its mission subverted 
from the top. Barack Obama was not a 
perfect president. He faced entrenched 
partisan obstruction from day one. But 
in stormy weather and treacherous 
crosswinds, his moral compass pointed 
us in the right direction.

Dr. Martin Luther King taught us 
that the “arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward justice.” He 
knew, however, that justice is not in-
evitable. Its advance comes from the 
struggle, work and sacrifice of citizens 
of conscience. And that is why Trump’s 
misdirection will fail — not simply be-
cause it is wrong but because Americans 
in large numbers are not willing to go 
backwards. It is easy to lose faith. The 
damage that is being done at home and 
abroad is immense, but as the old gospel 
song teaches, “We’ve come too far, we 
can’t turn back now.”
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Commodores legend talks reunion, new book
By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA 

Newswire Contributor)

Thomas McClary, the 
legendary founder of the 
super group the Com-

modores, has a new book that 
takes readers on a journey 
through Motown, the Civil 
Rights Movement and a back-
stage war for the ages.

McClary, who co-founded 
the group with Lionel Richie, 
recently released “Rock and 
Soul,” a stirring autobiography 
where readers also learn about 
his activism.

“I kept getting questions as 
to when are the original Com-
modores going to do reunion 
and, after hearing that for the 
‘umpteenth’ time I realized that 
people wanted to know,” said 
McClary. “So, I started to think 
about it and started writing 
things down.”

The book details McClary’s 
recruitment of Richie, one of 
the biggest selling artists in the 
history of Motown Records.

“When I met Lionel, he was 
a very shy guy and I had to 
convince his grandmother and 
parents to allow him to play 
in the band,” McClary said. 
“I pushed him out to become 
the lead singer after our initial 
lead singer was drafted into 
the Vietnam War. I overheard 
Lionel singing in the shower 
one day and I said, ‘hey, you 
can sing.’”

When the book begins, Mc-
Clary is in a courtroom.

One of the members secretly 
trademarked the Commodores 
name, barring McClary’s use, 
while performing separately.

“I think readers will be 
surprised at how persever-
ance played a role in our 
success and they will also be 
surprised to know that, even 
though we had a very unit-
ed front, behind the scenes 
things weren’t so kosher,” he 
said. “I’m the founder and all 

of us were equal as it relates 
to corporate ownership and 
the name. One of the guys 
decided he was going to take 
it on his own to trademark 
the name and I’m still han-
dling it.”

The singer, musician and 
songwriter is credited along 
with Richie for writing nearly 
all of the Commodores music, 
a bevy of hits that’s led to mul-
tiple Grammy nomination and 
induction into the Vocal Group 
Hall of Fame.

In addition to his musical 
prowess, McClary counts as 
one of the Civil Rights Move-
ment’s unsung heroes.

The first African American 
to integrate Lake County Public 
Schools in Eustis, Fla., amidst 
formidable racial tension, Mc-
Clary walked with boldness 
when entering the doors of the 
all-White school.

He also fought to open doors 
of opportunities for other Af-

rican Americans and he con-
tinues to work to help others 
overcome racial bigotry and 
other obstacles.

McClary said it’s as import-
ant today as ever before.

“Man, I never thought I’d be 
appreciative of a president like 
George W. Bush,” he said. “To 
compare him to what we have in 
office today, I never thought I’d 
long for a George Bush.”

McClary said fans have 
repeatedly asked about a pos-
sible reunion of the original 
Commodores, a group that 
turned out such iconic and 
time-tested hits as “Brick 
House,” “Easy,” and “Just to 
be Close to you.”

“It’s going to happen. I’ve 
spent 30 years trying to make 
it happen and Lionel and I 
recently performed together 
in New Zealand and at the 
Superdome, so I’m optimistic 
that a reunion with the five 
living original members will 
happen,” said McClary, whose 
recollections about the great 
“Motown Sound” is recorded 
in the new book that has others 
taking notice.

“It’s captivating and awe 
inspiring,” singer Ray Parker 
Jr. said.

Kool & the Gang Founder 
Robert Bell wrote a moving 
review of “Rock and Soul” 
calling it “an emotion filled 
memoir of a cherished walk and 
a celebration of life, through the 
highs and lows of a natural born 
star. Thoroughly entertaining 
and moving.”

Hall of Fame NBA Star Ju-
lius “Dr. J” Erving also praised 
McClary’s memoirs.

“A resounding testament of 
the resilience of the force that is 
Thomas McClary,” Erving said. 
“This book gave pure energy to 
my soul.”

Riveting, rousing, and out-
right inspiring, “Rock and 
Soul” is an intimate portrait of 
McClary, said the book’s pub-

lishers, 13th & Joan.
The 362-page book recounts 

the Civil Rights Movement, and 
McClary’s early days of leaving 
home to attend Tuskegee Uni-
versity where he met Richie.

It highlights McClary’s rise 
from the concrete of societal 
imposed standards to musical 
genius.

McClary relentlessly laid 
the foundation to form a sound 
and a family of talent that the 
world had yet to witness.

Countless hours with his 
guitar, and blood, sweat, and 
tears became synonymous with 
crafting a sound that intricately 
fused rhythm and blues, funk 

and rock, pop and jazz, and 
moved audiences to undeniable 
emotion with a language that 
knew no barriers.

“Obviously I have a lot of 
respect for Berry Gordy and 
what he did at Motown and for 
Black people,” McClary said. 
“Stevie Wonder has always 
been incredible, as has Smokey 
Robinson and Suzanne de 
Passe. We learned a lot from all 
of them, the likes of Norman 
Whitfield and Marvin Gaye 
all of whom had an open door 
policy, where we could ask 
how they did what they did and 
what we could use to improve 
our situation.”

Oscar-winner Mahershala Ali's diverse career, commitment 
to social justice, earn accolades from National Urban League

By Marc H. Morial

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–“I 
absolutely love this country, but 
like so many people have some 
real questions and concerns 
about how things have gone down 
over the years and where we’re at. 
And that’s from a place of love, 
because I want the country to be 
what it says it is on paper. I sin-
cerely believe we have the capac-
ity to actually make this country 
great. There are enough people, 
there are enough believers out 
there, there are enough intelli-
gent, empathetic souls out there 
that want good for the whole. I 
don’t know if it’ll happen in my 
lifetime, but I believe in time the 
pendulum will swing in the right 
direction.” – Mahershala Ali

Academy award-winning 
actor Mahershala Ali’s jour-
ney has been one of bridging 
divides.  Between the crime 
and poverty of 1970s and ‘80s 
Oakland, where he lived with 
his mother and stepfather, and 
the musical theater scene of 

Manhattan, where he spent 
summers with his Broadway 
dancer father.  Between bas-
ketball, which earned him a 
college scholarship, and theater, 
which captured his heart. Even 
his name bridges Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam – his Baptist 
minister grandmother chose a 
Hebrew name from the Bible: 
Mahershalalhashbaz, the sec-
ond son of Isaiah. He converted 
to Islam in his 20s.

His impassioned Screen 
Actors Guild Award acceptance 
speech was a plea for bridging 
divides.

“We see what happens when 
we persecute people. They 
fold into themselves,” Ali said, 
noting that his character, Juan, 
in Moonlight, “saw a young 
man folding into himself as a 
result of the persecution of his 
community, and taking that 
opportunity to uplift him and 
tell him that he mattered, that he 
was ok and accept him. I hope 
that we do a better job of that.”

Ali’s portrayal of Juan, 

though he appeared in just 16 
minutes of the film, earned him 
every major acting award includ-
ing the first Academy Award 
presented to a Muslim actor.

The National Urban League 
is proud to be honoring Ali with 
our Arts Award next week at 
our Equal Opportunity Day 
Awards Dinner.

Reaching the pinnacle of his 
profession hasn’t shielded him 
from discrimination as an Afri-
can-American and as a Muslim.  
He’s been stopped and ordered 

to produce I.D. in Berkeley, 
and found himself on a terrorist 
watchlist. “‘What terrorist is run-
ning around with a Hebrew first 
name and an Arabic last name?” 
he joked to NPR’s Terry Gross.

It was no joke, however, 
when he skipped the British 
Academy of Film and Televi-
sion Arts awards ceremony in 
February because he feared the 
recently-enacted “Muslim ban” 
might make it difficult for him 
to re-enter the United States.

Experiences like being fol-
lowed in a department store, 
and watching people on the 
subway try to hide their jewelry 
from him are the source of the 
expression he used in his SAG 
speech – “folding into himself.”

“I think I identify with char-
acters who have to make them-
selves smaller,” he told GQ. 
“Because that’s been my expe-
rience, as a large black man, to 
make people feel safer. Just be-
cause I always found witnessing 
other people’s discomfort made 
me uncomfortable.”

He has a track record of 
choosing the roles of powerful 
and In Free State of Jones, his 
haunting portrayal of Moses, an 
escaped slave who is lynched 
for registering freedmen to 
vote, earned him one of the five 
BET Awards he won for films 
or television series released last 
year. In addition to Free State of 
Jones and Moonlight, he was 
honored for the Netflix series 
Luke Cage and the films Kicks 
and Hidden Figures

When he won the Acade-
my Award, the first people he 
thanked were not the people 
who made him famous, but the 
people who nurtured his gift: 
his teachers.

With roles that range from 
comic-book supervillain to 
White House Chief of Staff, 
Ali exemplifies the diversity of 
the 21st century entertainment 
industry, and the future of the 
performing arts. We are proud 
to honor his commitment to 
both his craft and to social 
justice.

Commodores Legend Thomas 
McClary wrote a new book 
about his time with the iconic 
band and his activism during 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
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8 International
International court seeks reparations 
for African war crimes victims

(GIN) –

The International Criminal 
Court is preparing the 
ground for a determina-

tion of reparations owed to over 
5,000 victims of atrocities that 
were committed in the Central 
African Republic.

  The atrocities were car-
ried out by troops under for-
mer Congolese vice president 
Jean-Pierre Bemba and took 
place between October 2002 
and March 2003. Sentenced to 
18 years in jail on war crimes 
offenses, Bemba is appealing 
the sentence.

  Most of the victims “have 
lost everything, and continue 
to live with the physical and 
psychological consequences of 
the crimes, horrors and traumas 
they experienced,” said a rights 

organization.
  According to the Interna-

tional Federation for Human 
Rights, most victims want to 
see individual damages rather 
than a collective award for com-
munities ravaged by Bemba’s 
private militia.

  Bemba, now 55, sent in 
1,500 troops from his Congo-
lese Liberation Movement to 

quash a coup in the CAR.
  But they unleashed a five-

month reign of terror, with the 
court handing down its toughest 
penalty for sadistic, cruel rapes 
and murders.

  Bemba’s case was the first 
at the ICC to focus on rape as 
a weapon of war and the first 
to highlight a military com-
mander’s responsibility for the 
conduct of the troops under his 
control.

  In one of its two previ-
ous reparations awards, war 
crimes judges said in August 
that a Malian jihadist was li-
able for 2.7 million euros for 
destroying Timbuktu’s fabled 
shrines in 2012. The jihadist 
unfortunately is penniless and 
unable to make payment for 
the destruction. w/pix of J-P 
Bemba

Zimbabwe leader facing deadline, 
refuses ouster by his generals

(GIN) –

President Robert Mugabe, 
rejecting demands from 
former friendly generals 

and war veterans to step down, 
now faces impeachment from 
members of his party.

  In a televised address late 
Sunday, the 93-year-old pres-
ident crushed expectations he 
would resign after a military 
takeover, pitching the country 
into a second week of political 
crisis.

  Lawmakers from his rul-
ing ZANU-PF party said that 
they would take the first steps 
on Tuesday necessary to push 
Mugabe from office as the vet-
eran leader had ignored their 
ultimatum to announce his 
departure by Monday morning.

  “We have got a clear posi-
tion, we are going to impeach 
— the man has to go,” govern-
ment MP MacKenzie Ncube 
told the French news wire AFP 
after a key meeting of ruling 
party lawmakers.

  Once a simple majority 
of parliamentarians votes for 
impeachment, an investiga-
tive committee is formed by 
lawmakers, who report back 
to both houses of parliament. 
Each house must then vote by 
a two-thirds majority for him to 
be stripped of office.

  In a 20 minute speech on 
Sunday, Mugabe, surrounded by 
military men, downplayed what 
was called a “soft coup.” He said 
the operation by his generals 
did not represent a threat to the 
country’s constitutional order 
nor was it a challenge to his 
authority as head of state.

  Referencing the mounting 
discontent from inside his party 
and from the security forces, he 
admitted: “I as the President of 

Zimbabwe and their command-
er in chief do acknowledge the 
issues they have drawn my at-
tention to… These were raised 
in the spirit of honesty and out 
of deep and patriotic concern.”

  He suggested that a con-
versation within the party could 
return the country to normalcy 
“so all our people could go about 
their business unhindered, in 
perfect peace and security, as-
sured that law and order obtain 
and prevail as before.”

But in the streets, the antic-
ipation of long-awaited change 
exploded in joyous street rallies 
and marches – clearly the pop-
ulation had turned a corner on 
the Mugabe era. The country 
was not likely to “return to 
normalcy,” as the President 
claimed.

  Mrs. Mugabe, whose rise 
to power and possibly the pres-
idency alarmed war veterans 
and generals, stayed out of the 
limelight.

  The unexpected develop-
ments that began last Tuesday 
produced voluminous articles 
and interviews by Zimbabwe-
ans and western observers. 
Many expressed concerned 
that the stage-management by 

military officers was not the 
return to democracy that many 
had hoped.

  “Some citizens, rightfully 
desperate for change, say this is 
the best step toward some kind 
of reform, but it’s not,” wrote 
Glen Mpani, a Zimbabwean 
political analyst writing for the 
New York Times. “There is evi-
dence this intervention is driven 
by the self-interest of military 
generals rather than national 
interest, which makes prospects 
for economic and democratic 
reforms bleak.”

  “Handing power to the 
military will leave Zimba-
bweans at the mercy of a very 
unpredictable group that has 
rarely worked on behalf of the 
people,” he continued. “And 
military leadership will most 
certainly leave the people with 
an unpredictable future.

  “Coups are a regressive 
path to achieving democratic 
ends,” he concluded. “Once 
the army has settled in, its 
interests — not ours — will be 
the priority. Any prospects for 
reforming the country lie in re-
turning power to citizens — and 
for the army to respect civilian 
authority.” 

 R. Mugabe

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600 Third Avenue, 

2nd Floor,  
New York, NY 10016 $35.00 

per year.
newyorkbeacon.net
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REMEMBERING WALTER SMITH
Walter Smith: My Friend  
in Need and Friend Indeed
During the 70’s I was a 

contributing writer for 
Big Red, a weekly 

paper more popular-
ly known for its 
number  page 
than for its news. 
The owner of the 
paper was Wil-
liam Underwood. 
By the mid 80’s Un-
derwood was stepping 
aside and the new own-
er, Walter Smith, who 
had a longtime business 
relationship with Un-
derwood, took the helm 
with new incentives 
and progressive inno-
vations capped with 
the know how to make 
things happen in a big 
way.

Walter Smith was 
like a breath of fresh air 
with a business savvy 
that was apparent from 
the day he changed the 
name from Big Red 
to The New York Bea-
con and moved it lock, 
stock and barrel up from 
Brooklyn.

It was a coincident 
that Walter and I had the same sir name, Smith, we were not biologically related. 
However, working with Walter was a family affair and I was glad to be in the 
mix under his tutelage.

Walter, the visionary, challenged my thinking and encouraged my writing. I 
understood he wanted things decent and in order and when he asked for some-
thing, he expected a clear and precise response. He was a risk taker, willing to 
work it out to see if there was another way to get the result he was seeking. If 
you were willing to learn, he was ready to show you how. He wasn’t a sit-back 
head honcho watching from the side lines. Walter’s sleeves were rolled up, heart 
and hands actively involved in every aspect of the newspaper.

Walter was a man of all seasons, for all reasons. He was interested in what 
was going on in the community and in the world. That included all manner of 
business, especially computer technology. My first contact with understanding 
the workings of a computer was from Walter walking me through the process. 
He laughed at my love for my IBM typewriter.

It was wonderful to witness how Walter loved Miatta, his beautiful wife. To 
this day, I can hear his voice calling her name from his office to hers. I would 
smile and think something new could be on the horizon as the “dynamic duo” 
put their heads together.

One day Walter called both Miatta and me to his office. He said my new 
position would be woman’s editor and he wanted me to do something special 
about women. With Miatta’s chosen name, Wednesday’s Woman, I began a 
seven page pull-out section honoring African-American Woman on the Move, 
the first of its kind in a weekly newspaper.

In 1994, I was diagnosed with cancer. Uncertain as to what the outcome 
would be, surgery shut me down. Though I thought my faith was high, healing 
was slow and painful and depression was an ongoing battle. I had no idea what 
was ahead for me. I had no idea that Walter had a plan for me. Walter called 
me with a purpose and a plan he had already set in motion. He was coming 
to set up a computer that would merge with the Beacon’s network for me to 
submit work from home. Mail would be delivered at my house for editing and 
I would continue to write the woman’s section. He didn’t wait until he heard 
me cry out for help, Walter showed up and reminded me that hope was alive 
and God was still in charge.

When Walter began to travel to engage in other aspects of business in the 
south, he promoted me with Miatta’s approval, to managing editor of the 40-
page weekly newspaper. I was committed to work with Miatta to maintain the 
structure and continuity of Walter’s leadership. We rocked and I loved it.

In 2002, I retired from The New York Beacon to pursue my theatrical pro-
ductions full time. Many thoughts will come and go, but there are precious 
memories that are forever engraved on my heart. I wonder if I ever told Walter 
how much I still appreciate all that he did for me.

There are ways I can show my appreciation by 
honoring his life: To do my best as he encouraged me 
to do; to work hard; stay open and willing to learn 
something new. But most of all, I will proudly say... 
Walter Smith was always my friend in need, indeed!

Hazel Rosetta Smith
Former Managing Editor/Woman’s 
Editor
The New York Beacon

  
Walter was a great man. He 

knew his history, of the Black 
struggle and he would tell about 
it in such an interesting way.  
But most important he loved his 
family and especially his wife 
and children. They had a loving 
relationship. He will be missed.

Love you Walter
Ruth Clark

  
This is a great loss for the 

community.
Shirley Scott

Former Big Red employee

  
In 2014 Smith partnered with 

Pat Stevenson of the Harlem News 
and 10 other publishers to form 
NY Black Publishers, Inc. Pat 
Stevenson was voted the president 
of NY Black Publishers in her 
role to obtain group advertising 
contracts. “It was sometimes 
challenging to have a group with 
these big personalities, but Wal-
ter was the one who kept a cool 
head and inspired me to do what 
I had to do to get us business and 
to keep the group together, said 
Pat Stevenson.” She continued, 
“this is a tremendous loss for the 
community.”

Pat Stevenson
Publisher/Editor/CEO

Harlem Community Newspa-
pers, Inc.

  
W-izard

A-nointed
L-oving

T-alented
E-xcellence
R-equiem

 
S-parkle
M-ighty
I-ntellect
T-alented
H-umble

 
May God bless your soul, my 

friend Walter, and keep His loving 
Spirit around Miatta and Family.

Many blessings,
A. Curtis Farrow
President & CEO

Irving Street

  
Walter Smith was a dear and 

treasured friend. Over the years 
my wife Sandy and I shared many 
happy occasions with Miatta 
& Walter. Walter was an astute 
and seasoned entrepreneur who 
never hesitated to share his life 
experiences with those who could 
benefit from them. Walter and I 
also spent time on the golf course 
together. Now that was a treat. 
Walter entertained all for the en-
tire “19” holes.  Walter, you did a 
Great job on earth; now continue 
your mission with the Lord.

Until we meet again,
Bob Tate 

  
Miatta & family,
My sincerest condolences on the 

loss of your great, great patriarch. I 
shall forever be indebted to Walter 
for his giving me a break at the start 
of my career and for periodically 
sharing some sage advice that has 
served me well over the years. His 
passing has me reflecting on his gen-
erous, beautiful spirit. I regret that 
nothing in the power of my words 
can help fill the emptiness you feel 
in the wake of his passing. I suppose 
God creates that void for a reason, 
so that we deeply feel a loss as we 
mourn.  Walter’s arms were forever  
your treasured sanctuary. Now, your 
arms must serve as the circle he can 
never leave, however far he goes. 

In my prayers,
Kam Williams

  
For much of my life I have heard 

the saying “Men of Men.” Who is 
that? Walter Smith was publisher 
of Big Red. Throughout the years 
Walter serviced the community 
through the press. Big Red became 
a household name. Our newspaper. 
Our Black newspaper which pro-
vided us with the number as did 
the Daily News. A number that 
provided families with visions of 
homes, education and family needs 
such as college tuition-transpor-
tation- housing-food clothing-nu-
trition-health-babysitter. Big Red 
(which became The New York Bea-
con) which was edited and owned 
by Walter Smith and provided the 
Black Community the News from 
and for the Black Community as 
well as the possible Jackpot number 
of the week. Walter had the same 
Number that the Daily News had. 
His paper became an important 
source of information in the Black 
community. Walter Smith knew 
how to spotlight us with a Number. 
A Number that he did not create. A 
Number which was in many papers, 
the same Number. But he made 
that Number the Black Number. 
The White powers that existed pres-
ently turned that number and others 
into the Lotto which is now known 
throughout the world. Walter is and 
will always be the “Man.”

Jeanne Parnell

  
He was a visionary and excep-

tional role model with admirable 
values.  During one of the most 
challenging periods in my life, 
he and Miatta were my safety net.  
He will be sorely missed.  The 
suddenness of this event should 
remind us to ‘be kind to one an-
other.’  We never know when the 
last time you see someone will be 
the last time. It was my duty to try 
to provide the honor he deserved.

Adrienne Rhodes
Former Chairman and Ex-

ecutive Director NYS Consum-
er Protection Board

  
Walter Smith (Mr. Smith) was 

a man of integrity and a man of 
conviction.

The Black Press has lost a giant 
in the industry and he will be truly 
missed.

Pauline Barfield, President
Barfield Public Relations Inc.



B
E

A
C

O
N

, N
ov

em
be

r 
23

 –
 N

ov
em

be
r 

29
, 2

01
7 

ne
w

yo
rk

be
ac

on
.n

et

10

Premiere IT Man & Beacon 
Led Black Press To The 
Information Super-Highway
It seems light years ago that a Brooklyn newspaper renowned for 

being a numbers’ sheet transformed to deliver current and relevant 
news to the Black community. Revolutionized from its former 

Big Red banner, The New York Beacon found a place on the city’s 
newsstands promising alternative reporting from community reporters.

Walter Smith took the reins as publisher and was determined his 
publication would secure a prominent place in this competitive media 
market where the Black press was abysmally under-represented.

One of Smith’s first initiatives was to unite Black publishers by 
encouraging ownership of computers. Savvy with the systems Smith 
offered to build and service desktops for use at each publication. 

The idea may seem novel at this juncture but scissors, glue and 
paper were the dominant instruments commonly used back then be-
fore mock-ups were sent to expensive printers for final publication.

Smith wanted to cut out the middleman. Smith took his idea to 
members of the National Association of Black Publishers urging each 
and every member to invest in owning personal desk tops.

In the meantime, each Thursday his forward-thinking, cooperative 
proposal was exemplified by a transformation that gradually estab-
lished The New York Beacon as a reputable addition to the Black press.

Unfortunately many Black publishers were slow to act, and because 
of the warp speed action by the technological industry, more than a 
few missed out. It cannot be understated that in addition to presenting 
opportunities for independent, community individuals to report news 
pertinent to the Black community, Walter Smith also made an indelible 
impression on the Black press industry by petitioning publishers to 
move with the times. Because of Walter Smith, The Beacon shines.

Vinette K. Pryce

REMEMBERING WALTER SMITH
  

So sorry to hear about the tran-
sition of an amazing publisher, 
husband, father and friend.  Hoping 
that Miatta and family, the Beacon 
Family and all friends will take 
comfort in those who have nothing 
but wonderful things to say about 
Walter Smith. He made his mark. 
We had the best of times. Wish 
he could have stayed much longer. 
Only God knows best. Again, my 
deepest condolences - this is a sad 
day for us all.  Walter Smith will 
be missed.

Blessings,
Margot L. Jordan

International Photojournalist

  
This is devastating news and I 

can only imagine how Miatta must 
feel. Walter was a larger than life 
character, a man of principled be-
liefs and ideas yet also a man who 
understood and embraced change 
and evolution. Quiet but strong, 
firm in his perspectives yet always 
open to hearing other views and 
concepts, he was easy to like while 
commanding a level of respect he 
didn’t seek but richly deserved. His 
passing is one of those moments in 
history destined to become integral-
ly significant in the story of Black 
newspapers, publishing and media 
and I mourn the loss of a man who I 
saw as a great husband, father, busi-
nessman and friend.  My heart is 
full and so this is just an outpouring 
of feelings and thoughts as I come to 
grips with the news as it sinks in... 
I’m happy to say I knew him. Happy 
to know I worked alongside him and 
had the blessing of being able to 
learn from him. I haven’t called too 
many men ‘mentors’ in my lifetime 
but Walter was certainly one and 
I’ll miss him. 

Ru-El 

  
To One of Brooklyn’s Finest -- A 

legend and pioneer
You will for certain be missed 

but never forgotten. 
Walter T. Mosley

Brooklyn Assemblyman

  
Walter Smith was a dear friend 

that I will surely miss. He was an 
expert in developing media outlets 
that communicated his embodiment 
of ideals throughout the community 
and were enhanced by his vision of 
the American dream. His voice was 
clear with a trustworthy opinion that 
many of us will miss. I recognize 
and respect his approach to nav-
igating through these interesting 
times, but this relentlessness had 
become his signature triumph. His 
love of life welcomed a string of 
great friends. He will be missed, but 
the love he shared with your family 
and friends will always be with us. 
I feel Blessed to have enjoyed his 
friendship. 

Diane Thompson

  
Farewell To A Newspaper Titan 

-- ‘Nuff Said!
Audrey J. Bernard

Remembering A Pioneer, Leader and A Friend
My first introduction to the 

esteemed Walter Smith were 
on the pages of the iconic and 

legendary, Big Red News. His racing 
column, like the boxing column penned 
by Marion Boykin would later do for 
Mr. Smith’s New York Beacon, took 
the Big Red News to both a higher level 
of journalism and creditability. While 
too establishing him as the foremost 
practioner of the ‘’sport of kings.” And 

without question being the foremost 
and elite in African-American 

journalism.
Always 

deftly and 
stylishly 
attired, 
w i t h  a 

smile, 

Mr. Smith was going to both keep a 
promise and elevate not only his soon 
to be purchased newspaper but New 
York city journalism as well. They 
say you can tell a lot about a man 
by whom his spouse is. When one 
first saw and met his gorgeous wife, 
the lovely Mrs. Miatta Smith, one 
knew he was a man blessed with a 
spouse of both beauty and intellect. 
 Working constantly, hard and aided by 
his lovely and intelligent wife, he birthed 
the New York Beacon. Keeping a prom-
ise to the late Big Red founder and CEO 
Mr. Underwood and again elevating 
both African-American and American 
media which also aids the world. As 
CEO and owner of the Beacon and our 
boss, his door and mind was both always 
open to conversation, ideas to better 
the Beacon and always appreciated and 
considered.  Mr. Smith always told me 
the paper always had some space for a 
story penned by Doc Stanley.

But beyond that his kindness and pro-
fessionalism always displayed to me was 
something one can’t put into words.  Just 
like words can never describe the elated 
feeling, the pride and humbleness he 
bestowed upon me.  Our iconic and leg-
endary entertainment editor, Don ‘’The 
Don’’ Thomas called me via phone to 
inform me on an entertainment piece I had 
done for him would be allowed just that 
one time. Don told me, ‘’Mr. Smith said, 
Doc Stanley is an expert at what he does.’’ 

How do you not respect, love and 
miss a man of his caliber that thinks 
of you like that? It was both an honor 
and privilege to work with and for him. 
An honor to know and be befriended 
by him. Now all of us who pen and use 
words redundantly can’t find them to 
express our appreciation, shock and sor-
row. He was one of kind and we thank 
GOD he lived during our time.

TRUST*IN*GOD
Doc Stanley

Walter Smith… In Memoriam 
I had arrived in New York on October 

25, 1987. That trip, which departed 
from Santo Domingo, in my native 

Dominican Republic, was intended to 
acquire equipment and parts for cars, 
which would supply the demands I 
was having in my establishment called 
“overseas engines”, but resulted in an 
exile robbery 14 year of my life as an 
exercise journalist, owner of a print-
er and an importer of tires. Joaquín 
Balaguer’s illustrated dictatorship had 
elaborated a macabre plan that, in the 
knowledge of a friend and at the same 
time official of the Embassy of the 
United States, was communicated to 
me with the warning to procure the way 
to stay in the U.S.

History would be long, if it were 
my purpose to tell it here. It is not the 
purpose, but to say, in a nutshell, that 
the circumstances were becoming more 

and more averse to my stay, because the 
money had invested and in a moment, 
I decided to give the equipment to a 
friend I found in the streets of the Big 
Apple, and that he was already packing 
to return to Santo Domingo.

A newspaper project had been drawn 
up by friends of Haitian origin, but it 
did not come to fruition. It was in that 
circumstance that I met a young Afri-
can-American who was dedicated to 
the layout of diaries, and that in my saw 
skills that, I understood, would serve a 
lot to Walter Smith, who every week to 
deliveries of the weekly Big Red and 
The New York Beacon. I take my hands 
and introduce myself to the editor and 
his right hand, Fred Richardson.

When I met Walter Smith, my life 
underwent a radical change. The forced 
stay seemed different to me. And so, it 
was. Walter Smith did everything in his 

power to teach me part of what I did not 
know in the newspaper edition of the 
nature of his weekly, and especially as 
to how to design them.

The theory and practice led me to 
work for Walter, Miatta, his distin-
guished wife, Don Thomas and all the 
staff of The New York Beacon, and to 
gain the appreciation of people who 
now constituted my new family. My 
passage through The New York Bea-
con and my spontaneous departure in 
search of New Horizons was engraved 
in my heart, and only a few words of 
gratitude could offer now to a figure 
that surely enjoys the company of the 
Supreme Being. Thank you, Walter, 
thank you very much and God you of 
the place that you won in your passage 
by the Earth.

Eulalio Almonte Rubiera
(PresenciaRD editor)
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Wednesday’s Woman
It’s her turn:  Diana Ross receives Lifetime American Music Award

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Women’s Editor

DIANA ROSS -- Many 
folks are saying it’s 
about time.  And many 

more are asking what took them 
so long.  And even more are 
saying, “I thought she had won 
already.”  The inquiries were 
laid to rest during the American 
Music Awards Sunday, Novem-
ber 19, 2017 at Microsoft The-
ater in Los Angele, California 
when the consummate perform-
er was honored with a lifetime 
achievement award during this 
year’s ceremony, celebrating a 
stellar career spanning six de-
cades.  During an introductory 
video Diana was introduced by 
the former President and First 
Lady.  “People from the age of 
8 to 80, know every word of 
Diana’s songs and her artistry 
resonates with folks every race, 
background and walk of life,” 
said former First Lady Michelle 
Obama.  “Today her voice is 
still as pure, her beauty is unde-
niable, and her showmanship is 
on point as back when she was 
a Supreme.”  Former President 
Barack Obama added, “When 
we heard Diana Ross was get-
ting the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, our first reaction was, 
‘She doesn’t have it yet?’”  Then 
Miss Ross appeared onstage in 
a purple tulle coat over a black 
form fitting gown and opera 
length gloves signing her hit 
song, “I’m Coming Out.”  She 
then sang several of her hit 
songs and invited her grandchil-
dren on stage to dance as she 
sang “Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough.”  Her grandson Ra-
heem Kendrick stole the show, 
splits and all!  Then she asked 
the rest of her family to join 

her onstage as she accepted the 
award from her daughter Tracee 
Ellis Ross who served as host of 
the show surrounded by Rhon-
da Ross Kendrick, Ross Naess 
and his wife, Kimberly Ryan, 
Evan Ross, his wife, Ashlee 

Simpson, their daughter, Jagger 
Snow Ross, and Ashlee’s son, 
Bronx Mowgli Wentz, Chudney 
Ross, Callaway Lane, Smokey 
Robinson and Berry Gordy.  
(Photos by Getty Images for 
American Music Awards)
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PUB: The Jewish Press & NY Beacon & NY Daily Challenge & Our Time Press & India Abroad
Market: New York, Long Island, Westchester, Rockland, Brooklyn
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OVER 4 MILLION WEEKLY WINNERS

©2017 New York Lottery. You must be 18 or older to purchase a lottery ticket. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 
For help with problem gambling, call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369). nylottery.ny.gov

NYC Mission Society feeds over 300 at annual Thanksgiving feast

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

The celebrated New York 
City Mission Society re-
ceived thanks and praise 

from more than 300 apprecia-
tive attendees at their 14th An-
nual Thanksgiving Harvest 
Community Dinner at Minis-
ink Townhouse in Harlem on 
Thursday, November 16, 2017. 
The feast which kicked off an 
annual gathering of community 
participants giving thanks for 
their blessings took place in 
the large auditorium and was 
the perfect start to the holiday 
season. New York City Mis-
sion Society alumni and staff, 
Board Members, community 
members, and volunteers — 
including New York Mission 
City Society SVP of Devel-
opment and External Affairs 

Kenita Lloyd — served a de-
licious meal of turkey and all 
the trimmings. From the stage 
students in the nonprofit’s af-
terschool free music education 
program GRIOT performed 
and set the tone for a joyful 
jamboree which was under-
written by New York Mission 
City Society Board Mem-
bers Jean Shafiroff and Jay 
Moorhead. “The families we 

serve face numerous challeng-
es each day, and the holidays 
can be especially tough,” said 
New York City Mission Soci-
ety President Elsie McCabe 
Thompson. “This time of year 
is a chance to give thanks and to 
give back, so I thank our board 
members Jean Shafiroff and 
Jay Moorhead, our commu-
nity members, staff, and other 
volunteers for coming together 
on this night to start the holiday 
season off on a high note. This 
is what the holidays are all 
about.” New York State Sen-
ator Brian Benjamin greet-
ed attendees, and Reverend 
Anthony Iroh of St. Charles 

Borromeo Church delivered 
an invocation before everyone 
sat down to turkey, stuffing, side 
dishes, desserts, and beverages 
donated by area businesses 

and individuals. This year’s 
sponsors and volunteer groups 
included Chase, Nike, Kohl’s 
and Whole Foods. Earlier in 
the week, the Mission Society 
continued its tradition of dis-
tributing turkeys to community 
members to help create a festive 
Thanksgiving. The turkeys were 
donated by St. Francis Food 
Pantries & Shelters.  (Photos 
by Krista Kennell/PMC) 

About the New York City Mission Society
The New York City Mission Society has been on the frontlines 
of the war on poverty for more than 200 years.  Today, our 
progressive portfolio of educational, workforce development, 
cultural enrichment, and community-building programs, make 
a positive, long-term impact on the City’s most underserved 
communities by promoting academic achievement, and provid-
ing career opportunities and cultural enrichment.  Each year, we 
serve more than 10,000 children and families throughout New 
York City with our programs, supportive services, and commu-
nity events. Learn more at http://www.nycmissionsociety.org.

Jean Shafiroff, Senator Brian 
Benjamin, Kenita Lloyd

Jean Shafiroff, Elsie McCabe Thompson, Jay Moorhead, Father 
Anthony Iroh, Francis Kairson, Natasha Das, Emily Mohr, and 
Cole Rumbough served hundreds of community members to kick 
off the holiday season in Harlem.

NYC Mission Society volunteer 
servers

Thanksgiving diners
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BLACK FRIDAY PRICES IN EFFECT 11/22-11/25/17. Merchandise will be on sale at these & other sale prices through 1/2/2018, except as noted.

MACY’S

BLACK
FRIDAY
DOORBUSTERS
IN STORE: 5PM THURS-2AM FRI, 6AM-1PM FRI & 8AM-1PM SAT
Hours may vary by store. Go to macys.com & click stores for local information.

ONLINE: SHOP ALL DAY THURS-SAT AT MACYS.COM/BLACKFRIDAY

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE WITH $49 PURCHASE
Valid 11/22-11/25. Exclusions apply; see macys.com/freereturns

PLUS, FURNITURE, MATTRESS & AREA RUG SUPER BUYS NOW-CYBER MONDAY

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, Super Buys, 
athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, watches, cosmetics/fragrances, designer handbags, designer jewelry/
watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, select licensed 
depts., previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select 
tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Anova, Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, 
Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Briggs & Riley, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Demeyere, Destination Maternity, Dyson, 
Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Global Cutlery, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Judith Leiber, Karastan, kate spade new york, 
Kenneth Cole men’s shoes, Kiehl’s, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, 
select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, Original Penguin, 
Panache, Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, S’well, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The 
North Face, Theory, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Uttermost, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, 
ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. 
Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount 
or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings 
% applied to reduced prices.

 MACY’S CARD/SAVINGS PASS DOESN’T APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS

SELECT SALE IN STORE AND SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE ONLINE: CLOTHING & 
ACCESSORIES. EXTRA 15% OFF SELECT SALE IN STORE AND SELECT SALE &  
CLEARANCE ONLINE: JEWELRY, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, LINGERIE, SWIM 
FOR HER; MEN’S SUIT SEPARATES & SPORT COATS AND HOME ITEMS. USE YOUR 
MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS 11/22-11/25/17. MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: HURRY 

See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

20% OFF
EXTRA

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, watches, cosmetics/fragrances, designer 
handbags, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, select licensed depts., previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart 
watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Anova, Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Briggs 
& Riley, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Demeyere, Destination Maternity, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Global Cutlery, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Judith Leiber, Karastan, kate spade new york, Kenneth 
Cole men’s shoes, Kiehl’s, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, 
Original Penguin, Panache, Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, S’well, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Uttermost, Vans, 
Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, 
extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE ON SELECT SALE IN STORE AND SELECT 
SALE & CLEARANCE ONLINE: CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS. USE YOUR MACY’S 
CARD OR THIS PASS 11/22 3PM-CLOSING, 11/23 5PM-2AM, 11/24 6AM-1PM & 
11/25 8AM-1PM. ONLINE ALL DAY 
MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: HURRY25 
See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE ON SELECT SALE IN STORE AND SELECT SALE & 
CLEARANCE ONLINE: CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS. USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR THIS 
PASS 11/22 3PM-CLOSING, 11/23 5PM-2AM, 11/24 6AM-1PM, 11/25 8AM-1PM.  
ONLINE ALL DAY. MACYS.COM  
PROMO CODE: HURRY50
See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

$10 OFF $20 OFF 

 MACY’S CARD/SAVINGS PASS DOESN’T APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS
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20th Annual

Praise Dance Celebration at First 
Baptist Church of Crown Heights

Edited By Don Thomas

The  Dance  Min i s t r y 
of  the First  Bapt ist 
C h u r c h  o f  C r o w n 

Heights in Brooklyn, New 
York, recently held it’s 20th 
Annual Praise Dance Cele-
bration. The Dance Ministry 
consists of God’s Angels, 
Friends In Christ and the 
Women Of Substance, un-
der the spiritual guidance 
of Deacon Esther Tyler and 
Sister Tracey McFarlin.

This year the Celebration 
theme was “Guiding Our 
Feet to Worship and Serve.” 
The Celebration featured 
dance ministries from the 
metropolitan area.  There 
a re  min i s t r i es  t hat  have 
been fellowshipping with 
Fi rst  Bapt ist  for  severa l 
years and some new fellow-
ships have been formed. It 
was an awesome sight to 
see the dance ministries in 
the processional  with an 
array of colorful garments 
of praise.

The program opened with 
a spirited welcome delivered 
by The Reverend Dr. Daryl 

G. Bloodsaw, Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Crown 
Heights  fo l lowed by the 
Dance Ministry performing 
to “Father, Jesus, Spirit.”

During the program, the 
individual dance ministries 
each brought forth a praise 
dance that  gave God the 
Glory. God’s Angels minis-
tered to “Wailin’ to Danc-
ing,” “Say Yes” and an all 
time favorite “God Favored 
Me.”

The Friends In Christ and 
the Women Of Substance 
ministered to “Yesterday” 
and “I Am.” A special treat 
was the reunion of several 
original members of Friends 
In Christ who ministered to 
“More than I can Bear” a 
dance that was performed 
at the first celebration 20 
years ago.

This year the anointing 
filled the sanctuary from the 
beginning until the finale 
which was the last dance 
to “Every Praise.” The con-
gregation was worshipping 
and praising throughout the 
celebration. (Photos: Lem 
Peterkin)Tracey McFarlin and Easter Tyler accepting a token of appreciation from Rev. Daryl G. Bloodsaw

The First Baptist Church Of Crown Height Dance Ministries Canon Baptist Church Dance Ministries



15

B
E

A
C

O
N

, N
ovem

ber 23 – N
ovem

ber 29, 2017 new
yorkbeacon.net

Legal Defense Fund Justice Awards Dinner raises $2.8 million

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

The NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational 
Fund, Inc. (LDF) held 

its 31st Annual National Equal 
Justice Awards Dinner (NE-
JAD) on Thursday, November 
2, 2017 at Cipriani 42nd Street 
in New York City. Themed The 
Moment is Now, the astonish-
ing affair raised an impressive 
$2.8 million to benefit LDF in 
advancing its important mis-
sion. “The Moment that we’re 
currently facing is a moment 
where we are forced to face the 
fragility of what we fought for 
and what we’ve won.”

In addition to paying tribute 
to the tremendous work LDF 
has done in the past year to 
defend civil rights, the premium 
legal organization celebrated 
three truly special individuals 
who are driven by the same 
principles of equality and jus-
tice that guide LDF’s efforts

In her remarks, LDF’s Pres-
ident and Director-Coun-
sel Sherrilyn Ifill addressed 
the difficulty and urgency of 
this moment: “Now more than 
ever, we recognize that the work 
we do today will shift the tide 
of history, impacting equality 
and justice for generations to 
come. The moment to take 
action is now.”

The honorees were: Agnes 
Gund, Art for Justice Fund, win-
ner of the National Equal Justice 
Award;  John Legend, Gram-
my Award-winning singer and 
songwriter, winner of the Spirit 
of Justice Award; and Howard 
Schultz, chairman of Starbucks, 
winner of the National Equal 
Justice Award.

“For more than 75 years, the 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund has worked diligently to 
challenge issues that go against 
fundamental civil and human 
rights,” said Ifill. “We are proud 
to honor John, Howard and 
Agnes as they are committed to 

using their voices and platforms 
to help us in this fight.”

LDF extended special thanks 
to everyone who helped make 
this year’s illustrious event tri-
umphant in every way with spe-

cial mention to honorary chairs 
Mellody Hobson and George 
Lucas, co-chairs Angela Vallot 
and Kim Koopersmith, host 
Jonathan Capehart, LDF’s 

honorees, donors, attendees, 
and the entire LDF staff. (Pho-
tos by Dave Kotinsky/Getty Im-
ages for NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, Inc.)

AUDREY'S SOCIETY WHIRL

About LDF
The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund (LDF) is the 
country’s first and foremost civil and human rights law firm.  
Founded in 1940 under the leadership of Thurgood Marshall, 
who subsequently became the first African-American U.S. Su-
preme Court Justice, LDF was launched at a time when the na-
tion’s aspirations for equality and due process of law were stifled 
by widespread state-sponsored racial inequality.  From that era 
to the present, LDF’s mission has always been transformative: to 
achieve racial justice, equality, and an inclusive society. 

Jordan Schultz, Breanna Schultz, Howard Schultz, Sheri Schul-
tz, Addison Schultz,Tal Hirshberg Angela Vallot, John Legend, Ifill, Kim Koopersmith

Janai Nelson, Agnes Gund, Sherrilyn Ifill, Darren Walker Host Jonathan Capehart

Sherrilyn Ifill, Gerald 
Adolph, Janai Nelson, 
Steven Pfeiffer

Mel Watt, Sherrilyn Ifill, 
David Kendall

Janai Nelson, Theodore 
Shaw

Sherrilyn Ifill, Crystal 
McCrary

George Wallerstein, Elaine 
Jones

MC Jonathan Capehart Sherrilyn Ifill, Bryant 
Gumbel

Luis Penalver, Elizabeth 
Davis

Sherrilyn Ifill, John Legend

Mellody Hobson, Howard Schultz, Sherri-
lyn Ifill

Tanya Lewis Lee, Melody Hobson, LaTanya 
Richardson Jackson Janai Nelson, Howard Schultz, Debra Lee
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By Dedra N. Tate#HotOffThePress

Dedra N. Tate

A STREET CORNER NAMED LAVIERA…

It was poetic justice, as 
family and friends of Tato 
Laviera filled the streets in 

front of East Harlem’s Taino 
Towers for a double celebra-
tion…the unveiling of a four 
story mural and street naming 
ceremony in his honor.

The proud Puerto Rican 
born Jesus Abraham La-
viera Sanchez, affectionately 
known as Tato, grew to become 
a world-renowned poet and 
activist whose prolific career 
spanned over four decades. 
Although he enjoyed many 
creative successes, at one point, 
Laviera found himself homeless 
and thanks to the relentless 
efforts of Maria Cruz, execu-
tive director of Taino Towers 
(TT), he was able to call TT 
home until he passed away from 
complications of diabetes in 
2013. Since then, his family and 
high-profile supporters have 
been on a mission to have the 

corner of 123rd & 2nd Avenue 
named after him.

On hand for this joyous 
occasion, which included a 
star studded poetic concert, 
were Laviera’s daughter Ella 
Laviera and his sister Ruth 
Sanchez, who both spoke beau-
tifully about his life and legacy, 
niece Noelia Quinones, neph-
ew Alexi Quinones and scores 
of extended family and friends.

The beautiful afternoon 
program kicked off with an 
introduction by New York 
City Council Speaker Melis-
sa Mark-Viverito, followed 
by emotional tributes. The 
non-stop program flowed to 
perfection thanks to emcee/
family member Ralph Mer-
cado III. The podium was 
perfectly placed with a back-

drop of the four-story high 
mural of Laviera, created by 
Don Rimx. Thanks to Cruz, 
Rimx was able to live in Tato’s 
apartment during the creation 
process, which he says gave 
him the ability to channel his 
greatness.

Tribute speakers included 
Edwin Melendez, director for 
The Center for Puerto Rican 
Studies at Hunter College and 
poetic royalty graced the mic, 
one by one, with outstanding 
performances accompanied by 
Grammy nominated drummer, 
percussionist and multi-cultural 
warrior Bobby Sanabria. Sery 
Colon, founder/owner/manager 
of Agueybana Bookstore per-
formed Laviera’s Dona Cisa 
y su Anafre; poet/community 
activist Maria Aponte per-
formed Tato’s Mujer Conga; 
Jesus Papoleto Melendez one 
of the founding poets of the 

Nuyorican poetry movement 
read a portion of his original 
Tocayo Jesus y Jesus; poet, 
author, educator and activ-
ist Nancy Mercado read her 
original titled Tato Laviera, 
poet/actor/literary editor and 
educator Jose Angel Figueroa 
performed Tato’s famous poem 
AmeRican and the program 
closed out with news reporter/
anchor Felipe Luciano, who 
delivered a powerful political 
message about the current state 
of Puerto Rico and Puerto Ri-

cans in America, followed by a 
tearful performance of and an 
original poem he simply titled 
Tato.

The highlight of the af-
ternoon came as the Laviera 
family walked from the TT 
courtyard to the street corner, 
followed by a massive crowd, 
to collectively pull the off the 
drape unveiling the new street 
sign that adorns a name that 
will now live forever, Jesus 
“Tato” Laviera Way. (Photos 
by: Dedra N. Tate)

Tato Laviera Mural at Taino 
Tower

Ruth Sanchez, Susan Taylor, Councilman Bill Perkins, Dr. Greg 
Page, Maria Cruz

Bobby Sanabria, Nancy 
Mercado

Sery ColonMaria Aponte

Edwin Melendez, Ella Laviera, Maria Cruz, Ruth Sanchez, Melissa 
Mark-Viverito

Family & Friends hold commemorative street sign Felipe Luciano

Jesus Papoleto Melendez

Mural Artist, Don Rimx Jose Angel Figueroa
Laviera’s niece Noelia Qui-
nones, Nephew Alexi Quinones Ella Laviera & FamilyEmcee Ralph Mercado III
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USA: CURRENT AFFAIRS
President Trump’s Homeland 

Security Administration will end its 
Temporary Protection Status pro-
gram, which allows about 59,000 
Haitians to live, work and remain in 
the US after the 2010 earthquake. The 
TPS ends for Haitians on July 2019 
or they will face deportation. Did 
Florida-based Haitians bargain with 
Trump for favors when they called to 
give him their support last year? Re-
mittances from the Haitian Diaspora, 
mostly from the USA, totaled $2.36 
billion in 2016, which is about 25% 
of Haiti’s national revenues. 

More than 140,000 Puerto Ricans, 

who are American citizens, have re-
located to Florida since the Category 
5 Hurricane Maria touched down on 
their island. Approximately 10-14% 
of Puerto Rico’s population of close 
to 4 million, is considering reloca-
tion to the US mainland. If the trend 
continues through 2020, they will 
outnumber Cuban Americans as the 
largest Latino voting bloc in Florida. 
US energy giant CON EDISON has 
dispatched a team of 120 NY engi-
neers and tech specialists , headed 
by Orville Cocking to restore power 
to Puerto Rico.

ART/CULTURE
BOOKS: Congratulations to writ-

er professor Jesmyn Ward, winner of 
the 2017 National Book Award for fic-
tion for her novel, “SING, UNBUR-
IED, SING.” A Mississippi native, 
Ward is one of the 2017 MacArthur 
Genius Award recipients. She won 
the 2011 National Book Award in 
fiction for her novel, “SALVAGE 
THE BONES.” Ward’s protagonists 
are usually poor Black American 
Southerners..

T he 11/19 NY Times Bestseller 
non fiction book list is filled with 
stories about Black folk, including 
OBAMA, by Peter Souza, the Pres-
ident’s White House photographer, 
which is a 300+ pictorial essay, tops 
the list at # ; “Hacks” by Donna Bra-
zile, who was Acting DNC Chair, 
dishes insider dirt about Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 presidential bid, #6 ; 
“We Were Eight Years In Power” is a 
book of essays by Ta-Nehesi Coates, 
about the Obama presidency, #10; and 
“Astrophysics For People In a Hurry,” 
by Dr. Neil DeGrasse Tyson, # 15

Herb Boyd, author/journalist/pro-
fessor, is a nominee for the NAACP 
Image Awards 2017 for Outstanding 
Literary Work, Non Fiction, for his 
book “BLACK DETROIT: a People’s 
History of Self Determination.”

WGO BOOK NOTES: Presi-
dent Trump’s recent visit to Asia 
aroused interest in his ports of call. 
VIET NAM: Enoch Buckery wrote 
his memoir “FROM HARLEM TO 
VIETNAM AND BACK, Simply A 
Black Marine’s Combat Experience 
In Southeast Asia.” The B.F. Gaulman 
novel, DANANG POSTSCRIPTS, 
whose protagonist , a Black American 
Marine recounts the horrors of his 
life at DaNang Air Force base during 
the Viet Nam war. Both books are 
muscular anti-war polemics.

CHINA: Former National Secu-
rity Advisor and US Ambassador 
Susan Rice’s wrote a NY Times 
op-ed, HOW TRUMP IS MAKING 
CHINA GREAT AGAIN. She con-
cludes that his recent Asian tour, 
“has left the U.S. more isolated and 
in retreat, handing leadership of the 
newly-christened, “Indo Pacific” to 
China on a silver platter.”

MORE READING 1) Read the 
Alexis Coates’ Black Business Re-
view essay, “ Human Behavior Expert 
Provides Solution To Global Racism 
and Religious Conflict!” about Edgar 
Ridley She is referencing Ridley’s 
books, “The Golden Apple: Chang-
ing the Structure of Civilization,” 
Volumes 1& 2 which examine “how 
symbolic thinking impacts human be-

havior.” Book should be required 
reading for nations plagued by do-
mestic turmoil and confusion like 
the USA, the Middle East, Africa, 
and Asia!

2) Read the New Republic Maga-
zine essay “AFTER THE N.A.A.C.P,” 
a talk with its former president, Ben 
Jealous about his and the organiza-
tion’s future. An investor/educator 
and Democrat, Jealous is a candidate 
for the 2018 Gubernatorial race. A 
biracial American, whose white dad 
and Black mom, were educators in 
Maryland, who married in 1966, 
one year before the LOVING case 
immortalized in the Hollywood film, 
went before the US Supreme Court.

APOLLO HOLIDAYS: The 
Apollo Theater 2017 compares and 
surpasses the best of Manhattan’s 
midtown shows. Located at _ West 
125 Street The Apollo boasts a De-
cember pot pourri of family-friendly 
entertainment beginning with Ballet 
Hispanico, 12/1&2, which is followed 
by the 26th Annual Double Dutch Hol-
iday Classic on 12/3. Holiday Joy is a 
Gospel Celebration with uber talents 
Yolanda Adams, Donnie McClurkin 
and the Greater Allen Cathedral 
Choir, on 12 16. The Showtime At the 
Apollo 12/20 Christmas show, hosted 
by Steve Harvey with performances 
by Snoop Dogg, Boys II Men, Fifth 
Harmony and DMX. The Annual 
Kwanzaa Celebration with Abdel 
Salaam’s Forces of Nature Dance 
Theater and Les Nubians is set for 
12/30. And this is just an abbreviated 
list. Visit Apollotheater.org. 

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

NEW YORK, NY
BROOKLYN: NY1 TV News 

reports that the economic health of 
a number of historic Black churches 
in Bedford Stuyvesant is on life 
support! Why, for the same reasons 
which haunted their Harlem coun-
terparts: gentrification, declining 
church attendance, rising property 
values. An aside, remember the 
story about the Brooklyn bakery 
that only gave trick or treat items 
to white kids on 10/31. Almost half 
dozen BedStuy Black Churches 
are up for sale with asking prices 
of $2.l5 to $6 million. They are 
Cornerstone Baptist, on Madison 
Street; Antioch Church of Our Lord 
Jesus; on Bedford Avenue; The 
Living Stone Baptist Church on 
Pulaski; and the Metropolitan Mis-
sionary Baptist on Halsey. The John 
Wesley United Methodist church 
is for sale yet but Rev. Ebenezer 
Aduku prays for divine intervention 
and more than 70 congregants.

According to 11/16 Gotham 
Gazette story, “City Increasingly 
Paying Back Rent to Keep Tenants 
from Homelessness” may explain 
the flattened numbers of NYC 
homelessness. Gotham Gazette 
and other media say that the NYC 

initiative during Mayor De Blasio’s 
watch has paid more than in $551 
million, through the NYC Human 
Resources Administration, in rent 
arrears to curb homelessness since 
2014. 

WHAT’S GOING ONBy Victoria Horsford 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Zimbabwe President Robert Mug-

abe, 93, who consolidated power 
for 37 years there, was placed un-
der house arrest, on November 15, 
stripped of his power by the nation’s 
army. Action is not referenced as 
a coup. In a televised message on 
Sunday, a defiant Mugabe refused to 
resign. He was expelled as the ZANU 
party leader. It was the expulsion of 
Zimbabwe VP, Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa, two weeks ago to make his 
wife Grace Mugabe next in line for 
the presidency, that triggered this 
crisis. Zanu has elevated Mnangagwa 
to party leader and nominated him 
as its 2018 presidential candidate. 
Bowing to pressure, Mugabe resigned 
on 11/21.

Newly-elected Angolan president 
Joao Lourenco, has ousted Isabel dos 
Santos as the nation’s oil chief. She is 
the daughter of former Angolan pres-
ident Jose Eduardo dos Santos, who 
clung to power for almost 40 years. 
An oil economy, Angola is Africa’s 

second largest oil producer. Isabel is 
considered Africa’s wealthiest wom-
an with a net worth of $3.5 billion

NEWSMAKERS
Belated SCORPIO birthday greet-

ings to Justin Khan; Kim Weston- 
Moran, and Carrie Simpson.

Happy Birthday greetings to 
SAGITTARIANS, including Joseph 
Anderson; Senator Brian Benjamin; 
Grace Blake; politico Cordell Cleare; 
Cornell Professor Carol Boyce Da-
vies; educator Copper Cunningham; 
arts guru Darryl T. Downing; George 
Faison; PR executive Fern Gillespie; 
Karlen Grant; Richard Habersham 
III; writers Peter Alan Harper and 
Sheryl Huggins; Kwaku Horsford; 
APEX general contractor Robert 
Horsford; realtor/socialite Joyce Mul-
lins-Jackson; Brownstone’s Princess 

Jenkins ; Mary Leonard; Rosalinda 
McIntosh; fine arts master Otto Ne-
als; Theresa O’Neal; Professor Linda 
Ridley; Attorney Ernst Perodin; edu-
cator Jane Small; journalist Eric Tate; 
Shawn Walker; Attorney Gail Wright 
Sirmans: and Mapple Walker

RIP: Walter Smith, Jr, 83, publish-
er of the NY Beacon and Philadelphia 
Observer newspapers, died. He will 
be funeralized on Friday, December 
1, 2017, Visitation: 11 am/ Service: 
12 noon, at the St Forts Funeral 
Home, located at 16480 NE 19th 
Avenue, No..Miami Beach, Florida 
33162. Telephone 305 940.1428.

Rev. Ebenezer Aduku

Robert Mugabe

Jesmyn Ward

Yolanda Adams
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Introducing

Rory Lipede THE RIDE’s Shining Star

Where ever Rory Li-
pede performs, she 
wins Awards. As THE 

RIDE’S leading lady, she has 
been named The “Most Enter-
taining Tour Guide” in New 
York City. She was awarded 

the coveted Gold Star as the 
Leading Licensed Navigator on 
THE RIDE tour bus.

As the storyteller for The 
Downtown Experience tour 
bus Rory has been unanimously 
acclaimed by every Press Outlet 

that has reviewed her.
As a young concert pianist 

she was honored with the Mid-
dle America Musical Soloist 
Award.

Lipede an apprentice with 
the Broadway Theatre Project, 
was featured with Anne Rein-
king and the late Tape Dancer/
Actor Gregory Hines. Rory has 
also danced with the St. Louis 
Ballet, the Boston Ballet and 
the Central Pennsylvania Ballet.

She won the Irene Ryan 
Award at The Kennedy Center, 
the GLADD Award, and was 
named The Best NY Fringe 
Performer and Backstage’s 
Actor of the Year while being 
nominated for the Kevin Kline 
Best Actor Award.

As an actor, director, cho-
reographer and designer in 
Regional Theatres across the 
country, Rory has received 
more than 25 major awards for 

her outstanding efforts. She has 
received kudos for her work at 
The Players Club, The New 
Dramatists, Manhattan The-
atre Club, The 24th Festival on 
Broadway, The Public Theater, 
Summer Stage, Manhattan Rep-
ertory Theatre and The Classi-
cal Theatre of Harlem and the 
National Black Theatre. This 
2017 holiday season marks 
Rory Lipede’s 7th Anniversary 
with THE RIDE.

CAPTION

Enthusiastic crowd on THE RIDE waves to people on the outside looking in

Rory Lipede (Photo: Alexis Qualls)

THE RIDE tour bus
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AUDREY'S REEL WHIRL

Star-studded ‘Murder on the 
Orient Express’ is a lavish ride

By Audrey J. Bernard  
Film Reviewer

Twentieth Century Fox 
invites you to take a 
luxury ride aboard the 

extravagant Orient Express 
with its sweeping views and 
stylish music to help solve an 
elaborate murder mystery. It’s 
Murder on the Orient Express 
based on a novel by Agatha 
Christie where “Everyone 
has something to hide. Every 
one of them is a suspect.”  

The film features some of the 
biggest names in Hollywood 
who attended the dazzling 
World Premiere in London 
on Thursday night, November 
2, 2017 at the stately Royal 
Albert Hall that included Di-
rector Sir Kenneth Branagh, 
Manuel Garcia-Rulfo, Tom 
Bateman, Lucy Boynton, Josh 
Gad, Dame Judi Dench, Mi-
chelle Pfeiffer, Sergei Polunin, 
Willem Dafoe, Daisy Ridley, 
Derek Jacobi, Penélope Cruz, 

Johnny Depp, Marwan Ken-
zari, Leslie Odom Jr. and 
Olivia Colman.

DEETS: What starts out as a 
lavish train ride through Europe 
quickly unfolds into one of the 
most stylish, suspenseful and 
thrilling mysteries ever told. 
From the novel by best-selling 
author Agatha Christie, “Murder 
on the Orient Express” tells the 
tale of thirteen strangers strand-
ed on a train, where everyone’s 
a suspect. One man must race 

against time to solve the puzzle 
before the murderer strikes again.

Murder on the Orient Ex-
press is produced by Rid-
ley Scott, Mark Gordon, 
Simon Kinberg, Kenneth 
Branagh, Judy Hofflund, and 
Michael Schaefer; and stars 
Tom Bateman, Lucy Boynton, 
Kenneth Branagh, Olivia Col-
man, Penélope Cruz, Willem 
Dafoe, Judi Dench, Johnny 
Depp, Josh Gad, Derek Jaco-
bi, Marwan Kenzari, Leslie 

Odom Jr., Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Sergei Polunin, Daisy Ridley, 
and Manuel Garcia- Rulfo.

Rounding out the cast and 
crew: Michael Green (screen-
play); Patrick Doyle (music); 
Harris Zambarloukos (cin-
ematography); Patrick Doyle 
(music); Mick Audsley (editor); 
and Kinberg Genre, The Mark 
Gordon Company, Scott Free 
Productions (production com-
panies). (Photos by Getty Imag-
es for Twentieth Century Fox)

Willem Dafoe Penélope Cruz Josh Gad Olivia Colman Lucy Boynton Mary Debenham
Leslie Odom Jr. with his 
wife, Nicolette Robinson

Production shot Kenneth Branagh Michelle Pfeiffer Leslie Odom Jr. Johnny Depp Dame Judi Dench

Murder on the Orient Express World Premiere attended by (L-R) Manuel Garcia-Rulfo, Tom Bateman, Lucy Boynton, Josh Gad, Dame 
Judi Dench, Sir Kenneth Branagh, Michelle Pfeiffer, Willem Dafoe, Daisy Ridley, Derek Jacobi, Penélope Cruz, Johnny Depp, Leslie 
Odom Jr. and Olivia Colman
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INTERVIEW

FLICK-CHAT
Denzel Delivers Oscar-Quality Performance

By Kam Williams  
Senior Movie Critic

“Roman J. Israel, 
Esq.”

Roman J. Israel (Den-
zel Washington) is a 
high-functioning savant 

on the autism spectrum who has 
been practicing law in L.A. for 
the past 36 years. The brilliant 
attorney has spent most of his 
career under the radar, writing 
legal briefs in a rear office for 
indigent criminal defendants, 
while his partner, William Hen-
ry Jackson, served as the face 
of the firm, whether cultivating 
clients or arguing their cases in 
the courtroom.

This unorthodox arrange-
ment worked well for Roman 
who, besides his disorder, is a 
longtime political activist ded-
icated to a progressive agenda, 
namely, to assist downtrodden 
individuals unfairly ensnared in 
the net of the prison-industrial 
complex. And because of that 
commitment, he’s been willing 
to work for far less pay than 
colleagues of his caliber.

Consequently, the high-
ly-principled lawyer has had to 
scrape by on a modest salary, 
living in the same dive for de-
cades, where he subsisted on 
a steady diet of peanut butter 
sandwiches and jazz classics 
played on an old-fashioned 
turntable.

Everything changes the day 
William Jackson suffers a heart 
attack and the two-person firm 
is forced to dissolve. Roman 
first applies for a position with 
a public interest non-profit that 
shares his values. But when 
the empathetic director (Car-
men Ejogo) explains that she 

doesn’t have the money to hire 
an attorney, he resigns himself 
to joining a corporate firm 
where he’s soon teamed with a 
young associate (Colin Farrell) 
interested only in maximizing 
profits.

This leaves Roman sitting 
on the horns of an ethical di-
lemma. Should he abandon his 
morals to keep a roof over his 
head? That is the question at 
the center of “Roman J. Israel, 
Esq.”, a compelling character 
portrait written and directed by 
Oscar-nominee Dan Gilroy (for 
Nightcrawler).

The legendary Denzel 

Washington is quite convinc-
ing as well as moving, here, 
as a beleaguered soul afflicted 
with Asperberger’s syndrome. 
His powerful performance 
might very well be remem-
bered at Oscar time, given the 
Academy’s recent history of 
rewarding thespians playing 
impaired characters, including 
Eddie Redmayne (2014) for 
wheelchair-bound Stephen 
Hawking (ALS); Colin Firth 
(2010) for stuttering King 
George VI; Geoffrey Rush 
(1996) for mentally-ill David 
Helfgott; Tom Hanks (1994) 
for dimwitted Forest Gump; 

Tom Hanks (1993) for AIDS 
patient Andrew Beckett; Daniel 
Day-Lewis (1989) for cerebral 
palsy victim Christy Brown; 
and Dustin Hoffman (1988) for 
mathematics savant Rain Man.

Win, lose or draw, “Roman 
J. Israel, Esq.” deserves acco-
lades aplenty in its own right for 
its touching treatment of such a 
sensitive subject. Excellent (4 
stars). Rated PG-13 for vio-
lence and profanity. Running 
time: 129 minutes. Production 
Studio: Bron Creative/Cross 
Creek Pictures/Escape Art-
ists/FZ/Macro. Distributor: 
Columbia Pictures.

Mary J. Blige might be remembered come Awards season
By Kam Williams

“Mudbound”

Dateline: Mississippi, 
1946,  which means 
many of the Magnolia 

State’s soldier native sons are 
making the adjustment back 
to civilian life after serving 
overseas during World War 
II.. But the fighting isn’t over 
for Sergeant Ronsel Jackson 
(Jason Mitchell), a Black man 
reluctantly returning to the 
repressive Jim Crow system of 
segregation.

After all, since he had been 
willing to die for his country, 
Ronsel figures it’s reasonable 
to expect equality and all the 
rights of citizenship, racist 
traditions notwithstanding. So, 
when he arrives home, he bold-
ly enters the local general store 
through an entrance reserved 
for whites.

But despite still wearing 
his Army dress uniform, the 

proud veteran is greeted with 
a hateful warning snarled by a 
seething customer. “You’re in 
Mississippi now, [N-word]! Use 
the back door, if you don’t want 
any trouble.” Ronsel grudgingly 
obliges, ostensibly less fearful 
of direct harm from the elderly 
white man than of the veiled 
threat leveled should he have 
the temerity to cross the color 
line again.

Ronsel can’t afford to take 
any chances, because the 
intimidating bigot is Pappy 
McAllan (Jonathan Banks), 
the patriarch of the family 
which owns the farm where 
his parents (Mary J. Blige and 
Rob Morgan) presently reside 
as sharecroppers.

Pappy’s elder son, Henry 
(Jason Clarke), subsequently 
pays the Jacksons a visit, de-
manding an apology for the 
transgression. The plot thick-
ens when Pappy’s younger 
son, Jamie (Garrett Hedlund), 
a decorated Air Force pilot, 

comes back to the plantation 
with some new notions about 
race relations. He’s suddenly 
pro-integration after having 
fought alongside some brave 
Tuskegee Airmen.

Thus unfolds “Mudbound,” 
a searing Southern saga based 
on Hillary Jordan’s best-selling, 
first novel of the same name. 
The movie marks the sopho-
more offering from director 
Dee Rees who made her own 
impressive debut with Pariah 
in 2011. Here, she coaxes a 
career performance out of Mary 
J. Blige, who might very well 
be remembered come awards 
season.

How did Nina Simone put 
it? ‘Mississippi Goddam!’

Excellent (4 stars). Rated 
R for nudity, ethnic slurs, 
brief profanity and disturbing 
violence. Running time: 134 
minutes. Production Studios: 
Elevate Films/MMC Joule 
Films/Armory Films/Zeal Me-
dia. Distributor: Netflix. Mary J. Blige delivers convincing performance in “Mudbound”

Denzel Washington portrays (Roman J. Israel, Esq.)
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THEATER TALK
This ‘mean’ girl behavior is wet your pants funny!

By Audrey J. Bernard

MCC THEATER (Rob-
ert LuPone, Bernard 
Te l s e y,  W i l l i a m 

Cantler, Artistic Directors; 
Blake West, Executive Di-
rector)  has extended the 
World Premiere of the popu-
lar School Girls; Or, the Af-
rican Mean Girls Play, writ-
ten by 2017-18 Tow Play-
wright-in-Residence Jocelyn 
Bioh, and directed by Tony 
Award winner Rebecca Tai-
chman, through Saturday, De-
cember 23, 2017 at the Lucille 
Lortel Theatre (121 Christo-
pher St., NYC). The nightly 
sold-out play is laugh-out-loud 
funny and the laughter spills 

out onto the street and into the 
neighborhood restaurants and 
bars where theatergoers relive 
their funniest lines of the play 
proving that laughter is medi-
cine for the soul!

The unparalleled and fun-
ny as hell cast that will have 
you rolling in your seat in-
cludes Nabiyah Be (Black Pan-
ther, Hadestown), MaameY-
aa Boafo (Untamed), Paige 
Gilbert (Street Children), 
Obie Award winner Zain-
ab Jah  (Ecl ipsed ) ,  Nike 
Kadri (The Death of the Last 
Black Man…), Abena Men-
sah-Bonsu (Ragtime on Ellis 
Island), Mirirai Sithole (The 
Death of  the Last  Black 
Man…), and Lortel Award 

nominee Myra Lucretia Tay-
lor (Familiar).

In School Girls; Or, the 
African Mean Girls Play, Pau-
lina, the reigning queen bee at 
Ghana’s most exclusive board-
ing school, has her sights set on 
the Miss Universe pageant. But 
the arrival of Ericka, a new stu-
dent with undeniable talent and 
beauty, captures the attention 
of the pageant recruiter—and 
Paulina’s hive-minded friends. 
This buoyant and biting comedy 
explores the universal similar-
ities (and glaring differences) 
facing teenage girls across the 
globe. How far would you go 
to be queen bee?

T h e  c r e a t i v e  t e a m 
for School Girls; Or, the Afri-
can Mean Girls Play includes 
scenic design by Arnulfo 

Maldonado, costume design 
by Dede M. Ayite, lighting 
design by Jen Schriever, sound 
design by Palmer Hefferan, 
hair and wig design by Cook-
ie Jordan, dialect coaching 
by Deborah Hecht, and cast-
ing by Telsey + Company/
Adam Caldwell, CSA, Wil-
liam Cantler, CSA, Karyn 
Casl, CSA. Production Stage 
Manager Laura Wilson and 
Stage Manager Ayisha Hunt. 
George Forbes is executive 
director at the Lucille Lortel 
Theatre and DKC/O&M are 
the press representatives. For 
tickets and info, visit www.
mcctheater.org. (Photo Credit: 
Jennifer Broski for Broadway.
com)

This ‘must’ western brought back “High Noon” memories
Actor Bruce Willis (Moon-

lighting, Die Hard, Mis-
ery on Broadway) and 

The Burgess Off-Broadway 
run of “Must” opened on Mon-
day, November 6, 2017 at The 
Theater at St. Clements (423 
W. 46th St., NYC) for a limited 
engagement through Sunday, 
November 19. The compelling 
new play about Billy the Kid 
and Pat Garret was written by 
Charles Cissel and dauntingly 
directed by Brooklyn based di-
rector and playwright Gabriel 
Vega Weissman.

Fred Zollo who assisted in 
the development of the produc-
tion called Cissel “a striking 
new voice in the American The-
ater.” Willis added, “I’m quite 
excited to get behind Cissel’s 
new play ‘Must.’  It looks at 
Billy the Kid through a unique 
eye. It’s a character study, with 
the exhilarating landscape of 
New Mexico as a backdrop.” 
The brief engagement was 
matched by the brevity of the 
90-minute production without 
intermission. Just when you 
settled in your seat and into the 
gripping storyline, it was over! 
And like Chinese food, after the 
curtain came down, you were 
hungry for more! 

In the New Mexican desert, 
on the night before his murder, 
Billy the Kid is restless and 
alone. As he reflects on the re-
lationships that have informed 
his life, he conjures his mother, 
his lover, Sheriff Pat Garrett 
and the man he thinks might be 
his father. Through memories, 
visions and feverish dreams, 
he confronts each of them. As 
he gains real insight into their 
lives and struggles, he discov-
ers how he went from being a 
normal kid in New York City to 

being the notorious gunfighter 
Billy The Kid. At sunrise, he 
MUST face Garrett with this 
newfound understanding of 
life, purpose and infamy.

The cast of “Must” featured 
Brendan Dooling as Billy The 
Kid, John Clarence Stewart, 
Meredith Antoian, Mark 
Elliot Wilson and Sally Ann 
Triplett. The creative crew 
included casting by Chad Eric 
Murnane, CSA, scenic design 
by Alexander Woodward, 
lighting design by Zach Blane, 

costume design by Brooke 
Cohen Brown and sound de-
sign by Emma Wilk. Dan 
DeMello was the press repre-
sentative. The play was made 
possible from generous support 
of The Sheree Friedman 
Foundation, the Horace W. 
Goldsmith Foundation, Jack 
and Nancy Dwyer: the CFG 
Family of Companies, Ruben 
Santiago-Hudson and TDF 
Costume Loan. (Photo Credit: 
Jennifer Broski for Broadway.
com)

The full company of “Must”
Mark Elliot Wilson, Brendan Dooling, John Clarence Stewart, 
Sally Ann Triplet, Meredith Antoian

Katie Rosin, 
Daniel DeMello

Charles Cissel, 
Gabriel Weissman

The cast of “School Girls” The cast and crew of “School Girls”
Jocelyn Bioh, Rebecca Taichman, and the cast of 
“School Girls”

Jocelyn Bioh, Rebecca Taich-
man
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22 UNDER THE BIG TOP
The Circus Is In Town!

By Ernece B. Kelly  
Special Assignment

Founded 40 years ago, 
New York City’s own 
Big Apple Circus filed for 

bankruptcy last year. But it’s 
back with new owners, nestled 
neatly behind Manhattan’s Lin-
coln Center in Damrosch Park.

Stand-out acts in the two 
hour show (with a 15 minute 
intermission) include Elayne 

Kramer, a contortionist bal-
ancing herself on the thinnest 
of props, the Wallendas—four 
trapeze artists who soar grace-
fully skimming the top of the 
circus tent, catching each other 
in mid-air, and an amazing 
juggler who throws and catches 
numerous bottles and balls at 
breakneck speeds.

Animal lovers may be dis-
appointed to learn that even 
though it’s billed as a “humane” 
enterprise, following Jenny 
Viebel’s commands, dogs, po-
nies and horses are a large part 
of the production.

Introducing the show is the 
first African-American Ring-
master in United States circus 
history, a cool and confident Ty 
McFarlan. Sadly, he’s the only 
person of color in the entire 
show.

A small band plays rousing 
music throughout, and because 
this is a small venue, all audi-
ence members are comfortably 
close to the performers.

The Big Apple Circus runs 
until January 7, 2018 and is 
located West of Broadway on 
62nd Street, Manhattan.

Ent Ed Don Thomas poses with Harlem residents during NYC 2017 Marathon as runners trek through East 135th and Percy Sutton Way.  Superstar Actor Kevin 
Hart also participated in the 26 mile Marathon.  Evangelist Talitha Cumi welcomed the runners by belting out several inspirational arrangements as they entered into 
the Village of Harlem (Photos: Jimbe Carroll)  

Ringmaster Ty McFarlan Big Apple Circus Act
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C L A S S I F I E D

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels 

For Wishes, benefiting Make-
A-Wish. We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible. Call (855) 376-
9474

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start 

Here –Get trained as FAA 
certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM for free information 
866-296-7094

REAL ESTATE
Wooded upstate NY land 

with LAKES, PONDS & 
STREAMS being liquidated 
NOW! 13 tracts! 5 to 41 acres! 
50-60% below market! No 
closing costs! Owner terms! 
888-905-8847 NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION OF LIMITED LIA-
BILITY COMPANY. NAME: 
(J&K Davis), LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on (7/20/2017). 
Office location: Bronx Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to the LLC, 
(United State Corporation 
Agents, Inc 7014 13th Av-
enue, Suite 202 Brooklyn, 
NY 11228). Purpose: For any 
lawful purpose.

NAME CHANGE
Notice is hereby given that 

an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
11/09/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002715-17/NY, a 

copy of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, locat-
ed at 111 Centre Street, New 
York, NY 10013, grants me 
the right to: Assume the name 
of Katerina Rossi.  My present 
name is Katerina Zelentosvsky.  
My place of birth is Russia.  My 
date of birth is Feb. 2, 1980. 
Grants me the right to assume 
the name of Alexander Rossi.  
My place of birth is Manhattan, 
NY, my date of birth is March 
30, 2014.  My present address 
is 639 W 204th Street, Apt. 2E, 
New York, NY 10034

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600 Third Avenue,  

2nd Floor, New York, NY
10016 $35.00 per year

212-213-8585  
www.newyorkbeacon.net

NY Black Media
2” x 2”

From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction awarded 
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673 
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned 
businesses.  We build libraries, firehouses, sewer 
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure 
projects.  We work with general contractors, 
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and 
others in the construction industry. Become our 
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting 
opportunities visit DDC 
online at nyc.gov/ddc

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MWBE OPPORTUNITIES

LactoFreedom.com

Take Lacto-Freedom Probiotic 
for ONLY 7 DAYS, 

and get MONTHS of relief!

Enjoy Dairy Without Discomfort!

Prevents gas, bloating, diarrhea, and cramps 
caused by consuming lactose in dairy foods.

Patented and clinically proven.

Navigating the World of Real Estate Investor Finance?
BUILD YOUR BUSINESS WITH EXPRESS CAPITAL

Express Capital Financing • 2626 East 14th Street Suite 202 • Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-285-0806  •  info@expresscapitalfinancing.com

We’ll help you grow your business through smart capital management strategies.
No tax return, stated income loans up to 5 million, all property types.

Contact us today for a free, no obligation analysis of your company’s financing needs!

• Hard/Bridge Loans up to 90%    •  Fix & Flip Loans
• Multi-unit, Multi-family    •  Commercial, Office, Industrial, Retail, Hotels, more

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254

Make-A-Wish®

Metro New York

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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1Enclave based on MSRP of $52,650. Encore based on MSRP of $26,065. Take delivery by 11/30/17. Not available with special financing, lease and some other 
offers. See participating deal er for details.  ©2017 General Motors. All rights reserved. Buick® Enclave® Encore®

BUICK ENCLAVE & ENCORE
BLACK FRIDAY EVENT

2017 BUICK 
ENCLAVE PREMIUM
WITH EXPERIENCE BUICK PACKAGE

20%
BELOW MSRP

2017 BUICK 
ENCORE PREFERRED

15%
BELOW MSRP

 EXAMPLE OFFER:

$10,530BELOW 
MSRP1

 $7,600 PURCHASE ALLOWANCE
+ $2,550 PRICE REDUCTION BELOW MSRP
+ $380 OPTION PACKAGE DISCOUNT

 EXAMPLE OFFER:

$3,909BELOW 
MSRP1

 $3,084 PURCHASE ALLOWANCE
+ $825 PRICE REDUCTION BELOW MSRP

ON THIS ENCLAVE PREMIUM ON THIS ENCORE PREFERRED

GMUX1447000_Buick_BlackFriday_NP_10x14_Q.indd   1 11/16/17   3:34 PM


