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No outreach to sign up from the Trump Admin. They hope people will be 
fooled and not enroll, then they can say Americans  don’t want Obamacare. 

But faith leaders are using their pulpits, internet as a reminder.  pg 3

This administration is hostile to civil rights

REMEMBER THE DRUM – 
OUR WAY TO SHARE INFO IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY

The drum goes viral 
#SOULS2ENROLL
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Black children 
discriminated against 
on Halloween

By J. Zamgba Browne 
Chief Correspondent

Strand Café, a popular 
joint in Brooklyn’s Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant commu-

nity has been accused of racial 
discrimination in distributing 
candy to children on Halloween 
Day.

According to published re-
ports, the café refused to give 
candy to Black trick-or-treaters, 
only to hand out treats to white 
children later.

A member of Community 
Board 3 in was quoted as say-
ing that he and fellow board 
member Michael Catlyn heard a 
café employee tell three groups 
of African-American children 
dressed up for Halloween that 
the shop does not participate 

in the holiday
But when a white mother 

showed up with costumed 
children they were immediately 
served. “You got to be kidding 
me,” Catlyn told him. “Little 
Black kids walk in and you 
don’t have candy for them, but 
you have candy for the white 
kids. This is unacceptable, here 
or anywhere.”

“ I am on the communi-
ty board and understand he 
doesn’t have to participate in 
Halloween festivities, but to do 
something so blatantly discrim-
inatory, is not acceptable and as 
a patron I am not accepting it,” 
she added.

Bedford-Stuyvesant is a his-
torically Black neighborhood, 
but it is reportedly becoming 
gentrified in recent years.

Mayor set to increase 
senior housing availability

By J. Zamgba Browne 
Chief Correspondent

Mayor de Blasio this 
week announced an 
aggressive citywide 

expanded 300,000 housing plan 
that includes 30,000 state-of-
the –art affordable homes for 
senior citizens.

The number of seniors in 
New York is projected to grow 
40 percent by 2040 and the 
Mayor said to meet the housing 
needs of older New Yorkers on 
fixed incomes the city will in-
vest $150 million to make more 
homes accessible to seniors and 
people with disabilities.

In order to address the 
problem, Mayor de Blasio 
said the city wills double its 
commitment to senior hous-
ing over the extended 12-year 
Housing New York plan, serv-
ing 30,000 senior households 
by 2026.

As an immediate step, de 
Blasio said the City will seek 
proposals for 100-percent af-
fordable senior buildings to-
taling 300 new homes on three 
underused HYCHA sites at 
Sotomayor, Bushwick II (Group 
E), and Baruch Houses.

“The federal government 

has gotten out of the business 
of building senior housing so 
New York City is jumping into 
it in a big way,” said Mayor 
de Blasio. “We wouldn’t let 
seniors be pushed out of the 
neighborhoods they helped 
build,” he added.

Along with the Neighbor-
hood Pillars program and the 
Mitchell-Lama Reinvestment 
Program, the Mayor said “Se-
nior First” is the third new 
initiative designed to accelerate 
the creation and preservation 
of affordable housing across 
the city.

He said this will be done by 
financing 200,000 affordable 
homes by 2022, and expand 
that goal to 300,000 affordable 
by 2026–enough to house the 
entire population of Boston.

“Seniors First” is needed 
to address the shortage of af-
fordable housing for low-in-
come seniors, who are the most 
rent-burdened and more likely 
to live on fixed-incomes than 
other New York City popula-
tions,” said the Mayor.

He added that through a 
multi-pronged strategy, the 
City will serve 25,000 senior 
households – in addition to the 
5,000 already reached. Texas church massacre

By J. Zamgba Browne 
Chief Correspondent

Offering his sincere con-
dolences to families of 
last Sunday’s church 

massacre in the State of Tex-
as, former president Barack 
Obama called for concrete steps 
to tackle mass shootings in the 
United States.

“We grieve with the families 
in Sutherland Springs harmed 
by this act of hatred, and we will 
stand with the survivors as they 
recover,” he added.

In call for action, the former 
president added, “May God 
also grants all of us the wisdom 
to ask what concrete steps we 
can take to reduce the violence 
and weaponry in our midst.

In sharp contrast, Obama’s 
predecessor Donald J. Trump 
said the attack was due to a 
“mental health problem” and 
wasn’t a “gun situation.”

“Fortunately somebody else 
had a gun that was shooting in 
the opposite direction.

“This is a mental health prob-
lem at the highest level,” he add-

ed. “It’s a very, very sad event,” 
President Trump concluded.

Meanwhile authorities identi-
fied the armor-clad lone gunman 
as Devin Patrick Kelley. They 
reported that the gunman opened 
fire with an AR-15 assault rifle 
after entering the small church, 
killing 26 worshippers ranging 
in age from five to 77. One of 
the deceased was the pastor’s 14 
year old daughter. And most of 
the dead were children.

Neighbors described gun-
fight and car chase with the 
Texas gunman. Kelly was re-
portedly fired upon and chased 
by a local resident and fled in 

his vehicle.
It was not immediately clear 

if Kelley killed himself or of 
if he was hit by gunfire by the 
resident.

Police said prior to the kill-
ings, Kelley texted his moth-
er-in-law who worships at the 
church occasionally.

“It is a senseless crime, 
but we can tell you that there 
was a domestic situation going 
on within this family,” said 
Freedman Martin, the regional 
director of Texas Department 
of Public Safety. “He had ex-
pressed anger toward his moth-
er-in-law,” Martin continued.

Unverified accusations 
against Dr. King

By J. Zamgba Browne 
Chief Correspondent

N ewly released FBI se-
cret of the late Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

alleges that he had commu-
nist ties and extra marital 
affairs. The secret was con-
tained in documents released 
by the Trump administration 
on former President John F. 
Kennedy’s assassination.

“The course which Dr. 
King chooses to follow at this 
critical time could have a mo-
mentous impact on the future 
of race relations in the United 

States,” says the portion on 
Dr. King.

The document was report-
edly from March 12, 1968, 
some three weeks before his 
assassination in Memphis, 
Tenn.

One part of the document 
alleges financial improprieties 
by Dr. King America’s fore-
most civil rights crusader and 
head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference which 
he founded.

Another section of the docu-
ment attempts to tie the nation’s 
leading civil rights leader to 
communist organizations.

The analysis includes mul-
tiple pages about his sexual 
life as follows. “Dr. King has 
continued to carry on his sexual 
aberrations secretly while hold-
ing himself out to public view 
as a moral leader of religious 
convictions.” according to the 
document.

In addition, the document 
repeatedly referred to some of 
the alleged sex acts which Dr. 
King engaged in as “natural” 
and “abnormal.”

Meanwhile, critics say it is 
unclear whether the FBI ever 
verified any of the allegations 
contained in the document.
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All souls to enroll–Faith in action

By Julianne Malveaux 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

For all of this Administra-
tion’s efforts to kill (as in 
“repeal and replace” ) the 

Affordable Care Act, it is still 
the law of the land, and still 
available (and required). How-
ever, since 45 and his team have 
declared it all but dead, they 
have shortened the enrollment 
period from three months to 
a mere six weeks, from No-
vember 1-December 15, 2018. 
Additionally, the department of 
Health and Human Services has 
drastically cut the budget for 
outreach. This time last year, 
there were television and radio 
announcements, billboards on 
buses, and other reminders that 
people should enroll for health 
care if they don’t get health care 
from their job.

This Administration hopes 
that, without outreach, people 
will not enroll for care, so that 
they can then crow that people 
“don’t want” health care. But 
some faith leaders have pledged 
to use their pulpits to remind 
their congregations to get en-
rolled for health care. Rev. Dr. 
Barbara Williams Skinner, the 
first Executive Director of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
an activist who melds faith with 
public policy, and a spiritual 
advisor to many Black leaders, 
has developed a toolkit for 
communities of faith to help 
them do the work that our gov-
ernment won’t in encouraging 
people to enroll for affordable 
health care.

The effor t  has a t i t le, 
#SOULSTOENROLL,  or 
#SOULS2ENROLL, a Face-
book Page, Facebook.com/
FaithinPublicLife, a toolkit 
adopted from the government 
page, GetAmericaCovered.org, 
a weekend campaign that will 
begin November 12, sugges-
tions for faith leaders, a sample 
bulletin announcement, PSA, 
and social media tips. In other 
words, the faith community is 
being encouraged to treat health 
care enrollment like any other 
grassroots organizing campaign 
and get involved in it.

Back in the day, before so-
cial media, we used to talk 
about “the drum”, or the ways 
we shared information in the 
Black community. Lots of our 
radio stations, or programs, 
were called “the drum” because 
they were our ways of sharing 
information. Now faith leaders 
are taking the drum viral to 
ensure that people who don’t 
get the word because of lack of 
government outreach, will get it 
through churches and through 
the Internet.

We will rely on these meth-
ods of communicating more 
and more, as this administra-
tion attempts to contract, not 
expand, the information people 
need to get essential health 
care (and other services). The 
toolkit and other resources are 
proof that our community has 
the ability to out organize the 
evil that is seeping out of Wash-
ington. “Woke” members of 
Congress are working with Rev. 
Skinner and others to get the 
word out – Congressman Jim 
Clyburn (D-SC) had his PSA 
up BEFORE the enrollment 
period opened on November 1, 
and some members of Congress 
have PSAs posted on their web-
pages. But everyone won’t log 
on to a Congressional website 
to get access to the PSA. That’s 
where the churches and com-
munity organizations come in.

Once upon a time we could 
mobilize. Without any Inter-
net, 250,000 people managed 
to get to Washington, DC for 
the March on Washington on 
August 28, 1963. Mimicking 
that effort, and using both word 

of mouth and the Internet, more 
than a million women made it to 
Washington DC for the post-in-
augural Women’s March. Now 
we have the opportunity to rally 
millions to participate in bene-
fits of the Affordable Care Act.

There are consequences to 
not enrolling. If you haven’t 
enrolled by December 15, 
you may have to wait a whole 
year before getting access to 
affordable health care and 
the subsidies available under 
ACA, and you may have to pay 
a fine for not enrolling. Some 
states (California, Washing-
ton, Minnesota, DC, Colorado 
and Massachusetts) will allow 
enrollment until January, but 
most will close enrollment on 
December 15. Even with a 
longer enrollment period, the 
best thing to do is to ensure that 
those you know who need ACA 
benefits enroll early.

Helping people enroll for 
ACA benefits is not only a pub-
lic service, but it is also an act 
of resistance to 45’s pernicious 
attempts to undermine Presi-
dent Obama’s signature piece 
of legislation. To be sure, ACA 
is not perfect, but it is respon-
sible for expanding the base of 
people who can get affordable 
health insurance.

This example of Faith in 
Action may be a template for 
other ways to use the church to 
organize resistance. The nov-
elist Dr. Daniel Black (author 
of Perfect Peace) recently gave 
a talk in which he described 
our churches as the backbone 
of the Black community. Dis-
agree with your pastor, or with 
the sermon if you will, he said, 
but still get to church for the 
sense of community that can 
only be found there. While the 
Black church is less impactful 
than it was in 1963 when most 
of us could be reached through 
church announcements, it is 
still a place where we gather 
and share information. If you 
don’t usually go to church 
on November 12, when the 
#SOULS2ENROLL weekend 
campaign kicks off, consider 
making our way there to check 
this campaign out (or encourage 
your pastor to participate).

Foreign labor importer in chief
By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

President Donald Trump’s 
Mar-ra-Lago resort in 
Florida has been grant-

ed some 70 visas to bring in 
foreign workers for the winter 
season, according to published 
reports.

The report said this num-
ber represents a nine percent 
increase from last year, when 
Mar-a-Lago hired 64 workers 
under the H-2B bids program.

The new visas will go to 20 
foreign cooks, 35 waiters and 
15 maids and housekeepers for 
the 2017-18 tourist seasons, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department 
of Labor.

They will be paid hourly 
wages from $10.33 (for the 
cleaners) to $13.34 (for cooks). 
The temporary visas allow 
them to work from October 
2017 to the end of May 2018. 
The national hourly wage is 
$15 plus.

A hallmark of Trump’s pres-
idential campaign and a stated 
push of his administration is 
that U.S. companies should 
hire American workers. He has 
criticized Ford Motor Compa-
ny, Carrier Corp. and others for 

moving manufacturing jobs to 
Mexico.

Mar-a-Lago was applying 
for the foreign workers visas 
this past July when the Presi-
dent lunched “Made in America 
Week.”

Trump said at the time, “We 
believe jobs must be offered to 
American workers first. Does 
that make sense?”

Over the Years, many prod-
ucts sold by the Trump Organi-
zation have also been made in 
overseas factories. For example, 
the President’s daughter, Ivanka 
Trump’s clothing line is exclu-
sively manufactured abroad.

Foreign workers wouldn’t 
just be laboring at Mar-a-Lago 
this winter, Trump National Golf 
Club in Jupiter, Florida, was 
granted visas for 10 waiters and 
six cooks, and Trump National 
Golf Club Westchester in Briar-
clif Manor, New York, obtained 
visas to bring in eight waiters.

During a Republican prima-
ry debate, Sen. Marco Rubio 
grilled Trump on hiring foreign 
workers at his resorts. Trump 
responded that it is “hard to 
find” U.S. workers and getting 
visas for foreign workers is 
“legal,” and his company had 
“no choice.”

Survey shows Trump likely 
committed a crime

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

A recent Washington Post-
ABC News poll found 
that 49 percent of Amer-

icans strongly believe that Pres-
ident Donald J. Trump “likely” 
committed a crime connected to 
Russia’s suspected interference 
in the 2016‘s U.S. presidential 
election.

According to the report, of 
those, 19 percent also believe 
there is “solid evidence” to 
back that up, with the other 30 
percent saying it’s just a “sus-
picion.” Another 44 percent of 
those polled said its unlikely 
Trump committed a crime.

More than half of the re-
spondents, according to the 

survey, 51 percent – does not 
believe President Trump is co-
operating with the investigation.

Most people, 58 percent to 
be exact, approve of the job spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller is 
doing in investigating the possi-
ble Trump campaign collusion 
with Russia, while 28 percent 
disapprove.

Predictably, according to 
the report, the attitudes about 
President Trump and the in-
vestigation broke down along 
party lines, with 78 percent of 
Democrats and only 38 percent 
of Republicans approving how 
Mueller is handling the inves-
tigation.

Meanwhile, more than half of 
independent voters, 56 percent ap-
prove the work Mueller is doing.

The vast majority of Repub-
licans–82 percent–believe it is 
unlikely President committed 
a crime; half of independents 
and 74 percent of Democrats 
believe it’s likely he did, the 
poll found.

Meanwhile over half of all 
surveyed – 53 percent –believe 
the charges against former 
Trump campaign chairman 
Paul Manafort , associate Rick 
Gates and former campaign 
foreign policy adviser George 
Papadopoulos are only part of 
“broader wrongdoing by people 
involved in Trump’s campaign.

Manafort and Gates pleaded 
not guilty to tax evasion and 
money laundering. Papado-
poulos pleaded guilty to lying 
to the FBI.

Texans owner Bob McNair 
‘inmates’ comment sparks outrage

By Jeffrey Boney (Houston 
Forward Times/NNPA 

Member)

Black players in the Na-
tional Football League 
have been described 

as ungrateful, thugs, sons of 
b***hes and inmates by talking 
heads on sports radio, the com-
mander-in-chief and most re-

cently at least one NFL owner.
Some current and former 

NFL players, including the 
exiled Colin Kaepernick, have 
decided to use their high-profile 
platforms to protest racism, 
systematic oppression and po-
lice brutality in this country 
and some people, including the 
President of the United States, 
just can’t handle it.

Following Houston Texans 
owner Bob McNair’s contro-
versial analogy, describing NFL 
players as ‘inmates,’ a number 
of Houston Texans football 
players completely rejected, 

Continued on page 4
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4 Americas public schools more 
segregated than 40 years ago
By Rushern Baker (County 
Executive, Prince Georges 

County, Md.)

On November 4, 1952, Dr. 
Helen Kenyon addressed 
the Women’s Society of 

Riverside Church in New York 
City and opined that, “Eleven 
o’clock Sunday morning is the 
most segregated hour in Amer-
ica.” Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. often paraphrased the quote.

Today, sadly, our public 
schools best reflect Dr. Ken-
yon’s and Dr. King’s sentiment 
as the most segregated place in 
America.

The rampant re-segregation 
of American public schools 
poses a greater threat to the tra-
jectory of America’s progress 
than terrorism, nuclear prolif-
eration, and Russian meddling 
in our elections. Sixty-two years 
after Brown v. Board, the GAO 
(Government Accountability 
Office) reported that from the 
years 2000-2014, both the per-
centage of K-12 public schools 
in high-poverty and the percent-
age of African American and 
Hispanic students enrolled in 
public schools more than dou-
bled, and the percentage of all 
schools with so-called racial or 
socioeconomic isolation grew 
from 9 percent to 16 percent.

Research shows that racial 
and socioeconomic diversity in 
our classrooms leads to higher 
than average test scores, greater 
college enrollment rates, and 
the narrowing of achievement 
gaps. These gains don’t just 
apply to poor and minority 
children either—every student 
benefits from learning and 
engaging with peers from dif-
ferent backgrounds. Despite 
the evidence, today our public 
schools are more segregated 
than they were 40 years ago.

As an advocate for children 
and families, and as a public 
servant, who has fought for 
more resources for students, I 
believe we must act boldly to 
save free, high-quality public 
education for all.

Some of the very leaders 
tasked with solving the negative 
effects from school re-segrega-
tion offer shortsighted policies 
that exacerbate racial and eco-
nomic divisions. The ripple-ef-
fect, consequences of their 
misguided thinking remains 

the greatest policy foible of the 
modern era. Lazy logic behind 
bad policy feeds a perception 
that that the achievement gap 
exists simply, because poor 
and minority students learn 
differently than their wealthier, 
White peers. Rather, it is direct-
ly tied to declining enrollment, 
lower property values, and the 
dwindling resources available 
to tackle mounting challenges 
in the communities that sur-
round underperforming public 
schools.

The greatest irony remains 
that those promoting harmful 
education policies use the same 
language of “giving every child 
a chance at a high-quality edu-
cation” to pitch their tax-dol-
lar-poaching and resource-pil-
fering experiments to desperate 
parents.

Rather than making public 
education a number one pri-
ority, a Hunger-Games-like 
competition for vouchers and 
charter schools leaves par-
ents and students fending for 
themselves. The families that 
lose the education lottery end 
up at schools with increased 
needs and declining resources. 
In Maryland, our Governor’s 
BOOST voucher program set 
aside $5 million dollars of pub-
lic money to help 2,400 families 
pay for their child’s education. 
Yet, 80 percent of the families 
receiving these grants had chil-
dren who were already enrolled 

in private schools.
Vouchers, whose American 

roots can be traced back to 
some Southern states’ attempts 
to avoid integration, perpetu-
ate segregated education and 
are nothing more than a thin-
ly-veiled attempt to cut off 
funds to public schools. It gets 
even worse. Some communities 
have simply seceded from the 
larger school district, as we’ve 
seen in Alabama and Tennes-
see, to keep from integrating 
their schools. Since 2000, the 
U.S. Justice Department has 
released 250 communities from 
their desegregation orders and 
consequently facilitated their 
financial and administrative 
secession from their school 
districts.

After all those factors lead 
to a dip in school perfor-
mance, students and their 
communities are stigmatized 
as “failing.” Schools close. 
Quality of life drops; econom-
ic prospects dwindle; public 
safety decreases; and the cycle 
repeats, so that higher needs 
populations receive even few-
er resources.

I know. I’ve lived through it. 
It’s time to back up the big talk 
of “opportunity for all” with 
policies that don’t ask parents 
to compete for a few spots, but 
instead, make public dollars 
work for every child.

We’ve embraced this mis-
sion in my home of Prince 
George’s County, Maryland 
where I serve as County Exec-
utive. Though we know our best 
days are to come, we’ve seen 
incredible progress: increased 
enrollment; higher graduation 
rates; an increase in innova-
tive academic programs; and 
more students receiving college 
scholarships.

The debate over how we 
improve public education can’t 
begin with state-funded segre-
gation, which harms communi-
ties and students, especially our 
most vulnerable. Let’s secure 
our children’s futures and the 
future of America by making 
a meaningful investment in 
quality public schools for all.

Rushern Baker, a graduate 
of Howard University, is the 
county executive in Prince 
George’s County, Maryland. 
You can follow him on Twitter 
at @CountyExecBaker.

Immigrant leaders reject Tillerson 
assessment of TPS recipients

Immigrant leaders reject 
Tillerson assessment of TPS 
recipients
After reports that the De-

partment of State recommend-
ed that the Department Of 
Homeland Security (DHS) not 
renew Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) for more than 
300,000 program beneficiaries 
whose legal status depends 
on renewal, Javier H. Valdés, 
Co-Executive Director of Make 
the Road New York said, 

“We categorically reject this 
bogus assessment from Rex 
Tillerson, which completely 
ignores country conditions in 
Haiti and Central America. 
DHS and Donald Trump must 
now reject Tillerson’s reckless 

recommendation or risk putting 
more than 300,000 immigrant 
families at grave risk. If they 
do not, and instead decide to 
let TPS expire, our commu-
nities will rise in fierce resis-
tance.” 

Make the Road New York 
(MRNY) builds the power 
of Latino and working class 
communities to achieve dignity 
and justice through organizing, 
policy innovation, transforma-
tive education, and survival 
services. We have 21,000+ 
members and operate five com-
munity centers in Bushwick, 
Brooklyn; Jackson Heights, 
Queens; Port Richmond, Staten 
Island; and Brentwood, Long 
Island.

The economy added more than 260,000 jobs in 
October, but Black unemployment rate jumped

By Frederick H. Lowe 
(Special to Trice Edney 

News Wire)

The seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate for 
black men 20-years old 

and older rose in October, al-
though the nation’s nonfarm 
businesses added 261,000 jobs, 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported Friday morning.

The jobless rate for black 
men was 7.5 percent in Octo-
ber compared to 6.7 percent in 
September. Unemployment for 
black men was lower than it was 

a year ago this month when it 
was 8.8 percent.

The unemployment rate for 
black women 20 years old and 
older in October was 6.4 per-
cent compared to 6.0 percent 
in September. The jobless rate 
for black women was lower than 
it was a year earlier this month 
when it was 7.1 percent.

The overall seasonally ad-
justed black unemployment 
rate in October was 7.5 per-
cent compared to 6.7 percent 
in September. A year ago, this 
month, the overall jobless rate 
for blacks was 8.6 percent.

The jobless rate for blacks 
was higher than any other ethnic 
or racial group during October, 
according to BLS. For whites, it 
was 3.8 percent. Asians reported 
a 3.1 percent unemployment rate 
and Hispanics reported a 4.8 
percent jobless rate.

The overall unemployment 
rate dropped to 4.1 percent.

In October, job gains oc-
curred in food services and 
bars offsetting a decline in jobs 
caused by Hurricanes Irma and 
Harvey. Job gains also occurred 
in professional business services, 
manufacturing and health care.

Rushern Baker, the county exec-
utive for Prince Georges County, 
Md., says that our public school 
system is the most segregated 
place in America and that a 
Hunger-Games-like competition 
for vouchers and charter schools 
leaves parents and students fend-
ing for themselves.

both his written and face-to-
face apologies.

McNair, who is now being 
described by many in the com-
munity as ‘Warden McNair,’ 
created a major controversy 
within the league, as well as 
across the country, after it was 
revealed in a story released 
by ESPN the Magazine’s Seth 
Wickersham and Don Van 
Natta Jr., that McNair had 
made the shocking ‘inmate’ 
reference several weeks ago in 
a meeting with 10 other NFL 
owners and 13 current players. 
It was during that same meet-
ing, where other NFL owners 
had expressed their view and 
thoughts about the business 
concerns surrounding the an-
them protests, that McNair 
boldly said:

“We can’t have the inmates 
running the prison.”

It was only after the owners 
finished sharing their thoughts 
on the issue that former NFL 
player and current NFL exec-
utive Troy Vincent stood up 
and adamantly expressed how 
offended he was by McNair’s 
character assassination of and 
reference to NFL players as 
‘inmates.’

According to Wickersham 
and Van Natta, Vincent told 
McNair and the other owners 
that in all his years of playing 
football in the NFL, he had 
“been called every name in the 
book, including the n-word, but 
never felt like an ‘inmate.’” It 
was also reported that McNair 
later pulled Vincent aside to 
apologize and tried to explain 
to him that he didn’t mean what 
he said in a literal sense, but the 
damage had already been done.

The Texans, who were only 
a few days away from playing 
a road game against the Seat-
tle Seahawks at the time the 
‘inmate’ reference was report-
ed, found themselves in crisis 
mode as an organization, as 
many Texans players planned 
to walk out of practice that 
Friday. Texans head Coach Bill 
O’Brien and general manager 
Rick Smith quickly convened a 
team meeting to talk the players 
out of leaving practice. The 
meeting was somewhat effec-

tive, as nearly everyone chose 
to stay, with the exception of 
a few Texans players, such as 
franchise wide receiver DeAn-
dre Hopkins and rookie running 
back D’Onta Freeman, who still 
refused to practice and chose to 
leave in protest.

To drive the point home even 
further, Seahawks cornerback 
Richard Sherman expressed 
his views about McNair’s com-
ments prior to his matchup with 
the Texans, saying via Twitter:

“I can appreciate ppl being 
candid. Don’t apologize! You 
meant what you said. Showing 
true colors allows ppl to see you 
for who you are…I wish more 
ppl would do that. So the world 
could ostracize those who 
don’t want to see EQUALITY. 
Otherwise they will continue 
to hide.”

In an attempt to protect his 
brand, and try and quiet the 
issue, McNair quickly issued 
what many have considered a 
watered-down apology via a 
written statement from the Tex-
ans’ PR department on Friday, 
saying:

“I regret that I used that 
expression. I never meant to 
offend anyone and I was not 
referring to our players. I used 
a figure of speech that was never 
intended to be taken literally. I 
would never characterize our 
players or our league that way 
and I apologize to anyone who 
was offended by it.”

Many NFL players weren’t 
buying McNair’s initial apolo-
gy, so he issued a second, more 
explanatory apology via written 
statement through the Texans’ 
PR department, stating:

“As I said yesterday, I was 
not referring to our players 
when I made a very regretful 
comment during the owners 
meetings last week. I was refer-
ring to the relationship between 
the league office and team 
owners and how they have been 
making significant strategic 
decisions affecting our league 
without adequate input from 
ownership over the past few 
years. I am truly sorry to the 
players for how this has im-
pacted them and the perception 
that it has created of me which 

Texans owner Bob McNair 
‘inmates’ comment sparks outrage
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VETERANS
DAY SALE

NOW-SUN, NOV. 12  
SHOP SPECIALS + OUR LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON  

ON FURNITURE & MATTRESSES!

FREE SHIPPING 
Online with $49 purchase. Valid now-11/12/2017. Exclusions apply; see macys.com/freereturns

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, reg.-
price china/crystal/silver, cosmetics/fragrances, designer handbags, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, men’s store electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, 
jewelry trunk shows, select licensed depts., previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, 
toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Anova, Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Briggs & Riley, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, 
COACH, Demeyere, Destination Maternity, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Global Cutlery, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Judith Leiber, Karastan, kate spade new york, 
Kenneth Cole shoes, Kiehl’s, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, 
Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, Original Penguin, Panache, Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, S’well, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The 
North Face, Theory, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, 
Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Electrics/electronics is excluded from $10 off pass. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or 
credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

EXTRA20% OFF
SELECT SALE IN STORE & SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE ONLINE: CLOTHING, 
ACCESSORIES & HOME ITEMS. EXTRA 15% OFF SELECT SALE IN STORE & SALE & 
CLEARANCE ONLINE: JEWELRY, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, LINGERIE, SWIM 
FOR HER, SUIT SEPARATES & SPORT COATS FOR HIM. EXTRA 10% OFF SELECT SALE 
IN STORE & SALE & CLEARANCE ONLINE: ELECTRICS/ELECTRONICS & WATCHES. 
USE YOUE MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS 11/8-11/12/17.  
MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: VETS See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE ON SELECT SALE IN STORE 
AND SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE ONLINE: CLOTHING & HOME 
ITEMS. USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS IN STORE  
11/8-11/12/17 TILL 2PM OR ONLINE ALL DAY  
11/8-11/12/17. MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: VETS25  
See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

$10 OFF

WANT BETTER REWARDS?
WANT FREE SHIPPING?
WANT MORE SAVINGS?

Macy’s Cardholders can discover their status and the 
benefits they’re eligible for by speaking with a store 

associate or visiting macys.com/starrewards.

MEET THE NEW

VETS DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 11/8-11/12. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW-1/2/18, UNLESS NOTED.
HOW IT WORKS: We’ll give you $10 Macy’s Money for every $50 you spend, up to a $40 Macy’s Money Reward Card in a single transaction. EXCLUDES THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES: Apple Products, tech watches/jewelry/accessories, gift cards, furniture, mattresses, rugs, Macybed, services & fees, sales tax, 
phone & live chat orders, leased depts., restaurants, international orders, e-gifting, online backorders. USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD in stores & online 11/16-11/21/2017. May not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s Gift Cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account. 
If a purchase used to accumulate Macy’s Money is returned, your return may result in a reduction of the value of your Macy’s Money Reward Card and/or a reduction of your total refund amount. The remaining balance of your Macy’s Money Reward Card will reflect the Macy’s Money amount you qualify for 
after deducting the returned item(s) from your original purchase amount.  N7100005

MACY’S MONEY FOR  
EVERY $50 YOU SPEND
IN STORE NOW-11/15 AND ONLINE NOW-11/14.  
GET UP TO $40 MACY’S MONEY.  SEE BELOW. 

PLUS  
GET $10

N7100005D.indd   1 10/27/17   3:57 PM
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6 Editorial

On the 100th anniversary of Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
birth, find inspiration to fight for voting rights 

By Marc H. Morial 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

“You can pray until you faint, but 
unless you get up and do something, 
God is not going to put it in your lap.” 
– Fannie Lou Hamer

At a time when the right to vote is 
being threatened, we look for inspira-
tion in the lives of those who fought 
most valiantly to extend and protect 
that right. This fall we recognize the 
100th anniversary of one of our greatest 
champions, Fannie Lou Hamer.

Born to a family of sharecroppers 

in rural Mississippi, she was forced 
at the age of 13 from her  one-room 
schoolhouse into the cotton fields. She 
was forced off the plantation where 
she worked when the owner found out 
she had tied to register to vote. She 
was blocked from actually registering, 
however, by Mississippi’s notorious 
racially-discriminatory literacy test. At 
that time, Black voters not only had to 
prove they could read, but also had to 
compose an essay analyzing a portion of 
the U.S. Constitution–to the satisfaction 
of a white registrar. White applicants 
were exempt from such requirements 
under so-called “grandfather clauses."

Her willingness to challenge the 
registrar and demand she be alone to fill 
out an application attracted the attention 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, which hired her as a field 
organizer.

The beating she suffered in prison in 
1963 as a result of her activism left her 
with permanent injuries to her kidneys, 
eyes and legs.

While her work with SNCC raised 
her public profile, it was as a founder 
of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party that she gained national celebri-
ty. The party selected 64 delegates to 
send to the 1964 Democratic National 
Convention, and Hamer was elected 
vice-chair of the delegation. Hamer’s 
powerfully moving testimony to the 
credentials committee was broadcast 
on national television, drawing attention 

to the humiliations and violence visited 
upon Black Americans in the South who 
tried to vote.

The work of Hamer and others led to 
the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 
1965. It placed restrictions states with 
a history of discrimination–Alabama, 
Alaska, Georgia, Louisiana, South 
Carolina,  Virginia  and Hamer’s home 
state of Mississippi – and certain juris-
dictions in other states, requiring the 
approval of the federal government for 
any election law changes. In 2013, the 
Supreme Court gutted the Voting Rights 
Act, ruling that “preclearance” no longer 
was necessary. States wasted no time 
in proving the Supreme Court wrong.  
Within two months, North Carolina 
passed racially-discriminatory voting 
restrictions that later were struck down 
in federal court. Overall, 23 states have 
passed restrictive voting laws.

Meanwhile, the White House has estab-
lished a sham Commission to perpetuate 
the myth of widespread voter fraud. The 
commission is a weapon of mass deception, 
a Trojan horse to usher in even greater 
voting restrictions on people of color, the 
poor, senior citizens and students.

Despite her worsening health, com-
plicated by a lifetime spent in poverty 
and the beating she suffered in prison, 
she spent her life battling racism and 
poverty. It would be a disgrace to her 
memory if we did not make every effort 
to defeat the effort to restrict voting 
rights.

Fear of ‘Race War’ thwarts gun control
There is a perception that 

African-Americans are 
more violent and there-

fore an armed—white—cit-
izenry is justified in seeking 
protection.

The gun is the principal 
weapon used in exercising the 
“Stand your ground” law. Un-
der this law, one can initiate a 
confrontation and use deadly 
force to make his point and 
claim self-defense because he 
“feared for his life”.

By any measure of civil 
rationality, the plague of gun 
violence in America is out 
of control. Almost daily and 
across the nation, the body 
count of people wounded or 
killed rises like the mercury in 
a thermometer under a summer 
sun.

Every weekend, for exam-
ple, news reporters in Chicago 
and Washington, D.C., track 
shootings and deaths in what 
has become a morbidly routine 
tally.

These daily accounts read 
like a police blotter—all cool 
details and dry facts. The sto-
ries are devoid of the emotional 
wallop that surely fills the 
hearts of the family and friends 
who knew and loved the vic-
tims. There is little humanity 
shared in the description of 
the lives crippled or ended by 
a bullet.

A hidden psychology of 
race affects the nation’s will-
ingness to see the suffering of 

African-Americans at the hands 
of police violence and, conse-
quently, impedes the nation’s 
collective demands for change.

Specifically, in the case 
of guns, there is a perception 
that African-Americans are 
more violent and therefore 
an armed—white—citizenry 
is prudent to be fearful and 
justified in seeking protection. 
Rarely are such views boldly 
expressed, but they lurk in the 
shadows of the political debate 
over guns.

Somehow the unspoken the-
ory exists that Blacks are plan-
ning a revolution to get revenge 
on the slave master who so bru-
tally demeaned and destroyed 
them and their families. The 
reality is, Blacks never planned 
a revolt against white society 
and have no current plans to 
do so. This theory was created 
and propagated throughout the 
centuries by those whose bru-
tality towards slaves and their 

families, rightfully deserved the 
brutal revenge they perceived.

High powered assault weap-
ons are the weapon of choice 
when the thought of defend-
ing against a racial revolution 
arises. These weapons are not 
used for hunting, nor range 
work, their only purpose is for 
use against assault “In case” 
of a race war or violent racial 
(Black) uprising.

Absent the high-powered 
assault gun, there would have 
been a different result with 
the recent shootings in Suther-
land Spring, Texas where 26 
were killed and 20 wounded, 
it certainly would have made 
a difference in the Las Vegas 
Mandalay shootings that left 
59 dead and scores wounded. 
The 49 people killed and 58 
injured in Orlando, Fla., after 
a gunman stormed into Pulse, 
a packed gay nightclub, and 
the 14 people killed and the 22 
wounded in a shooting at the 
Inland Regional Center in San 
Bernardino.

So, it comes as little wonder 
that the vast majority of people 
are numb to these shocking 
headlines. They absorb such 
news with no more than a tsk-
tsk at the violence with wrin-
kled brows—and then they go 
on with their lives.

It is in these empty spac-
es of concern that spineless 
politicians stand, refusing to 
respond to a mute majority of 
Americans supporting reason-

able and rational gun control 
laws. Instead, some politicians 
respond to the campaign contri-
butions from the National Rifle 
Association and others who 
are loud and proud in support 
of guns.

Meanwhile, nothing hap-
pens in the corridors of power 
to curb the carnage. Even in 
the wake of a gunman forcing 
his way into Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School in Newtown, 
Conn. and shoots and kills 20 
first graders and six adults. —
federal lawmakers did nothing 
to change laws that might have 
helped avoid such a tragedy 
from happening.

Indeed, President Barack 
Obama chastised congressional 
leaders for failing to act, argu-
ing that “to actively do nothing 
is a decision as well.” President 
Donald Trump is deafeningly 
silent on the issue.

But the facts underlying the 
perceptions of a racial divide in 
the gun debate are more com-
plicated than simply decrying 
an implicit bias toward inaction 
in helping poor and black com-
munities under siege. Indeed, 
gun violence is an epidemic, 
and it is killing Americans of 
all stripes.

While African-Americans 
are disproportionately affected, 
they are not, by a large measure, 
the only ones harmed by gun 
violence. The pained human 
face—all too often poor and 
black—that goes unremarked 

upon makes it easy for those 
not intimately affected to imag-
ine that this problem is not 
their own. Yet it is a national 
problem.

For all this talk of race and 
guns, the reality is that far too 
many Americans are dying 
from a single source of needless 
misery, the assault rifle. This is 
an issue for every American.

The scourge of the assault 
rifle knows no boundaries. For 
example, affluent and mostly 
white schoolchildren in Sandy 
Hook, Connecticut, died in 
2012, and federal legislators 
still refused to act.

There must be a ban on all 
types of assault rifles in the 
hands of unauthorized individ-
uals. Assault rifles should be 
confined to the US military and 
local law enforcement agencies. 
There is no good reason an as-
sault rifle should be in the hands 
of a local citizen.

Surely the NRA and those 
charged with protecting the 
lives of American citizens 
have written off those who 
are victims of assault rifles as 
casualties in preparation of a 
never-to-happen race (Black vs 
White) war.

The sooner Americans of all 
persuasions let it be known that 
their neighbor, friend or family 
member is the person who can 
be harmed by a misplaced bul-
let, the sooner political leaders 
will find the humanity and the 
will to do the right thing.

could not be further from the truth. Our 
focus going forward, personally and as 
an organization, will be towards making 
meaningful progress regarding the social 
issues that mean so much to our players 
and our community.”

McNair’s apology, whether genuine 
or not, is not the issue that should be 
focused on during these challenging 
times in this country, and neither should 
his disparaging word choice to describe 
the many NFL players and athletes 
who have chosen to exercise their First 
Amendment right to protest and use 
their high-profile platform to do so. Mc-
Nair and Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones are front and center using their 
‘warden-like’ approach to treat NFL 
players like inmates in prison.

In late October, Duane Brown, one of 
the best left tackles (or ‘inmates’ in the 
game), was traded from the Texans to 
the Seahawks, after he reported that Mc-
Nair had made several racially-insen-
sitive comments prior to his ‘inmates’ 
reference. Brown, who had just ended 
his six-game holdout, said that after 
Barack Obama was elected president in 
2008, McNair told Texans players that 

Texans owner Bob 
McNair ‘inmates’ 
comment sparks 
outrage

From page 4

Continued on page 8
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8

Guided Historical Tour 
213 Low Library, Visitors Center, 
Morningside campus
Learn about the history, architecture 
and sculpture of Columbia and the 
Morningside Heights campus. All 
are welcome. To request a disability 
accessible tour, contact us 5 days in 
advance. To make a reservation for a 
group of 10 or more, call us at  
(212) 854-4900. 

Being the First: A 
Conversation With Georgia 
Pestana 
6:30 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M. 
Sulzberger Parlor, Barnard Hall, 
Barnard campus
Someone has to do it first, but what 
does it take? Georgia Pestana, Barnard 
alumna and the first woman and per-
son of Hispanic heritage to hold the 
position of first assistant corporation 
counsel in New York City, kicks off 
this new series about trailblazers 
and pioneers. For more info, email 
events@barnard.edu.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Professional Journalism, 
Polarization, Post-Truth, and 
Post-Trump 
5:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
418 Barnard Hall, James Room, 
Barnard campus
A discussion of fake news and pol-
itics, and how lessons from the past 
can help journalism face the onslaught 
against truth. With Professor Michael 
Schudson and editors from the 
Washington Post and The New York 
Times. For more info, email  
kah2213@columbia.edu.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10

Lecture & Stargazing: Going 
Out in Style 
7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M. 
704 Pupin Hall, Morningside campus
Lecture on the beauty and impor-
tance of nebula; followed by tele-
scope observations of the night  
sky. For more info, visit  
outreach.astro.columbia.edu.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Columbia Women’s Volleyball  
vs. Yale 
5:00 P.M.
Francis S. Levien Gymnasium, Dodge 
Physical Fitness Center, Morningside 

For more info, call (212) 854-2535 or 
visit gocolumbialions.com. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12

Visual Arts Open Studios 
3:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M. 
Prentis Hall, 632 W. 125th St.

Second-year M.F.A. students show 
work in process. For more info, email 
gdb2106@columbia.edu.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Mikhail Karasik: The USSR’s 
Tower of Babel 
6:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
International Affairs Building, 12th 
Floor, Morningside campus
Opening reception for new exhibit fea-
turing 22 lithographs dedicated to the 
hundred-year anniversary of the 1917 
Russian Revolution. Exhibition runs 
through January 11, 2018. For more 
info, visit harriman.columbia.edu.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15

Piano: Magdalena Baczewska 
7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M. 
Italian Academy, 1161 Amsterdam Ave., 
Morningside campus
Pianist and harpsichordist Baczewska  
performs works by Berio, Clementi, 
Debussy, Monteverdi and Scarlatti.  
For more info, email  
itacademy@columbia.edu.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Poetry Reading: A 
Centennial Celebration 

of Gwendolyn Brooks 
7:00 P.M. TO 8:30 P.M.  
309 Low Library, Morningside campus
Don’t miss this tribute to Gwendolyn 
Brooks, one of the 20th century’s fin-
est poets, featuring Jericho Brown, 
Rigoberto Gonzalez, Darryl Pinckney 
and others. For more info, email 
english@barnard.edu.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Harlem Chamber Players 
Annual Bach Concert 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 114th 
and Broadway
An evening with some of the most 
beautiful concertos and arias by Bach. 
Tickets start at $15. Children 12 and 
under free. For more info, visit  
harlemchamberplayers.org.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

Columbia Football  
vs. Brown 

1:00 P.M. 
Robert K. Kraft Field, Baker Athletics 
Complex, 218th Street and Broadway
For more info, call (212) 854-2535 or 
visit gocolumbialions.com.

Saturday Science: Ready,  
Set, Go! 
1:00 P.M. 
Jerome L. Greene Science Center, 
Education Lab, 609 W. 129th St.
Come and explore the workings of the 
brain through hands-on activities and 
family-friendly scientific resources. Free, 
but RSVP online to guarantee entrance at 
zuckermaninstitute.columbia.edu.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Book Reading: Orhan 
Pamuk 

6:30 P.M. 
Miller Theatre, 2960 Broadway  
at 116th St.
Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk reads 
from his new novel, The Red-Haired 
Woman. Followed by conversation with 
Professor of English and Comparative 
Literature Bruce Robbins. Free, but 
registration required at  
arts.columbia.edu.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21

Brazilian Choro Music 
with Regional de NY 

6:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
Miller Theatre, 2960 Broadway  
at 116th St.
Regional de NY is keeping the 
Brazilian choro tradition alive with 
concerts that are energetic and full of 
joy. Admission first-come, first-served. 
Doors open at 5:30. For more info, 
visit millertheatre.com.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Premiere: Above the  
Drowning Sea 

5:00 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M. 
Butler Library, Morningside campus, 
Room 203
Free screening of a new documentary 
about Jewish refugees in Shanghai 
during World War II. Followed by a 
Q&A with the filmmakers. For more 
info, email rkb7@columbia.edu.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30

BioBus 
10:00 AM TO 1:00 P.M. 
Low Plaza, Morningside campus
Students K-12 have a chance to expe-
rience the excitement of discovery on 
the BioBus, a science lab built on a 
bus. BioBus mobile labs have research-
grade microscopes and are staffed by 
scientists who provide an introductory 
science experience. For more info, visit 
biobus.org.

THROUGH DECEMBER 17

Frank Lloyd Wright, Harlem & 
Modern Housing 
10:00 AM TO 1:00 P.M. 
Lenfest Center for the Arts, 615 W. 
129th St.
Presented as interwoven narratives, the 
Living in America exhibition includes 
drawings, photographs and other mate-
rials that track Wright’s idealized con-
cept for housing development and the 
development of public housing. Gallery 
hours vary. For more information, visit 
columbia.edu/cu/wallach.

events.columbia.edu · Columbia University
in the city of new yorkFor disability services, call 212-854-2284 prior to the event.

It’s Happening at
inColumbia November

Manhattanville Course 
Auditing and Lifelong 
Learners Program
Columbia University funds up to 
150 courses each academic year 
for residents of Manhattanville 
Houses, Grant Houses and others in 
the local community. The programs 
provide adults not currently enrolled 
in college with the opportunity to 
attend selected lectures drawn from 
University offerings in the arts and 
sciences. The application deadline 
for the spring semester is Jan. 5. 
 
For more information, visit  
http://sps.columbia.edu/auditing/life-
long-learners-auditing-program.
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8 Buying a car with add-on products, services 
seldom good deal for consumers 

By Charlene Crowell 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

It's that time of year again 
when auto dealers try to 
make room in their show-

rooms and lots for next year’s 
models. The seasonal clearance 
sales that come right before the 
holidays are just as tempting 
as ever, beckoning consumers 
to get that proverbial ‘new car 
fever’.

But don’t let those shiny new 
cars blind you from the facts 
of a major consumer purchase. 
After mortgages and student 
loans, auto sales take a big bite 
out of your pocket and available 
credit.

A new analysis of car sales 
data reveals that many consum-
ers are being charged triple-dig-
it mark-ups on purchases that 
include a lot of questionable 
add-on products that cost con-
sumers a bundle and reap major 
profits for dealers.

A new policy analysis by 
the National Consumer Law 
Center (NCLC), examined sales 
and financing practices widely 
used by car dealers. Aggressive 
sales of add-on products were 
frequently offered at inflated 
prices. Additionally, these same 
products and services are usu-
ally available for consumers 
to purchase more cheaply on 
their own. When these items 
are added to the financing of 
the vehicle, consumers end up 
padding the costs of finance, 
making the debt more costly 
than necessary.

After analyzing data on the 
sale of three million add-on 
products sold on 1.8 million 
vehicles from September 2009 
through June 2015, these add-
on costs were both unreason-
ably high and varied at the 
discretion of the dealership as 
to the price levels that would 
be charged.

“Our analysis demonstrates 
the negative consequences of 
opaque and inconsistent pric-
ing of auto add-on products 
and the urgent need to bring 
transparency and consistency 
to this market,” said John W. 
Van Alst, the report’s primary 
author and director of NCLC’s 
Working Cars for Working 
Families Project.

Here’s how the unfair pric-
ing and add-ons occur:

After a consumer settles on 
a price of a vehicle, he or she 
is then told to see the finance 
and insurance (F&I) repre-
sentative to review terms and 
sign the purchase. What few 
consumers know, is that many 
dealers pay its F&I personnel 
on a commission basis. Hence, 
the more costs added to the ve-
hicle purchase, the more these 
employees earn. Other dealers, 
according to NCLC, pay a 
higher percentage commission 
as the F&I profits increase per 
vehicle sold. Sometimes car 
sales representatives receive a 
commission on the cars sold 
and additionally, a portion of 
the add-ons, sometimes known 
as “back-end” products.

If consumers accept all the 
options offered by F&I, the 
likelihood is that they will 
eventually pay far more than the 
vehicle is actually worth. Not 
only that, the amount of mark-
up that boosts the dealership’s 
profits would be far cheaper 
and affordable if the consumer 
secured them independently. 
To make these products and 
services appear affordable, the 
length of the auto loan is often 
extended to 72 or 84 months 
— or even longer. The longer 
the auto loan, the more likely 
that the consumer is getting a 
bad deal.

NCLC also cites previ-

ous research by the Center for 
Responsible Lending (CRL) 
that determined car buyers 
who financed vehicles at the 
dealership in 2009 paid $25.8 
billion in interest rate mark-ups. 
That same study also found that 
more than half of Black car 
purchasers – 54 percent–were 
also charged loan kickbacks, 
compared to only 31 percent 
of whites.

In 2014, a  CRL consum-
er  survey also found that Black 
and Latino car buyers purchased 
more add-on products than oth-
er consumers after being told 
that the additional items were 
required to finalize the deal. As 
a result, although consumers of 
color reported trying more than 
other consumers to negotiate a 
fair car deal, they still wound up 
paying more for their purchases 
than similarly-situated white 
consumers.

Here are two of the most- 
costly add-on costs that NCLC 
found to be the most expensive 
for consumers:

Window etching is marketed 
by dealers as a deterrent to theft 
or making it easier to identify 
and recover a stolen vehicle. 
Usually, a Vehicle Identification 
Number (VIN) already appears 
in multiple places on the vehicle 
coming out of manufacturing.

Similarly, Guaranteed Asset 
Protection (GAP) is almost a 

certain sign of having paid too 
much for the vehicle. Should a 
vehicle be stolen or wrecked, 
the consumer’s collision or 
comprehensive insurance cov-
erage is usually limited to the 
market value of the car and not 
the amount still owed. Con-
sumers, however, are still held 
liable for the vehicle’s negative 
equity. GAP products are sold 
to hold the consumer harmless 
between the differing amounts. 
Unfortunately, few consumers 
ever receive what was promised 
with these products. Some do 
not cover the deductible on the 
consumer’s collision or theft 
coverage.

Taken together, the com-
bined average markup on GAP 
and etch products was 170 
percent. By comparison and 
according to the National Au-
tomobile Dealers Association, 
new car sales in 2015 had an 
average markup of 3.4 percent.

“For many Americans, af-
fordable car ownership is not a 
luxury, but a necessity,” noted 
Delvin Davis, a senior research-
er with CRL. “People need 
reliable transportation for em-
ployment, personal business, 
health care and more. Mak-
ing car more expensive with 
marked-up add-ons deepens the 
debt incurred while increasing 
the likelihood that they really 
paid too much.”

Trial to begin for Inauguration Day protesters
Trump admin will spend 

millions trying these de-
fendants, each faces de-

cades in prison
 Washington, DC – Trials for 

the nearly 200 people arrested 
on Inauguration Day are sched-
uled to begin on Wednesday, 
November 15, 2017 in DC 
Superior Court before Judge 
Lynn Leibovitz.

Trials begin despite an ongo-
ing investigation into question-
able arrests,,police misconduct

  The first bloc of trials 
include seven defendants—Jen-
nifer Armento, Oliver Harris, 
Britt Lawson, Michelle “Miel” 
Macchio, Christina Simmons, 
Jayram Toraty, and Alexei 
Wood. To highlight the start of 
trials, Defend J20 Resistance-
will hold a press conference 
that day in front of DC Superior 
Court at 8:30am.

It’s indefensible that the gov-
ernment is spending millions 
of dollars to take nearly 200 
people to trial for protesting 
Trump’s inauguration,” said 
longtime activist and author 
Kris Hermes of Defend J20 
Resistance. “These trials, and 
the decades in prison that each 
defendant is facing, represent 
an aggressive attempt by the 
Trump administration to crim-
inalize and stifle dissent.” The 
trials will start with jury selec-
tion and are expected to last for 
at least two weeks.

In addition to protesters, 
the first trial bloc includes a 
photojournalist and two people 
being identified by the prose-
cution as street medics. Alexei 
Wood was documenting events 

that day, and is one of two 
journalists still facing charges. 
Many volunteer medics were 
in DC during the inauguration 
weekend to provide care for 
people engaging in political 
expression. Several of these 
medics were caught up in the 
mass arrest on Inauguration 
Day and are still facing charges.

In an indictment issued in 
April, each of the more than 
200 defendants at the time were 
charged with at least 8 felo-
nies—rioting, inciting a riot, 
conspiracy to riot, and multiple 
counts of property destruction. 
But, on Wednesday, Judge Lei-
bovitz issued an order correct-
ing the ‘rioting’ and ‘conspiracy 
to riot’ charges by reducing 
them to misdemeanors. Each 
defendant is still facing as much 
as 60 years in prison.

The first trials begin more 
than a month after an indepen-
dent investigation was initiated 
by the DC Mayor’s Office of 
Police Complaints (OPC) into 
the questionable arrests and 

violence carried out by the Met-
ropolitan Police Department 
(MPD) on Inauguration Day. 
The OPC issued a report in 
February critical of MPD con-
duct, recommending that the 
district hire an “independent 
consultant” to investigate MPD 
misconduct. The District Coun-
cil responded by allocating 
$150,000 to the investigation 
which began last month.

To clear up apparent confu-
sion over the sequence of events 
on Inauguration Day, Defend 
J20 Resistance has published 
a graphic timeline. Specifical-
ly, the timeline indicates how 
police wantonly attacked pro-
testers, journalists, medics, 
legal observers and bystand-
ers soon after the march left 
Logan Circle. The timeline 
refutes claims by MPD Chief 
Peter Newsham that the police 
attacks were in response to a 
damaged limousine, something 
that occurred more than five 
hours after people were trapped 
and detained by MPD.

The next trial bloc is sched-
uled for December 11, 2017, 
and remaining trials will take 
place over the next year, through 
the fall of 2018. The roughly 20 
trial blocs will typically consist 
of 8-9 defendants each.

Defend J20 Resistance is 
a large group of felony defen-
dants arrested on January 20, 
2017 in Washington, DC and 
their supporters who have all 
agreed not to testify against each 
other and are working together 
to collectively defend them-
selves. DefendJ20Resistance.
org is a product of their work.

REUTERS/Bryan Woolston.

he wasn’t excited about it and 
expressed that since he started 
protesting during the national 
anthem since last season, Mc-
Nair had not had anything to say 
to him. It is no surprise he was 
traded away (or transferred to a 
different prison unit).

Based on the explosive com-
ments made by McNair at the 
NFL meetings several weeks 
ago, coupled with his failure 
to address the key issues sur-
rounding the true nature and 
purpose of the original protests 
led by Kaepernick, it is strong-
ly believed by many in the 
community that McNair may 
be completely disinterested in 
actually addressing the issues 
of racism, systematic oppres-
sion and police brutality in this 
country.

During a community fo-
rum held at The Community 
of Faith Church, the Houston 
chapter of the NAACP, along 
with many other community 
leaders, pastors and elected 
officials, convened a meeting 
to condemn the ‘inmate’ state-
ment made by McNair, as well 
as discuss the oppression taking 
place across America and a 
path forward.

A group of community 
leaders that included NAACP 
President Dr. James Douglas; 
NAACP National Board Mem-
ber Howard Jefferson; NAACP 
President and CEO Derrick 
Johnson and Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee (who both 

called in by telephone); Con-
gressman Al Green; Harris 
County Commissioner Rodney 
Ellis; State Rep. Ron Reyn-
olds; and Pastor E.A. Deckard 
demanded that the Houston 
Sports Authority rescind a vote 
to erect a statue at NRG Stadi-
um in honor of McNair.

One of the oddest appear-
ances at the forum took place 
when City Councilman Jack 
Christie was asked if he wished 
to deliver any remarks, and 
after accepting the invitation 
to speak, announced to the au-
dience that he wanted to deliver 
some prepared remarks from a 
statement that he had written 
prior to the event. Christie be-
gan his remarks by emphasizing 
that he did not personally know 
McNair and that McNair did 
not personally know him, but 
that he felt he could speak to 
McNair’s character, because 
he had done his research on 
McNair and found him to be a 
man of character and goodwill. 
After invoking Dr. King’s quote 
to describe how the community 
should look at McNair’s char-
acter versus his uttered words, 
Christie also attempted to justi-
fy McNair’s ‘inmate’ statement 
by alleging that McNair may 
have ‘misspoke’ as a result of 
chemotherapy treatments and 
mind-altering drugs. Christie 
also offered to serve as an inter-
mediary between the communi-
ty and McNair—the person he 
claims to not know at all—by 

Texans owner Bob McNair 
‘inmates’ comment sparks outrage
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International
Grueling Mediterranean 
rescue operation unable to 
save 26 African girls

NOV. 7, 2017 (GIN)

Shivering immigrants pulled 
from icy Mediterranean 
waters huddled under aid 

workers’ blankets hardly move 
the hearts of wealthy nationals in 
developed countries these days.

But the story this week 
of 26 young African women 
whose bodies were recovered 
near a smuggler’s boatload of 
migrants caused some heads to 
turn and tears to fall.

Their bodies were plucked 
from the sea on Sunday in one 
of four separate rescue opera-
tions that brought 400 people to 
the Italian port town of Salerno.

“The sea continues to be 
a graveyard,” the medical aid 
group Doctors without Borders 
was quoted to say.

Italian authorities say they 
have launched an investigation 
into the cause of death of the 
26 teenage girls believed to 
have been migrants from Niger 
and Nigeria, who had boarded 
a flimsy rubber dinghy from 
Libya with hopes of reaching 
Europe this past weekend.

Lorena Ciccotti, Salerno’s 
head of police, told CNN that 
coroners would be investigating 
whether the girls had been tor-
tured or sexually abused.

Of the 400 who were rescued, 
90 were women and 52 were mi-
nors, including a week-old baby.

According to Italy’s interior 
ministry, more than 111,700 peo-
ple have reached the country by 
sea in the first 10 months of 2017.

Traffickers are still sending 
migrant boats out into the Med-
iterranean–the International 
Organization for Migration 
(IOM) said Friday that more 
than 2,560 migrants had been 
saved over four days.

In all, 2,839 people have 
died while attempting the cross-
ing so far this year, it said.

"Currently, there is no rea-
son whatsoever for celebra-
tion,” said a spokesman for 
Alarmphone, a network of 
activist and migrant groups 
providing a 24-hour hotline for 
refugees in distress at sea.

“The root causes for mi-
gration and flight have not 
changed."

Red Cross, Oxfam Int’l 
face scrutiny over graft, 
sexual harassment claims

(GIN)

Two well-known charities 
are responding to serious claims 
of misappropriation of money 
and sexual harassment during 
their work in Africa.

In one investigation by the 
Associated Press, the Red Cross 
was cited for faulty oversight of 
workers who may have stolen 
millions of dollars meant to 
combat the Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa.

The deadly Ebola virus that 
spread throughout West Afri-
ca from 2014 to 2016 killed 
more than 11,000 people and 
drew numerous aid workers 
and medical professionals to 
the continent. Some of those 
responders, according to a Red 
Cross internal investigation 
covered by AP, fraudulently 
used funds earmarked for aid. 
Total losses due to fraud topped 
$6 million, AP claimed.

“I feel disappointed and con-
cerned by the reaction of a few 
individuals, that their actions 
detract from the amazing work 
of the Red Cross staff and volun-
teers during the Ebola outbreak,” 
said Paul Jenkins, the head of the 
delegation for the International 
Federation of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies.

Earlier this year, however, the 
organization was again criticized 

for its relief efforts and handling 
of funds in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey, prompting a 
Houston city councilman to call 
donating to the organization a 
“waste of money.”

Elsewhere in Africa, the di-
rector of Oxfam International, 
Winnie Byanyima, acknowl-
edged that sexual harassment 
and other claims had been made 
against seven male Oxfam 
managers.

The charity’s own figures 
show that it handled 87 allega-
tions of sexual exploitation by 
staff in 2016 and 2017, up from 
26 cases in 2014.

“We have a very strong 
safeguarding policy, and in 
fact the number of reported 
cases has increased as a re-
sult of stronger policy and 

stronger enforcement,” said 
Ms. Byanyima, “so we see 
that this is in part a result 
of moving in the right di-
rection.”

Byanyima said she wel-
comes the fact “that more wom-
en feel safe enough to refuse to 
accept (sexual abuse), and that 
is a sign that across the society, 
it is becoming less acceptable to 
abuse women, and I think that’s 
positive.”

But she added: “We are not 
where we should be, and we are 
working harder on training our 
people, setting the system to 
work, [and] making it safe for 
people to report.”

Oxfam describes itself as a 
global anti-poverty organiza-
tion with headquarters in the 
UK and U.S.  

Tax havens for the rich, powerful 
exposed in latest ‘data dump’

(GIN)

The latest investigative 
bombshell by an interna-
tional team of journalists 

reveals the kings and queens, 
presidents and CEOs who have 
hidden their wealth in foreign 
ports, far from the prying eye 
of the taxman. The new report 
is called the “Paradise Papers.”

  Extracts from the report 
have already appeared in the 
Wall St. Journal, the New York 
Times and other national and 
international papers.

  Over 300 reporters in 67 
countries contributed to the re-
port based on 13 million leaked 
documents from offshore law 
firms in Bermuda and Singa-
pore. These firms create and 
register companies that can be 
legitimate vehicles for protect-
ing wealth and tax planning, but 
also hideaways for tax dodgers, 
frauds and worse.

  The report, a year after 
the Panama Papers–an earlier 
massive leak of confidential  
information–lists dozens of 
familiar corporate names who 

avoided billions of dollars in 
taxes.  One investment scheme 
named in the Papers linked 
millions of dollars from an 
Anglo-Swiss mining company 
paid to an Israeli billionaire 
to secure mining rights in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

  The billionaire, Dan Ger-
tler, was called “notorious” in 
the resource-rich country, after 
giving DRC President Joseph 
Kabila $20 million to equip 
his army against rebel groups 
in exchange for a monopoly on 
the country’s diamonds. A 2013 
Africa Progress Panel report 
said a string of mining deals 
struck by companies linked to 
Gertler had deprived the coun-
try of more than $1.3 billion in 

potential revenue.
  Lawyers for Gertler strong-

ly dispute the claims that ap-
peared in Paradise Papers. “He 
is a respectable businessman 
who contributes the vast major-
ity of his wealth and time to the 
needy and to different commu-
nities, amounting to huge sums 
of money. He transacts business 
fairly and honestly, and strictly 
according to the law,” their 
statement said.

  Other African millionaires 
mentioned in the report were 
Godwin Emefiele, governor of 
the central Bank of Nigeria, 
and Jim Ovia, chair of Zenith 
Bank. The two were said to 
have skipped tax payment of 
about 11 million British pounds 
while acquiring luxury jets.

  Meanwhile, in the U.S., 
the activist alliance of faith 
communities, Jubilee USA, 
wrote: “Over $500 billion a 
year is lost by governments 
around the world because of 
the tax avoidance revealed in 
the Paradise Papers... We need 
stronger international laws to 
prevent this activity.”

Winnie Byanyima

Texans owner Bob McNair 
‘inmates’ comment sparks outrage

having the community provide 
McNair with the list of things 
the community leaders are 
requesting from him to make 
this go away.

Christie’s odd appearance 
only raised more questions.

If Christie doesn’t know 
McNair, then how can he pro-
pose to speak about his charac-
ter and the intent of his heart? 
Does Christie’s appearance 
at a predominately African 
American community forum 
on oppression mean he is pre-
pared to actually talk about 
and address racism, systematic 
oppression and police brutality 
in this country? Some residents 
even wondered if McNair sent 
Christie to the event to deliver 
those prepared remarks.

Listen. It is completely un-
derstandable that many people 
have gotten bruised egos and 
hurt feelings, because of the 
racially-insensitive remarks 
by McNair, but his comments 
should not be the focus. The 
original reason that Colin 
Kaepernick took a knee in the 
first place, should be the pri-
mary focus for everyone. Mc-

Nair, the Texans’ organization 
and the entire NFL, must deal 
with the issues that have been 
brought up by Kaepernick, as 
well as the issues brought up at 
the community forum, such as 
bail reform. And don’t stop with 
the NFL. These conversations 
should be had with all of the 
other professional sports team 
owners across the country and 
corporate CEOs.

Based on the treatment 
Kaepernick has received for his 
stance, as well as the comments 
made by McNair and other 
NFL owners, it truly seems as 
if they really and truly believe 
they ‘own’ these players, versus 
simply employing them, and 
are doing everything they can 
to dissuade the players from 
speaking their minds or having 
independent thoughts outside 
of doing what they are told and 
being good ‘inmates.’

The Forward Times will 
continue to follow the fallout 
from McNair’s ‘inmate’ state-
ment and will be watching to 
see if select community leaders 
will attempt to give McNair 
a pass in exchange for a few 

From page 8

Continued on page 10
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bomb of a right hand. Both trad-
ed significant shots,  Gar-
brandt even came close to end-
ing the fight in the first when he 
knocked Dillashaw down with 
a left hook right before the bell. 
However, Dillashaw rallied and 
after some more back and forth 
exchanges landed a left hook of 
his own that rocked the former 
champ. He followed up and 
finished the fight in the second 
round.   

Georges St-Pierre vs. Mi-
chael Bisping 

The main event featured 

the return of a fighter re-
turning to the octagon after 
4 years. There were a lot of 
questions surrounding GSP’s 
return. Most were curious 
how he would fair moving 
up a weight class to take on 
the Middleweight champ, 
Michael “The Count” Bisp-
ing. Well, fans got their an-
swer sooner than expected, 
as GSP—who took plenty of 
damage from Bisping—went 
on to land a left hook and 
then dominantly sink-in a rear 
naked choke. 

“It is a dream come true. I 
don’t have the words,” St-Pierre 

said post-fight. “My respect to 
Michael Bisping. He hurt me 
very bad and I had to hide it. 
Thank you everyone, this was 
a real honor.” 

As for Bisping, many ex-
pect him to retire—after all, 
he is the most active fighter in 
the UFC with 39 total fights 
inside the cage. Understand-
ably though, he didn’t want his 
send off to be tarnished with a 
submission loss, so you’ll most 
likely see him again. As for 
GSP, he is set to take on the 
interim Middleweight champ, 
Robert Whittaker to unify the 
belt.  

Ask Alma: Taking care 
of my elderly parents is 
taking a toll

By Alma Gill (NNPA 
Newswire Columnist)

Dear Alma:
I am a 64 year-old 

divorced woman who 
lives with my father. Some 
years ago, when my marriage 
fell apart, and Mom was diag-
nosed with dementia, I moved 
back home to help my dad 
with her. I was also working 
part-time, so I couldn’t afford 
my own apartment. Two years 
ago, Dad and I could no longer 
care for Mom at home, so we 
put her in a care facility, and 
I retired.  During this time, I 
have made new friends, three 
of them live in the state of New 
Mexico.

A few months ago, I went 
to visit these friends, and fell 
in love with New Mexico. The 
cost of living isn’t as high as 
it is here, and the laid-back, 
small city life seems to mesh 
well with my personality. I feel 
this is the place I am meant to 
live the rest of my life.

My problem is that Dad is 
87, and I’m leery of moving 
hundreds of miles away, know-
ing there are some thugs in the 
neighborhood, who may try 
to break into the house once 
they learn Dad is there alone. 
Although I have a sister, she 
has never been there for our 
parents the way I have been. 
In fact, our parents haven’t 
seen her in seven years. Some 
friends and relatives say I 
should go for it, since I’m di-
vorced and childless, and also 
reminding me I’m no longer 
a young woman. Then, there 
are those who feel I’m being 
selfish for wanting to make this 
move and finally live my own 
life. Am I wrong?

Sincerely,
New Mexico is Calling Me
M Dear New Mexico,
Hello, my darling, thank 

you for taking the time to 
email me and to allow me the 
privilege to weigh-in on your 
situation. It takes a special 
person to care for elderly and/
or invalid family members. I’m 
sending a big hug your way.

I want to start by sharing 
that my mom lived with me 
and my family for the last two 
years of her life. She had come 
to a place where she could no 
longer live alone. Was my life 
on hold? Yes, but I wouldn’t 
take a dime for that time, as 
I’m sure, neither would you. 
You’ve already lived through 
the thick of it, so, there isn’t 

much more I could share with 
you about the “role reversal” 
regarding parental care. It’s 
hard, it’s thankless and it’s 
heartbreakingly some of the 
best times you’ll spend with 
your parents,   unconditional-
ly caring for them as they did 
for you.

It’s an honor for us, but not 
so much for strong-willed par-
ents. Their eyes always seem to 
see you as the child they raised. 
It doesn’t matter how old you 
are, how many children you 
have or how many times you’ve 
been married. LOL.

I can’t help but think, now 
that your mom’s gone on to 
glory, that you should continue 
to be there for your dad. Don’t 
abandon him now. Stay, give 
him the same love and commit-
ment you gave to your mother. 
Your dad, I take it, doesn’t 
need as much attention, but 
that shouldn’t determine your 
decision. You’re doing it just, 
because it’s the right thing to 
do. Is it selfish for you to want 
a break, to want to relocate 
and start living your own life? 
Absolutely not at all, that’s 
normal and you have every 
right to feel that way.

You’ve been an attentive, 
dedicated and loving daugh-
ter…don’t stop now. There’s 
no need to relocate, just yet. 
Take care of your Dad and, 
every three months or so, go 
visit your friends for a week or 
two. Sadly, when your dad’s no 
longer with us—it’ll be time to 
make your move.

I don’t have either one of 
my parents anymore, and I 
regret the extra time I missed 
spending with them every day, 
because I was busy, I had a 
family, I had people to see, 
places to go, things to do. So, 
trust me, you’ll never regret 
putting your life on hold by 
choosing to honor your moth-
er and father. God is watching 
and will undoubtedly grant 
you the desires of your heart. 
Hold on a little longer, your 
day is coming. You gave and 
it will be given back to you in 
good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running 
over.

Alma Gill’s newsroom ex-
perience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles 
at USA Today, Newsday and 
The Washington Post. Email 
questions to: alwaysaskalma@
gmail.com. Follow her on 
Facebook at “Ask Alma” and 
Twitter @almaaskalma.

Demetria Obilor, Texas TV 
reporter takes the high road
Dallas TV reporter Deme-

tria Obilor was recently 
the target of a hateful 

Facebook posting about her 
body shape.

Jan Shedd’s posting went 
viral when she angrily criti-
cized Obilor, saying that she’s 

a “size 16/18 woman in a size 
6 dress” and went as far as 
to say that she wouldn’t be 
watching Channel 8 anymore 
because they employed Obi-
lor. “She looks ridiculous. I 
understand that when I watch 
Channel 8 I’m going to get 
biased reporting and political 
correctness, but clearly they 
have taken complete leave of 
their senses.”

But viewers overwhelming 
went to Obilor’s defense heap-
ing on praise and accolades 
for the traffic reporter. 

In her Instagram response 
to the controversy Obilor said, 
, “Some people have a problem 
with my shape and the way that 
I look on television. Just taking 
a moment to address that and 
show love to all of the ppl who 
show love to me.” 

This isn’t about me. It’s 
about something bigger, and 
I know that you all see that. 
Body-shaming is not OK and 
we’re going to spread love and 
education, not hate   I love you 
all! And I am so grateful for all 
of the support. 

crumbs from the table, as so 
often happens in the African 
American community.

Jeffrey L. Boney serves 
as associate editor and is an 
award-winning journalist for 
the Houston Forward Times 

newspaper. Boney is a frequent 
contributor on the “Nancy 
Grace” show and “Primetime 
Justice” with Ashleigh Ban-
field. Jeffrey has a national daily 
radio talk show called “Real 
Talk with Jeffrey L. Boney.” 
Follow Jeffrey on Twitter @
realtalkjunkies or reach him 

by email at jboney1@forward-
times.com.

The Houston  For ward 
Times is a member publica-
tion of the National News-
paper Publishers Associa-
tion. Learn more about be-
coming a member at www.
nnpa.org.
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Wednesday’s Woman
Product purpose & style guru Joy Mangano pens book

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Women’s Editor

Joy Mangano, inspired 
inventor of products with 
purpose and style, which 

has made her name synony-
mous with closet organization, 
can now add author to her im-
pressive resume.  On November 
7, 2017 Simon & Schuster 
released Mangano’s “Inventing 
Joy: Dare to Build a Brave and 
Creative Life” book in which 
Mangano candidly shares for the 
first time, and in her own words, 
the story of her incredible, 
unexpected life.  In her pow-
erful and poignant words, 
she shares vibrant personal 
stories about her childhood, 
family, dreams and life, as 
well as her original approach 
and often counter-intuitive 
ideas, insights and decisions 
that launched and propelled 
her singular career.

Yet while the book has 
the narrative force of a 
deeply-felt memoir, it is 
designed specifically to pro-
vide readers the inspiration 
and blueprint for changing 
the way they perceive the 
world around them, so that 
they too can reach for their 
full potential and lead more 
courageous, more impactful 
and more joyful lives.

“Inventing Joy” is an enter-
taining and binge-worthy book 
that will unlock the best and 
brightest version of you.  And 
filled with lively anecdotes, 

catchy principles, and high-oc-
tane inspiration, it serves as 
a powerful and encouraging 
guide for readers who want to 
live with more success, confi-
dence, and happiness.

Notably one of today’s 
most-successful product in-
ventors, Mangano is the pres-
ident of Ingenious Designs 
LLC, a company she founded 
in 1990 and later merged into 
HSN, Inc., parent company 
of direct-to-consumer content 
retailer HSN.  Her self-em-
powering shows have made her 
TV royalty and her products 
rule the air!  Who doesn’t have 
Mangano’s legendary Huggable 
Hangers in their closet? 

Mangano began her career 
with the Miracle Mop, the 
first-ever self-wringing cot-
ton mop, which Hangers, the 
world’s first velvety non-slip 
hangers, and has since sold over 
700 million of them nationwide.  
A busy working mom, she is 
inspired by real life, always 
looking for new ways to create 
smart, stylish products that serve 
a purpose and bring a little more 
“joy” to consumers.  She is, 
without a doubt, one of the most 
successful and recognized fe-
male entrepreneurs of our time.  

Since her first record-break-
ing product launches, she has 
also developed Forever Fra-
grant, a record-breaking line of 
long lasting, plant-based home 
fragrance solutions as well as 
the Memory Cloud Warm & 
Cool Pillow.  Her best-selling 
line of Better Beauty Cases, 
Jewel Kits and luggage have 
provided travel and storage 
solutions to millions of con-
sumers.  She recently debuted 
her reinvented Miracle Mop 
on HSN in January 2016 and 
sold more than 210,000 mops 
in 24 hours.  Most recently, 
she released her revolutionary 
TuffTech luggage on HSN.  In 
less than eight hours, she sold 
out of the nearly 30,000 sets 
available.

In addition to her own brand, 
Mangano’s company also de-
velops and manages a portfolio 
of celebrity brands, including 
collections with Keith Urban, 
Randy Jackson, Chef Ming 
Tsai, Chef Lorena Garcia and 
Iman, overcoming incredible 
odds to experience great suc-
cess.  She is the inspiration 
behind the Twentieth Century 
Fox film “JOY,” which was 
directed by David O. Russell 
and featured Jennifer Lawrence, 
Bradley Cooper and Robert 
De Niro.  Press and business 
leaders alike have also recog-
nized her accomplishments as 
a product creator and innovator.   
She was named one of Fast 
Company’s “Most Creative 
People” alongside Marc Jacobs 
and Melinda Gates, and her 
products have been profiled on 
Good Morning America, 20/20, 
the TODAY Show, The View, 
The Ellen DeGeneres Show, 
People, Good Housekeeping, 
USA Today, Entrepreneur, 
Glamour, InStyle, Town & 
Country, Cosmopolitan and O, 
The Oprah Magazine, among 
many others.

Mangano’s products reg-
ularly earn the Good House-
keeping Seal and are sold in 

premier retailers such as Bed 
Bath & Beyond, The Contain-
er Store, Macy’s and Target.  
Her entire product portfolio 
can be found exclusively on 
HSN and HSN.com, where 
she has appeared live in homes 
across America to launch new 
products, technologies, colors 
and assortments for the past 
15 years where she reigns 
supreme.  In September 2016, 
she also opened her restaurant, 
Jema, in Huntington, Long 
Island along with Chef Franco 
Sampogna.  Jema offers diners 
globally inspired dishes while 
highlighting the North Shore’s 
local farmers, purveyors and 
artisans.

Mangano’s journey from 
single mother to the nation’s 
most celebrated female inventor 
-- and one of the most trusted 
saleswomen in the world -- 
makes her the perfect person to 
write a book dedicated to help-
ing others realize their full po-
tential.  Readers and fans learn 
that by 1990, she was a divorced 
mother of three, waitressing 
nights and weekends to keep 
food on the table.  Annoyed 
by the stress of daily house-
work, including the tedious but 
necessary act of mopping, she 
knew there had to be a better 
way.  As someone who “sees 
everything as a product -- and I 
mean everything,” Mangano set 
out to create a way to make her 
life, and eventually millions of 

lives, easier.
Like she does with all her 

products, the celebrated product 
designer launched “Inventing 
Joy” live on air on HSN on 
Saturday, November 4 followed 
by a cross-country, 10-city bus 
tour to meet those who are 
ready to realize their dreams 
and take that very first step 
toward unlocking the best and 
brightest version of themselves.

“I believe that every day 
is a gift, because every day 
I get to wake up and chase 
my dreams,” said Mangano.  
“But it’s not easy, and there 
is never a clear path, and that 
can be scary.  I hope that by 
giving a little window into 
my life -- how I think and 
work and live -- I might help 
others realize that they, too, 
can create a world that is a 
little better and a little bright-
er for themselves and those 
around them.”

“Anyone who has ever want-
ed to turn a dream into reality 
is going to find inspiration from 
Joy’s remarkable story,” stated 
Simon & Schuster’s Publisher 
Jonathan Karp.  “Her book will 
be essential for entrepreneurs, 
innovators, and all people who 
are looking for guidance and di-
rection on how to make the 
most of their ideas, as well 
as those just looking to make 
their life a little more joyful.”  
Simon & Schuster’s Senior 
Editor Christine Pride acquired 
world, audio and first serial 
rights from Mangano’s literary 
representative, Heather Rizzo 
of Rizzo Literary Management, 
to make sure that the book re-
ceives worldwide acclaim and 
recognition. 

Prior to the book launch, 
Simon & Schuster hosted a 
lovely book release launch 
party on Tuesday, October 24 
at WeWork in Bryant Park, 54 
West 40th Street, which was 
attended by Joy’s family, son 
Robert Miranne and daughters 
Jackie Miranne and Christie 
Miranne.  Also in attendance 
was Mangano’s HSN friend 
and supermodel Iman, Si-
mon & Schuster Publisher 
Jonathan Karp, EVP, Chief 
Corporate Content Licensing 
Officer, CBS Scott Koondel, 
Jennifer Lawrence’s mom 
Karen Lawrence and sister-in-
law Meredith Lawrence and 
their guest JP Davis. (Photos 
by Getty Images for Simon & 
Schuster)

About Joy Mangano
Joy Mangano is the President of Ingenious Designs LLC, the 
company that she founded in 1990 and was later acquired by 
HSN, Inc., the parent company of direct-to-consumer content 
retailer HSN.  Joy began her career with the invention and 
launch of the Miracle Mop, and she went on to invent and 
launch hundreds of successful products, most notably Huggable 
Hangers (selling over 800 million to date), My Little Steamer, 
Forever Fragrant, the Memory Cloud Warm & Cool Pillow, 
her Better Beauty Case, the Jewel Kit, and, most recently, her 
record-breaking TuffTech Luggage Collection with SpinBall 
Wheel Technology.  Joy herself appears live on HSN monthly, 
reaching over 90 million homes.  In addition, Joy’s products 
can be found in premier retailers such as Macy’s, Target, Bed 
Bath & Beyond, and The Container Store.  In addition to her 
product work, Joy is also the owner of acclaimed Long Island 
fine dining restaurant Jema, and she is the founding director 
of The Joy Mangano Foundation.

About Simon & Schuster
Simon & Schuster, part of CBS Corporation, is a global 
leader in the field of general interest publishing, dedi-
cated to providing the best in fiction and nonfiction for 
consumers of all ages, across all printed, electronic, and 
audio formats.  It has been the publisher of books by Bruce 
Springsteen, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, and David McCullough.  Its divisions include 
Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing, Simon & Schuster 
Children’s Publishing, Simon & Schuster Audio, Simon & 
Schuster Digital, and international companies in Australia, 
Canada, and the United Kingdom.  For more information, 
visit our website at www.simonandschuster.com

Meredith Lawrence, JP Davis, 
Laverne Perry Kennedy, Karen 
Lawrence

Jackie Miranne, 
Joy Mangano, 
Iman, Christie 
Miranne

Jackie Miranne, Joy Mangano, Robert 
Miranne, Christie Miranne

Supermodel Iman

Jonathan Karp, Joy 
Mangano, Scott Koon-
del

Meredith Lawrence, 
Joy Mangano, Karen 
Lawrence Joy Mangano, Iman
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12 BEACON ON THE SCENE
By Audrey J. Bernard 

Society Editor

An aura of aristocracy 
filled the air at Cipriani 
42nd Street, 110 East 

42nd Street, NYC on Tuesday, 
October 31, 2017 where the 
renowned Bedford Stuyve-
sant Restoration Corporation 
(Restoration) celebrated its 
50th anniversary gala as the 
nation’s first community devel-
opment corporation. Themed 
Restore Brooklyn Benefit, the 
golden gala featured a reception 
followed by an inspirational 
program, award presentations 
and entertainment. Award-win-
ning journalist and Anchor, 
CBS2 News, Maurice DuBois 
returned as the Master of Cer-
emonies.

Some 550 exquisite guests 
attended the anniversary 
celebration that raised an 
unprecedented $1.5 million, 
including funds raised from 
a robust Text to Pledge cam-
paign hosted by Restoration 
Board Member Antonia 
Yuille Williams. Proceeds 
will benefit Restoration’s 
programs and services that 
foster economic self-suffi-
ciency, enhance family sta-
bility and growth, promote 
the arts and culture, and 
transform Brooklyn neigh-
borhoods into safe, vibrant 
places to live, work and visit.

From the illuminated 
stage, Colvin W. Grannum, 
Restoration’s president & 
CEO, greeted guests. “Wel-
come to Restoration’s 50th 
anniversary gala. I feel es-
pecially privileged to share 
the magic and the wonder 
of this evening with our 
friends, well-wishers and 
guests. Thank you all for 
your support of Restoration 
and our honorees. We have 
joined the fight for an eq-
uitable economy and are 
committed to the principle 
that everyone is entitled to 
a fair shot at the American 
dream of prosperity regard-
less of neighborhood, race 
or gender,” stated Grannum. 
“We are honored to serve 
Central Brooklyn and offer 
our sincerest thanks to our 
many community partners, 
friends, and board members 

for helping make the Bedford 
Stuyvesant Restoration Cor-
poration a pillar of Brooklyn 
and New York City. To the 
next 50 years... Dream. Do.”

Grannum ended his elo-
quent remarks by informing 
guests — seated in regal 
chairs emboldened with a 
gold letter [R] on the back 
— that the beautiful match-
ing monogrammed napkins 
at each place setting was 
a gift from Restoration to 
commemorate the evening’s 
euphoric celebration.

New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio paid homage 
to the legacy of Restoration 
with a proclamation from 
the City of New York desig-
nating October 30, 2017 as 
Restoration Day. His remarks 
underscored the important 
role Restoration will con-
tinue to play for the next 50 
years and beyond.

Following dinner, the 
2017 Restoration awards 
were presented to this year’s 
deserving honorees: BRP 
Companies (restoration 
founders award accepted 
by Meredith Marshall, 
co-founder and managing 
partner of BRP Companies); 
CITI (Jacob Javits award 
for enlightened corporate 
leadership presented to Bob 
Annibale, global director of 
City Community Develop-
ment and Inclusive Finance); 
The Ford Foundation (inau-
gural Franklin A. Thomas 
Award, an annual award 
instituted by Restoration to 
honor individuals and or-
ganizations demonstrating 
excellence in philanthropy 
and community service, ac-
cepted by Darren Walker, 
president, Ford Foundation); 
and MaryAnne Gilmartin, 
president & CEO, Forest 
City New York (Robert F. 
Kennedy award for human-
itarian services).

Presenters included Ed-
ward Odom, Jr., vice pres-
ident, Citi Community De-
velopment; The Honorable 
Alicia Glen, Deputy Mayor, 
City of New York; Glenn E. 
Martin, president & found-
er, JustLeadershipUSA; and 
Kevin G. Chavers, Benja-
min A. Glascoe and James 
E. Shipp, Sr.

Entertainment included a 
performance of The Dream 
Again, a special piece created 
by spoken word artist Carl 
Hancock Rux and violinist 
Daniel Bernard Roumain, 
as well as a testimonials of 

Restoration alumnae read 
by “The Old Settler’s” cast 
members Jerome Preston 
Bates, Michele Shay and 
Warner Miller.

Notables in attendance 
included: former Mayor 
David N. Dinkins, and other 
public officials including: 
Congressman Hakim Jeffe-
ries, City Council members 
Laurie Cumbo and Robert 
E. Cornegy, Jr., Deputy 
Mayor of Housing & Eco-
nomic Development, Alicia 
Glenn, former City Coun-
cilmember Al Vann and 
Assemblywoman Annette 
Robinson.

An event of this enormity 
boasted an A-List commit-
tee helmed by Restoration’s 
first President Franklin A. 
Thomas who served as hon-
orary chair. Citi served as 
presenting sponsor. Lead 
chairs were John Doar 
Foundation, David G. & 
Janet M. Offensend and 
Nancy & Joseph Sponholz. 

Vice Chairs were Goldman 
Sachs, Urban Investment 
Group, James & Elizabeth 
Pickman, and James & Ve-
ronica Shipp.

“Thanks to everyone who 
attended and contributed to 
the success of Restoration’s 
50th anniversary Gala on 
October 30. This year’s gala 
was a truly special evening 
— filled with inspiring words 
from our honorees, testi-
monials and performances, 
delectable food and cocktails 
and a spontaneous spirit 
of festivity, stated Kevin 
G. Chavers, Restoration’s 
chairman of the board of 
directors in his humble post 
remarks. “With your gener-
osity, we exceeded all fund-
raising goal for this event, 
providing critical support 
for Restoration’s programs in 
education, employment, fi-
nancial empowerment, youth 
services, public health and 
arts and culture.” (Photos by 
Margot Jordan)

Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation celebrates golden 50th gala

About Restoration
Founded by bi-partisan New York Senators Robert F. Kennedy 
and Jacob Javits in 1967, the Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation (Restoration) is the nation’s first community 
development corporation and has served as the model for 
thousands of community development corporations across the 
United States.  The organization takes a holistic, wide-angle 
approach to neighborhood improvement, encompassing such 
diverse areas as education, job training, financial literacy, 
asset building, affordable housing, public health, and arts and 
culture. Restoration relentlessly pursues strategies to close 
gaps in family and community wealth to ensure all Brooklyn 
families are prosperous and healthy.  Restoration visions a 
flourishing Brooklyn community consisting of strong families, 
businesses and institutions, and anchored in a culture of equity 
and inclusion.Kevin G. Chavers, Meredith Marshall, 

Alicia Glenn, Colvin Grannum

Kevin G. Chavers, William C. Thompson, Jr., Judge 
William C. Thompson, Sr., and Colvin Grannum

Colvin Grannum, Bob Annibale, Edward Odom, Kev-
in G. Chavers

Mayor Bill de Blasio presenting proclamation to Colvin 
Grannum (Photo by Ed Reed)

Colvin Grannum, Maryanne Gilmartin, 
Meredith Marshall, Kevin G. Chavers

Atmosphere
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BEACON ON THE SCENE

  Like Medicare? ‘Like’ us on Facebook.

Use the Plan Finder and other tools at  medicare.gov, 
or call 1-800-MEDICARE (TTY 1-877-486-2048) for help.

An Important Message from Medicare

“Paying less for 
my Medicare? 
I’m open to that.”

Open to something better? Start today.

This is your time to see if you can find lower premiums and extra benefits. 
Look at all your Medicare health plan choices for 2018—including 

prescription drug plans and Medicare Advantage plans from private insurers. 
Plans change every year—maybe your healthcare needs have changed, too.

Paid for by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Castillo Theatre
543 W 42nd Street, NYC

TICKETS: 212-941-1234 · www.castillo.org

directed by JOSEPH MEGEL
written by HOWARD L. CRAFT

THURSDAY - SATURDAY 8:00 PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 2:30 PM

OCTOBER 19 - NOVEMBER 19

Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation celebrates golden 50th gala

Franklin A. Thomas with Darren Walker & guests

Ambiance

Kevin Chavers, Meredith Marshall, Alicia Glenn, Colvin Grannum

Meredith Marshall

Glen E Martin, MaryAnne 
Gilmartin, Colvin Grannum

Colvin Grannum, Darren 
Walker, Kevin Chavers
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IN THE COMMUNITY
“Caribbean Day of Giving” Raises Over 
US$40K to Benefit Hurricane Victims

Edited By Don Thomas

The “Caribbean Day of 
Giving” #Caribbean-
DayofGiving media-thon 

held Saturday, October 7th, 
to assist Caribbean countries 
hit by recent hurricanes was 
deemed a successful venture 
with widespread collaboration 
from the Caribbean Diaspora 
media fraternity.

The organizers of the ‘Day 
of Giving’ reported that the 
event raised over US$40,000 in 
cash as well as several barrels of 
goods, which were handed over 
to Ebenezer Pilgrim Holiness 
Church in New York, which 
will coordinate shipping to 
Barbuda and Dominica.

Funds raised came from 
New York based Caribbean 
Food Delights’ Vincent HoSang 
Foundation. The event also had 
the backing of corporate and 
organizational sponsors such 
as Digicel, Tower Isles Frozen 
Foods Limited, IRIE Jam Me-
dia Group, Usain Bolt’s Tracks 
and Records, Team Jamaica 
Bickle, Union of Jamaican 
Alumni Associations, Golden 
Krust, IMAGES LLC, Carib-
bean Business Connections and 
www.shareitcamp.com.

These efforts were in con-
junction with fundraising ef-
forts by The American Friends 
of Jamaica, the American 
Foundation for the University 
of the West Indies and the Ca-
ribbean Tourism Organization 
Relief Fund, all 501(c)3 charity 
partners of “Caribbean Day of 
Giving.”

Funds raised will benefit 
The Caribbean Disaster Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(CDEMA), which is the official 
body coordinating relief efforts 
to the various Caribbean coun-
tries affected by the hurricanes.

The all day media-thon, 
which involved more than 32+ 
radio programs and other media 
platforms, featured interviews 
with Prime Ministers Hon. 
Gaston Browne of Antigua 
and Barbuda, Hon. Dr. Keith 
Mitchell of Grenada, Hon. An-
drew Holness of Jamaica, Hon. 
Ralph Gonsalves of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Hon. Allan 
Chastanet of Saint Lucia; the 
Premier of the British Virgin 
Islands, The Hon. Dr. D. Or-
lando Smith as well as Ronald 
Jackson, executive director of 
the CDEMA and Her Excel-
lency Loreen Bannis-Roberts, 
permanent representative of the 

Commonwealth of Dominica to 
the United Nations. The Door

Restaurant in Jamaica, 
Queens and the Dumplin’ Shop 
in the Bronx, were the location 
sponsors and sites of the ra-
dio-thon.

The day concluded with a 
“Caribbean Day of Giving” 
benefit concert which was live 

streamed from Usain Bolt’s 
Tracks and Records Sports Bar 
in Kingston, Jamaica. Perform-
ers included Romain Virgo, 
Chris Martin, Richie Stephens, 
Jermaine Edwards, D’Angel 
and D-Major.

The organizers acknowl-
edged the significant need for 
ongoing support to aid in the 

recovery efforts in the Carib-
bean region. Persons wishing to 
donate may still do so at www.
caribbeandayofgiving.com or 
text AFUWI to 41444. As the 
group continues to promote 
new activities to raise funds, ad-
ditional entities are also invited 
to support the disaster relief and 
recovery effort.

Reggae Recorder Richie Stephens (Photo: Emba)

“Caribbean Day Of Giving” radio-thon broadcast from the Dumplin’ Shop in the Bronx, New York
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AUDREY'S SOCIETY WHIRL
NBLCA celebrates 30th anniversary with ‘thriller’ performances

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

One of the most renowned 
organizations fighting 
the good fight to combat 

AIDS in the Black community is 
The National Black Leadership 
Commission on AIDS (NBLCA) 
which has been advocating on 
behalf of African American per-
sons living with, and affected by 
HIV/AIDS. Now, some 30 years 
later, the nonprofit organization 
is celebrating three decades of 
helping to educate, mobilize and 
empower Black leaders to meet 
the challenge of fighting HIV/
AIDS and other health dispari-
ties in their local communities. 
NBLCA’s key advocacy work 
serves to refocus public attention 
on the disproportionate impact 
in Black communities and their 
leadership is recognized and 
engaged in the quest to “Ending 
the Epidemic.” Black diseases 
matter!

On Tuesday, October 31, 
2017 Former Manhattan 
Borough President C. Vir-
ginia Fields, president & CEO, 
NBLCA, Honorable Johnny 
Ford, chairman of the board 
of directors, NBLCA, and 
Congressman Charles B. 

Rangel welcomed guests to 
their storybook celebration at 
the breathtakingly beautiful 
Gotham Hall in Herald Square, 
36th Street and Broadway, NYC 
that was attended by dignitar-
ies from politics, the clergy, 
the community, sports and 
entertainment. Cheryl Wills, 
award-winning NY1 news an-
chor, author and host of “In Fo-
cus with Cheryl Wills,” served 
as Mistress of Ceremonies. 
The evening celebrated the rich 
history and boundless future of 
NBLCA and recognized per-
sons who stepped up during the 
service organization’s embry-
onic stages and courageously 
spoke out to make a difference. 
“We proudly stand firmly on 
their shoulders as we continue 
to fight for those who still need 
us,” stated Mayor Ford.

Guests dressed in black tie 
splendor donned Halloween 
masks as they luxuriated in a 
lavish evening of celebration in-
cluding a cocktail hour with de-
licious passed foods followed by 
a delicious dinner — featuring 
impeccable service — and an 
enthralling program overflowing 
with phenomenal performances 
from the Harlem School of the 
Arts (HSA) under the superb 
tutelage of HSA’s dance director 
Aubrey Lynch II. Adding to a 
most enjoyable evening — drip-
ping with sophistication — was 
the jazz, blues and soul music 
from Harlem Lenox Saphire’s 
house band, The Phil Young 
Experience.

“Thirty years ago, in 1987, 
under the leadership of Debra 
Frazer-Howze and support-
ed by the New York Urban 
League’s then President Harri-
et R. Michel, a group of well-
known and established Black 
clergy, business, civic and 
community leaders gathered in 
New York State to discuss what 
they saw happening within the 
Black community to which 
there was no response. Black 
gay men and intravenous drug 
users were dying from unknown 

causes at similar races as white 
gay men, teen pregnancies were 
at an alarming high rate and 
babies are being left in hospitals 
and dying,” stated Fields.

“This gathering of leaders 
gave way to establishing the 
Black Leadership Commission 
on AIDS with its mission to 
inform, coordinate and organize 
volunteers of the indigenous 
Black leadership, including 
clergy, elected officials, medical 
practitioners, business persons, 
social policy experts and the 
media to take action. This very 
humble beginning, since being 
established as the Black Lead-
ership Commission on AIDS, 
has given way to becoming the 
NBLCA, Incorporated with 
established affiliates in 12 cities 
in the U.S. where AA are hard-
est hit by HIV,” added Ford.

Attendees applauded enthu-
siastically as NBLCA Board 
of Commissioners Founders 
Memorial Tribute awards were 
presented to people that helped 
to start the Black Leadership 
Commission on AIDS: the 
Honorable David N. Dinkins, 
Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III, 
Honorable Dr. Hazel Dukes, 
Dr. Marjorie Hill, Ron John-
son, Dr. Marcella Maxwell, 
and Harriet R. Michel and 
the NBLCA Founder, Debra 
Fraser-Howze. Additional-
ly, NBLCA Founders Circle 
“Choose Life” awards were 

presented to individuals that 
have been involved in the fight 
against AIDS for almost as long 
as NBLCA: Dr. Helene Gayle, 
an outstanding advocate for 
HIV/AIDS accepted by her sis-
ter Karalenne Gayle; and Mrs. 
Katherine Jackson in Honor 
of her son Michael Jackson’s 
philanthropic legacy, accepted 
by her granddaughter and Mi-
chael’s niece, Yashi Jackson 
Brown, for all that Michael did 
for the AIDS community.

In homage to Michael Jack-
son, the evening began and 
ended with 2 of the King of 
Pop’s iconic songs. Jackson’s 
“Thriller” was performed by 
28 students from HSA and 
ended with 8 dancers per-
forming Jackson’s “Man in the 
Mirror.” Afterwards, Fields 
beseeched guests and the com-
munity to “look in the mirror 
and change their ways to help 
decrease the risk of new diag-
nosis and support the efforts to 
Ending the Epidemic.” Both 
songs were performed by HSA 
Dance student, Jordan Hall, 
accompanied by Sean Powell. 
Jackson’s niece was thrilled! 
 “NBLCA continues to be at 
the forefront of tackling issues 
as a thought leader and inno-
vator in ensuing that some of 
the systemic issues in the fight 
against AIDS are addressed. 
Our programs and activities 
in HIV prevention, and related 

disparities, maintain effective 
partnerships with faith-based, 
community-based organiza-
tions, medical and academic 
institutions,” said NBLAC’s 
powerful leader Fields. “Our 
advocacy work serves to refocus 
public attention on the dis-
proportionate impact in Black 
communities.”

Before she dropped the mic, 
Fields, who stunned in a red 
designer’s ensemble, paused to 
thank the evening’s sponsors. 
“Thanks to the generous sup-
port of our Platinum sponsor 
Gilead, our gala was a success. 
We also received support from 
Artimus Construction, Johnson 
& Johnson, Merck, Municipal 
Credit Union, OraSure Tech-
nologies, AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation, BET and GMHC.” 
Fields also expressed special 
thanks to the staff, volunteers, 
consultants, interns, civic and 
community partners for their 
commitment and engagement in 
furthering the mission. In addi-
tion, kudos to Saundra Parks 
of Red Maple Leaf for the stun-
ning floral arrangements and 
masks and Diane Thompson 
who worked relentlessly on 
this event on behalf of NBLCA. 
For additional information on 
NBLCA, 215 W. 125th Street, 
2nd Floor, NYC 10027, call 212-
614-0023 ext 109 or visit www.
nblca.org. (Photos by Margot 
Jordan)

(bottom) Hon. Letitia James, Congressman Charles B. Ran-
gel, Mrs. Alma Rangel, Hon. David N. Dinkins (top) Mayor 
Johnny Ford, Jesse Lewis, Harriet Michel, Kyndell Reid

Jude LaStrapes, Lorenzo Greenwich, Jeanne 
Parnell, Yves Michel, Harriet R. Michel, Cliff 
Love

Congressman Charles B. Rangel, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes, 
Mrs. Alma Rangel, Dr. Marcella Maxwell, Geoffrey 
Eaton, Hon. David N. Dinkins

Geoffrey Eaton, Dina Foster-Osbourne, C. Virginia 
Fields, Pat Stevenson, George Hulse, Hubert Collins

HSA students dancing to Mi-
chael Jackson’s “Thriller”

Aubrey Lynch III, HSA Dance 
Ensemble, C. Virginia Fields.

Steve Manning, Yashi 
Jackson Brown

Tony Abdullah, Medina Sadiq, Esq., Rev. Dr. 
Valerie Oliver-Durrah, James Durrah

Debra Fraser-How-
ze, Dr. Marjorie Hill

Cheryl Wills, Harriet R. 
Michel, Ruth Hunt

Mayor Johnny Ford, Debra Fraser-How-
ze, Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III

Harriet R. Michel, Dr. Marcella Maxwell, Dr. 
Hazel N. Dukes

Yashi Jackson Brown, Rev. Dr. Cal-
vin O. Butts, III, C. Virginia Fields
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Sydenham 
Community Advisory Board honors 
community leaders at annual public meeting
The NYC Health + Hos-

pitals/Sydenham Re-
naissance Community 

Advisory Board (CAB) held 
their annual public meeting 
on Friday, October 27, 2017 at 
the Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 
State Office Building, which 
was hosted by CAB Chair-
person Ruth Clark and Vice 
Chairperson Everett Person. 
The invocation was given by 
Rev. Rashid Raymond Moore, 
Assistant Minister of The Abys-
sinian Baptist Church followed 
by a delicious dinner.

This year’s honorees were 
106th Mayor of City of New 
York Hon. David N. Din-
kins; New York State Sen-
ator Brian Benjamin; Ebo-
ny Magazine “Power 150” 
for Activism, Woman’s Day 
magazine “50 Women On 
A Mission To Change The 
World”  and author of “Black 
Pain” Terrie Williams; Inter-
national multi-media artist, 
who launched her signature 
jewelry pieces “The Black 
Cameo” in 1990 Coreen Simp-
son; Co-founder of Harlem 
Mother’s S.A.V.E. Jackie 
Rowe-Adams; Healthcare 
Advocate Rasheedah Ali; 
and NYC Health + Hospitals/
Sydenham school base social 
worker Lynnsue Jolley.

The award presenters were 
Congressman Charles B. Ran-
gel, Manhattan Democratic 
County Leader Hon. Keith L. 
T Wright, President NAACP 
New York State Conference 
Dr. Hazel N. Dukes, Psychia-
trist Dr. Cynthia Barnes, NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Sydenham 
Director of Nursing Lurlene 
Paul-Richardson, CAB mem-
bers Donna V. Gill and Sergio 
Donavan.

The Keynote Speaker was 
Sydenham Hospital’s Former 
Executive Director and Inter-

national Joint Commission 
Surveyor Robert Christmas.  
Mr. Christmas chronologically 
gave an historical prospective 
on the closing of Sydenham 
Hospital.  The policy-making 
course of action that profound-
ly affected him as he laid off 
over 1,000 people in one day, 
not to mention much needed 
healthcare services that were no 
longer available to the Harlem 

community. He stated “he could 
not have managed without the 
guidance and support of the late 
Hon. Percy E. Sutton, and other 
members of “the Gang of Four.”  
Dr. Hazel N. Dukes reminded 
the audience that it was actually 
the “Gang of Five” as she was 
the silent member.     

Greetings were given by 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Hon. Gale A. Brewer, 

and welcoming remarks were 
delivered by NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Sydenham Deputy 
Executive Director Gregory A. 
Atwater.  Music was provided 
by International Jazzmobile 
Danny Mixon Jazz Trio. One 
of the many highlights was a 
painting and books donated by 
artist and author Bryan Collier 
to Mayor David N. Dinkins.  
Also, in attendance were NYC 

Health + Hospitals Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director Deborah Mc-
Cray, Stephanie Christmas, last 
year’s Annual Public Meeting 
honoree Vy Higginsen, Go-
tham Health Board members 
Dr. Dolores R. McCray and 
Paul Covington, Director of 
Northern Manhattan Office of 
Manhattan Borough President 
Athena Moore, NYC Health + 
Hospitals Director of Commu-
nity Relations Renee Rowell, 
Gill McGriff, Susan Simp-
son-Bryant, Eleanor Kennedy, 
Cindy Cain and NYC Health 
+ Hospital/Sydenham Renais-
sance Auxiliary Vice President 
Joe Brice.

The NYC Health + Hos-
pitals/Sydenham Renaissance 
Community Advisory Board 
members are Ruth Clark, chair-
person; Everett Person, vice 
chairperson; Naomi Griffin, 
secretary; Donna V. Gill, chair-
person, hospitality committee; 
and committee members Robin 
Bell-Stevens, Hugh W. Bob-
bitt, Sergio Donovan, Paula 
K. Dowds, Michael J. Garner, 
Jeanne Parnell-Habersham, 
Michelle V. Jackson, Denisha 
Johnson-Williams, Dr. Mar-
cella Maxwell, Joyce M. Riv-
ers, Francis Savage, Carole D. 
Smith and Viveca White.  

BEACON OF HOPE

Lurlene Paul-Richardson, Deborah McCray, Everett Person, Hon. Keith L.T. Wright, Mayor David N. Dinkins, Gregory Atwater, 
Congressman Charles B. Rangel, NYS Senator Brian Benjamin, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes, and Ruth Clark (seated)

Danny Mixon Jazz TrioMr. & Mrs. Robert Christmas
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AS THE WORLD TURNS
NY/NOV 7: Will history re-

peat itself in NYC mayoral race? 
Will incumbent mayor De Blasio 
get 96% of the large Black vote 
like he did in 2014? Pollsters 
are predicting low turnout but 
a major win for Hizzoner who 
captured commanding figures 
in 2014: Latinos, 87%; Asians 
70%: and whites 50%. Last 
week’s NY1/Baruch College 
Poll revealed that DeBlasio was 
leading his opponents, among 
likely voters, by 49% to GOP’s 
Nicole Malliotakis 16%; to Bo 
Dietyl 3% and Sal Albanese 2%. 

The next big chapter in NYC 
political current events is Who 
becomes the next Speaker of the 
City Council, the second most 
powerful title in local govern-
ment. Eight Councilmen eye the 
coveted job. They are Robert E. 
Cronegy, Richie Torres, Jumaane 
Williams, Donovan Richards, 
Jimmy Van Bramer, Ydanis 
Rodriguez, who are African 
American and Latino and Corey 
Johnson, Mark Levine, who are 
white. There needs to be more 
majority people in leadership 
roles in NYS/NYC politics. 

NYS DEMOCRATS: Geoff 
Berman, former President Barack 
Obama aide, was named NYS 
Democrat executive director, re-
placing African-American Basil 
Smikle, who held the title since 
early 2015. Read a few accounts 
about Berman’s rise and all of 
them included either an Obama 
or Smikle picture. Wonder why. 
Smikle will be NYS Democrat 
Sr. Advisor. As NY Democrats 
get ready for major elections next 
year to help reclaim their majori-
ty in the US Congress and Senate 
and to re-elect NYS Governor 
Cuomo to a 3rd term re-election, 
why is there no Black leadership 
in the party. 

ATLANTA: Headlines read “Is 
Atlanta, America’s Black Mecca 
ready for a white mayor” and 
“Should the next Mayor of Atlanta 
Be Black? Atlanta has had Black 
mayors since the Gerald Ford 
presidency, which has something 
to do with a Black majority. City 
is now 51% Black. Current Mayor 

Kasim Reed is term limited. Eight 
people are competing for the job, 
including Keisha Lance Bottoms, 
a Black Councilwoman and three 
white candidates, including Mary 
Norwood. With this octet of play-
ers, a run-off is inevitable. 

President Donald Trump visits 
five Asian countries - South Korea, 
Japan, China, Viet Nam and the 
Philippines - over 12 days. During 
a stopover in Hawaii, POTUS was 
greeted by protesters with signs that 
read “Welcome to Kenya.” North 
Korea will no doubt be a major 
talking point on his Asia itinerary. 

POLITICS READER: Dem-
ocratic operative Donna Brazile, 
who served as Interim Demo-
cratic National Committee Chair, 
in 2016, wrote an insider book 
“HACKS: The Inside Story of 
the Break-Ins and Breakdowns 
That Put Donald Trump Into the 
White House.” She says that Hil-
lary Clinton controlled the party 
last year having raised so much 
money for a cupboard-is- bare 
party, which is dysfunctional. The 
timing of publication is strategic. 

 On the other side of the aisle 
former 41st U.S. President George 
H.W. Bush wrote a book THE 
LAST REPUBLICANS, refers to 
President Trump as a “blowhard. 

Read the 11/6 Time Magazine 
cover story, THE WRECKING 
CREW: How Trump’s Cabinet 
is Dismantling Government As 
We Know It. Article studies the 
intersections of cabinet members/
departments Scott Pruitt, EPA; 
Ben Carson, HUD and Betsy De-
vos, who “is righting government 
overreach on Campuses.” 

Read about NYC Housing 
partnerships in the THE REAL 
DEAL story, NYCHA HAS 
PRIVATE LIFELINE for insights 
into the labyrinthine world of 
NYC housing inventories.. Story 
explains the relationship between 
NYC Housing Authority and the 
city’s key real estate developers 
and landlords. Essay’s key words/
names include Shola Olatoye, 
Cushman and Wakefield, Hudson 
Companies, US HUD Secretary 
Ben Carson and wife, Candy, and 
Lynne Patton.

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

BUSINESS MATTERS
American Express CEO/Chair Ken 

Chenault, 66 , steps down early next 
year, after 16 years at the helm of the 
Fortune 500 Corporation. His departure 
leaves three African-American Chair-
men/CEOs in the rarified Fortune 500 
environment. They are John Thomp-
son, Microsoft; Kenneth Frazier, Mer-
ck; and Roger Ferguson, TIAA. Black 
Enterprise Magazine was only media 
clever enough to forecast possible F5 
candidates: Charles E. Phillips Jr, Infor 
Global Solutions, CEO; Myron Gray, 
UPS President of North America; and 
Rosalind Brewer, Starbucks Corp, 
Group President/COO. 

The 6th EU-Africa Business Forum 
convenes November 27 in Abidjan, 
Cote Ivoire, the host country of the 5th 
African Union- European Union Sum-
mit of Heads of State and Governmnet. 
The 6th EU-African Business Forum 
concludes a series of business-related 
events held throughout Africa and 

Europe this year. Email info@euafri-
ca-businessforum.com. 

NY Carib News publishers Faye 
and Karl Rodney cancelled plans to 
convene the 22nd Annual Caribbean 
Multi-National Business Conference, 
on November 9-12 in St. Croix, then 
tentatively rescheduled for NYC. 
They will host the Caribbean Multi 
National Leadership Summit, in NYC 
during March 2018. Visit nycarib-
news.com. 

WHAT’S GOING ONBy Victoria Horsford 

ART/CULTURE
THEATER: “ SCHOOL GIRLS; 

OR, THE AFRICAN GIRLS MEAN 
PLAY, comedy, is poised on reigning 
Queen Bee at a prestigious Ghana 
boarding school for girls, a Miss Uni-
verse aspirant, an ostensible shoo-in 
contestant. Her world starts to fall apart 
with the arrival of new teen, equally 
beautiful and talented. Directed by Re-
becca Taichman from a play by Jocelyn 
Bioh, SCHOOL GIRS runs through 
December 10, at the Lucille Lortel 
Theatre, located at 121 Christopher 
Street, Manhattan. 

FINE ART: Check out the exhibit 
NOT OF THIS ISLAND, showcasing 
the works of four fine artists, including 
internationally renown Ghana-born 
TAFA which runs from November 7 to 
December 22, at the Interchurch Center 
, 475 Riverside Drive, 120 Street, Har-
lem. Gallery hours are 9 -5 pm. Exhibit 
reception will be held on November 16, 
5:30 to7 pm. 

Burgess Fine Arts presents new 
exhibit MYTH AND MIRAGE: The 
Art of Avel DeKnight, at the Burgess 

Fine Arts Collection, in Tribeca until 
12/31/17, by appointment. Visit Bur-
gessfinearts.com or call 212.406.2400. 

FILM: Senegalese fine artist cum 
attorney Bara Diokhani, breaks new 
creative ground with his biopix docu-
mentary IF TREES COULD TALK, a 
study of the late Senegalese phenom 
Issa Samb, equal parts painter, sculptor, 
performance artist, playwright and poet. 
Film will be screened on November 13 
at 7:30 pm, at Bier International, 2099 
Frederick Douglass Blvd, Harlem. 
212.280.0944.

NEWSMAKERS.
Scorpio birthday greetings to Herb 

Boyd; Simo Doe; Anakhu Heru; Amani 
Nowell; Davette Reid; Theda Palm-
er-Saxton; and Charlie Sutton, 

RIP; David Downing, 74, transitioned 
passed last week, in Los Angeles. A 
Harlem native son, Downing was a actor, 
director, coach, teacher. An Negro En-
semble Company, NEC, charter member, 
he starred and performed in many of its 
productions like “The Great MacDad-
dy;” Ceremonies in Dark Old Men;” 
and “Song of the Lusitanian Bogey.” 
He worked on so many theater classics, 
“Master Harold and the Boys,” “ I’m Not 
Rappoport,” on and Off Broadway. In the 
80s, he moved to Los Angeles where he 
worked extensively in TV prime time 
shows like “the Jeffersons,” “All In the 
Family,” “Designing Women,” “Fresh 
Prince” and on films like “Gordon’s 
War” and “Up The Sandbox. David 
is beloved older brother of NY-based 
marketing and theater production guru 
Darryl T. Downing. 

RIP: George Edward Tait tran-
sitioned on November 5. Born in 
Oakland, he was raised in Harlem and 
evolved into musician, educator activ-
ist whowas known as the Poet Laure-
ate of Harlem. He taught at Queens 
College and Malcolm-King College, 
Defining music as the poetry of sound, 
Tait was a bandleader, who founded 
a group Black Massical Music. He is 
survived by his wife Akosua and sons 
Damani, Sekou, Kamani, Messages of 
condolence can be sent to weloveta-
merry@aol.com. 

Charles E. Phillips

TAFA

David Downing

Robert E. Cronegy

Geoff Berman

Donna Brazile

Shola Olatoye
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Singer/Pianist Chihiro Watanabe Captures 
Apollo Theater and Sugar Bar Audiences

By Don Thomas

Sightless Singer/Pianist 
Chihiro Watanabe 13, 
born in Tokyo, Japan, 

2004, has an intuitive sense 
when it comes to expressing 
her passionate emotions in the 
music she performs. She began 
playing keyboards when she 
was 2-years old.

Since her first piano lesson 
at age 4, she has been singing 
songs with her own interpreta-
tions. One became a favorite. 
That song is “Tomorrow,” fea-
tured in the hit 1982 original 
movie Annie.

In October 2016, Chihiro 
won the Audience Award with 
rave reviews from Japan’s most 
famous Music Critic Reiko Yu-
kawa at the 13th Annual Gold 
Concert.

In November, Chihiro ap-
peared in ParaFes 2016 held at 
the Tokyo International Forum. 
She was the youngest performer 
on the bill that included such 
stars as the Pop/Goddess Maki 
Oguro and Australian Singer/

Violinist Sarah Alainn. Wata-
nabe stole the show.

On Christmas Day, 2016, 
Chihiro performed on the 42nd 
Annual Radio Music-thon pre-
sented by Nippon Broadcasting 
making her once again the 
youngest singer on the program 
in its four-decade history.

Chihiro and her Manager 
Kaz Hayashida and company 
flew from Tokyo, Japan to be 
a contestant on Amateur Night 
at the Landmark Apollo The-
ater, in the Village of Harlem 
on Wednesday, October 25, 
2017.

I along with Socialite La-
verne Perry-Kennedy, Noted 
Jazz-Note Critic Ron Scott and 
Ronnie “The Photographer to 
the Stars” Wright witnessed 
Chihiro accompanied by her 
piano, belt out a superb arrange-
ment of “Tomorrow,” receiving 
a thunderous applause and 
standing ovation from Apollo 
audience.

Even though Chihiro didn’t 
score the highest points to place 
as an Apollo Amateur Night 

winner, what she managed to 
without a doubt do, was cap-
ture not only the listening ears 
of the “tough-as-nails” Apollo 
audience. She also captured 
their hearts and souls.

The following Thursday 
night, Chihiro accompanied by 
her piano, performed the late 
King of Pop Michael Jackson’s 
Grammy Award-winning song 
“BEN” during Open Mike at 
Ashford & Simpson’s popular 
Sugar Bar Supperclub in Man-
hattan, where she once again 
received a heartfelt thunderous 
applause and standing ovation 
from the SRO audience.

At the conclusion of the 
song, Chihiro was greeted and 
received A warm embrace from 
Sugar Bar Owner and Grammy 
Award-winner/Composer Val-
erie “Val” Simpson, the wife 
of the late never-to-be forgot-
ten Nicholas “Nick” Ashford, 
co-owner of the Sugar Bar.

Chihiro Watanabe also re-
ceived a special invitation to 
return to the venue in the near 
future.

Chihiro belts out “Tomorrow” during Apollo Amateur Night 
Competition (Photo: Ronnie Wright)

Chihiro receives warm embrace from Sugar Bar Supperclub 
Owner Valerie “Val” Simpson (Photo: Kaz Hayashida)

Chihiro spread her arms under the Landmark Apollo Theater marquee as (l-r) Don Thomas, La-
verne Perry-Kennedy and Ron Scott joins in (Photo: Kaz Hayashida)
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AUDREY'S REEL WHIRL

Chris Hemsworth S-L-A-Y-S in 
‘Thor Ragnarok’ 3rd installment

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Film Reviewer

Walt Disney Studio’s 
Thor: Ragnarok, the 
third installment of 

the hit franchise in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, is direct-
ed by Taika Waititi and returns 
Chris Hemsworth starring as 
Thor and Tom Hiddleston re-
prising his role as Loki.  They 
are joined by Cate Blanchett, 
Idris Elba, Jeff Goldblum, 
Tessa Thompson and Karl 
Urban, with Mark Ruffalo 
and Anthony Hopkins.  Kevin 
Feige is producing with Louis 
D’Esposito, Victoria Alonso, 
Brad Winderbaum, Thomas 
M. Hammel and Stan Lee 
serving as executive producers.  
Eric Pearson and Craig Kyle 
& Christopher L. Yost wrote 
the screenplay.  The behind-
the-scene crew incudes: Mark 
Mothersbaugh (music); Javi-
er Aguirresarobe (cinematog-
raphy); and Joel Negron, Zene 
Baker (editors).

DEETS:  In Marvel Stu-
dios’ Thor: Ragnarok, Thor 
is imprisoned on the other 
side of the universe without 
his mighty hammer and finds 
himself in a race against time 
to get back to Asgard to stop 
Ragnarok -- the destruction of 
his homeworld and the end of 
Asgardian civilization -- at the 
hands of an all-powerful new 
threat, the ruthless Hela. But 
first he must survive a deadly 
gladiatorial contest that pits 
him against his former ally and 
fellow Avenger -- the Incredi-
ble Hulk!  

The star-studded world pre-
miere of Disney and Marvel’s 
Thor: Ragnarok took place 
at the El Capitan Theatre on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2017, in Los 
Angeles, CA and was released 
nationwide  in U.S. theaters 
on Friday, November 3, 2017 
where it pummeled the box 
office!  (Photos courtesy Getty 
Images for Disney)

Idris Elba in scene from Thor: Ragnarok

At Thor: Ragnarok world premiere: Actor Tessa Thompson, 
Director Taika Waititi, Actor Chris Hemsworth, Chairman, 
The Walt Disney Studios, Alan Horn, Actor Cate Blanchett, 
The Walt Disney Company Chairman and CEO, Bob Iger, 
Actors Mark Ruffalo and Tom Hiddleston

Liam Hemsworth, Miley CyrusChris Hemsworth, Elsa PatakyCate Blanchette Tessa Thompson

Jeff Goldblum, Emilie Liv-
ingston

Lou Ferrigno, Lou Ferri-
gno Jr.

Chris Hardwick, Lydia 
HearstTom Hiddleston

Sunrise Coigney, Mark 
Ruffalo

Luke & Samantha Hemsworth Tim Tebow Lexy Panterra Matt Damon, Luciana Barroso
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20 INTERVIEW
Angela White’s Insights!

By Kam Williams  
Senior Movie Critic

“A Question of 
Faith”

Angela White is a film pro-
ducer, talent and busi-
ness affairs executive 

and member of the Producer’s 
Guild of America who spe-
cializes in creating compelling, 
commercial material with a 
distinct perspective. She is the 
founder of Silver Lining En-
tertainment, a family-owned 
Multimedia Entertainment 
Company based in Los Angeles.

Angela earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University 
of Delaware prior to receiving a 
Master of Arts degree in Polit-
ical Science from Rutgers Uni-
versity. While still at Rutgers, 
she produced “Hypocritical 
War on Drugs.”

That riveting, PBS doc-
umentary conducted an un-
censored investigation of the 
so-called “escalating war on 
drugs.” Even though the expe-
rience sparked Angela’s interest 
in the entertainment industry, 
she nevertheless decided to be-
come a lawyer before launching 
her career.

Whether renting a movie 
or surfing cable TV or Netflix, 
one would likely have seen 
some of her recent films. Her 
impressive resume includes 
“Busted” which was released 
by Lionsgate in March and 
stars Rockmond Dunbar; the 
dark thriller, “The Sin Seer,” 
which was released nationwide 
last year and stars Isaiah Wash-
ington and Salli Richardson; 
the inspirational, made-for-TV 
film, “Who Can I Run To?” 
starring Gospel Artists Tasha 
Page Lockhart, Marvin Sapp 
and Jessica Reedy; the romantic 
comedy, “My Favorite Five,” 
which stars Rochelle Aytes, 
Brian White and Jay Ellis.

Among Angela’s other offer-
ings are “4 Play,” “My Sisters 
Wedding,” “The Last Letter,” 
“After Effect” and “C’mon 
Man.” HERE, Angela talks 
about “A Question of Faith,” her 
Christian film co-starring Rich-
ard T. Jones, Kim Fields, T.C. 
Stallings, C. Thomas Howell, 
Jaci Velasquez, Gregory Alan 
Williams and Renee O’Connor.

Kam Williams: Hi Ange-
la, thanks for the interview. 
Angela White: Hello Kam, 
thank you for allowing me to 
interview with you and I am 
happy to be here today. KW: I 
was very moved by “A Question 
of Faith.” What interested you 
in the project. AW: Kam, my 
executive producer, Dr. Camer-
on Lewis, woke up one morning 
and encouraged me to look for 
a faith-based movie for our 
next production, so I started to 
reach out to my network to see 
who had a good inspirational 
story and found “A Question of 
Faith” after a long and extensive 
search.

“This script had some of 
the elements I was seeking 
and the writer was willing to 
allow me to develop the film 
into a broader story, which was 
essential to me and Dr. Lewis. 
The film evolved from the 
initial script and I brought the 
Director, Kevan Otto, on board. 
He flushed the story out and 
made sure we were able to have 
a solid plotline from beginning 
to end that could be executed 
on screen.

KW: How did you go about 
assembling the cast. AW: With 
all my feature films, I hire a 
casting director, and we start 
with a wish list of actor’s names 
that we think could embody the 
story and characters. My wish 
list never quite works out, but 
God always knows what he is 
doing as the cast was perfectly 
made for this film. We had an 
extensive casting call in Atlan-
ta, and found at least a dozen, 
local Georgia residents, all of 
whom starred in the picture.

KW: What does it mean 
to you to be the first Afri-
can-American female to release 
a faith-based film theatrically. 
AW: It is a mixture of emotions 
from, “Wow! we are in 2017 
and there are still firsts, to I am 
honored to carry that torch, as 
so many before me have done. 
I would not be in this position 
if it weren’t for the many Af-
rican-American pioneer film-
makers who enabled us new 
ones to excel at our jobs.”

KW: What’s your target 
demo? Evangelicals, Blacks or 
general audiences. AW: This 
film is for general audiences, 
as we discuss several, timely 
social themes relevant to all 
demographics. Everyone can 
understand and empathize with 
feelings of compassion, loss, 
anger, feelings of guilt, shame, 
and not being able to forgive. 
The film shows families in 
situations that most people can 
relate to or know people who 
have been in those situations 
and are seeking some form of 
guidance or comfort.

KW: What message do you 
want people to take away from 
the film.

AW: “A Question of Faith” 
is a powerful story about for-
giveness, racial reconciliation 
and how God’s love, grace and 
mercy can work in your life.

I would love for people to 
step back in their own lives and 
think about how they can be 
a better person to their fellow 
man, how they can learn that 
not forgiving can lead to years 
of anger and resentment that 
does more harm than good, how 
we are all one people, and how 
God only sees our heart.

“A Question of Faith” tran-
scends time, race, gender, class 
and religious ideology. This is 
a film that can open one’s heart 
and make a person reevaluate 
some of their own personal life 
decisions. We want people to 
walk away knowing the word 
of God is there to comfort you 
and that having faith in what 
you can not see is okay, as God 
has your life covered, and the 
questions you may have are 
already answered.

KW: “A Question of Faith” 
represents a bit of a departure 
for you. Were you more moti-
vated by spirituality than profit 
in your decision to commit to 
the picture. AW: I was motivat-
ed by working on a project that 

could impact lives and spread 
the word of God. When our 
team decided to enter into the 
world of faith-based movies, 
we knew of some films that 
had a good profit margin but 
we knew of so many others that 
did not do well. So, it was faith 
that allowed us to take a chance 
and work on a project that could 
affect so many lives and be in 
our personal walk with Christ.

KW: Was there a meaning-
ful spiritual component to your 
childhood.

AW: I was raised in the 
church, in particularly the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, most of my younger 
years. My parents always have 
put God first in everything that 
we do, and attending church 
growing up wasn’t an option for 
us. I play the piano and started 
playing for the church by the 
time I was 11 years old. So, 
church life has always been a 
strong presence in my personal 
life.

KW: Ling-Ju Yen asks: 
What is your earliest childhood 
memory. AW: I can go as far 
back as sitting with my parents 
in the doctor’s office at around 
5 years of age, and being afraid 
of receiving a shot in my arm. 
My parents just comforted me, 
and I knew early on I would 
be okay. KW: Who loved you 
unconditionally during your 
formative years. AW: My moth-
er. Mothers are the heartbeat of 
their children’s souls.

KW: What is your favorite 
dish to cook. AW: Lasagna, as 
It is full of different ingredients. 
Just like us. KW: AALBC.com 
founder Troy Johnson asks: 
What was the last book you 
read. AW: Bishop T.D. Jakes’ 
book: “Destiny: Step Into Your 
Purpose.” KW: The Morris 
Chestnut question: Was there 
any particular moment in your 
childhood that inspired you to 
become the person you are to-
day. AW: For me, I would say 
early on I had to attend many 
functions where I was the only 
African-American child, and 

this impacted my life early on. 
I knew from an early age that I 
represented millions of people 
who had endured atrocities and 
yet persevered for my genera-
tion to be able to have a “seat 
at the table.”

“The first time I was ridi-
culed and attacked for the color 
of my skin was around the age 
of 7 when my parents first 
moved into an all-white neigh-
borhood. These early memories 
defined me as I knew I would 
have to stand tall and strong for 
my family and my race. From 
that moment, I made sure that 
I excelled in school and within 
my career.”

KW: When you look in the 
mirror, what do you see. AW: 
My ancestors.... They paved the 
way for me to be in the position 
that I am in today. KW: If you 
could have one wish instantly 
granted, what would that be for. 
AW: Hard question..... Right 
now, it would be “peace.” Cur-
rently, society is dealing with so 
many troubling circumstances 
that chaos surrounds us.

KW: Harriet Pakula-Tewe-
les asks: With so many classic 
films being redone, is there a 
remake you’d like to produce. 
AW: I would love to redo 
“Claudine.” KW: Judyth Pi-
azza asks: What key quality 
do you believe all successful 
people share. AW: A strong 
work ethic. KW: The Tavis 
Smiley question: How do you 
want to be remembered. AW: 
I just want people to take away 
that, no matter what happens 
in life, you can always pursue 
your dreams. And do not let 
anyone or anything deter you 
away from that. I did not attend 
film school and, today, I am 
creating movies that impact 
people’s lives. KW: Finally, 
Samuel L. Jackson asks: What’s 
in your wallet. AW: History. 
KW: Thanks again for the 
time, Angela, and best of luck 
with the film. AW: Thank you 
Kam and I really appreciate you 
taking the time of out of your 
schedule.

Harlem-based Joyce Griffen, a respected performing artist, ed-
ucator, writer/director recently returned from the Austin Texas 
Film Festival.  “Look what I won at the Austin Film Festival!  A 
cooler full of vodka!  My screenplay didn’t make the second level, 
but it did get half the needed votes.  They said they enjoyed it!”  
Joyce met Actor/Director Keenan Ivory Wayans at the Austin 
Film Festival.  He had just finished a panel discussion. 

Film Producer Angela White



21

B
E

A
C

O
N

, N
ovem

ber 9 – N
ovem

ber 15, 2017 new
yorkbeacon.net

THEATER TALK
Julie Taymor’s ’M. Butterfly’ is 
an exquisitely beautiful show

By Audrey J. Bernard

The fascinating Broad-
way revival of David 
Henry Hwang’s Tony 

Award-winning play, M. But-
terfly, officially opened on 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 at 
Broadway’s Cort Theatre (138 
West 48th Street, NYC) followed 
by a smashing after party.  
Rivetingly directed by Tony 
Award winner Julie Taymor, 
the play stars Academy Award 
nominee and Golden Globe 
Award winner Clive Owen as 
Rene Gallimard with Broadway 
newcomer Jin Ha in the role 
of Song Liling.  Rounding off 
the cast are Murray Bartlett, 
Michael Countryman, Enid 
Graham, Clea Alsip, Celeste 
Den, Jess Fry, Jason Gar-
cia Ignacio, Kristen Faith 
Oei, Scott Weber, Emmanuel 
Brown, Thomas Michael 
Hammond, Jake Manabat, 
Erica Sweany, John Leonard 
Thompson, and Erica Wong. 

For the Tony Award-winning 
play’s first Broadway return, 
Hwang introduces new material 
inspired by the real-life love 
affair between French diplomat 
Bernard Boursicot and Chinese 
opera singer Shi Pei Pu that has 
come to light since the play’s 
1988 premiere.

DEETS:  David Henry 
Hwang’s modern classic, M. 
Butterfly, charts the scandalous 
romance between a married 
French diplomat and a mys-
terious Chinese opera singer 
– a remarkable love story of 
international espionage and 
personal betrayal.  Their 20-
year relationship pushed and 
blurred the boundaries between 
male and female, east and west 
– while redefining the nature 
of love and the devastating cost 
of deceit. 

Director Taymor uses the 
same high theatricality she used 
in The Lion King to capture 
your imagination and it works!  
Ma Cong’s captivating dance 
scenes will have you sitting 
on the edge of your seat!  The 
guileless story strikes a nervous 
cord – like butterflies in your 
stomach -- as the love story 
plays out before you and you’re 

hoping for a happy ending even 
though you know that ain’t 
happening.

The story of M. Butterfly 
resonates long after you leave 
the theater as its tale of a long 
and torrid love affair appears 
futile.  Layered in all of its cha-
os is a story that can be applied 
to what’s going on now in this 
country -- filled with misjudg-
ments, misunderstandings, 
misnomers and missed chances 
to make things better.  

M. Butterfly features origi-
nal music by Academy Award 
winner Elliot Goldenthal, 
choreography by Ma Cong, 
scenic design by Paul Stein-
berg, costume design by Con-
stance Hoffman, lighting de-
sign by Donald Holder, sound 
design by Will Pickens, wig 

and hair design by Dave Bova, 
makeup design by Judy Chin, 
and casting by Telsey + Com-
pany/Will Cantler, CSA & 
Adam Caldwell, CSA.

M. Butterfly is produced 
by Nelle Nugent, Steve Trax-
ler, Kenneth Teaton, Benja-
min Feldman, Doug Mor-
ris, In Fine Company, Jim 
Kierstead, Hunter Arnold, 
Spencer Ross, Jam Theatri-
cals, and in association with 
Alix L. Ritchie, Kades-Reese, 
Storyboard Entertainment, 
and Jeffrey Sosnick.  Polk & 
Co. is the press representative.  
(Photos courtesy Joseph Mar-
zullo/WENN)

DANCE

Jin Ha stars in M. Butterfly (Photo by Matthew Murphy)

Opening Night Curtain Call: Jason Garcia Ignacio, Jess Fry, 
Murray Bartlett, Enid Graham, Clea Alsip, Clive Owen, Jin 
Ha, Celeste Den, Michael Countryman, Kristen Faith Oei, Scott 
Weber

Opening Night Curtain Call: Clive Owen, Julie Taymor, Jin Ha, 
cast & creative team

Jess Fry, Scott Weber, Kristen Faith OeiClea Alsip, Enid Graham, Celeste Den
David Henry Hwang, Jin Ha, Julie Taymor, 
Clive Owen

Elliot Goldenthal, 
Julie Taymor

Austin Smith, Philli-
pa Soo Clive Owen Jin Ha Ma Cong
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22 ON THE TUBE
Wendy Williams Did Her Best 
to “Fall Pretty” While Fainting

By Rachel Leishman

Wendy Williams did her 
best to “fall pretty” 
even while fainting, 

proving she’s the ultimate stunt 
queen. If you’ve been off the 
grid for the last week, you 
might know not Wendy Wil-
liams fainted on air. She told 
her audience that she passed 
out because she was in a tight 
costume, overheated, and was 
dehydrated.

Wendy Williams has contin-
ued to say she’s fine, and we’re 
glad to hear it. But what is truly 
amazing is Wendy’s thought 
process as she was fainting. If 
you’ve ever fainted, you know 
it’s hard to think anything other 
than, “I don’t feel good.” But 
when Wendy Williams does 
it, it is, like anything she does, 
with single-minded focus.

In a segment with “Good 
Morning America,” Wendy 
opened up about her thoughts 
as she was going down on air. 
On the show, she was getting 
ready to start her costume 
contest on Halloween. But the 
Statue of Liberty didn’t stand 
too tall as she began to get 
bug eyed before falling to the 
ground.

Wendy points out that no 

one came to her aid because her 
they thought she was playing a 
trick on them and her audience 
for Halloween. Unfortunately, 
that wasn’t the case, and Wendy 
and her fans got quite the scare. 
But ever the professional, Wen-
dy Williams stood up, finished 
the show, and then went to the 
doctor to find out she was fine.

But while talking to “Good 
Morning America,” Wendy 
expresses that she only had 
two thoughts while fainting. 
She had to fall pretty and make 
sure she kept on the crown. 
And honestly, Wendy Williams 
managed to do both.

When she fainted, she was 
the epitome of grace. She even 
held onto her crown as only 
Wendy can. As she talks about 
it in the video, it is clear that 
Wendy Williams made sure 
she is perfectly healthy. And 
she wanted to let her fans know 
that she isn’t going anywhere 
any time soon. And we’re happy 
about that because she’s coming 
up on her 15,000 show.

Wendy Williams is a force 
to be reckoned with. Seeing 
her get up and finish the show 
is amazing. Just make sure if 
you ever have to faint, that you 
do it the Wendy Williams way 
and fall pretty.

BOOKIN' IT
Harlem-Based

Author Yusef Salaam Pens Book
Edited By  

Don Thomas

The two-act play, “The 
Devil & Elijah Muham-
mad,” by Yusef Salaam 

which was produced twice 
by the award-winning Har-
lem-based H.A.D.L.E.Y. Play-
ers and attracted standing room 
only audiences, is now an 
Xlibris paperback and hard-
back book. The plot centers on 
Elijah Muhammad, the leader 
of the Nation of Islam, who 
faces severe tribulations in his 
Chicago headquarters during 
the early 70s.

Several burglaries have 
occurred in NOI businesses 
and the most appalling of all, 
message pads in his office are 
missing. He does not alert the 
police, but launches his own 
inconspicuous investigation led 
by Captain Raymond Sharif, 
national leader of the Fruit of 
Islam (FOI), the male security 
unit of the organization.

The threat to the harmony 
of headquarters could have 

national and international 
consequences; high-ranking 
members of his staff are at 
each other’s throats as a cloud 
of paranoid suspicion coil 
around H.Q. like a venomous 
smog.

Muhammad scours ev-
ery thread of evidence that 
may lead to the culprit(s). 
He suspects FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover, who has been 
hounding him since the 30s. 
Captain Sharif is suspicious 
of Arabs bearing gif ts to 
Muhammad.

The ailing Muhammad, in 
his 70s and adamant in his 
beliefs, has to meet the chal-
lenges hovering over the NOI, 
and he must make critical 
decisions regarding changing 
aspects of the “Black Mus-
lims’” controversial doctrines 
without “throwing the baby out 
with the bathwater.”

Yusef Salaam’s writings 
appear frequently in the New 
York Beacon. His works have 
also been published in down 
beat, Essence, Black Enter-

prise, Ebony Jr., Messenger 
International, and Sepia mag-
azines, the New York Amster-
dam News, Muslim Journal, 
the Final Call.

He is recipient of the Mon-
roe Trotter Journalism Award 
and received Honorable Men-
tion in the Inspiration Category 
of the Writer Digest Writing 
Competition for his essay, “A 
Man Ain’t Suppose to Cry.” 
The writer was also a guest on 
the Oprah Winfrey Show to 
discuss “Why White Men Fear 
Black Men.” Yusef Salaam is 
the co-chair of the National 
Writers Union Steering Com-
mittee.

For a review copy of “The 
Devil & Elijah Muhammad,” 
contact Xlibris: Tel: 888-
795-4274 ext 6519, Fax:812-
355 4079 or Email:Market-
ingServices@xlibris.com.
Anne.Summers.@author-
solut ions .com,  vcar ter@
authorsolutions.com. The 
author can be reached at use 
salaam@gmail.com. (646) 
318-6629. © Elijah Muhammad

TV-Talk-Show Host Wendy Williams
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C L A S S I F I E D

ADOPTION

Loving family from Europe, 
looking to adopt a baby into 
home filled with happiness, 
security, unconditional love. 
We whole-heartedly welcome 
a child of any race/ethnicity. 
Please contact Chantal, Geoffrey 
and big brother Noah, through 
our NY adoption agency! 1-914-
939-1180 adopt@foreverfamili-
esthroughadoption.org

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels 

For Wishes, benefiting Make-
A-Wish.  We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible. Call (855) 376-9474

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start 

Here –Get trained as FAA certi-
fied Aviation Technician. Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
AIM for free information 866-
296-7094

REAL ESTATE
Wooded upstate NY land 

with LAKES, PONDS & 
STREAMS being liquidat-
ed NOW! 20 tracts! 2 to 41 
acres! 50-60% below market! 
No closing costs! Owner terms! 
888-905-8847 NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com

NAME CHANGE
Notice is hereby given that 

an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
10/30/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002647-17/NY, 
a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 111 Centre Street, 
New York, NY 10013, grants 
me the right to: Assume the 
name of Venus Ulysses Hart.  
My present name is Ricardo 
Ulysses Rangel.  My place of 
birth is El Paso TX.  My date 
of birth is Oct. 18, 1999.  My 
present address is 367 Howard 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11233

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
10/30/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002642-17/NY, 
a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 111 Centre Street, 
New York, NY 10013, grants 
me the right to: Assume the 
name of Shamari Billy Denzil 
Morris.  My present name 

is Bill Denzil Morris AKA 
Bill Morris, Billy D. Mor-
ris, Shamari Morris, Shamari 
Denzil Morris.  My place of 
birth is Alderton, Jamaica, 
West Indies.  My date of birth 
is Aug. 27, 1955.  My present 
address is 133-24 226H Street, 
Laurelton, NY 11413

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
10/30/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002649-17/NY, 
a copy of which may be ex-
amined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 111 Centre 
Street, New York, NY 10013, 
grants me the right to: Assume 
the name of Amanda Louise 
Milam.  My present name is 
Amanda Louise Reardon AKA 
Amanda Louise Cloud, Aman-
da Louise Milam, Amanda 
Cloud.  My place of birth is 

Anaheim, CA.  My date of 
birth is Aug. 29, 1984.  My 
present address is 57 Wad-
sworth Terrace, Apt. 5E, New 
York, NY 10040

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
10/16/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002430-17/NY, a 
copy of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, locat-
ed at 111 Centre Street, New 
York, NY 10013, grants me 
the right to: Assume the name 
of Ritu Sandeep Annamdevula.  
My present name is Ritu Shar-
ma.  My place of birth is New 
York, NY.  My date of birth 
is Dec. 6, 1985.  My present 
address is 310 East 53rd Street – 
Apt. 20B, New York, NY 10022

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civil 

Court, New York County on 
10/25/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002600-17/NY, 
a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 111 Centre Street, 
New York, NY 10013, grants 
me the right to: Assume the 
name of Ildi Silva.  My pres-
ent name is Ildimara Da Silva 
E Silva.  My place of birth is 
Bahia, Brazil.  My date of birth 
is Oct. 8, 1982.  My present 
address is 605 Park Avenue, 
Apt. 9C, New York, NY 10065

Notice is hereby given that 

an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
10/23/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002563-17/NY, 
a copy of which may be ex-
amined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 111 Centre 
Street, New York, NY 10013, 
grants me the right to: Assume 
the name of Joseph Hanna 
Bastawrose.  My present name 
is Joseph Hanna Bastawrose 
Lotfallah.  My place of birth is 
Cairo, Egypt.  My date of birth 
is Sept. 25, 1962.  My present 
address is 6040 Putnam Ave. 
Apt. 3,, Ridgewood, NY 11385

NY Black Media
2” x 2”

From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction awarded 
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673 
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned 
businesses.  We build libraries, firehouses, sewer 
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure 
projects.  We work with general contractors, 
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and 
others in the construction industry. Become our 
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting 
opportunities visit DDC 
online at nyc.gov/ddc

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MWBE OPPORTUNITIES

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600 Third Avenue,  

2nd Floor, New York, NY
10016 $35.00 per year

212-213-8585  
www.newyorkbeacon.net

Driver/Guards Wanted
Armored Car Company is seeking Driver/Guards for our New York 
daily operations.  We are a well diverse company with business all 
over the Tri-State.  We are looking for dedicated individuals to join 
our team. We are a 24 hour operation, which includes extended 
hours, weekends and holidays. 

Responsibilities include: driving an armored vehicle, guarding, 
delivering and picking up shipments.  

Qualifications: Must be at least 21 years of age and able to lift at 
least 50 pounds.  Able to obtain a valid City Of New York Carry 
Permit for a handgun. Must have a valid State of New York driver’s 
license at least Class D. The 47-hour armed guard course certificate 
is a plus. A home Premise Permit is a plus. Previous armed driver/
messenger or related driving experience is a plus.

We offer a competitive salary, benefits including 401(K). Union 
Subsidized medical benefits tenure bonus depending on 
qualifications and continuous good-stand employment and an 
employee referral program. 

Interested Applicants should send their 
resumes to: hr@payomatic.com  with 
the subject line “Rapid”.  You can also 
fax them to 718-366-2577.  Only 
qualified applicants will be contacted.

Navigating the World of Real Estate Investor Finance?
BUILD YOUR BUSINESS WITH EXPRESS CAPITAL

Express Capital Financing • 2626 East 14th Street Suite 202 • Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-285-0806  •  info@expresscapitalfinancing.com

We’ll help you grow your business through smart capital management strategies.
No tax return, stated income loans up to 5 million, all property types.

Contact us today for a free, no obligation analysis of your company’s financing needs!

• Hard/Bridge Loans up to 90%    •  Fix & Flip Loans
• Multi-unit, Multi-family    •  Commercial, Office, Industrial, Retail, Hotels, more

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254

Make-A-Wish®

Metro New York

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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24 BEACONSPORTS Andrew 
Rosario, 
Sports  
Editor

UFC 217: New 
champions are 
crowned, a legend 
returns 

By Andrew Gutman 

With three title turnovers, 
five “Performance of 
The Night” bonuses, 

and the return of mixed martial 
arts legend and former UFC 
Welterweight champion Georg-
es St-Pierre, UFC 217 proved to 
be the best card of the year. In 
case you missed it, here’s a 
breakdown of the main card 
action. 

Paulo Costa vs. Johny Hen-
dricks 

K ick ing  off the  main 
c a r d  w e r e  M i d d l e -
weights Johny Hendricks and 
Paulo Costa. Early on, it was 
quite clear that this was a step-
ping stone fight. Costa, the 
younger undefeated fighter 
by eight years, battered Hen-
dricks with vicious kicks and 
punches, stopping “Bigg Rigg” 
in the second round.  

“This was the biggest win 
so far of my career,” says Cos-
ta. “Johny Hendricks isn’t just 
anyone. He is a former world 
champion and I beat him – 
dominantly. I feel like I deserve 
a Top 10 opponent.” 

While Hendricks should 
contemplate a move down to 
Welterweight, Costa will surely 
be riding this hype wave up the 
rankings.  

Stephen Thompson vs. 
Jorge Masvidal  

The second main card fight 
of the night featured top Welter-
weights, Stephen “Wonderboy” 
Thompson and Jorge Masvidal. 
For the most part, it was a 
lackluster showing. “Wonder-
boy” (ranked #2) consistently 
circled Masvidal, baiting the 
#4 ranked fighter into counter-
punch (and kick) after coun-
terpunch. Thompson proved to 
be more active and in the end 

earned a unanimous decision. 
He was quick to call out his 
next fight.  

“I want the winner of Lawl-
er-Dos Anjos,” Thompson says. 
“I’m always looking for what 
will get me back to the title and 
Lawler is ahead of me in the 
rankings currently so I think 
the winner of that fight makes 
a lot of sense.” 

Rose Namajunas vs. Joan-
na Jerdzejczyk 

Heading into the fight as 
a +500 underdog, “Thug” 
Rose Namajunas was regarded 
as a tough opponent but with 
no serious chance of dethron-
ing one of the most domi-
nant champions in the UFC, 
Joanna Jerdzejczyk. How-
ever, Namajunas remained 
composed, evading Jerdzej-
cyk’s combinations and cutting 
her off with calculated move-
ment and striking with accurate 
punches. Jerdzejczyk wasn’t 
prepared for Namajunas’ seek-
and-destroy game plan and was 
knocked down twice in the first, 
tapping out due to strikes. 

“I kept seeing the finish com-
ing in the third, but I’ll take the 
first,” Namajunas exclaimed. 
“ I hope tonight changed some 
of her opinions about me. I have 
so much respect for Joanna and 
for anyone who steps into the 
Octagon and does this.” 

TJ Dillashaw vs. 
Cody Garbrandt.  

Former teammates, 
Cody Garbrandt and TJ Dil-
lashaw, looked to settle years 
of bad blood while battling for 
the Bantamweight title. Dil-
lashaw changed levels and em-
ployed his unique movement 
and “No Love” stayed light 
on his feet, looking to land his 

Kristaps Porzingis on way 
to stardom

By Derrel Jazz Johnson 

“MVP! MVP! MVP!” 
Those were the chants Kristaps 

Porzingis heard at Madison Square 
Garden Sunday night as he scored a career-high 
40 points, grabbed 8 rebounds and blocked 6 
shots, while lifting the New York Knicks to a 
victory over the Indiana Pacers. 

But the numbers don’t tell the entire story. 
The Knicks, looking sluggish most of the game, 
trailed Indiana by 19 points with 1:43 left in the 
third quarter. This is not a game that a young 
team should win. 

That is when Porzingis took over. KP went 
on a personal 7-0 run to cut the lead to 12 at the 
end of the third, and scored the first eight for the 
Knicks in the fourth quarter. Porzingis scored 
24 of his 40 points when it was needed most, in 
the final 13:43 of the game. Too early for MVP 
chants, but 40, 8, and 6, including scoring 15 
straight for your team is an MVP performance, 
whether the first or last month of the season.  

It is early in the season, but Porzingis has 
scored 30 or more in 7 of the first 9 games of 
the season. Good for 30.2 points per game aver-
age. Good for second in the NBA, only behind 
Giannis Antetokounmpo.  

Porzingis is heading to superstar status, and 
could get there if he keeps up this pace. What 
was equally impressive about Sunday’s win is 
that the heroics of Porzingis came alongside the 
team’s other key building block, Frank Ntilikina.  

In his first crunch-time minutes of his career, 
the French rookie played the entire fourth quar-
ter, nailing two three pointers, dishing out four 
assists, and using those long arms to grab two 
steals in the process. 

Ntilikina finished the game with a ca-
reer-high 10 points, 7 assists, 3 steals, in the 
comeback win. 

Porzingis and Knicks head coach Jeff Hor-
nacek discussed the play of the rookie after the 
game.  “He was great defensively,” Porzingis said. 
“He was putting a lot of pressure on our point 
guard. He was playing with no fear and that’s what 
I love.” Said Hornacek, he played real crunch time 
minutes. It says a lot about him and how he plays 
with confidence. He’s not afraid of the moment.”

Ntilikina and Hornacek, in turn, praised play 
of Porzingis. 

“KP is a very talented player,” Ntilikina said. 
“It makes it easier for the rest of the team. He’s 
just unbelievable. Towards the end of the game, 
he trusted his teammates. That’s what we did all 
game and I think that’s why we won the game.” 

“He’s got great confidence when he’s shoot-
ing,” Hornacek said. “We figured out a way to 
get him the ball. He’s playing great. On defense, 
he came in there and got one really good block. 
Can’t argue the way he’s playing.”

Most Valuable Player may be a bit early, but 
for Kristaps Porzingis, NBA superstar status just 
might have arrived a lot faster than anticipated. 

Wilder demolishes Stiverne, 
wants Joshua next 

By Derrel Jazz Johnson 

There was lots of trash 
talking before the fight, 
but when the fight finally 

happened, it was swift destruc-
tion. 

Hip-hop star  50 Cent 
walked Deontay Wilder to the 
ring, performing his hit “Many 
Men” and it may have taken 
longer than the actual fight 
itself. 

Officially, the destruction 
of Bermane Stiverne by Wild-
er took one second shy of the 
three-minute first round, with 
the third and final knockdown 
of Stiverne securing the knock-
out, but this one was over as 
soon as Wilder landed his first 
big punch. 

Stiverne was the only oppo-
nent that the undefeated Wilder 
hadn’t knocked out. The 6’7” 
champ discussed his motivation 
in the ring. 

“So much frustration, it 
just seemed like my career, 
it’s been crazy. So many guys 
using PED’s”, said Wilder. 
“I just want to prove that I 
am the best. I know I am 
the best but I want to prove I 

am the best.” 
Wilder didn’t hesitate to say 

what fight he wants next.  
“I want Joshua,” Wilder 

said. “If he doesn’t give me the 
fight we have other plans. The 
world wants Joshua, the world 
wants Wilder, I want Joshua. 
Joshua come and see me baby. 
No more dodging, no more 
excuses. Make the date, don’t 
wait.” 

In the co-main event, Shawn 
Porter overcame an injury to his 
left hand to defeat the tough 
Adrian Granados by deci-

sion.  “I hurt my left hand in 
the sixth round, but I kept using 
it,” Porter said.  “I had to use 
my jab. It took a toll on me and 
by the 10th round I just couldn’t 
throw it anymore.” 

For all of you fight fans, the 
boxing action continues this 
weekend in Long Island at the 
newly renovated Nassau Coli-
seum. Brooklyn product Daniel 
Jacobs will take on Roc Nation 
star Luis Arias, and another 
Brooklyn fighter, heavyweight 
Jarrell Miller will battle Mari-
usz Wach. 

The Unicorn Is Balling

Wilder Sends A Message

Continued on page 10

After 4 Years Off, GSP Wins Title


