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The FBI describes “Black Identity Extremists” as Black people 

who pose a domestic terrorist threat to police officers.  
 “Black Identity Extremists” is a new plan to exercise Black 

Oppression, pg 3      

FACE OF THE REAL 
DOMESTIC TERRORIST

RIGHT-WING EXTREMISTS, WHITE 
SUPREMACISTS, MILITIAS, SOVEREIGN CITIZENS 
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NFL owners, Commissioner 
Goodell, players meeting 
Tuesday to discuss protests

Commiss ioner  Roger 
Goodell, team owners, 
players and their union 

leader will meet to discuss 
possible remedies to end the 
controversial issue of players 
kneeling during the national 
anthem. The NFL wants to hear 
the concerns of the players and 
help them relay the message of 
racial inequality — that is the 
purpose of the protest—–while 
not further alienating fans and 
sponsors,

Although the league and the 
union both say there will be no 
change to the current policy 
that players are not required to 
stand for the anthem, Goodell 
emphasized to teams in a memo 
last week that the league prefers 
players stand.

League spokesman Joe 
Lockhart said Monday that the 

NFL will discuss additional 
ways it can use its considerable 
influence to support causes that 
matter to the players.

“As we have talked about 
before, the commissioner and 
league staff will be presenting a 
plan to use the platform that the 
NFL enjoys [for] raising aware-
ness about many of the issues, 
but more importantly, to make 
progress on them,” Lockhart 
said. “We’ll have a lot more to 
say about that [Tuesday], but 
it is something we have been 
working with our players with 
over the last couple months.”

The controversy over foot-
ball players kneeling in protest 
during the national anthem 
rose to new heights after Pres-
ident Trump said last month 

CBC confronts Facebook 
on its record of diversity
Following a report that 

Russian agents were buy-
ing ads on Facebook in 

order to influence American 
public opinion ahead of the 
2016 election, members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
took issue with the company.

Facebook’s Coo, Sheryl 
Sandberg was dispatched to 
D.C. this week and met with 
the CBC. She was told that 
Facebook has no Black people 
on its board, and no black ex-
ecutives. Sandberg promised 
to fix that sometime in the 
"future."

A press release sent out by 
the CBC after the meeting told 
everyone not to get their hopes 
up. It appears that "Facebook 
committed to changing” their 
lack of board diversity “two 
years ago” during a meeting 
with the CBC.

Representatives Barbara 
Lee (D-CA) and Representa-
tive G.K. Butterfield (D-NC), 
are heading to Silicone Valley 
next week to urge Facebook, 
Twitter and other tech giants to 
do better than they have been 
with diversity,

Tech is not very diverse. 
Facebook, for instance, has 

an engineering team that is 
one percent black. Overall, the 
company is three percent black.

And sadly, a new study sug-
gests that Silicon Valley is be-
coming less diverse, not more.

“They have got to under-
stand, they’ve got to move 
quicker,” Lee said about the 
tech industry.

The CBC’s move to Silicon 
Valley is part of its Tech2020 
initiative, which hopes to in-
crease the number of black tech 
employees at all levels, from 
start-up garages to corporate 
boardrooms.

Dr William Barber critiques 
the Values Voters Summit
Reclaiming Our Moral Values 
and Critiquing the So-Called 
Values Voters Summit

By Reverend Dr. William 
J. Barber, II (President, 
Repairers of the Breach)

“Walking Out on the Cov-
enant of God” Jeremiah 22:1-
3,4-5 The Message (MSG)

1-3 God’s orders: “Go to 
the royal palace and deliver this 
Message. Say, ‘Listen to what 
God says, O King of Judah, you 
who sit on David’s throne—you 
and your officials and all the 
people who go in and out of 
these palace gates. This is God’s 
Message: Attend to matters of 
justice. Set things right between 
people. Rescue victims from their 
exploiters. Don’t take advantage 
of the homeless, the orphans, the 
widows. Stop the murdering!

4-5 “‘If you obey these com-
mands, then kings who follow in 
the line of David will continue 
to go in and out of these palace 
gates mounted on horses and 
riding in chariots—they and 
their officials and the citizens 
of Judah. But if you don’t obey 
these commands, then I swear—
God’s Decree!—this palace will 
end up a heap of rubble.’”

On Friday, October 13, Don-
ald Trump went before the 
annual Values Voter Summit 
hosted by the Family Research 
Council and declared America 
“a country that never forgets 
that we are made, all of us, by 
the very same God in heaven.” 
In the name of Jesus, Trump 
vowed to “stop cold the attacks 
on Judeo-Christian values,” 
but the Values Voter Summit 
no more represents Jesus than 
did the church authorities that 
backed slavery.

Ironically, Trump invoked 
the name of Jesus in virtually 
the same breath that he an-
nounced his executive order to 
stop the federal government’s 
cost sharing reduction pay-
ments, which subsidize health-
care for lower-income families 
under the Affordable Care Act. 
Throughout the Scriptures, 
virtually every story of Jesus 
admonishes us to see to the 
needs of the poor and vulnera-

ble among us, but Trump vowed 
at the Values Voter Summit to 
defend those who use religion 
to discriminate.

The Christian nationalists 
Trump has emboldened do not 
follow the Jesus I know and 
preach. Their values are not 
Christ, but cash; not grace, but 
greed. As the Princeton histo-
rian Kevin Kruse has chroni-
cled in his book, “One Nation 
Under God,” they are the heirs 
of preachers, who were pur-
chased by the robber barons of 
the early 20th century to resist 
the New Deal and the Social 
Gospel. During the Civil Rights 
Movement, they spoke against 
Rabbi Abraham Heschel and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

These Christian nationalists 
contradict Jesus, who said that, 
“as you have done it unto the 
least of these my brethren, you 
have done it unto me.” They 
serve only the interests of the 
wealthiest Americans and take 
every opportunity to deny any 
provision of care or encourage-
ment to the poor.

They have elected far-right 
extremists in the country’s 
legislatures, who have become 
paid puppets of a White su-
premacist corporate oligarchy. 
Elected with the support of 
wealthy despots, these men 
(and a few women) pass voter 
suppression laws that make 
them accountable to the voters. 
These peddlers of piety deliver 
huge tax cuts for the super-rich, 
permit corporations to spew 
poison into the environment, 
and fund a military budget so 
enormous and sacrosanct, that 
American citizens are no longer 
even welcome to know what 
that budget is. All of this in the 
name of the Prince of Peace.

Their poisonous mix of 
racism and religion hurts all of 
us, but the irony is that it hurts 
more poor, White people in raw 
numbers. The agenda they are 
pushing in Washington and in 
state houses will hurt South-
ern, so-called “red” states, the 
worst, but at the Values Voters 

Summit, lead organizer Tony 
Perkins put on duck hunting 
waders and pretended to “wade 
into the swamp” as a man of 
the people.

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center calls Perkin’s Fami-
ly Research Council “a hate 
group.” Perkins denies that 
Islam is a religion and regularly 
rails against gays and warns that 
LGBT citizens plan to round 
up the Christians in “boxcars.” 
His vice president, William 
“Jerry” Boykin, Jr., claims that 
Islam is “pure evil” and should 
not be protected under the 
First Amendment. Boykin has 
threatened to physically attack 
anyone not using the bathroom 
that he thinks they should use.

We have to stop calling these 
leaders White Christians or 
evangelicals. Why should we 
listen when they p-r-a-y in pub-
lic and p-r-e-y on the people? 
These attacks on healthcare will 
become devastating to the poor. 
Even a Republican governor said 
Trump’s executive order will 
hurt the mentally ill, damage the 
poor and distress families.

Trump has brought about a 
devolution of values, not a rev-
olution of values. They did not 
have a values conference in that 
D.C. ballroom; it was a vicious 
conference where they clapped 
and applauded a president, who 
would undermine healthcare 
for the poorest and most needy 
people in our country and then 
attempt to claim that somehow 
he has rescued Judeo-Christian 
values. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth, and nothing 
could be more of a sign that 
this president and those who 
go along with him suffer from 
a values and moral bankruptcy.

Now, more than ever, we see 
the truth of what Dr. King said: 
we need a “moral revolution of 
values.” I have been crossing 
this country for the past eight 
weeks with Rev Dr. Liz Theo-
haris, meeting in churches and 
synagogues and community 
colleges with thousands of peo-
ple, who know we need a values 
revolution in America. We are 
building a Poor People’s Cam-
paign and Moral Revival to not 
only reclaim our time, but also 
to reclaim our values, which 
been hijacked by extremists.

Corporate sponsorship has 
bloated the public image of ex-
tremism, but there are far more 
people of faith and conscience, 
who want to revive the heart 
and soul of our democracy. 
We are inviting that moral ma-
jority to speak out and stand 
up for a #ValuesRevolution. 
 Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II, 
is the President of Repairers of 
the Breach, co-chair of the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National 
Call for Moral Revival, and au-
thor of The Third Reconstruc-
tion. Follow Bishop Barber on 
Twitter @RevDrBarber. Follow 
Repairers of the Breach on 
Twitter @BRepairers.

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II critiques President Donald 
Trump’s speech at the recent Values Voters Summit hosted by 
the Family Research Council. memorial in Washington, D.C. in 
2015. (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)

San Francisco 49er kneel during the national anthem
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Daunting realities on Black 
progress in America

By Jesse Jackson Sr

The racial disparity on 
Black progress in Amer-
ica is daunting and per-

vasive. Following are some of 
the pressing issues that cause 
great concern:

Racial profiling while driv-
ing and in stores;

A black incarceration rate 
5.1 times that of whites and in 
Iowa, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
Vermont and Wisconsin the 
disparity is 10-to-1;

In 12 states more than half 
of the prison population is 
black, with Maryland having 
the highest rate at 72 percent, 
in 11 states, at least 1-in-20 
black males are in prison; in 
Oklahoma, 1-in-15 males ages 

18 and older is in prison;
African Americans are 13 

percent of the population but 
since 1976 are 35 percent of 
executions;

1-in-17 black men aged 30-
34 was in prison in 2015;

Black males born in 2001 
had a 32 percent chance of 
serving time in prison at some 
point in their lives;

In 2015 the rate of prison in-
carceration for black women was 
double the rate for white women.

African Americans have 
higher rates of mortality than any 
other racial or ethnic group for 
8 of the top 10 causes of death.

 People of color have the 
highest rates of cardiovascular 
disease, HIV/AIDS and infant 
mortality.

In housing African Amer-
icans were disproportionately 
foreclosed on during the Great 
Recession and are the main 
victims of redlining.

Black unemployment has 
always been at least twice that 
of whites. 

Youth unemployment is 
often over 50 percent in poor 
urban areas.

Economically the wealth gap 
between whites and black fami-
lies nearly tripled from $85,000 
in 1984 to $236,500 in 2009.

In education Blacks dispro-
portionately attend poorly fi-
nanced and segregated public 
schools.  While there has been 
an increase in blacks going to 
college, most of this rise has been 
in lower-quality institutions.

White House consistently 
uses race as diversion

By Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

President Donald Trump 
has a knack for diverting 
attention from his fail-

ures, often using race as the 
vehicle.  So when Sen. John 
McCain came out against the 
cruel Graham-Cassidy Repub-
lican health care bill late Friday, 
guaranteeing its well-deserved 
crash, Trump went speeding 
down the racially divisive low 
road.

At a virtually all-white cam-
paign rally in Alabama that 
night, the most powerful man 
in the world decided to crudely 
attack NFL players with the 
courage and consciousness to 
follow the example of Colin 
Kaepernick, the African Amer-
ican quarterback who took a 
knee during the national an-
them to protest police killings 
of unarmed black men and 
boys.

No  o n e  s h o u l d  h ave 
been surprised by the latest 
Trump-attack. Racially charged 
statements and allegations are 
nothing new for him: a Justice 
Department lawsuit for housing 
discrimination against he and 
his father; the Central Park 
Five, birtherism, attacking the 
integrity of an Indiana-born 
Mexican-American judge in the 
Trump University trial, calling 
Mexican immigrants crimi-
nals, drug dealers and rapists 
when he announced he was 
running for president, a Mus-
lim travel ban, Charlottesville, 
Jemele Hill and now attacks on 
Kaepernick, Stephen Curry and 
any other athlete with the nerve 
to speak out against injustice.

After the murderous events 

in Charlottesville, President 
Trump said there were some 
“fine people” among the thou-
sands of KKK, neo-Nazis and 
white supremacist protesters 
marching with tiki torches 
carrying Confederate and Nazi 
flags.  But when black athletes 
non-violently kneel on the 
sidelines during the playing of 
the national anthem, Trump 
insults their mothers by calling 
the players SOBs.

President Trump said race 
had nothing to do with his name 
calling. He said Kaepernick 
was disrespecting the flag and 
the military protecting it, and 
should be denied his right to 
speak and earn an honest living.  
Kaepernick said he was pro-
testing racial injustice.  What 
could Kaepernick possibly have 
in mind?

His immediate concern was 
a rash of police killings of 
unarmed black people.  But 
I’m sure he was aware of other 
substantive concerns as well: 
Please see article, “Daunting 
realities on Black progress in 
America”

President Trump wanted 
the owners to fire any player 
who took a knee, but given the 
response of the players on Sun-
day that would have left them 
with ball boys and middle-aged 
coaches lining up.  Instead vir-
tually all of the owners joined 
with their players in support of 
the issue Kaepernick raised – 
racial injustice. That was a little 
perplexing – and hypocritical 
– considering the owners had 
white-balled Kaepernick, de-
nying him a job in the NFL for 
kneeling – and thereby standing 
up for the oppressed.

By taking a knee, Kaeper-
nick stands firmly in the linage 
of Muhammad Ali, Tommie 
Smith and John Carlos at the 
1968 Olympics, Curt Flood, 
Billie Jean King and Jackie 
Robinson, a founding board 
member of Operation PUSH.

Like those brave men and 
women, Kaepernick is not just 
courageous. He is good, very 
good at his job – throwing a 
football through the air on an 
autumn afternoon. He should 
be on an NFL team and until 
he is, every American who 
cares about justice and fair play 
should take a knee and boycott 
the games.

Black Identity Extremist, the FBI
What is Black Identity 
Extremist

By Julianne Malveaux 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

While White men are 
beating Black men on 
the streets of Charlot-

tesville, Virginia, while a lone 
White wolf is shooting people 
from the Mandalay Bay Hotel, 
while the word “terrorist” is 
hardly used to describe these 
men, the FBI, under the lead-
ership of the racist Attorney 
General Jeff Beauregard Ses-
sions, is thinking up a new 
way to oppress Black people.  
Despite the fact that there is no 
evidence of a “movement”, the 
FBI has described a group of 
black people as “black identity 
extremists” who pose a domes-
tic terrorist threat to police offi-
cers. (https://assets.document-
cloud.org/documents/4067711/
BIE-Redacted.pdf)

Hold up!  We have seen 
domestic terror threats, though 
there are those of limited in-
telligence who cannot fathom 
them.  The man who shot up 
an Orlando, Florida nightclub 
was a domestic terrorist.  Dylan 
Roof, who worshipped with 
the parishioners at Mother 
Emanuel AME church was a 
domestic terrorist so highly 
regarded by law enforcement 
that they bought him a meal 
before taking him to jail.  The 
man I will not mention in Las 
Vegas was a domestic terrorist.  
But the FBI is manufacturing 

evidence to focus on us African 
Americans who embrace our 
Black identity.

Foreign Policy, the maga-
zine and website that broke the 
story of this new classification 
of “woke” black people, leaked 
the FBI document that links 
black identity with extremism 
and threats to police officers.  
The document mentions Black 
Lives Matter, although the con-
nection between Black Lives 
Matter and anti-police violence 
has not been established.  For 
the FBI to identify “Black Iden-
tity Extremists” as domestic 
terrorists is to declare war on 
black people.  After all, what 
does it mean to be a “Black 
Identity Extremist”?  Does it 
mean we love our Blackness 
and refuse to back down when 
we are attacked?  Does it mean 
that we revel in our identity and 
use every available platform 
(thank you, Colin Kaepernick) 
to lift our voices up against 
injustice?  Why is this embrace 
of Blackness so frightening 
to melanin-deficient people?  
They prefer us silent, docile, 
grateful, acquiescent.  They 
demand no such acquiescence 
from their melanin-impaired 
friends who gleefully walk 
through civilized streets of 
places like Charlottesville and 
parry racist chants like “you 
will not replace us, Jews will 
not replace us”.  That’s domes-
tic terrorism, Beauregard!  Call 
it like it is instead of inventing 
a Black movement that does 
not exist.

Andrew Cohen (https://
www.brennancenter.org/blog/
fbi-new-fantasy-black-identi-
ty-extremists) wrote about the 
FBI report for the Brennan Cen-
ter for Justice at New York Uni-
versity and reports that “there is 
no “BIE movement,” but in the 
fertile mind of those within the 
Trump administration that want 
you to believe there is some sin-
ister Black force out there bent 
on attacking police officers. No 
journalists or academics have 
discovered and chronicled such 

a movement or its leaders. No 
such leaders have come forward 
to say they are part of such a 
movement. No one has killed 
a cop in the name of such a 
movement. The only citations 
to the movement, the Foreign 
Policy piece tells us, come 
from “internal law enforcement 
writings made over the past two 
months.”

Journalist Sam Fulwood 
III, writing for the Center for 
American Progress blog, Think 
Progress, (https://thinkprog-
ress.org/fbi-targets-black-activ-
ists-83628a5eb611/) describes 
the FBI report as an “ominous 
siren call coinciding with Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s penchant 
for stoking racial divisions in 
the country.”  He says that “the 
administration views

The FBI report says the 
Black Identity Extremist move-
ment began after a Ferguson; 
Missouri police officer unnec-
essarily killed Michael Brown.  
Andrew Cohen notes that the 
FBI report lists six cases where 
so-called BIE perpetrators 
killed police officers.  These 
cases are so isolated that if 
these men were white they 
would have been classified, as 
Dylan Roof was, as mentally ill 
or troubled.  They would have 
gone to McDonalds with those 
who arrested them!  Instead the 
FBI has figure out another way 
to demonize Black people.

Meanwhile, 173 Black peo-
ple were killed by police officers 
so far this year.  Six instances 
of BIE folks allegedly (do we 
know they are BIE, or just crazy) 
killing police officers is a pat-
tern, but 173 Black folks being 
shot by police officers is what?  
Business as usual?

This so-called BIE nonsense 
is diabolically racist and patho-
logically creative.  It suggests 
that any Black person who 
has issues with so-called law 
enforcement is suspect.  I stand 
with my people who choose 
to protest ignorance, ugliness 
and nonsense.  Those who em-
brace their Black identity are 
not terrorists, we are healthily 
self-confident.  We are at risk, 
as we have always been, when 
injustice prevails.
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Gary’s Mayor Karen 
Freeman-Wilson lobbies for 
new Amazon headquarters
By Erick Johnson (Chicago 
Crusader/NNPA Member)

It could the greatest comeback in 
the history American cities.

Gary, Indiana, a predomi-
nately Black city, that has struggled 
with business closures, soaring un-
employment, poverty, foreclosures 
and depressed property values for 
decades, could be seeing a dramatic 
turnaround so stunning that it would 
be an urban miracle. All it would 
take is for one hungry, high-profile 
corporation seeking to expand with 
few limitations and an economi-
cally-starved city coming together 
to hammer out a business deal 
that would transform both entities 
forever.

Gary is willing, but does Ama-
zon Inc., one of the largest retailers 
in the world, believe that the under-
dog city can truly be the “Magic 
City” once again?

Amazon Inc., a Seattle-based, 
mult-billion dollar retailer, set off 
a bidding war on September 7 with 
plans to build “HQ2,” a $5 billion 
facility that would be so big, that it 
would employ 50,000 employees, 
with many positions paying, on 
average, $100,000 annually.

The employee estimate is 65 

percent of Gary’s population of 
76,424. It could wipe out the city’s 
high unemployment and trigger 
an unprecedented economic boom 
in Gary’s business and housing 
industries. With huge tax breaks 
and Gary’s vacant swaths of real 
estate, international airport and 
close proximity to Chicago and 
major highways, the opportunities 
for Amazon to grow and increase 
could be endless.

However, big cities are jumping 
at the prospect of landing Amazon, 
too. Even though, Gary is the small-
est and perhaps least competitive of 
them all, the city may offer Amazon 
a tremendous opportunity to earn 

How to put Puerto Rico 
back on its feet

By Jesse 
Jackson (TriceEdneyWire.

com)  

What obligations do we 
owe one to another 
as Americans? What 

does patriotism and citizenship 
mean in practice?

  Hurricane Maria’s devasta-
tion of Puerto Rico has posed 
these questions. Americans 
should be dissatisfied with the 
way our federal government has 
responded.

  The island has been utterly 
savaged by the worst hurricane 
in memory. Weeks after the 
tragedy, parts of Puerto Rico 
still have no water. The elec-
tricity grid is utterly destroyed. 
Fuel is short. The death toll, 
currently at 38, is likely to rise 
further. The danger of epidem-
ics sweeping through families 
weakened by hunger and expo-
sure is stark.

  Even before the hurricane 
hit, Puerto Rico was literally 
bankrupt. Its efforts to declare 
bankruptcy and to renegoti-
ate its unpayable debts were 
fiercely contested. Wall Street 
bankers were enforcing a harsh 
austerity on the island. One of 
the reasons the island was so 
vulnerable was that it was un-
able to modernize dated energy 
and water systems.

  Puerto Rico is an Amer-
ican territory; its people are 
American citizens. Like those 
living in New Orleans in the 
wake of Katrina or Houston in 
the wake of Harvey, they can 
abandon their homes, move 
to another part of the country 
and start over. In Houston, in 
Florida and in New Jersey, the 

federal government moved in 
to help with emergency assis-
tance and to spur rebuilding 
of homes and infrastructure. 
In New Orleans after Katrina, 
the botched federal response 
became a national scandal for 
the Bush administration.

Puerto Rico suffered worse 
devastation, and it impacted 
more people. As the hurricane 
approached, it was impossible 
to evacuate more than a handful 
of the 3.4 million people from 
the island. Getting aid to the 
Americans there, caring for 
the wounded, providing food 
and water, and beginning the 
process of rebuilding pose far 
greater challenges than similar 
responses to other disasters.

  The Trump administra-
tion’s response to this challenge 
has been, in a word, disgraceful. 
President Trump himself was 
absent without leave for a week; 
he was more focused on tweet-
ing about the NFL from his golf 

America conflicted between its 
founding principles, racist reality
 By Dr. Wilmer J. Leon, III 

TriceEdneyWire.com)

 “Time catches up with 
kingdoms and crushes them, 
gets its teeth into doctrines 
and rends them; time reveals 
the foundations on which any 
kingdom rests, and eats at those 
foundations, and it destroys 
doctrines by proving them to be 
untrue.” - James Baldwin, The 
Fire Next Time

America, the international 
global hegemon, the empire–
finds itself conflicted.  At the 
crux of this conflict is the fact 
that for as noble as its founding 
pretexts are, “…that all men 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights…” 
the “grand experiment” of 
American or Jeffersonian de-
mocracy was actually founded 
on the myth of racism/White 
Supremacy.  Americans, both 
White and Black have been 
indoctrinated to believe in the 
false social construct of race 
and the false narratives that 
Whites – Europeans and Euro-
pean Americans are superior to 
all others in the world, Manifest 
Destiny and American Excep-
tionalism.

So, what we are seeing today 
play itself out with the Colum-
bus myth, Trump, Charlottes-
ville, DACA and the Dreamers, 
the Muslim ban and the NFL 
fiasco, etc. is America being 
forced to face up to the conflict 
between its founding principles 
and its racist reality. Time is 
catching up to these doctrines 
and proving them to be untrue.

The late great Dr. Francis 
Cress Welsing defined racism/
White Supremacy as, “The 
local and global power system 
structured and maintained by 
persons who classify them-
selves as White, whether con-
sciously or subconsciously de-
termined. This system consists 
of patterns of perception, logic, 
symbol formation, thought, 
speech, action and emotional 
response, as conducted simul-
taneously in all areas of activity 
[economics, education, law, 
etc]).”

The following are two exam-
ples to support the position that 
the grand experiment of Amer-
ican or Jeffersonian democracy 
was founded on the myth of 
racism/White Supremacy.

1) The Virginia Slave Code 
Act I 1669, “Be it enacted…if 
any slave resist his master…and 
by the extremity of the correc-
tion should chance to die, that 
his death shall not be acompt-
ed felony, but the master…be 
acquit from molestation, since 
it cannot be presumed that pre-
pense malice…should induce 
any man to destroy his own 
estate.” This is the first example 
that I found where we were rele-
gated to property or what Amiri 
Baraka called “thingness”.

2) 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution–Section 1. “Nei-
ther slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punish-
ment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within 
the United States, or any place 

subject to their jurisdiction.” 
This led to the implementation 
of the convict leasing system 
as a replacement for slavery.  
This is brilliantly document-
ed by Douglas Blackmon in 
his book Slavery By Another 
Name.

On October 9th, Americans 
celebrated the traditional "Co-
lumbus Day".  According to 
Steve Kurtz, from Fox News.
com, “Columbus Day… is a 
nationally recognized holiday...
It is true that the conquest of the 
Americas by Europeans, which 
starts with Columbus, was 
very ugly, and involved a lot of 
violence. But that, for better or 
worse, is how history worked 
pretty much everywhere for 
thousands of years. (Though it 
should be noted a large portion 
of the deaths of Native Amer-
icans was due to disease, not 
violence—an inevitable conse-
quence of Old World illness in 
New World soil…) …The point 
is not to excuse the worst that 
happened, but to understand 
it. And to see that it is not the 
essence of Columbus, but rather 
part of the times. With all that, 
there are reasons to celebrate 
Columbus Day.”

Now, if that’s not Eurocen-
tric nonsense I don’t know 
what is.  According to the LA 
Times, “Columbus’ landfall 
ushered in one of the greatest 
injustices in human history: the 
wholesale transfer of wealth 
and lands from native peoples 
to Europeans; the unprecedent-
ed depopulation of vast swaths 
of the Americas as European 
diseases reduced native pop-
ulations by 90%...” From the 
Eurocentric perspective violent 
history is celebrated, the death, 
destruction, rape, slavery and 
other atrocities committed by 
Columbus are ignored and he 
is deified because history is 
written from the perspective of 
the victor. That’s why it’s called 
“his-story”.

This racist logic, this White 
Supremacist narrative that is 
clearly articulated in Kurtz’s 
rationale for honoring Colum-
bus is the same narrative used 
by Sons and Daughters of the 

Confederacy, neo-Confederates 
and neo-Nazi’s supporting the 
terrorist statutes from the Civil 
War as paragons of virtue. 
In this instance it is not that 
the South won the Civil War. 
Their racism compels them to 
protect their whiteness, history 
and heritage. Their narrative 
tells us that the statues are 
supposed to help us understand 
context and the dynamics of 
what was happening at the 
time from their perspective.  
But, like the Columbus lie, the 
story is told from the perspec-
tive of the oppressor, not the 
oppressed.  They simply want 
to maintain some semblance of 
the myth of White Supremacy.

One very simple question, 
how could Columbus “dis-
cover” something when the 
Arawak people were already 
there?  They are some of the 
indigenous peoples of the West 
Indies that Columbus first 
encountered not “discovered”. 
That “discovery” lie is the 
blindness that attends arro-
gance.  That’s the ignorance 
born out of the false narrative of 
White-Eurocentric supremacy.  
I discovered you!  Columbus 
was late, real late, centuries late 
to the party.

Now to support this igno-
rance, Kurtz writes, “While 
there is only limited knowledge 
of what pre-Columbus America 
was like...”  Really? Try telling 
Dr. Ivan Van Sertima, author 
of They Came Before Colum-
bus that his lifetime of work on 
Olmec civilization in the Amer-
icas is limited knowledge. Try 
telling Dr. Ben, John Henrick 
Clark, Chancellor Williams 
and the host of other Black 
scholars on this history that 
their life’s work and research 
is limited knowledge. Kurtz is 
like Columbus – just because 
he refuses to recognize it, it 
must be “limited knowledge” 
and research.

Kurtz wrote, “While there 
is plenty to criticize about 
Columbus…I think this move-
ment (Indigenous People’s 
Day) is missing the point…
History, in fact, is the story of 
conquest. We may not like it, 
but it’s our shared heritage.” 
No sir, that’s the Eurocentric 
historical perspective…not all 
historical perspectives begin 
and end with, we came, we saw, 
we kicked your butt. That’s the 
basis of the same lie being told 
by those who want to fly the 
Stars and Bars and commemo-
rate the Confederate generals. 
They continuously tell us “it’s 
our shared heritage… The point 
is not to excuse the worst that 
happened, but to understand 
it.” Here’s the reality, those 
neo-Confederates who want to 
“celebrate their heritage” and 
“commemorate their ancestors” 
are celebrating treason and 
commemorating racists and 
traitors.  Where’s the honor 
in that?

Most of the post-Civil War 
statues that were erected in 
Virginia and Louisiana and 
other Southern States were 
not erected to commemorate 

This Charlottesville statue of 
Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee remains covered in a black 
cloth since deadly violence 
by White supremacists last 
summer. After the defeat of 
the Confederacy, Lee actually 
called for unity.

Gary’s Mayor Karen Free-
man-Wilson is actively working 
to bring Amazon’s new HQ2 
headquarters to her city. She 
faces an uphill battle. 
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UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. 
Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. Purchase must 
be $50 or more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

$20
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE ON 
SELECT SALE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS  
Valid 10/20 till 2pm or 10/21 till 2pm.  
In store only. Use your Macy’s Card or this pass. Exclusions apply; see below.

OFF
TILL 2PM

ONE DAY 
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6 Editorial
How long can America endure?

By Walter Smith, Publisher

How long can America 
endure a president who 
does not know that he 

is the President of the Virgin 
Islands or that Puerto Ricans 
are American citizens?

How long can America en-
dure a president who only wants 
to cater to his base supporters 
and not consider the rights of 
all Americans

How long can America en-
dure a president whose only 
objective is to tear down all 
legislation enacted by his pre-
decessor?

How long can America en-
dure a president whose name 
is listed among a long list of 
sexual predators?

How long can America en-
dure a president who wants to 
abolish the First Amendment

which prohibits the making 
of any law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, ensuring 
that there is no prohibition 
on the free exercise of reli-
gion, abridging the freedom of 
speech, infringing on the free-
dom of the press, interfering 
with the right of the people 
to peaceably assemble, and to 
petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.

This president’s manage-
ment training is derived from 
his association with New York’s 
mafia bosses and his ego is 
entwined with a strain of plain 
ignorance. He is a president 

who bullies, brags, fantasizes, 
and issues threats that he cannot 
backup without loss of life to 
millions.

How long can our represen-
tatives in Washington endure 
the absence of world leadership 
in a time when every rogue 
nation wants nuclear weapons?

How long? Not long!
How long can America en-

dure a president who supports 
white supremacy and threatens 
to take America back to the 
good ‘ole days when segrega-
tion— including water foun-
tains, restrooms, and all public 
facilities being labeled “Col-
ored” and “White” — were the 
order of the day?

How long can America en-
dure a president who seeks 
to limit peaceful protest and 
criminalize the activities of 
protestors of color?

How long can America en-
dure a president who encourag-
es violence and police violence 
against people of color?

How long can America en-
dure a president who wants to 
dismantle the free press

How long can America en-
dure a president who refuses 
to recognize the dangers of 
global warming and reverses 
legislation designed to protect 
the environment?

How long can America en-
dure a president who sexually 
exploits his own daughter on 
a popular late night talk show?

How long can America en-
dure a president who publicly 
brags about how he gropes and 
kisses women without their 
permission

How long can America en-
dure a president who has the 
lowest approval ratings of any 
president in history?

How long? Not long!
How long will you remain 

silent and not speak your opin-
ion on this subject?

This condition does not have 
to prevail. There are millions 
of Americans who support this 

president and his policies but 
millions more who do not.

In the words of Dr. Martin 
Luther King:

“I know you are asking 
today, "How long will it take?" 
Somebody’s asking, "How 
long will prejudice blind the 
visions of men, darken their 
understanding, and drive bright-
eyed wisdom from her sacred 
throne?" Somebody’s asking, 
"When will wounded justice, 
lying prostrate on the streets 
of Selma and Birmingham 
and communities all over the 
South, be lifted from this dust 
of shame to reign supreme 
among the children of men?" 
Somebody’s asking, "When 
will the radiant star of hope be 
plunged against the nocturnal 
bosom of this lonely night, 
plucked from weary souls with 
chains of fear and the manacles 
of death? How long will justice 
be crucified, and truth bear 
it?" I come to say to you this 
afternoon, however difficult the 
moment, however frustrating 
the hour, it will not be long, 
because "truth crushed to earth 
will rise again." How long? 
Not long, because "no lie can 
live forever." How long? Not 
long, because "you shall reap 
what you sow." How long? 
Not long. Truth forever on the 
scaffold, Wrong forever on the 
throne, Yet that scaffold sways 
the future, And, behind the dim 
unknown, standeth God within 
the shadow, Keeping watch 
above his own.

How long? Not long, be-
cause the arc of the moral 
universe is long, but it bends 
toward justice. How long? Not 
long! Because mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming 
of the lord!” MLK March 25, 
1965

If our elected representatives 
do not have the guts to remove 
this political novice from of-
fice, We the Ppople have an 
obligation to do it in November 
of 2020.

that players who did not stand 
during the anthem should be 
fired. It was further exacerbat-
ed when Trump tweeted that 
tax breaks should be revoked 
for a league that disrespects 
“our Anthem, Flag and Coun-
try.”

Those words threatening 
government action to finan-
cially penalize the league in-
jected a new dimension into a 
roiling debate over race, police 
brutality and free speech that 
has gripped America’s most 
successful sports business for 
more than a year.

“[Goodell] has a plan that 
he is going to present to owners 
about how to use our platform 
to both raise awareness and 

make progress on issues of so-
cial justice and equality in this 
country,” NFL spokesman Joe 
Lockhart said on a conference 
call.

The statement released on 
Wednesday said Goodell invit-
ed NFLPA Executive Director 
DeMaurice Smith to the meet-
ings and that the agenda will 
be a continuation of how to 
make progress on the important 
social issues that players have 
vocalized.

The gesture is intended to 
call attention to what protest-
ing players see as a pattern 
of racism in the treatment of 
African Americans by U.S. 
police.

Lockhart said the discus-
sions will focus on how to 
use the broad platforms of the 

NFL, players and clubs to try 
and make progress on issues 
of equality, social justice and 
criminal justice reform.

The topic is so sensitive 
that even among owners, 
there are disagreements. Sev-
eral indicated last week that 
while owners are united in 
hoping the protests stop, 
there is no unanimity about 
how they get there. Several 
are upset with Jerry Jones for 
taking a very public hardline 
stand that he would bench 
any player who does not 
stand for the anthem. Other 
owners have advocated that 
the anthem should be played 
while teams are still in the 
locker room. And still others 
worry about capitulating to 
the president's demands at all.

NFL owners, Commissioner Goodell, players 
meeting Tuesday to discuss protests

From page 2

From page 4 

From page 4

Confederate Generals.  Most 
of the statues in question were 
erected as acts of intimidation 
to terrorize African-Ameri-
cans and show unified opposi-
tion to the movement towards 
civil rights; not to honor dead 
“heroes”. In fact, Robert E. 
Lee opposed Confederate 
memorials. He wrote in 1869, 
“I think it wiser…not to keep 
open the sores of war but to 
follow the examples of those 
nations who endeavored to 
obliterate the marks of civil 
strife, to commit to oblivion 
the feelings engendered.” Lee 
eventually swore allegiance 
to the Union and publicly 
decried southern separatism, 
whether militant or symbolic. 
These neo-confederates want 

to honor a man who did not 
want to be honored.

So, what we see with the 
narrative of the Charlottesville 
race riot and Trump saying that 
there were good people on both 
sides is as Dr. Welsing clearly 
articulated. It is a narrative de-
veloped through and supported 
by patterns of perception, logic 
(The Lost Cause for example), 
symbol formation (The flying 
of the Stars and Bars and these 
statutes), thought, speech, ac-
tion (glorifying Columbus 
w/ a holiday) and emotional 
response (the Charlottesville 
riot). It is a White Supremacist 
narrative that goes all the way 
back to the Columbus myth 
and a last-ditch effort by those 
in 2017 like Steve Kurtz who 
desperately try to defend the 
indefensible.

America conflicted 
between its founding 
principles, racist reality

club. He publicly scorned the 
mayor of San Juan for doing 
her job: pleading for more assis-
tance for her people in peril. He 
slurred Puerto Ricans for sup-
posedly wanting “everything to 
be done for them.”

  When he finally visited the 
disaster last week, he seemed 
intent on ignoring reality while 
boasting about the federal re-
sponse. He claimed Puerto 
Rico hadn’t experienced a “real 
catastrophe” like Hurricane Ka-
trina, and bizarrely praised the 
official death toll (at the time, 
16) as something Puerto Ricans 
“can be very proud of.”

  Trump also told disaster 
survivors that “you don’t need” 
the flashlights he was handing 
to them, apparently ignorant 
of the fact that 93 percent of 
the island remained without 
power. Even as he touted a “tax 
reform” plan that would gift $5 
trillion dollars in tax breaks to 
the rich and corporations over 
the next decade, he complained 
to the American citizens in 
Puerto Rico that they had 
“thrown our budget a little bit 
out of whack.”

  At the same time, Trump 
praised his administration’s 
response as “unbelievable” 
and “incredible.” His advisers 
called it a “good news story.”

This isn’t a game. The lives 
of American citizens have and 
will be lost because of the be-
lated and inadequate response.

  How should American 
citizens be treated in a crisis 
of this magnitude? Surely, mo-
bilization to provide disaster 
relief should be immediate and 
sufficient in scale to deal with 

the emergency. Then the U.S. 
should invest in rebuilding the 
core public infrastructure of 
Puerto Rico — the electric and 
water systems, the roads and 
bridges. This would not only 
make the island more resilient 
for the next crisis; it would 
also provide immediate jobs 
and help with the economic 
recovery.

  Puerto Rico bears a stag-
gering and unpayable $74 bil-
lion in debt. During his trip to 
the island, Trump remarked 
cryptically that “we’re going 
to have to wipe that out.” Wall 
Street went nuts, and Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
quickly denied the president 
had meant what he said.

  Trump, who has bragged 
that he is the “king of debt,” 
could use his experience with 
bankruptcy to negotiate whole-
sale debt relief for Puerto Rico. 
The Wall Street bankers who 
made improvident loans should 
refinance them for pennies on 
the dollar. That would give the 
island’s residents breathing 
room to begin to recover. If 
he chose to lead, Trump could 
push through a major program 
of aid — a Trump Plan for 
Puerto Rico modeled on the 
Marshall Plan for Europe after 
World War II — that would re-
build the island and insure jobs 
and growth for its residents.

  The cost would be far less 
than the hundreds of billions in 
tax breaks Trump has proposed 
for U.S. corporations that have 
booked profits abroad to avoid 
paying federal taxes. Why not 
benefit citizens who are victims 
of disaster through no fault of 
their own rather than corporate 
tax evaders?

How to put Puerto Rico 
back on its feet
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Stacey Abrams seeks to 
be America’s first Black 
female governor
By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA 

Newswire Contributor)

The GOP has held a tight 
grip on the governor’s 
mansion in Georgia since 

2002, when Sonny Perdue, 
promising to restore the Con-
federate battle cross to the state 
flag, defeated Democratic in-
cumbent Roy Barnes to become 
the first Republican to hold the 
position in the Peach State since 
Reconstruction.

But, a motivated Democrat 
is looking to change that and 
shatter a glass ceiling that has 
never been broken in the United 
States.

Stacey Abrams, the Georgia 
state house minority lead-
er, who holds degrees from 
Spelman College and the Yale 
School of Law, is seeking to 
become America’s first Black 
female governor.

“It’s a very humbling experi-
ence to know that, if I win this 
election, I would have achieved 
something that Black women, 
as far back as Barbara Jordan 
and Shirley Chisholm, have 
fought for, not necessarily the 
same job, but transforming 
how we think about leadership 
in America,” Abrams said in 
an interview with the NNPA 
Newswire. “Physically claiming 
that mantle of leadership and 
holding it signals that anything 
is possible and we can redefine 
what leadership looks like and 
who we can lift up.”

Abrams, 43, said she’s un-
daunted by the stranglehold the 
GOP has had on the governor’s 
mansion for the past 15 years.

She said Georgia will likely 

be a majority-minority state in 
the coming years which provides 
Democrats more of an opportu-
nity to claim the seat next year.

Abrams noted that Dem-
ocrats have gained steamed, 
citing the 2006 race where the 
party lost by nearly 400,000 
votes but significantly closed 
the gap during the last election 
in 2014, coming within less 
than 200,000 votes of victory.

Four Republicans—Lieu-
tenant Governor Casey Cagle; 
Secretary of State Brian Kemp; 
State Senator Hunter Hill; and 
State Senator Michael Williams 
and two Democrats—Abrams 
and State Representative Stac-
ey Evans—have declared their 
candidacy for the post.

The New Georgia Project, a 
non-partisan voter registration 
group, that Abrams launched 
three years ago, may also help 
her candidacy.

“It’s the single largest voter 
registration effort in recent 
memory in Georgia and we 
have been able to register more 
than 200,000 people of color in 

States ignore social competency 
mandate of students in Essa plans

By Lauren Poteat (NNPA/
ESSA Contributor)

According to a recent re-
port by Education Week, 
states have largely ig-

nored a critical mandate of the 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
that calls for schools to mea-
sure the social and emotional 
competencies of their students.

“Not a single state’s plan 
to comply with the federal ed-
ucation law—and its broader 
vision for judging school per-
formance—calls for inclusion 
of such measures in its school 
accountability system,” accord-
ing to Education Week.

However, advocates for mea-
suring social-emotional learn-
ing have said that the current 
tools need more refinement, 
before the U.S. Department of 
Education weighs in.

“Existing measures of social 
and emotional development, 
which largely rely on students’ 
responses to surveys about 
their own character traits, are 
not sophisticated and con-
sistent enough to be used for 
such purposes, they have long 
argued,” the Education Week 
article said.

Even as school districts in 
Anchorage, Alaska; Austin, 
Texas, Chicago, Ill.; Nashville, 
Tenn.; Oakland, Calif.; and 
Sacramento, Calif., are actively 
engaged in incorporating social 
and emotional learning into 
their curriculums, civil rights 
leaders continue to encourage 
Black parents to get involved 
with the implementation of 
ESSA.

“We have noticed that, under 
the Trump administration, there 
has been a shift in priorities 
concerning the implementation 

of some practices of ESSA, 
since its inception in 2015,” 
said Elizabeth Olsson, a senior 
policy associate for the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Education-
al Fund. “However, state and 
district officials still have to 
comply with the law.”

Olsson continued: “The U.S. 
Department of Education needs 
to make sure that it continues 
to scrutinize state programs to 
ensure that states are recruiting 
effective educational strategies, 
reducing practices that push 
students of color out of school 
systems, and identifying sup-
port programs, including pro-
fessional teacher development 
and funding for alternative 
classes, like restorative justice.”

Olsson said that restorative 
justice programs really help get 
to the root of student behavior.

Liz King, the senior policy 
analyst and director of educa-
tion policy for the Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Hu-
man Rights, said that there are 
still a lot of open questions 
about how Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos is going to imple-
ment ESSA.

Earlier this year, after a 
hearing with a House Appro-
priations subcommittee, DeVos 
was roundly criticized by the 
civil rights community, when 
she seemed to endorse a state’s 
right to discriminate against 
children.

During the hearing, when 
Rep. Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) 
asked DeVos, if her Education 
Department would require 
states, like Indiana, to end the 
practice of funding schools that 
openly discriminate against 
LGBTQ students and fami-
lies, “DeVos didn’t say ‘yes’ 
or ‘no,’” Slate.com reported. 
“She just smiled and stuck to 
the generations-old cover for 
violent oppression in America. 
‘The states set up the rules,’ she 
said. ‘I believe states continue 
to have flexibility in putting 
together programs.’”

King called those comments 
“deeply concerning.”

A Birmingham son becomes its mayor, meet Randall Woodfin
By Marc H. Morial 

(TriceEdneyWire.com)

“Local assemblies of citi-
zens constitute the strength of 
free nations. Town-meetings are 
to liberty what primary schools 
are to science; they bring it 
within the people’s reach, they 
teach men how to use and how 
to enjoy it. A nation may es-
tablish a system of free govern-
ment, but without the spirit of 
municipal institutions it cannot 
have the spirit of liberty.”  — 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Author, 
“Democracy in America,” 1835

The first line of Randall 
Woodfin’s official autobiogra-
phy on his mayoral campaign 
website is: “I am a proud son 
of Birmingham.” In our nation’s 
history, Birmingham, Alabama 
will forever be tied to some of 
the most troubling and tragic 
imagery of the civil rights 
movement—from the bomb-
ing of a church that killed four 
innocent little girls to African 
Americans braving fire hoses, 
police batons and attack dogs 
in their struggle to end racial 
discrimination and secure ba-
sic rights. While we have yet 
to wipe out discrimination and 
its attendant consequences, our 

nation—including Birming-
ham— has made some prog-
ress. The proud son of a city 
once tarnished as regressive and 
hostile to the plight of its Afri-
can-American residents, will 
lead its 23 communities and 99 
neighborhoods on a progressive 
platform as its next mayor.

For many, Randall’s win was 
unlikely for obvious and not so 
obvious reasons.

Randall suffered a family 
tragedy during his campaign 
to unseat William Bell, the 
seven-year, two-term incum-
bent. He lost his nephew in a 
shooting death. And sadly, it 
was not his first brush with the 
gun violence plaguing Birming-

ham. Five years earlier he lost 
an older brother in a shooting 
death. Before running for may-
or, Randall amassed an impres-
sive resume as a public servant, 
but his first foray into politics 
proved unsuccessful, running 
for a seat on the Birmingham 
Board of Education in 2009 and 
losing. As he tells it, in losing, 
he ended up winning. He won 
the attention of the community 
and local stakeholders, and won 
time to prepare and hone his 
message for another run in 2013 
that would prove successful.

When this former city at-
torney and board of education 
president decided to run for 
mayor, he chose to do so on a 
progressive platform in a region 
of our nation not synonymous 
with progressive politics. Our 
Revolution, a progressive polit-
ical organization that works to 
organize and elect progressive 
candidates, backed his run, 
helping to turn out the vote with 
volunteers, text messages and 
calls, including calls recorded 
by Bernie Sanders endors-
ing Randall’s candidacy. As a 
Morehouse College alumnus, 
Randall relied on his close re-
lationship and extensive ties to 
the Atlanta HBCU. Morehouse 

alumni held events and fund-
raisers on his campaign’s behalf 
and canvassed Birmingham, 
knocking on doors and getting 
out Randall’s message.

His ground game plan, cou-
pled with a message, vision and 
platform for Birmingham that 
resonated with the residents 
of the city, led Randall to a 
commanding victory with 58 
percent of the vote, making 
him, at the age of 36—coin-
cidentally the same age I was 
when I was elected mayor of 
New Orleans—the youngest 
mayor elected in Birmingham 
since 1893.

Randall has proposed bold, 
progressive solutions for Bir-
mingham, including debt-free 
community college for public 
high school students, boosting 
the city’s minimum wage to $15 
an hour, and running a city hall 
that is inclusive of all people—
and he’s not the only one. Ran-
dall is part of a growing wave 
of young leaders in the South, 
and elsewhere, like Mayor 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba Jr. in 
Jackson, Mississippi, who are 
determined to turn the tide on 
national trends and policies that 
hurt, not help, our communities 
and cities.

Americans are notorious for 
not going to the polls to vote 
when the stakes are less than 
presidential. But in reality, it 
is what happens at the local 
level that has the most every-
day impact on your life. The 
president is not responsible for 
your local community, you and 
your locally elected officials 
are. If you are frustrated by the 
rhetoric and policies coming 
from the executive branch, you 
must remain engaged in local 
races. The men and women who 
campaign to run your city, your 
school board, and your criminal 
justice system are your voice 
and your frontline against pol-
icies that hurt your community 
and communities across our 
nation. The resistance to unfair 
immigration policy, stagnate 
minimum wages and a myriad 
other challenges will not trickle 
down from the top. The seeds 
of resistance will be planted at 
the local level and grow into a 
movement.

The National Urban League 
congratulates Randall on his 
recent win, and supports his 
vision for a Birmingham that is 
progressive, thriving, inclusive 
and allows all its residents to 
reach their highest potential.

High school students listen during a forum on the Every Student 
Succeeds Act during the NNPA’s 2017 Mid-Winter Conference in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)

Stacey Abrams
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NNPA to congress: Need more 
aggressive stance against ‘fake ads’ 
targeting African Americans

NNPA Newswire 
WASHINGTON, D.C., Oct. 

4, 2017

The National Newspaper 
Publishers Association 
(NNPA) Chairman Doro-

thy R. Leavell and NNPA Pres-
ident and CEO Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis released the following 
statement about a recent revela-
tion that people with ties to the 
Russia used fake social media 
accounts and misleading online 
ads designed to influence voters 
during the 2016 presidential 
election. The 77-year-old as-
sociation represents African 
American-owned newspapers 
and digital products in the 
United States and reaches the 
majority of Black households 
in the U.S.

“As publishers of hundreds 
of African American-owned 
newspapers, we are concerned 
about recent revelations that 
‘shadowy forces’ allegedly 
tied to the Russian government 
targeted African American 
voters and consumers through 
the dissemination of fake news, 
fake social media accounts and 
deceptive digital advertising,” 
Leavell said. “This is one of 
the reasons why, now more 
than ever, our readers depend 
on our publications as their 
primary source of news and 
information.”

Leavell continued: “The 

Black Press was created 190 
years ago ‘to plead our own 
cause’ and to counter misin-
formation and pro-slavery pro-
paganda that kept our people in 
subjugation and bondage. Our 
publications have maintained 
their place as the most trusted 
source of information to Afri-
can Americans.”

Leavell added that the 
NNPA remains united against 
tactics that work to divide our 
nation rather than remedy the 
injustices that plague so many 
of us.

“The NNPA commends 
Congress for its investigation 
into the role social media had in 
disseminating fake news, pro-

paganda and misinformation 
during the election,” said Cha-
vis. “However, as the standard 
bearers of the Black Press, we 
believe hearings are not enough. 
We are calling for full transpar-
ency in digital advertising and 
marketing campaigns targeting 
African-American audiences, 
so our people will not be used 
politically or otherwise to fur-
ther agendas not in our own best 
interests.”

Chavis added: “In the wake 
of the latest onslaught that has 
fueled anti-Black racism and 
other forms of bigotry, which 
have stoked racial tensions across 
the country, we intend to use our 
influence to protect our interests. 
We seek a meeting with congres-
sional leaders and the White 
House to discuss this matter.”

ABOUT THE NATION-
AL NEWSPAPER PUB-
LISHERS ASSOCIATION 
The National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) is a 
trade organization of more than 
200 African American-owned 
media properties throughout 
the United States. Founded in 
1940, the NNPA is the largest 
and most influential Black 
news and information resource 
in America; and because of its 
influence and impact, the asso-
ciation serves as ‘the voice’ of 
more than 47 million Ameri-
cans reporting news that makes 
history and impacts our nation.

greater respect and name-recogni-
tion for turning around an under-
dog that has suffered since it was 
deserted by Whites when the city 
elected its first Black mayor, Richard 
Gordon Hatcher, in 1968.

They are big dreams that could 
turn around Gary in ways the city’s last 
four mayors have been unable to do. 
And, the move could address Indiana’s 
racial and class divide that left Gary’s 
predominantly Black residents lagging 
behind other residents in the state.

Gary’s current mayor, Karen 
Freeman-Wilson, a two-time Har-
vard graduate, is used to fighting 
uphill battles as the city’s leaders. 
She has pulled out all stops to get 
Amazon’s attention.

On September 17, Freeman-Wil-
son turned heads after taking out 
a small advertisement in The New 
York Times on the second page 
of the business section. The ad, 
which was laid out in the form of 
a 579-word letter, is written from 
the perspective of a “person” or the 
collective voice of Gary, Indiana. 
While the letter details Gary’s 
“tough times,” it also highlights 
Gary’s strengths.

The letter urges Jeff Bezos, 
Amazon’s CEO, to consider the 
city’s strengths, including the Gary/
Chicago International Airport, new 
businesses and the port authority. 
Gary’s proximity to two major high-
ways, the I-90 and the I-94, are also 
cited as strengths; about 20 percent 
of the city’s residential property 
and half of its commercial property 
are vacant.

“And land? Jeff, I have all the 
land you need,” the letter reads.

The ad also includes Free-
man-Wilson’s email address and 
cellphone number. According to 
one news report, the city paid 
about $9,500 for the advertisement 
and plans to submit a formal bid to 
Amazon by October 19.

“We believe that the natural 
assets of Gary and (northwest In-
diana), coupled with the positive 
Indiana business climate and the 
amenities of the Chicagoland mar-
ket, make us competitive,” Free-
man-Wilson said in a recent email.

Lately, Gary has been on a roll 
in luring businesses to the city. In 
July, the city snagged deals with two 
Illinois companies, Alliance Steel 
Corp. and HMD Trucking. Both 
companies plan to build new head-
quarters in the city that will generate 
a combined total of 600 jobs.

Luring Amazon’s HQ2 facility 
may be Gary’s toughest battle to 
date.

As of September 29, eight major 
cities, including New York, Chica-
go, Dallas, San Diego, Cleveland, 
Louisville, St. Louis, and Detroit 
reportedly will submit bids for 
Amazon’s new facility. Several cit-
ies in Indiana’s Boone County are 
preparing their bids, but all eyes are 
on Indianapolis, where Mayor Joe 
Hogsett is making the case for the 
retailer to move to his city.

“Indianapolis continues to re-
ceive national attention as a rising 
tech hub, helping to drive innovation 
and growth for local and global 
businesses,” said Hogsett’s spokes-
woman, Taylor Schaffer. “That’s 
why we are very excited to engage 
with state leadership and Amazon to 
encourage the growth of their cur-

rent successful presence in our city.”
Cities are pulling out all the 

stops for Amazon; so far, Indiana’s 
governor has declined to publicly 
support Gary’s bid.

In Illinois, Governor Bruce 
Rauner and Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel have publicly put their 
differences aside to put together a 
“single comprehensive proposal” 
for the Amazon HQ2 headquarters. 
Rauner and Emanuel’s deputy 
mayors and several city and state 
officials visited Amazon’s main 
headquarters in Seattle recently to 
survey the company’s massive 8.1 
million square foot facility.

While Rauner backs Chicago’s 
bid for Amazon’s new headquarters, 
Holcomb isn’t saying whether he 
support Gary’s bid. Holcomb said he 
wants Indiana to get the headquarters, 
but he hasn’t specified what city, 
although there is speculation that he 
wants Indianapolis to get the facility.

In a statement, Holcomb said, 
“Indiana has a tremendous opportu-
nity to be seriously considered in this 
process. We are doing what Amazon 
has asked us to do: coordinating 
efforts with all interested regions of 
the state to put our best bid forward. 
I’ve called on the Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation to lead 
this collaborative effort that will 
culminate with a bid submission that 
includes local and state incentives 
as well as recommended best sites.”

In Indiana, there has always 
been concern that state Republican 
lawmakers have allowed Gary and 
its economy to deteriorate without 
offering much help. Many residents 
still remember when state officials 
did very little to slow White flight 
in the city after Indiana’s General 
Assembly passed legislation ex-
empting only Lake County from 
the state’s “buffer zone” law, which 
prohibited incorporation in areas 
within three miles of Gary and larger 
cities. Without the buffer zones, 
White residents helped Merrillville 
become an official city in 1971, after 
years of unsuccessful attempts.

Freeman-Wilson acknowledges 
that her bid is “far-fetched” and 
may not be as good as Chicago’s 
offer. As part of its requirements, 
Amazon said it prefers to be near a 
metropolitan area with more than 
a million people. The company is 
also looking for a friendly business 
environment.

Amazon officials said the com-
pany would also consider urban or 
suburban locations with the potential 
to attract and retain strong technical 
talent, which many Gary residents 
don’t have, although there is potential 
for training. However, Chicago’s large 
technical workforce may commute to 
an Amazon headquarters in Gary, but 
this won’t benefit the housing or job 
market in Steel Town.

Founded in 1994, Amazon is 
one of the world’s largest Internet 
companies. Amazon is ranked No. 
12 on the Fortune 500 list and No. 
3 on the Forbes list of “The World’s 
Most Innovative Companies.” Am-
azon generated over $135 billion 
in revenue (as of May 2017) from 
selling everything from electronics 
to home furnishings to men’s and 
women’s apparel online.

The Chicago Crusader is a 
member publication of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association. 
Learn more about becoming a mem-
ber at www.nnpa.org.

Gary’s Mayor Karen 
Freeman-Wilson lobbies for 
new Amazon headquarters

King continued: “What we 
need to hear from the president 
and the secretary of education 
is a commitment to the law, 
the Constitution, and the rights 
of all children in the United 
States, focusing particularly 
on historically marginalized 
students.”

King said that the biggest 
difference between the way that 
ESSA was handled during Pres-
ident Obama’s administration 
versus the way the law is being 
handled now is the commitment 
to protect the civil rights, dig-
nity, safety and respect for all 
children in this country. King 
added that children feel less 
safe and feel like their rights 
are being taken away, under the 
Trump Administration.

Education Week reported 
that, “DeVos rescinded the 
Obama administration’s trans-
gender guidance to schools 

designed to give students more 
protection.”

In a letter to Senator Pat-
ty Murray (D-Was.), DeVos 
claimed that the way that the 
Office of Civil Rights (OCR) 
handled “individual complaints 
as evidence of systematic in-
stitutional violations,” under 
the Obama Administration, 
“harmed students.” DeVos also 
promised to return OCR to a 
“neutral, impartial investigative 
agency.”

As minorities continue to 
enroll in schools across the 
country at higher rates than 
their White peers, King said 
that parents and community 
members need to act now to 
make sure that the myriad needs 
of students of color are fully 
addressed in ESSA state plans, 
that includes access to advanced 
English and math courses and 
addressing the disparities that 
exist between how Black stu-
dents are disciplined compared 

to White students.
The Education Department 

has approved ESSA state plans 
from Arizona, Connecticut, 
Delaware, the District of Co-
lumbia, Illinois, Louisiana, 
Maine, Nevada, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oregon, Tennessee and Ver-
mont.

“We have to address the 
issue of ESSA now, because de-
cisions that are being made will 
have consequences for years to 
come,” King said. “One thing 
that is important to remember 
is that the implementation of 
ESSA does not happen in a 
vacuum.”

King continued: “ESSA 
is the opportunity for parents 
to work together with various 
coalitions, the press and grass-
roots organizations to shape 
the way the educational system 
will look for their children and 
for their futures in their own 
states.”

States ignore social competency 
mandate of students in Essa plans
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Somalians face renewed threat from 
Al-Shabab in twin truck bombings

(GIN) – Oct. 16, 2017

A presumed safe zone in 
Mogadishu, capital of 
Somalia, is now awash in 

ash and rubble from one of the 
deadliest attacks by a terrorist 
group in a decade.

  More than 300 people 
died when a twin truck bomb 
exploded followed by a mas-
sive fireball. The trucks had 
managed to enter the area with 
their payload of bombs hidden 
under sacks of sugar, rice and 
other foods undetected.

  The bombers appear to 
have had connections with 
local businessmen and even 
security guards who waved 
them through. Most worrying, 
said one regional analyst, “their 
sophisticated explosives may 
have been obtained from the 
very U.S.-backed peacekeepers 
who are supposed to be fighting 
the terrorists.

  “As more details emerge,” 
adds Bard professor Helen C. 
Epstein, “it is becoming brutal-
ly clear that Washington’s mili-
tarized approach to the Somali 
crisis is backfiring. Ghastly as 
al-Shabaab is, negotiating with 
the group may be the only road 

to peace.”
  “This war has been a march 

of folly from day one,” continues 
Prof. Epstein. “After years of 
instability, Somalia was taken 
over in June 2006 by the Islamic 
Courts Union (ICU), a modest 
Islamist coalition. For the first 
time in a generation, the streets 
were safe, the ports were open, 
garbage was collected, and the 
courts were dealing with the 
enormous backlog of contract 
disputes and other matters.”

  This group was to earn the 
displeasure of Pres. George Bush 
who tried to chase them from 
power with help from Ethiopia. 
Mogadishu was flattened as a 
result and three-quarters of its 
population were forced to flee. 
This brutal assault radicalized the 

ICU’s youth wing, al-Shabaab, 
which had committed virtually 
no atrocities while the ICU held 
power.

  Washington’s reaction to the 
recent bombing was swift. “Such 
cowardly attacks reinvigorate 
the commitment of the United 
States to assist our Somali and 
African Union partners to com-
bat the scourge of terrorism… ” 
the U.S. Mission to Somalia said 
in a press release.

  “If this means more fire 
power, it will mean only more 
misery for the Somali people 
and their regional neighbors,” 
Epstein concluded. “Over a 
decade of intense firepower 
and at times brilliant military 
tactics has not made Soma-
lia or its neighbors safer. In 
fact, lawlessness has only 
increased.”

Meanwhile, friends and 
family are mourning the death 
of Mohamud Hassan Elmi, 35. 
a senior civil servant in charge 
of humanitarian aid in Somalia 
and a dual US-Somali citizen. 
Also deceased in the bomb blast 
was Daphne Caruana Galizia, 
an investigative journalist who 
worked on the Panama Papers 
story.

Voters pick two for run-off 
in historic Liberian elections

(GIN) Oct. 16, 2017

Voters in Liberia were lin-
ing up at dawn last week 
to choose new leadership 

for a nation whipsawed by 
health and other challenges 
under the 12 year administra-
tion of President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf.

  As of Monday, out of a 
field of 20, the top vote getters 
were George Weah’s Congress 
for Democratic Change leading 
with 39 percent of total votes 
cast, trailed by Joseph Boakai’s 
Unity Party with 29.7 percent.

  With neither candidate 
polling more than 50 percent 
of the vote, a run-off is required 
between candidates. Final vote 
tallies, certified by Liberia’s 
National Election Commission, 
will be announced by Oct. 25.

  While the polls were gen-
erally peaceful, they were far 
from flawless, according to 
some of the underperforming 
candidates.

  "The October 10 elections 
did not pass the minimum stan-
dards required for free, fair and 
transparent elections,” Liberty 
Party candidate Charles W. 
Brumskine, a U.S.-trained law-
yer and one-time ally of presi-
dent Charles Taylor, declared.

  …Gross irregularities and 
fraud undermined the integrity 

of the elections and deprived 
thousands of Liberians of their 
constitutional rights to vote...  
The results of these elections 
are not valid," he told journal-
ists on Friday.

  Brumskine, who eked out 
only 9.8 percent of the vote, 
listed the stuffing of ballot 
boxes by an election official, the 
alleged breaking of a ballot box 
seal in Bassa, the late opening 
of polls at some centers, and 
the omission of names from 
the voter rolls, as some of the 
irregularities.

  Similar flaws were cited by 
the Alternative National Con-
gress, the Coalition for Demo-
cratic Change, and by observer 
John Dramani Mahama, former 
president of Ghana, and some 
2,000 other local and foreign 
observers including the Carter 
Center and the African Union.

  Frequent polling updates 

have been published on Bush 
Chicken, an online news site.

  With the original 20 can-
didates now whittled down to 
two, voters must choose be-
tween 51-year-old Mr. Weah, 
who has served in the senate 
since 2014, and 72-year-old 
Mr. Boakai, commonly known 
as “Sleepy Joe” for napping at 
public events.

  Mr. Weah, a former star in 
soccer, is running with Jewel 
Howard Taylor, the estranged 
wife of imprisoned ex-President 
Taylor. He has campaigned on 
promises to fix the country’s 
broken health-care system and 
improve social services.

  Mr. Boakai, a former ag-
riculture minister who holds a 
business-administration degree 
from Kansas State University, 
has promised to build more 
roads to connect farmlands to 
urban centers.

Georgia to vote,” Abrams said. 
“I just don’t talk, I have a record 
that we need to talk about.”

The Guardian reported that, 
Abrams is “One of six children 
born to Methodist ministers in 
Mississippi who later followed 
their work to Georgia, Abrams’ 
family struggled to fight off 
poverty, relying at times on 
government assistance.”

As a student at Avondale 
High School, Abrams was hired 
as a typist for a congressio-
nal campaign in high school, 
where her tweaks to a campaign 
speech she was typing up were 
deemed so good she ended up 
being hired as a speechwriter 
at 17, The Guardian reported.

And, as she seeks to become 
the first female Black governor 
in history, Abrams has already 
accomplished a series of firsts 
including being the first person 
in her immediate family to buy 
a house and the first to become 
a lawyer. She also earned the 
distinction of being the young-
est deputy city attorney in 
Atlanta’s history.

When she ascended to the po-
sition of house minority leader, 
it was the first time that a person 
of color or a woman had held 
that job in more than 200 years, 
according to The Guardian.

Incidentally, her sister, Les-
lie Abrams, is the first Black 
woman to become a federal 
judge in Georgia.

“Georgia is a fast-changing 
state with demographic parity,” 
Abrams said. “But, I’m run-
ning to be the governor of all 
Georgians, because all Ameri-
cans deserve leaders who care 
about them and who don’t work 
only for the privileged, but for 
justice.”

That’s important, because 
“Poor doesn’t care what color 
you are,” Abrams said.

With vast experience in the 
public, private and nonprof-
it sector, Abrams said she’s 
poised to lead her state. Abrams 
said that she has created several 
small businesses, published 
eight novels and, one of her lat-
est ventures, was to make sure 
Black-owned small businesses 
had access to capital.

Her campaign is based, in 
part, on a vision that every 
Georgia resident deserves the 
freedom and opportunity to 
thrive, but Abrams said that 
too many people are being left 
behind or left out.

Abrams has also pledged 
to expand pre-kindergarten 
programs and make technical 
college education free.

Her vision for Georgia is 
one she said fosters prosperity 
where everyone has the op-
portunity to succeed, not just 
survive.

“We have the ability to build 
a stronger, brighter Georgia,” 
Abrams said. “It is time for 
transformative leadership, pow-
ered by all of us.”

Stacey Abams seeks to 
be America’s first Black 
female governor
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10 Rev Al Sharpton’s daughter weds in public ceremony
New York, NY) – On Sunday, Oc-

tober 15, 2017, Dominique Isis 
Sharpton, the eldest daughter of 

the Reverend Al Sharpton was married 
to Dr. Marcus Alan Bright by Rev. Mar-
garet Elaine Flake at the Greater Allen 
AME Cathedral. The ceremony was 
followed by a meet and greet reception 
in the Great Hall.

The wedding was open to the general 
public because much of Dominique 
Sharpton’s life was spent at public rallies 
and National Action Network events 
where many members of the community 
watched her grow up.

Dominique Sharpton, 30, is an 
actress, producer, and the National 
Director of membership at National 
Action Network which serves over 110 
chapters across the United States. She 
studied at Temple University in Phila-
delphia and completed her studies at 
the American Musical and Dramatic 

Academy (AMDA) in New York City 
where she studied in the integrated 
program.

Dominique is the eldest daughter 
of two to Rev. Al Sharpton and Kathy 
Jordan Sharpton of New York.

Her father, Rev. Al Sharpton, is a 
world renowned civil rights leader, Min-
ister and the host of three radio shows 
and a national cable show on MSNBC. 
Her mother is a production coordinator 
at the World’s Famous Apollo Theater 
and operates her own catering company. 
The bride’s mother also founded the 
Kathy Jordan Sharpton Scholarship 
fund over ten-years-ago.

Dr. Marcus Alan Bright, 33, is an Ad-
ministrator at Medgar Evers College in 
Brooklyn and a Visiting Professor at the 
University of Massachusetts. He is the 
also the Executive Director of Education 
for A Better America and a frequent 
contributor to various news outlets. Dr. 

Bright received a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Government and World Affairs from the 
University of Tampa, a Master’s Degree 
in Public Administration from Florida 
International University and a Ph.D. 
in Public Administration from Florida 
Atlantic University.

Marcus is the eldest son of Phillip 
and Vanessa Bright of Martin, TN. 
His mother is a Speech Therapist for 
Weakley County Public Schools. His 
father is the Director of Human Re-
sources at the University of Tennessee 
at Martin.

Dominique and Marcus met on the 
night of June 1, 2012 in New York. Mar-
cus was running late for a get together 
with mutual friends of Dominique at 
Sylvia’s Restaurant in Harlem. Marcus 
caught up with the group as they were 
leaving the restaurant and he was in-
troduced to Dominique while she was 
hailing a taxi cab to go home.
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Wednesday’s Woman
The ‘Rundown with Robin Thede’ makes late night history

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Women’s Editor

“The Rundown With Rob-
in Thede” is the brainchild of 
Chris Rock and BET Networks’ 
executives to add the African 
American female voice to late 
night news satire. History was 
made and now late night televi-
sion has a new star on the hori-
zon. Thede is a brilliant comedy 
writer and comedic actress and 
former head writer and contrib-
utor for “The Nightly Show.” As 
the newest member of that elite 
class of late night hosts Thede 
gives her hilariously unique 
take on the week’s headlines in 
politics and pop culture in a fast-
paced, no-holds-barred 30-min-
ute late night show featuring 
biting social commentary, sharp 
sketch comedy and in-your-face 
pop culture parody.

“You get the natural thing if 
there’s no other Black woman 
in late night! But that’s not 
enough to carry a show — but 

it absolutely will help; it’s not 
going to be a hindrance, I’ll 
say that. You essentially have 
seven guys doing a version of 
the same show, so you have a 
handful of networks not ad-
dressing 55% of the audience,” 
she said in an interview in The 
Hollywood Reporter.

The show premiered on 
Thursday, October 12 to rave 
reviews! Thede’s show kicked 
off with a mix of hot topics. Her 
cable-news montage of responses 
to Eminem’s anti-Trump rant, 
letting the goofiness of punditry 
— “Look at little Martin Ma-
thers” — speaks for itself. Then 
she played footage of former 
Miami Dolphins online coach 
Chris Foerster snorting lines, 
reacting with mock horror. Her 
footage of that dude getting tased 
by a cop drew polite laughter. 
Her point – as she laughed about 
the man being tased, chasing the 
policeman, trying to steal a squad 
car – is that not every interaction 
with a policeman goes down that 

way, and sometimes there are 
gunshots when there shouldn’t 
be.  Likewise her graphic about 
Jemele Hill’s ESPN suspension 
on a football game board featur-
ing the floating head of Donald 
Trump’s now.

The piece de resistance 
was when she connected the 
Kaepernick-emanating NFL 
controversy to the vastly more 
real controversy about CTE in 
football. To an old interview 
of Malcolm Gladwell asking 
if there was any occupation 
besides football guaranteed to 
maim a significant percentage 
of its practitioners, Thede dead-
panned, “You’ve obviously nev-
er been to a black hair salon.” 
Another clip challenged, “What 
other choice does a Black man 
have that’s better than the Na-
tional Football League?” Thede 
brought up Rashard Menden-
hall, who left a short football 
career for a career as a TV writ-
er. “Yes, it was on Ballers, but 
d don’t hold that against him,” 

she said, that got the night’s 
most laughs. The premiere 
also featured a pop-up musical 
performance, with Thede and 
the rapper Duckwrth surprising 
bystanders in a bodega.

Thede lists the subjects at 
hand in a graphic over her 
shoulder like she’s on ESPN 
running down the biggest sports 
stories of the day, then gets to 
work reeling them off like she’s 
delivering one knockout punch 
after another. She assumes her 
audience has some base knowl-
edge of what she’s talking about 
so she doesn’t have to get bogged 
down in details — a calculation 
that, by the sound of her thrilled 
studio audience, pays off. And 
when a joke doesn’t quite work 
with her studio audience, she 
lets loose a wicked grin as she 
moves right along.

The Rundown already occu-
pies an important place in the 
world of late night, which for 
so long seemed reserved for 
various dudes named some-
thing Jimmy-adjacent. Thede 
is currently the only African 
American female late night 
host, though she’s entering an 
ever-more-crowded field.

Thede doesn’t dwell on 
her trailblazer status. She once 
revealed, “Oh, God, I can’t 
think of myself that way I 
would never get my job done; 
I’d just be staring at myself in 
the mirror all day! You know 
what’s funny? I don’t know how 
many people know I’m here. 
And I try not to think about it. 
After this article, obviously, 
more people will know. And 
that’s a good thing in terms of 
inspiring women, I hope, and 

Black women especially. But I 
never want to overshadow the 
work I’m doing.”

Before she came to BET to 
host her own show, Thede worked 
on The Nightly Show With Larry 
Wilmore, serving as the Comedy 
Central show’s head writer for 
much of its run.  The Nightly 
Show‘s cancellation still feels 
like some kind of original sin for 
this current late night era. You 
can feel that Comedy Central 
lost something profound without 
Wilmore on television in this 
century of a year. But the show 
was still developing when it was 
canceled. Wilmore opted for a 
panel-discussion format, which 
could meander.

Thede wears her wonder 
woman’s shield with unabashed 
pride and is definitely aware 
that, as a woman of color, she’s 
the exception in many writ-
ers’ rooms. “I am usually the 
only woman [in those rooms]. 
Queen Latifah was the first 
time I had ever professionally 
written with another woman 
of any color. So I’d been writ-
ing professionally for almost 
ten years and had never written 
with another woman — on all 
sorts of pilots, a sketch show 
on Fox, and (‘Real Husbands 
of Hollywood,’ where she was 
a staff writer).

“Has it been hard for me? I 
guess I feel like no. I never really 
thought any different of it. But 
being a head writer and being 
in a position to give people jobs 
or recommend people for jobs, 
I think about it a lot. ‘Cause 
I know that we’re out there. 
People are like, ‘Oh you’re one 
of the few Black female writ-
ers in the business.’ And I’m 
like, ‘Well I’m one of the few 
who works consistently.’ But I 
know there are a ton out there 
and they just don’t get the jobs 
… ‘Cause you know, it’s the 
same white guys from Harvard 
hiring their friends.’”

From the team behind “Full 
Frontal with Samantha Bee,” 
the entertainment juggernaut is 
produced by JAX MEDIA with 
Chris Rock and Robin Thede 
serving as executive producers 
along with Tony Hernandez, 
Lilly Burns, John Skidmore and 
Genevieve Anniello.

About BET Networks
BET Networks, a subsidiary of Viacom Inc. (NASDAQ: VIA, 
VIA.B), is the nation’s leading provider of quality entertain-
ment, music, news and public affairs television programming 
for the African-American audience. The primary BET channel 
is in nearly 85 million households and can be seen in the United 
States, Canada, the Caribbean, the United Kingdom, sub-Saha-
ran Africa and France. BET is the dominant African-American 
consumer brand with a diverse group of business extensions 
including BET.com, a leading Internet destination for Black 
entertainment, music, culture, and news; BET HER (formerly 
CENTRIC), a 24-hour entertainment network targeting the 
African-American woman; BET Music Networks–BET Jams, 
BET Soul and BET Gospel; BET Home Entertainment; BET 
Live, BET’s growing festival business; BET Mobile, which 
provides ringtones, games and video content for wireless de-
vices; and BET International, which operates BET Networks 
around the globe.

About Robin Thede
Named after Robin Wil-

liams by a comedy-loving 
father, Robin Thede is the 
daughter of Dave Thede, a 
teacher, and Phyllis Thede, 
Iowa House Representative. 
She has two sisters, Acacia 
and Mackenzie. She attended 
Northwestern University in 
Evanston, Illinois, earning 
a B.S.J. degree in Broad-
cast Journalism and Afri-
can-American Studies. After 
college, Robin studied improv, 
sketch and comedy writing at 
The Second City in Chicago. 
is Second City alum and was 
previously head writer on 
“The Queen Latifah” show.  
She was announced as head 
writer of “The Nightly Show 
with Larry Wilmore” several 
months before the Comedy 
Central series’ debut on Mar-
tin Luther King Day. Like 
most serialized endeavors, 
“The Nightly Show” took 
awhile to find itself, but suc-
cess followed thanks to Thede 
helping the series find its 
voice. 

She is a writer and former 
head writer for Comedy Cen-
tral’s The Nightly Show with 
Larry Wilmore (2015). Prior, 
she was head writer on season 
one of The Queen Latifah 
Show (2013) and wrote on the 
first two seasons of the BET’s 
hit comedy Real Husbands of 
Hollywood (2013). She also 
appeared in recurring roles 
on BET’s Second Generation 
Wayans (2013) and Fox’s The 
Goodwin Games (2013). She 
guest starred on Comedy Cen-
tral’s Key and Peele (2012) 
and appeared in the film A 
Haunted  House  (2013) . 
 Other credits include sev-
eral years of writing for 

award shows such as: the 
BET Awards, BET Honors, 
UNCF: An Evening of Stars, 
BET Hip Hop Awards and 
the NAACP Image Awards — 
including writing for numer-
ous comedians/hosts, includ-
ing, but not limited to, Kev-
in Hart, Jamie Foxx, Mike 
E p p s ,  A n t h o ny  A n d e r-
son, Wayne Brady, Queen Lat-
ifah and Samuel L. Jackson. 
 Thede has worked on several 
projects as both a writer and 
performer, including Fox’s 
sketch comedy TV series In 
the Flow with Affion Crock-
ett (2011), executive pro-
duced by Jamie Foxx, Mike 
Epps: Funny Bidness (2009), 
and the TV comedy se-
ries Clunkers (2011) (star-
ring Carl Payne, David Faus-
tino and Sherman Hemsley). 
 Other television appear-
ances  include  ro les  on 
TV Land’s Hot in Cleve-
land (2010), Comedy Cen-
tral’s Chocolate News (2008) 
and UPN’s All of Us (2003). 
She also received critical ac-
claim for her emotionally grip-
ping role on the BET original 
web series Buppies (2009). 
 Thede’s writing credits also 
include the 42nd NAACP 
Image Awards (2011), the 
BET Awards (2007, 2008, 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012), 
the BET Hip Hop Awards 
(2010, 2011, 2012) and more. 
Additionally, Robin has cre-
ated several hugely success-
ful viral videos, including 
Funny or Die.com’s Every 
Little Step (2010) with Wayne 
Brady, Bobby Brownand Mike 
Tyson and For (Stuffed) Col-
ored Girls (2010). She can 
also be seen with Elite Delta 
Force 3 in Funny or Die.

com’s “The Real House-
wives of  Civil  Rights”. 
 Thede’s comedy work ex-
tends from years of profes-
sional live sketch comedy 
(Second City Chicago and 
LA, Improv Olympic, etc.) 
to comedic commentary on 
shows like Fuel TV’s The 
Daily Habit (2005) and Style 
Network’s What I Hate About 
Me (2010). Other notable 
work includes co-hosting on 
The Voice of Reason on Jamie 
Foxx’s Foxxhole Sirius/XM 
radio channel and working as 
a regular entertainment corre-
spondent on E! News (1991). 
 Thede’s countless characters 
and boundless energy make 
her a comedic force to be 
reckoned with, but she has 
also been hailed for dramatic 
roles as well, including playing 
“Sarah” in the NAACP The-
ater Award-Winning “Girls 
of Summer” and winning the 
Best Actress Performance 
Prize in the Brussels Inter-
national Film Festival for her 
work in the short film “Plant 
One on Me” (2004).

Robin Thede

Robin Thede on set of "The 
Rundown With Robin Thede"



B
E

A
C

O
N

, O
ct

ob
er

 1
9 

– 
O

ct
ob

er
 2

5,
 2

01
7 

ne
w

yo
rk

be
ac

on
.n

et

12

BEACON ON THE SCENE
Medgar Evers College hosts 'Pinnacle' 
awards and scholarship dinner gala

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

Medgar Evers College 
(MEC) is the pride 
of Brooklyn! Named 

for the martyred civil rights 
leader, Medgar Wiley Evers 
(1925-1963), the College was 
established in 1969 and named 
in 1970, with a mandate to 

meet the educational and social 
needs of the Central Brooklyn 
community. MEC is com-
mitted to the fulfillment of 
this mandate. During the year, 
MEC hosts several fundraisers 
to benefit the school. One of 
MEC’s largest scholarship 
fundraisers and one of its sig-
nature fundraising events is the 
Medgar Evers College Pin-
nacle Awards & Scholarship 
Dinner that allows MEC to 
showcase the extraordinary val-
ue, strength, and diversity of its 
students and the institution, in 
addition to raising scholarship 
funds that reduce the financial 
burden of our students.

The theme for this year’s 
black tie fundraiser was “Car-
nival: A Celebration of Culture” 
and took place on Wednesday, 
October 11, 2017 at Guastavi-
no’s, 409 East 59th Street, 

NYC from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. CBS News Correspondent 
DeMarco Morgan served as 
Master of Ceremonies. The 
event included a cocktail re-
ception, an online auction, 
a silent auction, dinner and 
program that included an op-
portunity for attendees to make 

tax-deductible donations. The 
MEC student body is highly 
international and more than 
90 percent of MEC students 
receive financial aid to pursue 
their studies. Proceeds from 
the dinner will support MEC’s 
General Scholarship Fund.

This year’s trio of distin-
guished honorees mirror ME’s 
commitment to diversity and 
social equity. MEC’s President 
Dr. Rudolph Crew presented 
the 2017 coveted MEC Pinnacle 

Award to Pat Chin, a Jamaican 
entrepreneur and co-founder 
of VP Records; Don Lowery, 
senior vice-president, commu-
nity engagement at Nielsen; 
and Paul T. Williams Jr., 
co-founder and managing direc-
tor, Williams Strategy Advisors 
and Of Counsel, Arent Fox 
LLP. The Reggae Superstar 
Shaggy was a special guest of 
Chin.

(Photos courtesy Medgar 
Evers College)

About Medgar Evers College
Medgar Evers College (MEC) is a place where people are 
introduced to ideas and uncover the world while discovering 
themselves.  A senior College of the City University of New 
York located in Brooklyn, Medgar Evers was established in 
1970 by a group of visionaries who understood the transfor-
mative power of education and wanted to provide educational 
and social opportunities to the Central Brooklyn community.  
MEC has a distinctive history and a special niche in New York 
City.  It remains an institution dedicated to social justice and 
strong community connections.  The predominantly Black 
College is located in Crown Heights and has nearly 7,000 
students and a growing Hispanic population that represent 
over 13 percent of students.  Many of the students have roots 
in the Caribbean and many are the first in their families to 
attend college.  The students depend heavily on financial aid 
and often work more than one job to complete their degrees.  
The college is on the rise, with growing enrollment, expanded 
academic offerings and improved student outcomes.  It opened 
a new School of Education and an Honors Program this year.  
Its Pipeline program is a “kindergarten to career” model of 
education: parents, teachers, educators and students receive the 
support and programs needed to succeed, long before students 
enroll in college.  MEC also provides its internationally diverse 
student body with unique academic opportunities through its 
Caribbean Research Center, the Center for Black Literature, 
The DuBois Bunche Center for Public Policy and the Center 
for Law and Social Justice.

Master of Ceremonies DeMar-
co Morgan

Paul T. Williams, Patricia Chin, Don Lowery

Dr. Rudolph Crew, Patricia Chin, DeMarco Morgan

Shaggy, Sirius XM Radio’s Pat 
McKay

Shaggy, Patricia Chin, Dr. Rudolph Crew

Dr. Rudolph Crew, Paul T. Wil-
liams, DeMarco Morgan Shaggy surrounded by gala attendees

Medgar Evers staff celebrating successful night of fundraising for 
student scholarships

Dr. Rudolph Crew,  
Don Lowery
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NAN celebrates 8th annual Triumph Awards at JALC
By Audrey J. Bernard 

Society Editor

National Action Network 
(NAN) is one of the 
leading civil rights or-

ganizations in the Nation with 
chapters throughout the entire 
United States.  The revered civil 
rights organization created the 
Triumph Awards to recognize 
and celebrate distinguished 
individuals who utilize their tal-
ents and resources to help those 
within disadvantaged commu-
nities.  On Thursday, October 
12, 2017, NAN’s President and 
Founder Reverend Al Sharp-
ton welcomed guests to NAN’s 
8th annual Triumph Awards at 
the beautiful Jazz at Lincoln 
Center in Columbus Circle, 
NYC.  This year’s awards rec-
ognized honorees from the arts 
and sciences that have made a 
positive impact upon society, 
including Emmy award-win-
ning actress Cynthia Nixon, 
legendary recording artist and 
songwriter Valerie Simpson, 
and best-selling author and phy-
sician Dr. Ian Smith.  NAN’s 
Chairman of the Board, Rev. 
Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson 
Jr., Arch Bishop Bernard E. 
Jordan and the Zoe Ministries 

Praise Team with Elder Da-
vid Bratton, the AbunDance 
Academy of the Arts, Brook-
lyn, NY and the Broadway In-
spirational Voices participated 
in and helped to make this an 
inspirational evening.  Found-
ed in 1991 by Rev. Sharpton, 
NAN works within the spirit 
and tradition of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. to promote 
a modern civil rights agenda 
that includes the fight for one 
standard of justice, decency 
and equal opportunities for 
all people regardless of race, 
religion, and nationality.  For 
additional information contact 

www.nationalactionnetwork.
net.  (Photos courtesy NAN)

NAN Founder and President Rev. Al Sharpton

Emmy and Tony award-winning actress, Cynthia Nixon, legend-
ary recording artist Valerie Simpson, Charter Communications 
Chief Diversity Officer Rhonda Crichlow, and Dr. Ian Smith

Dr. Ian Smith, Rev. Delman Coates, Jennifer Austin, Rev. Al Sharpton

Dr. Marcus Bright, Emmy and 
Tony award-winning actress 
Cynthia Nixon, and NAN Founder 
and President Rev. Al Sharpton
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IN THE COMMUNITY
High Profile

Black Brooklynites Are Ambassadors
Edited ByDon Thomas

The Brooklyn Community 
Services (BCS) ONE 
Brooklyn Community 

public service poster campaign, 
seen on 36 Brooklyn subway 
stations, feature several high 
profile Black Brooklynites like 
AFROPUNK co-founder and 
partner Jocelyn Cooper, re-
nowned educator Principal Na-
dia Lopez, MTV and Comedy 
Central comedian Franchesca 
Ramsey and Black Lives Matter 
co-founder Opal Tometi speak-
ing out about Brooklynites who 
are living in poverty and the 
impact of volunteering, advo-
cacy and philanthropy to make 
a positive difference.

Sponsored by Investors 
Bank, the ONE Brooklyn 
Community “Many Voices, 
Many Stories” subway posters 
spotlight a diverse group of 
notable Brooklyn residents who 
are advocates for an inclusive 
Brooklyn. The posters will be 
on view through October.

Although many Brooklyn 
neighborhoods have experi-
enced a rise in wealthy apart-
ment renters and home-buyers, 
the current US Census esti-
mates that 23 percent of Brook-
lynites are living in poverty. 
BCS envisions ONE Brooklyn 
Community where all mem-
bers of our community can 
access an excellent education, 
job opportunities, safe and af-
fordable housing, and quality 
and affordable healthcare and 
wellness programs.

Celebrating its 150th anni-

versary, BCS has over 25 pro-
gram sites throughout Brooklyn 
and serves 18,000 people ev-
ery year. The ONE Brooklyn 
Community subway campaign, 
which includes YouTube vid-
eos, has 26 notable Brooklynite 
Ambassadors ranging from 
children to adults that represent 
media, culture, entertainment, 
interior design, fashion, cuisine, 
education and social justice 
activism.

Ambassador Jocelyn Coo-

per, partner and co-founder of 
AFROPUNK, has created a fes-
tival filled with music, fashion, 
art, poetry and politics. Cooper 
is the daughter of late political 
activist Andrew Cooper, pub-
lisher of Brooklyn’s famed City 
Sun Newspaper and a former 
BCS board member. Through 
Activist Row at AFROPUNK 
and BCS involvement, she car-
ries on her father’s legacy.

“There are forgotten people 
in our Brooklyn community 
and BCS has never forgot-
ten. BCS has always tried to 
improve people’s lives and 
educate people’s lives. I’ve 
seen programs transform not 
only individuals but families. 
Their work is key and it needs 
to continue. As long as people 
are in need, BCS needs to be 
supported,” said Cooper.

ONE Brooklyn Communi-
ty’s Ambassadors span Brook-
lynites in entertainment, arts, 
design, food and fitness, edu-
cation, entrepreneurship, hu-
man rights and activism who 
pay it forward through their 
volunteering, mentoring and 
partnering with charities.

Some Ambassadors include: 
Franchesca Ramsey, host of the 
MTV web series “Decoded,” 
is an actress, comedian, and 
video blogger with more than 
29 million views on YouTube 
and has an upcoming TV show 
on Comedy Central. Educator 
Nadia Lopez, renowned author 
and principal/founder of Mott 
Hall Bridges Academy who 
has met with former President 
Obama.

Carla Hall, co-host of ABC’s 
Emmy award winning “The 
Chew,” is the culinary Am-
bassador to the Sweet Home 
Café at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution’s National Museum for 

African-American History and 
Culture and has owned two 
eateries in Brooklyn.

There’s DJ Spinna, who 
collaborates with Spike Lee 
annually on the Michael Jack-
son tribute party. Tiq Milan is 
a transgender activist, writer, 
public speaker, media con-
sultant and spokesperson for 
GLAAD. Penelope (Penel) 
Ghartey, age 9, is a transgender 
boy, student and athlete who has 
been featured in Cosmopolitan, 
REUTERS and ESSENCE.

Georgia Becker 18, is a stu-
dent at Oberlin College, who 
advocates for her brother Penel 
and uses her voice to support 
many social justice issues. 
Malene Barnett, Design Direc-
tor at Malene B, an award-win-
ning design firm specializing in 
carpets, fine art wall coverings 
and artisan tiles.

Anishka Clarke and Niya 
Bascomare, partners of Ishka 
Designs, are design experts in 
vacation properties, restaurants 
and residences globally. Gwen-
dolyn Niles and Fifi Bell Clan-
ton, co-owners of The Crabby 
Shack, established the crab soul 
food restaurant that’s drawn 
celebrities like Denzel Wash-
ington and Gabrielle Union.

The campaign Art Director 
is Grammy nominated singer, 
model and TheRoot.com writer 
Maiysha Kai. “We are actively 
supporting and participating in 

the ONE Brooklyn Campaign 
to honor BCS’s 150-year legacy 
of serving people and commu-
nities across the Borough,” said 
Investors Bank Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Brian Doran.

“The campaign provides 
BCS with the framework to 
communicate how it is im-
plementing new, innovative 
service models in Brooklyn’s 
diverse neighborhoods. Equal-
ly important, the campaign is 
helping BCS attract and involve 
more individuals as well as 
groups who bring new ideas for 
broadening and transforming its 
social services.”

“Partnering with Investors 
Bank has provided BCS with 
resources to build community 
engagement, volunteerism, 
mentoring, philanthropy and 
activism,” said Sonya Shields, 
who is a longtime social justice 
activist, graduate of Howard 
University and the Chief Of-
ficer for External Relations 
and Advancement at Brooklyn 
Community Services.

“As Black people in Brook-
lyn we understand that many 
residents struggle in our com-
munity to make ends meet. This 
campaign is to bring our entire 
community together across 
economic status,” concludes 
Shields. For more informa-
tion, check out BCS on www.
wearebcs.org.

Interior Designer Malene Barnett

Carla Hall and Chris Hayes on Subway Poster

The Patriot Tour featuring retired Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell, 
exec. dir. of the Chris Kyle Frog Foundation Taya Kyle and wife 
of the late U.S. Navy Sniper Chris Kyle, retired U.S. Army Capt. 
Chad Fleming and retired Navy SEAL David Goggins [PIC-
TURED] comes to NYC’s Town Hall for one night only Thurs., 
Oct. 19.  The emotional live stage experience highlights incredible 
stories of perseverance from four Patriots who have had their 
lives profoundly changed by their service and sacrifice. 
Tickets on sale at Town Hall box office. 
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AUDREY'S SOCIETY WHIRL
The New York Women’s Foundation celebrates 30th year

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

The New York Women’s 
Foundation (NYWF) 
is the largest women’s 

grant making fund in the nation. 
The famed nonprofit creates 
an equitable and just future for 
women and families by uniting 
a cross-cultural alliance that ig-
nites action and invests in bold, 
community-led solutions across 
the city to create an equitable 
and just future for women and 
families. Now in its 30th year, 
the NYWF is among the largest 
women’s grantmaking fund in 
the United States. Each year, 
NYWF hosts a fall gala to raise 
funds for The Foundation.

On Monday, October 2, 
2017, over 300 well-heeled 
philanthropic empathizers at-
tended the Foundation’s 30th 
celebration at The Plaza Ho-
tel, 59th Street and Central 
Park South emceed by CNN 
Newsroom Co-Anchor Pop-
py Harlow, which honored 
four leaders from the fields of 
philanthropy, health, and crimi-
nal justice who have made their 
mark as leaders and agents of 
change in the fields of philan-
thropy, health and criminal 
justice and by doing so, have 
dedicated themselves to making 
New York City and the nation 

a better place for women and 
families.

The 2017 honorees in-
cluded Emmett D. Carson, 
Ph.D., CEO of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation; Dr. 
Angela Diaz, Professor and 
Director of the Mount Sinai 
Adolescent Health Center; 
Verna Eggleston, head of the 
Women’s Economic Develop-
ment initiatives at Bloomberg 
Philanthropies; and Hon. Jon-
athan Lippman, Chairman, 
Independent Commission on 
The NYC Criminal Justice and 
Incarceration Reform, Former 
Chief Judge of New York State 
and the NY Court of Appeals.

NYWF’s President and 
CEO Ana Oliveira said, “Dr. 
Emmett Carson, Dr. Angela 
Diaz, Verna Eggleston, and 
Judge Jonathan Lippman, the 
2017 gala honorees of The New 
York Women’s Foundation, 
share a deep commitment to 
economic and social justice. 

We are grateful to them for their 
determination to transform the 
lives of women, girls and fam-
ilies throughout New York.”

  The event, which featured 
a cocktail reception, dinner and 
program, was co-chaired by 
Kwanza R. Butler, Anne E. 
Delaney, Cathy and Walter 
Isaacson, Michele and Jason 
Penzer and Jean and Martin 
Shafiroff. Mrs. Shafiroff, one 
of the city’s foremost philan-
thropists and humanitarians, 
has served on the board of the 
NYWF since 2012. She also 
hosts an annual luncheon in 
honor of the organization at Le 
Cirque each September, which 
is attended by New York’s 
notables from the worlds of 
business, nonprofits and philan-
thropy.  

Among the evening’s high-
lights were remarks from 
Grantee partner LaDreamMa 
McMoore, a member of the 
Coalition for Women Prisoners 
at the Correctional Association 
of New York, who spoke about 
her experience as an incar-
cerated survivor of domestic 
violence and the education 
and leadership training that she 
received from the Correctional 
Association, supported by the 
NYWF.  Another highlight 
was a special performance by 
the Opera Collective, a group 
of singers seeking to make 
opera accessible to the public 
by performing in New York’s 
subway stations that provided 
the evening’s entertainment. 
(Photo Credit: Patrick Mc-
Mullan)

About the New York 
Women’s Foundation
The New York Women’s Foundation (NYWF) is a cross-cul-
tural alliance of women, serving as a voice for women and a 
force for change. NYWF identifies innovative organizations that 
are effecting change in the communities they serve for women. 
NYWF strategically funds organizations and programs that 
move women, girls and families toward long-term economic 
security through individual transformation and systemic change, 
mobilizing leaders and community partners as philanthropists 
and change agents. NYWF funds programs that promote eco-
nomic security and justice, anti-violence and safety; and health, 
sexual rights and reproductive justice for women and girls in 
New York City. For more information, visit https://www.nywf.
org/event/gala.

Atmosphere
Elsie McCabe Thompson, Ran-
di Schatz, Jean Shafiroff

Emcee Poppy Harlow

Perfecto Sanchez, Natalie Molina, 
Theresa Younger, Marie Wilson

Jean Shafiroff with honorees Ana Oliveira, Emmett D. Carson, 
Dr. Angela Diaz, Vena Eggleston, and Hon. Jonathan Lippman

Jean & Martin Shafiroff, Elsie McCabe Ted Bunch
Omar Bowey, Lindell Carter, 
the Opera Collective Janet Riccio, Kwanza Butler Dr. Angela Diaz Emmett D. Carson

Jean Shafiroff, Eliz-
abeth Shafiroff

Emcee Poppy 
Harlow

Grainne McNamara, 
Jennifer Giacobbe

Jean Shafiroff, Ana 
Oliveira

Chele Farley, Re-
becca Seawright

Michelle Herbert
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Last chance for high school students to apply for 2018 DDA

Compiled by  
Audrey J. Bernard

High School students 
par ticipating in the 
2018 Disney Dream-

ers Academy with Steve Har-
vey and Essence will expe-
rience an once-in-a-lifetime 
career-inspiring weekend – but 
there’s only a few weeks left 
for students to apply at Disn-
eyDreamersAcademy.com.  
Applications close on Oct. 
31, 2017 for the innovative, 
outside-the-classroom, mento-
ring program that takes place 
in March at Walt Disney World 
Resort in Florida.

Steve Harvey, syndicated 
radio and television personali-
ty, along with ESSENCE and 
Walt Disney World Resort 
will host the selected Dreamers 
during their three-day power 
packed career and education-

al exploration. “One of my 
personal commitments is to 
always give back and partic-
ularly to youth,” said Harvey. 
“We’ve seen 1,000 students 
come through the program, and 
I’m excited to find the next 100. 
I encourage all high school stu-
dents to take the time to apply 
for Disney Dreamers Acade-
my because I truly believe that 
a young person’s dream is more 
important than anything.”

ESSENCE Communications 
President Michelle Ebanks add-
ed, “Each year, ESSENCE is 
honored to seek out the next 
generation of big dreamers and 
welcome them to Walt Disney 
World Resort for an once-in-
a-lifetime experience. It is our 
privilege to take part in such an 
empowering youth platform that 
enables us to impact the leaders 
of tomorrow.”

For more than a decade, Dis-

ney Dreamers Academy has in-
spired young minds nationwide 
by fueling their dreams and 
showing them a world of possi-
bilities. Each year, students par-
ticipate in hands-on, immersive 
career workshops, ranging from 
animation to zoology. Each 
participant learns important 
skills, such as communication 
techniques, leadership qualities 
and networking strategies, and 
is inspired by celebrity speakers 
and special guests who share 
their stories and provide insight 
on how to achieve success and 
DREAM BIG.

The program has produced 
many success stories, inspir-
ing students to become authors, 
nurses, pilots, doctors, journal-
ists and engineers following the 
three-day all-expenses-paid ex-
perience at Walt Disney World 
Resort where the theme parks 
become vibrant ‘classrooms’ lead-

ing to career discoveries and fun 
memories to cherish for a lifetime.

“After 10 years and over 
1,000 Disney Dreamer alumni, 
we’re excited to begin the next 
decade of Disney Dreamers 
Academy,” said Tracey D. Pow-
ell, Walt Disney World Resort 
vice president of commercial 
management resorts and Dis-
ney Dreamers Academy execu-
tive champion. “We are excited 
about the opportunity to add to 
the many success stories, as this 
program continues to cultivate 
the minds of young high school 
students from across the nation 
and inspire them to follow their 
dreams and accomplish their 
goals. By applying for Disney 
Dreamers Academy, future 
leaders of this country are tak-
ing a step toward an experience 
that can change their lives.”

Program applicants must an-
swer essay questions about their 

personal journeys and dreams 
for the future. Students are se-
lected based on a combination 
of attributes, including strong 
character, positive attitude and 
determination to achieve their 
dreams. Selected applicants, 
along with a parent or guardian, 
will receive an all-expense-paid 
trip to Walt Disney World Re-
sort in Florida.

Applications are open to 
U.S. high school students, ages 
13 to 19, through Oct. 31, 2017. 
A distinguished panel of leaders 
will evaluate the applications, 
and selected participants will 
be announced by early 2018.

For more information re-
garding applications, interested 
applicants can visit Disney-
DreamersAcademy.com, or 
learn more about the program 
on Facebook.com/Disney-
DreamersAcademy or Twitter.
com/DreamersAcademy.

BEACON OF HOPE

About Walt Disney World Resort
Walt Disney World Resort is 
a contiguous 40-square-mile, 
world-class entertainment 
and recreation center located 
at Lake Buena Vista, Fla., 20 
miles southwest of Orlando 
Covering nearly 47 square-
miles, the Walt Disney World 
Resort features four theme 

parks: Epcot, Magic King-
dom Park, Disney’s Animal 
Kingdom Park and Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios, two wa-
ter parks: Disney’s Blizzard 
Beach and Disney’s Typhoon 
Lagoon and over 20 resort 
hotels. With interactive rides, 
animal adventures, magical 

attractions, dining, shopping 
and nearly 60,000 cast mem-
bers performing in more than 
3,000 different roles, guests 
will be sure to feel the magic 
of Disney during each and 
every visit, with a primary 
focus on brightening the lives 
of children.

About Steve Harvey
Steve Harvey began doing 
stand-up comedy in the mid-
1980s, which eventually led 
to a long stint as host of “It’s 
Showtime at the Apollo.” His 
success as a stand-up comedian 
led to multiple TV sitcoms, 
including “Me and The Boys”, 

“The Steve Harvey Show” 
and “Steve Harvey’s Big Time 
Challenge. His first book, “Act 
Like A Lady, Think Like A 
Man,” quickly became a best-
seller in 2009. Currently, Har-
vey hosts the nationally syndi-
cated “Steve Harvey Morning 

Show,” which airs in over 60 
markets and has over 7 million 
listeners. He is also host of 
“Steve Harvey,” a nationally 
syndicated daytime talk show 
and several game shows in-
cluding the popular nationally 
syndicated “Family Feud.”

About ESSENCE Communications Inc.
Essence Communications Inc. 
(ECI) is the number one media 
company dedicated to Afri-
can-American women, with 
a multi-platform presence in 
publishing, live events, and on-
line.  The company’s flagship 
publication, ESSENCE maga-
zine, is the preeminent lifestyle 
magazine for African-Ameri-

can women; generating brand 
extensions such as the Essence 
Festival, ESSENCE Black 
Women in Hollywood and 
Black Women in Music, Win-
dow on Our Women and Smart 
Beauty consumer insights 
series, Essence.com, and ven-
tures in digital media (mobile, 
television and VOD). For 43 

years, ESSENCE, which has 
a brand reach of nearly 11 
million, has been the leading 
source of cutting-edge infor-
mation and specific solutions 
relating to every area of Afri-
can-American women’s lives.  
Additional information about 
ECI and ESSENCE is available 
atwww.essence.com.

Disney Dreamers Academy graduates

About Disney Dreamers Academy
Disney Dreamers Academy (DDA) 
is a power-packed, 4-day event held 
annually at Walt Disney World Re-
sort in Orlando, Florida, in which 
100 select high school students, ages 
13-19, are inspired to dream big and 
get a jump-start on making those 
dreams come true! Students chosen 
to attend travel from every corner of 
the country to participate in a series 
of sessions and workshops held with-
in the magical setting of Walt Disney 
World Resort, virtually turning the 
theme parks into vibrant classrooms 
where Dreamers can imagine bright 
futures, make exciting discoveries 
and learn how to put their goals into 
action.  Dreamers engage in a wide 
variety of experiences while working 
side by side with some of today’s top 
celebrities, community and industry 
leaders and dedicated Disney Cast 
members.  DDA Aims to: Inspire 
students through immersive and in-
spirational guest speakers; Introduce 
a world of possibilities in a variety of 
interactive career sessions, ranging 
from animation, journalism, enter-
tainment and entrepreneurship to 
culinary arts, medicine and zoology; 
and Prepare students for the future 
through developing skills such as 
networking and interviewing.  As the 
visionary founder of the Walt Disney 

Company, Disney created a legacy 
that has transcended his lifetime, 
leaving behind a brand and compa-
ny renowned for its rich and unique 
heritage.  Students participating in 
DDA will follow in the footsteps of 
Walt Disney, the ultimate dreamer, 
and leave prepared to be a role model 
for others as they believe in the power 
of their dreams and make a positive 
difference in their communities and 
the world.

Steve Harvey with Mickey Mouse 
and Disney Dreamers

Disney Dreamers
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BUSINESS MATTERS
Bebenoir Boutique celebrates 

its 10th year in business in Har-
lem. Festivities begin on October 
20, 6-10 pm, at 2084 Adam Clay-
ton Powell Blvd, near 125 Street. 
and festivities begin on October 
20. 6-11 pm 2084 Adam Clayton 
Bebenoir was founded by wife/
husband team Fatima Sidibe and 
Ibrahima Doukare.

The NY Carib News 22nd 

Annual Caribbean Multi Na-

tional Business Conference, 
originally scheduled to convene 
November 9-12 in St. Croix, 
US Virgin Islands, relocates 
to New York City. The Level 5 
hurricane which touched down 
on St. Croix necessitated ven-
ue change. The Conference’s 
revised theme is “Rebuilding 
The Caribbean Region Together 
Post Disaster.”

Visit nycaribnews.com

FALL CULTURE CLUB
T he  p res t ig ious  annu -

al MacArthur Genius Awards 
which includes a cash prize of 
$625, 000, were announced last 
week. Six of the 24 MacArthur 
2017 fellows are Black Ameri-
cans, including novelist Jesmyn 
Ward; Dawoud Bey, photog-
rapher ; Nigeria-born painter 
Njideka Akunyili Crosby; Rhian-
non Giddens, musician/vocalist; 
Nikole Hannan Jones, journalist; 
and Tyshawn Sorey, composer 
musician

The Peg Alston Art Gal-
lery new Fall Exhibit, EVITA 
TEZENO opens on October 
25 with an artist reception and 
runs through November 17, at 
the PAG, located at 407 Central 
Park West, Suite 1C, Manhattan. 
RSVP @ pegalston.com Call 212 
663.8333.

THEATER: Vy Higginsen ‘s 
Mama Foundation for the Arts 
begins its 2017/2018 season with 
the acclaimed musical ALIVE 
55+ And KICKIN’, back by 
popular demand, which opened 
on 10/14 and with a new work, 
WE ARE THE MUSIC, star-
ring the Sing Harlem Choir, a 
spin off of the Gospel for Teens 
Academy, which opens on 10/21. 
Both musicals will be housed at 
the Dempsey theater, located at 
127 West 127 Street, Harlem. 
Playdates for both are Saturdays, 
ALIVE until 11/18 WE ARE 
until 12/9. Visit mamafounda-
tion.org

FILM: The Reel Sisters Of 
the Diaspora Film Festival and 
Lecture Series ends in Harlem at 
the Magic Johnson Theater on 
October 21, with films dedicated 
to women’s community activism, 
empowerment and spirituality. 
One stand out in this grouping 
is a short documentary, “And 
Call Her Blessed: A Portrait of 

Janie” about Brooklyn grass-
roots activist, the late Jane Lee 
Witherspoon, mother of 16 chil-
dren, whose political activism 
influenced the development of 
BedStuy antipoverty programs 
and self empowerment groups. 
Film was lovingly conceived by 
her daughter Bernice Green, who 
directed and who co-produced 
film with David Greaves. Visi9t 
www.reelsisters.org.

CULTURE CLUB
The Boys and Girls Club of 

Harlem hosts an “Autumn In NY 
Gala” honoring Denny Ferrell 
recently retired NYS Assembly-
man; Harlem Park to Park; and 
Christopher Watler, BGC Harlem 
Board Chairman. The event will 
be held at the Lenfest Center for 
the Arts, located at 615 West 
129 Street, Harlem, on October 
26, from 6-9 pm. Alyah Hors-
ford-Sidberry is event honorary 
chair. Visit bgcharlem.org.

The West Harlem Group 
Assistance, Inc, a community- 

based development organization, 
hosts its 46th Anniversary Gala, 
honoring community leaders 
Adrian Council and Jean Nash 
Wells, co- founders of Positive 
Community magazine; Sabrina 
Lamb, CEO, World of Money.
org; Dyana Williams, media 
personality and cultural activist; 
and Tony Hillary, Founder/ED 
Harlem Grown. Event will be 
held on October 26 at the ES-
PACE Ballroom, located at 625 
West 42 Street. Manhattan. Visit 
WHGAINC.ORG.

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

NY ELECTION SCENE
NYC is a place like no other on the 

planet. Our city boasts a population of 
8.5 million people with an $85 billion 
budget, larger than GNP of many UN 
member nations. When there is a NYC 
Mayoral debate everybody listens, for a 
minute, as was the case last week when 
NY1 TV hosted the Mayor DeBlasio 
debate with his two top rivals GOP 
Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis 
and NYC businessman Bo Dietyl, 
who played Donald Trump’s 2016 
role during the 2016 debates: non-stop 
screaming, lying and comic relief.

The First Lady Of NYC Chirlane 
McCray was the center of attention at a 
Harlem-based Bill de Blasio re-election 
fundraiser, held at the Cove Lounge on 
October 16. The event was hosted by 
the Harlem Democratic establishment, 
including Senator Brian Benjamin, 
Keith Wright, William Allen, Assem-
blywoman Inez Dickens, Keith Lilly, 
Stanley Gleaton, Beverly Alston, Hazel 
Dukes, Londel Davis, and Attorney 
Michael Hardy. Local business elites 
were well represented at the fundraiser 
like Mrs. Basil Paterson, Daniel Pater-
son, Attorney Kendall Reid, Yvonne 
Stafford, Nina Saxon, Robert Horsford, 
Geoff Eaton, Russell Grey, Vy Higgin-
sen, Yinka Stanford, and Patreinnah 
Acosta-Pelle. There were enough CB 

10 denizens to call a quorum like 
Attorney Cicely Harris, Board Chair, 
Attorney John Lynch, 1st Vice Chair, 
and Deneane Brown Blackmon.

Friends of NYC Civil Court Judge 
Verna Saunders will co-host a Sip and 
Chat fundraiser to support her candi-
dacy for the NYS Supreme Court, on 
October 28, at the Cove Lounge, 325 
Lenox Avenue. She will be on Novem-
ber 7 ballots. A Harlem born and bred 
GenXer, Verna Saunders attended NYC 
public schools, including Brooklyn 
Tech and graduated from the CUNY 
School Of Law. A Delta Sigma Theta, 
she was elected to the Civil Court in 
2012. RSVP Alyah@covelounge.com

WHAT’S GOING ONBy Victoria Horsford 

NEWMAKERS
Dr. Janet Bell celebrated her birth-

day in grand café society style last 
month She entertained about 80 friends 
at Chez Josephine’s on W. 42 Street, 
Manhattan, complete with pianist and 
clarinetis, a four –star, three course 
meal.. It was a grand affair with dozens 
of A-Listers like Columbia Law Pro-
fessor Kendall Thomas, June Jackson 
Christmas, MD, Harriette and Dr. Edgar 
Mandeville, Lindbert Porter, Gloria 
Steinem Letty Cottin Pogrebin and 
Bert Pogrebin Tony Thompson & Kim 
Taylor-Thompson, Catherine Chadwick 
and Lola West. Many of the guests were 
songbirds like Columbia Law Professor 
Kendall Thomas quite a stylist who 
performed. “I Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love, Baby.” George Faison sang 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow .” And 
the birthday lady also performed a 

theater song. The musicians delighted 
partygoers with selections from the 
Broadway and Hollywood songbooks. 
It was a fabulous party.

USA/THE WORLD IN REVIEW
The NY Times story THE WORLD 

ONCE LAUGHTED AT NORTH KO-
REAN CYBERPOWER. NO MORE 
is scary revelation about the cyber 
about North Korea’s cyber attack pro-
gram, which is scarier than the Trump 
Presidency. NK cyberpower can “steal 
millions dollars and is wreaking global 
havoc. “ North Korean’s reach is plan-
etary, in India, New Zealand, Nepal, 
Kenya and Mozambique. It has the 
ability to steal war plans. It can stall and 
put a monkey wrench into international 
programs which ridicule or malign NK. 
It was responsible for hacking the Sony 
Pictures computer system in 2014. It is 
a must read for anyone concerned about 
life on Earth. If NK can do this, then 
there is no doubt in my mind that the 
Russians manipulated the 2016 United 
States elections.

The Trump quest to erode the Barack 

Obama legacy. Last week, through an 
executive order, Trump put the Afford-
able Care Act, aka as Obamacare, to 
sleep or at best on life support. Days 
later, he says that he will pull out of 
the Iran nuclear agreement if Congress 
does not heed his appeal to toughen 
the accords. The best response to 
foregoing Trump actions was written 
by NY Times writer Charles Blow in 
his oped TRUMP, CHIEFTAIN OF 
SPITE which begins. “ It must be cold 
and miserable standing in the shadow 
of someone greater and smarter, more 
loved and more admired.” Blow con-
tinues, “It must be infuriating to have 
risen on the wings of your derision of 
that person’s every decision and even 
his very existence and yet not to be able 
to measure up – in either stratagem or 
efficacy - when you sit where that per-
son once sat. 

Verna Saunders

Janet Bell

Vy Higginsen

Jane Lee Witherspoon
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Remembering

Jazzy Drummer/Singer Grady Tate 85
By Lee Mergner

“No one ever made the 
beat sing and the 
melody swing with 

any more poetry and power than 
Grady Tate. Our music never 
had a better friend, and neither 
did I,” said Todd Barkan, jazz 
record producer

The Drummer/Vocalist 
Grady Tate, a veteran of hun-
dreds of jazz recording ses-
sions, died on Oct. 8, 2017, 
according to longtime colleague 
and producer Todd Barkan. Tate 
was 85.

Grady was a dual threat as 
a singer and drummer, per-
forming in the latter role on 
many seminal LPs with the 
likes of Jimmy Smith, Oliver 
Nelson and Wes Montgomery. 
Most closely associated with 
the soul-jazz style of the ‘60s 
popularized by Smith, Mont-
gomery, Lou Donaldson and 
Stanley Turrentine, Tate also 
recorded about a dozen albums 
as a leader, nearly all featuring 
his baritone voice as well as his 
stylish drumming.

Like many of his peers on 
the postbop scene, Tate was 
born in North Carolina and 
was a product of the Great Mi-
gration. Raised in Durham, he 
was self-taught on drums and 
performed at local churches as 
a singer.

“I was a good little singer. I 
wish we’d had technology the 
way it is today so I could have 
had some of those recordings,” 
Tate once said. When Grady 
entered puberty, he lost the will 
and even ability to sing. “It was 
such a devastating experience. 
From the time I was 12 until I 
was 19, I would not open my 
mouth because I was totally 
frustrated by that voice change. 
As a result, I never sang in high 
school,” he recalled.

After a stint in the Air Force 
during the early ‘50s, in which 

he played in bands and did vo-
cal arrangements, he came back 
to Durham for school but even-
tually relocated to Washington, 
D.C., which would be his home 
off and on for many years.

A move to NYC brought 
him to the attention of Quincy 
Jones, Creed Taylor and other 
producers, and he began a 
steady and lucrative career as 
a session player, primarily on 
drums. Known for his crisp 
yet sensitive touch on the kit, 
Tate also did Pop and R&B 
dates, recording with Aretha 
Franklin, Donny Hathaway, 
Roberta Flack, Phoebe Snow, 
the McGarrigles, Paul Simon 
and Bette Midler.

In an interview with Greg-

ory Thomas in 2008 for All 
About Jazz, Tate explained that 
he learned a lot from backing 
other singers, including Peggy 
Lee. “Peggy was just sultry, 
not nasty or rowdy,” he said. 
“I enjoyed playing with her. I 
guess I’ve tried to do some of 
that with my singing. One of 
the reasons I’ve played with so 
many singers was to see and 
learn what they were doing. You 
have to listen to all of the people 
who are successful at it.

Tate also recorded and re-
leased about a dozen albums 
as a leader, frequently with 
his deep and soulful voice at 
the forefront of the music. In 
a review of Tate’s 2006 album, 
From the Heart: Songs Sung 

Live at the Blue Note (Half 
Note), Christopher Loudon 
wrote in JazzTimes: “Tate’s 
rumbling baritone has often 
been likened, quite validly, 
to Johnny Hartman, Arthur 
Prysock and Lou Rawls. Stylis-
tically, though, he more closely 
resembles the great (and, like 
Tate, significantly underappre-
ciated) Bill Henderson.”

In an email to JazzTimes, 
Michael Cuscuna, noted pro-
ducer for Mosaic Records and 
Blue Note Records, reflected on 
Tate’s versatile career and dis-
tinctive persona. “I knew three 
Grady Tates, each was kind and 
brilliant and somewhat at odds 
with each other,” said Cuscuna.

“ T h e  c o n s u m m a t e , 

hard-swinging tasteful drum-
mer who turned the heads of the 
musical giants of the ‘60s was 
eclipsed by the skillful, spot-on 
studio drummer who gave every 
session its glue, its groove and 
its soul. By the end of the ‘60s, 
a tempered, controlled vocalist 
with emotional depth and per-
fect delivery began to fight for 
Grady’s time.

So three exceptional talents 
shared the same body and mind. 
Those of us who were lucky 
enough to work with one or 
more of them will forever miss 
his exceptional brilliance and 
the gracious decency that de-
fined his persona.” Later in his 
career, Tate added yet another 
dimension to his multi-faceted 
career when he became a full-
fledged educator, working as a 
professor in Howard Universi-
ty’s jazz and music program 
beginning around 1989.

According to Jazz Professor 
Emeritus Arthur Dawkins, 
Tate’s initial appointment at 
Howard University was made 
possible by now retired faculty 
member Reppard Stone, who 
was the music director of the 
Howard University Jazz Rep-
ertory Orchestra.

Tate, along with Ron Carter 
and John Malachi, made up 
the rhythm section for a big 
band playing the music of Billy 
Eckstine, Thelonious Monk and 
Oliver Nelson over a five-year 
period. “Grady’s impact on the 
students was immediate and 
powerful,” wrote Dawkins in 
an email to JazzTimes.

“While continuing his unbe-
lievable schedule with Jimmy 
Smith, CBS Sunday Morning, 
Kathleen Battle, Jessye Norman 
and Quincy Jones, Tate evolved 
as a master teacher at Howard, 
sharing his wide experiences as 
a recording and [performing] 
artist.” Grady Tate is survived 
by his widow Vivian and son 
Grady, Jr.

A Voice Silenced To Soon
By Andrew Rosario  
Special Assignment

I keep telling myself this a 
very bad dream. Greg is not 
suppose to be in that casket. 

When my mom passed, I asked 
everyone who attended her 
service to give her a standing 
ovation. I didn’t ask that of the 
people who attended Greg’s 
service. Not because Greg 
wasn’t worthy, he clearly is, but 
for most of his adult life, he’s 
been getting standing ovations 
from all over the world!

Greg was so much more than 
an entertainer. He is a loving 
son, father, grandfather and 
unwavering friend. Was Greg 
perfect? No but who is? We had 
our share of disagreements and 

called each other out at times 
like brothers often do. It never 
lasted long because we meant 
so much to each other.

I have never met someone 
who had such a zest for life. He 
adored his mom. His love and 
pride for his kids is second to 
none. I will miss that beaming 
wide smile and that hearty, 
hefty laughter that would echo 
anywhere he was.

Greg performed at the 911 
fundraiser that included Paul 
McCartney, Jim Carrey, Billy 
Chrystal and Dan Aykrod. Mc-
Cartney was so impressed by 
his performance he hired Greg 
on the spot to do his wedding.

Greg performed on NBC’s 
Today Show and Fox’s Good 
Day New York. For 16 years, 

he was the featured band for 
the World Economic Forum in 
Davos Switzerland. I had the 
pleasure to attend one year.

I love you brother Greg. 
Not a day will go by that I will 
not think of you. I can’t wait 
for the day we see each other 
again. Until then I know heaven 
will greet you with open arms. 
Gregory Denard Jackson is 
survived by his mother Vir-
ginia Brooks, 4 kids Lonnie, 
Loniqua, Porsche and Angelica 
and his best friend and mother 
of Angelica, Ruzanna Jackson.

The wake for Gregory De-
nard Jackson took place Thurs., 
Oct. 12, 2017. The Burial 
took place on Fri., Oct. 13, at 
Calverton National Cemetery in 
Wading River, New York. Gregory Denard Jackson. 11-18-1958/10-02-2017

Grady Tate in 2012 (Photo: David Sokol)
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AUDREY'S REEL WHIRL
New releases coming to a theater near you . . .

Compiled by Audrey J. 
Bernard  

Film Reviewer

Long-awaited “Black Pan-
ther” opens in U.S. the-
aters on February 16, 

2018
Marvel Studios’ “Black 

Panther” follows T’Challa 
who, after the death of his 
father, the King of Wakanda, 
returns home to the isolat-
ed, technologically advanced 
African nation to succeed 
to the throne and take his 
rightful place as king. But 
when a powerful old enemy 
reappears, T’Challa’s mettle 

as king — and Black Panther 
— is tested when he is drawn 
into a formidable conflict that 
puts the fate of Wakanda and 
the entire world at risk. Faced 
with treachery and danger, 
the young king must rally 
his allies and release the full 
power of Black Panther to 
defeat his foes and secure the 
safety of his people and their 
way of life. “Black Panther” 
stars Chadwick Boseman, 
Michael B. Jordan, Lupita 
Nyong’o, Danai Gurira, 
Martin Freeman, Daniel 
Kaluuya, Letitia Wright, 
Winston Duke, with Angela 
Bassett, with Forest Whitak-
er, and Andy Serkis. The film 
is directed by Ryan Coogler 
and produced by Kevin Feige 
with Louis D’Esposito, Vic-
toria Alonso, Nate Moore, 
Jeffrey Chernov and Stan 
Lee serving as executive pro-
ducers.  Ryan Coogler & 
Joe Robert Cole wrote the 
screenplay.

Lavish mystery — “Murder On The Orient Express” – posters reveal clues
20th Century Fox has 

revealed new charac-
ter posters for “Mur-

der On The Orient Express.” 
What starts out as a lavish train 
ride through Europe quickly 
unfolds into one of the most 
stylish, suspenseful and thrill-
ing mysteries ever told. From 
the novel by best-selling author 
Agatha Christie, “Murder 
on the Orient Express” tells 
the tale of thirteen strangers 
stranded on a train, where 
everyone’s a suspect. One man 
must race against time to solve 
the puzzle before the murderer 
strikes again. Get a closer look 
at all of the suspects aboard! 
Kenneth Branagh directs and 
leads an all-star cast includ-
ing Tom Bateman, Kenneth 
Branagh, Penélope Cruz, 
Willem Dafoe, Judi Dench, 
Johnny Depp, Josh Gad, 
Derek Jacobi, Leslie Odom 
Jr., Michelle Pfeiffer, Daisy 
Ridley, Marwan Kenzari, 
Olivia Colman, Lucy Boyn-
ton, Manuel Garcia-Rulfo, 

Sergei Polunin. The screen-
play is by Michael Green and 
it’s produced by Ridley Scott, 
Mark Gordon, Simon Kin-
berg, Kenneth Branagh, Judy 

Hofflund, and Michael Schae-
fer. When everyone is a suspect, 
clues are everywhere. Make 
sure to look for NEW clues hid-
den within the character post-

ers. Visit CluesAreEverywhere.
com to uncover more clues and 
learn about the suspects aboard 
the Orient Express. Visit Clue-
sAreEverywhere.com to uncov-

er more clues and learn about 
the suspects aboard the Orient 
Express. The mystery movie 
will be released on November 
10, 2017.

“Murder On The Orient 
Express”-The Doctor (Leslie 
Odom Jr.)

“Murder On The Orient 
Express”-The Princess (Judi 
Dench)

“Murder On The Orient 
Express”-The Assistant-Josh 
Gad

“Murder On The Orient Ex-
press”-The Gangster-Johnny 
Depp
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20 FLICK-CHAT
Courtroom Drama Recounts High-Profile Case

By Kam Williams  
Senior Movie Critic

“Marshall”

Prior to becoming Amer-
ica’s first African-Amer-
ican Supreme Cour t 

Justice, Thurgood Marshall 
(Chadwick Boseman) enjoyed a 
legendary legal career as a Civil 
Rights lawyer. While serving as 
chief counsel for the NAACP, 
he argued before the United 
States Supreme Court 32 times, 
most notably, the landmark 
Brown vs. Board of Education 
case ending segregation in pub-
lic schools.

This makes one question Di-
rector Reggie Hudlin’s (House 
Party) thinking in having his 
biopic about the beloved Icon 
revolve around a criminal trial 
from 1941, when he was still es-
tablishing himself. What’s even 
more curious is that Marshall 

wasn’t allowed to interrogate 
witnesses or even speak in the 
courtroom by the racist judge 
(James Cromwell) presiding 
over the proceedings, because 
he wasn’t a member of the bar 
in the State of Connecticut.

So, instead of seeing Mar-
shall work his magic, we have 
to settle for watching him 
quietly orchestrate his strategy 
with help of a Caucasian col-
league (Josh Gad) who’s rather 
reluctant to get involved. That 
would be Sam Friedman, a 
local yokel afraid of jeopardiz-
ing his flourishing insurance 
practice by defending a Black 
man accused of raping a white 
woman.

After all, the case was 
splashed across the tabloids, 
and the accused had already 
been convicted in the court of 
public opinion. The basic facts 
were as follows. On December 
11, 1940, a Greenwich socialite 
named Eleanor Strubing (Kate 
Hudson) was either raped or 
had consensual sex four times 
with her chauffeur, Joseph Spell 
(Sterling K. Brown), while her 
husband (Jeremy Bobb) was 
out of town.

Because she was wealthy, 
white and well-connected, the 
police and the prosecutors be-
lieved her story, and promptly 
arrested the employee. But 
because her account of what 
transpired had some Swiss 
cheese-size holes in it, the 
NAACP decided to assign the 
case to its only attorney, the 
peripatetic Thurgood Marshall.

Granted, Chadwick Bose-
man, who played (Jackie Robin-

son) in “42” and (James Brown) 
in “Get on Up,” delivers another 
impressive impersonation as 
“Marshall,” at least when he’s 
not muzzled. But it’s hard to get 
very enthusiastic when the pas-
sionate protagonist is rendered 

mute at critical moments while 
a wimpy proxy whose heart 
isn’t into it does all the talking.

Thurgood at 32, but once 
removed, as channeled by a 
nerdy mercenary.

Good (2 stars). Rated PG-

13 for sexuality, profanity, 
ethnic slurs, violence and 
mature themes. Running time: 
118 minutes. Production Stu-
dio: Starlight Media/Chestnut 
Ridge Productions. Distribu-
tor: Open Road Films.

Stiller Stars as Miserable Misanthrope
By Kam Williams

“Brad’s Status”

Brad Sloan (Ben Stiller) 
feels inadequate despite 
his happy marriage and 

a thriving business that enables 
his family to live comfortably 
in suburban Sacramento. He 
gets depressed, nevertheless, 
because he compares himself 
to his relatively-successful 
college buddies instead of the 
Average Joe.

For instance, one pal, Craig 
(Michael Sheen), is a best-sell-
ing author who worked in the 
White House and now teaches 
at Harvard. Then there’s Billy 
(Jemaine Clement) who’s al-
ready retired and shacked up 
on Maui with a couple of girl-
friends after selling his hi-tech 
company for a fortune.

Another, Jason (Luke Wil-
son), is a filthy-rich, hedge fund 
manager with his own airplane. 
And Nick (writer/director Mike 
White) is a famous Hollywood 
director whose home was just 
featured on the cover of Archi-
tectural Digest.

Consequently, rather than 
count his blessings, Brad con-

siders himself a failure. Fur-
thermore, he has the nerve to 
not only blame his supportive 
wife (Jenna Fischer) for his lack 
of ambition, but to ask her how 
much they stand to inherit from 
her parents’ estate.

Disappointed with her re-
sponse, he shrugs,.“We’ve 
plateaued,” ostensibly resign-
ing himself to a mundane 
existence. “This is it.” Brad’s 
existential angst is further 
amplified when he takes their 

college-bound son (Austin 
Abrams) on a tour of schools 
in the Boston area.

For being back in Beantown 
serves as reminder that he was 
forced to settle for Tufts after 
being rejected by the Ivies. 

Troy’s prospects are much bet-
ter, since he’s a musical prodigy 
with a good chance of being 
accepted by both Harvard and 
Yale. However, that fact doesn’t 
shake his father out of the dol-
drums, especially after they 
cross paths with Craig.

During the brief encounter, 
Brad learns that he was the only 
member of the old gang not in-
vited to Nick’s recent wedding. 
Thus unfolds “Brad’s Status,” a 
midlife crisis dramedy, if I ever 
saw one. Ben Stiller is quite 
convincing as the jealous title 
character. The only problem is 
that it’s impossible to empathize 
with the suffering of a whiny in-
grate obviously benefiting from 
many of the privileges associat-
ed with being a white male.

A morality play warning 
about the folly of trying to 
keep up with Joneses, espe-
cially where the Joneses are 
all members of America’s 
wealthiest 1%. Very Good (3 
stars). Rated R for profanity. 
Running time: 101 minutes. 
Production Studio: Sidney 
Kimmel Entertainment/Plan 
B Entertainment. Distributor: 
Annapurna Pictures/Amazon 
Studios.

Ben Stiller

Chadwick Boseman plays (Thurgood Marshall)
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THEATER TALK
Elizabeth McGovern smolders in ‘Time and the Conways’

By Audrey J. Bernard

The Roundabout The-
atre Company’s (RTC) 
hauntingly beautiful pro-

duction of Time and the Con-
ways, by J. B. Priestley, and 
effortlessly directed by 2017 
Tony Award-winning direc-
tor Rebecca Taichman (Inde-
cent), opened to ravishing re-
views on Tuesday, October 10, 
2017 at the American Airlines 
Theatre on Broadway, 227 
West 42nd Street, NYC, fol-
lowed by a fantastic after-party 
celebration. No pun intended 
but “Time” is of the essence as 
this first-ever Broadway revival 
– the first since its premiere in 
1938 — will only perform for 
a limited engagement through 
Sunday, November 26, 2017. 

RTC’s Artistic Director & 
CEO Todd Haimes is thrilled 
with the favorable reviews of 
this reenacted production as it 
kicks off Roundabout’s thrilling 
2017-2018 season!

Taichman’s electrifying di-
rection is exemplified by an 
award-winning cast helmed by 
the incomparable Elizabeth 
McGovern who brings ease, 
comfort and believability to the 
role as matriarch of a dysfunc-
tional, well-to-do British family 
who has seen the best and worst 
of times. It’s a nostalgic throw-
back to the way things were and 
comeuppance.

T i m e  a n d  t h e  C o n -
ways stars Elizabeth McGov-
ern as “Mrs. Conway,” Ste-
ven Boyer as “Ernest,” Anna 
Camp as “Hazel,” Gabriel 
Ebert as “Alan,” Charlotte 
Parry as “Kay,” and Matthew 
James Thomas as “Robin,” 
with Anna Baryshnikov as 
“Carol,” Brooke Bloom as 
“Madge,” Alfredo Narciso as 
“Gerald,” and Cara Rick-
etts as “Joan.”

  Deets: In 1919 Britain, 
Mrs. Conway (“Downton Ab-
bey’s” Elizabeth McGovern) 
is full of optimism during her 
daughter’s lavish twenty-first 
birthday celebration. The Great 
War is over, wealth is in the air, 
and the family’s dreams bubble 
over like champagne. Jump 
nineteen years into the future, 
though, and the Conways’ lives 
have transformed unimagin-
ably. This time-jumping play 
by J.B. Priestley (An Inspector 
Calls) takes place at the cross-
roads of today and tomorrow 

— challenging our notions of 
choice, chance and destiny.

Time and the Conways 
boasts a creative team con-
sisting of Neil Patel (set de-
sign); Paloma Young (cos-
tume design); Christopher 
Akerline (lighting design); 
Matt Hubbs (sound design); 
Leah J. Loukas (hair and 
wig design); Deborah Hecht 
(dialect consultant); Thomas 
Schall (fight director); and 
James Latus (production stage 
manager). Polk & Co. is the 
press representative. (Photo 
Credit: Emilio Madrid-Kuser, 
Linda Lenzi and Joseph Mar-
zullo-WENN))

DANCE

Opening Night Curtain Call for cast of Time and the Conways (left to right) Alfredo Narciso, 
Brooke Bloom, Steven Boyer, Gabriel Ebert, Charlotte Parry, Elizabeth McGovern, Anna Camp, 
Anna Baryshnikov, Matthew James Thomas, Cara Ricketts 

Anna Baryshnikov Alfredo Narciso Brooke Bloom Steven Boyer Anna Camp

Elizabeth McGovern receives 
thunderous applause during 
curtain call

Rebecca Taichman Elizabeth McGovern Cara Ricketts

Matthew James Thomas Charlotte Parry Gabriel Ebert

Time and the Conways’ understudies Ben Diskant, Kim Martin-Cotten, Amanda Leigh
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22 OFF-BROADWAY
At Lincoln Center

Young People’s Chorus of NYC 
and Meredith Monk Performs

Edited By  
Don Thomas

Following its Mostly Mo-
zart Festival debut in July, 
the Young People’s Cho-

rus of New York City (YPC) 
performs with Meredith Monk 
In “Dancing Voices” at Lincoln 
Center’s White Light Festival. 
The multidimensional, mul-
tiperceptual program of the 
composer’s music is presented 
in three concerts on Fri., Oct., 
20 at 7:30 p.m. and Sat., Oct., 
21 at 3p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at 
the Gerald W. Lynch Theater 
at John Jay College.

Tickets are available online 
at WhiteLightFestival.org or at 
the David Geffen or Alice Tully 
Hall Box Office.

In the spirit of Monk’s direct 
transmission of her work to 
future generations, “Dancing 
Voices” surveys nearly five de-
cades of the composer’s music 
in an exploration of the human 
voice as an instrument—from 
solo to ensemble singing and 
work with instrumentalists. The 
program opens with 21 YPC 
choristers alongside Monk and 
Vocal Ensemble members Ka-
tie Geissinger and Allison Snif-
fin in selections from ATLAS: 
an opera in three parts, Book of 
Days, and The Games, among 
other works, a performance that 
blends music with choreogra-
phy and theatrical lighting.

The YPC choristers (ages 
8-15) are prepared by the cho-
rus’s Associate Artistic Direc-
tor, Elizabeth Núñez. Geissing-
er and Sniffin are also coaching 
the group, and Monk will work 
directly, hand in hand with them 
this October. This first part of 
the program, sung mostly a cap-
pella, was initially conceived 
and performed in Belgium in 
2010 under the title “Dancing 
Voices.”

The second part of the 
program is led by YPC Ar-
tistic Director and Founder 
Francisco J. Núñez, who con-
ducts 50 girls from the chorus 
in the world-premiere com-

plete performance of Monk’s 
“Three Heavens and Hells” in 
its YPC-commissioned choral 
version, followed by “ascent” 
from “Songs of Ascension,” in 
which the girls are joined by 
25 boys, three YPC soloists, 
Monk and her Vocal Ensemble, 
the American Contemporary 
Music Ensemble (Ben Russell, 
violin; Laura Lutzke, violin; 
Caleb Burhans, viola; Clarice 
Jensen, cello), percussionist 
David Cossin, and wind player 
Bohdan Hilash.

YPC began working with 
Monk in 2009, when the cho-
rus commissioned the choral 
version of “Three Heavens and 
Hells” as part of its Transient 
Glory and Radio Radiance new 
music commissioning series. 
Monk says: “Though I original-
ly scored ‘Three Heavens and 
Hells’ for four female voices, I 
always wanted it to be sung by 
a children’s chorus.

“When the Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City 
commissioned me to write a 
piece, I was excited by the idea 
of making a new form with the 

material. Working with Francis-
co Núñez and the young singers 
has given me the opportunity 
to create different colors and 
textures, expand my original 
conception and develop it into 
a new entity.”

YPC premiered “Things 
Heaven and Hell,” a movement 
from the work, in 2009 at 
Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully 
Hall, and this movement was 
recorded by the Chorus for its 
2015 album Transient Glory III. 
The six additional movements 
have also been programmed 
individually by YPC.

The White Light Festi-
val performance, featuring 
new gestural choreography by 
Monk, will be sung a cappella 
by 50 YPC choristers and con-
ducted by Núñez, marking the 
first official performance of the 
choral version in its entirety.

The Young People’s Chorus 
of New York City (YPC) is a 
world-renowned youth chorus 
founded in 1988 on a mission of 
diversity and artistic excellence 
by Artistic Director Francisco 
J. Núñez, a MacArthur Fellow. 

While harnessing the power of 
music to fulfill the potential 
of children, the program has 
heightened an awareness of 
the ability of children to rise 
to unforeseen levels of artistry.

More than 1,600 children 
from ages 8 to 18 participate 
annually in YPC through its 
after-school, in-school, and 
community programs. YPC’s 
repertoire ranges from renais-
sance and classical traditions 
to Gospel, Folk, Pop, Contem-
porary, and World Music. YPC 
has performed on four conti-
nents, has won more than a doz-
en gold medals in international 
choral competitions, and has 
invigorated the repertoire for 
young voices by commissioning 
and premiering over 100 com-
positions from today’s most dis-
tinguished composers. YPC is 
a recipient of the National Arts 
and Humanities Youth Program 
Award, America’s highest hon-
or for youth programs. For more 
information, visit ypc.org.

Meredith Monk is a com-
poser, singer, director/choreog-
rapher and creator of new opera, 
music-theater works, films and 
installations. Recognized as one 
of the most unique and influen-
tial artists of our time, she is a 
pioneer in what is now called 
“extended vocal technique” 
and “interdisciplinary perfor-
mance.” For more information, 
visit meredithmonk.org.

Francisco J. Núñez, a 
MacArthur Fellow, is a com-
poser, conductor, visionary, 
leading figure in music educa-
tion, and the Artistic Director/
Founder of the Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City. He 
also leads the University Glee 
Club of New York City and 
is sought after nationwide as 

a guest conductor and master 
teacher. For more information, 
visit franciscojnunez.com.

Elizabeth Núñez is the 
Associate Artistic Director of 
the Young People’s Chorus 
of New York City. She is also 
a conductor, choral clinician, 
soloist, and founding artistic 
director of The SoHarmoniums 
Women’s Choir. At YPC, she 
created and directs the Cantare 
chorus and serves as vocal 
coach for choristers in all six 
YPC divisions (ages 8–18) in 
rehearsals, performances, and 
for international tours.

Meredith Monk and Vocal 
Ensemble consists of some of 
the finest and most adventurous 
performers active in new music. 
Founded in 1978 to further ex-
pand Monk’s groundbreaking 
exploration of the human voice, 
the Ensemble has received mul-
tiple awards including a 2008 
Grammy nomination for imper-
manence. Appearing in festivals, 
theaters and concert halls around 
the world, Meredith Monk and 
Vocal Ensemble can also be 
heard on numerous recordings 
on the ECM New Music Series 
label. For more information, 
please visit meredithmonk.org.

The American Contempo-
rary Music Ensemble (ACME) 
is dedicated to the outstanding 
performance of masterworks 
from the 20th and 21st cen-
turies, primarily the work of 
American composers. The En-
semble presents fresh work by 
living composers alongside the 
classics of the contemporary. 
ACME’s dedication to new mu-
sic extends across genres, and 
has earned them a reputation 
among both classical and rock 
crowds. For more information, 
visit acmemusic.org.

The Radio City Rockettes joined together  to rehearse for the 2017 Christmas Spectacular featur-
ing their classic number “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  The Spectacular starring the Rockettes 
will run from Nov., 10, 2017-Jan., 1, 2018. Tickets are on sale now at www.rockettes.com/christmas 
and the Radio City box office.  (D.T.)
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C L A S S I F I E D

PUBLIC AUCTION

BY VIRTUE OF AN EX-
ECUTION ISSUED OUT OF 
THE SUPREME COURT, 
BRONX COUNTY, in fa-
vor of SHAMBRO, LLC, AS 
ASSIGNEE OF CHRISTO-
PHER NAPOLEONIS, judg-
ment creditor, WHICH JUDG-
MENT WAS ASSIGNED ON 
FEBRUARY 12, 2016 and 
against HECTOR FELICIANO, 
judgment debtor, to me direct-
ed delivered, I WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION, by 
DENNIS ALESTRA DCA# 
0840217, auctioneer, as the law 
directs, FOR CASH ONLY, on 
the 12th day of December 2017 
at 12:00 in the afternoon, at: The 
New York City Sheriff’s Office 
at 3030 THIRD AVENUE, 
SUITE 240, in the county of 
BRONX all the right, title and 
interest which HECTOR FELI-
CIANO, the judgment debtor, 
had on the 30th day of November 
2011, or at anytime thereafter, 
of, in and to the following prop-
erties: ALL that certain plot, 
piece or parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying 
and being in the 23rd Ward of the 
City of New York, bounded and 
described as follows: BEGIN-
NING at a point on the northerly 
side or line of One Hundred and 
forty-third Street as the line of 
said Street is now laid out, dis-
tant Easterly measured along the 
Northerly line of said Street Five 
hundred and seventy five feet 
seven and three quarter inches 
from the Northeasterly corner 
of Willis Avenue and One hun-
dred and forty-third Street as the 
same is now laid now and partly 
through the centre of a party wall, 
ninety-two feet and two inches; 
THENCE running easterly and 
parallel with the northerly side 
or line of One Hundred and 
forty-third Street at the same 
is laid down on a map entitled 
“Map of Section C of North New 
York etc.” filed in Westchester 
County Register’s Office April 
1st 1867, Sixteen Feet, eight and 
three quarter inches; THENCE 
running southerly and at right 
angles to the northerly side or line 
of 143rd as the same is now laid 
out and partly though the centre 
of a party wall, Ninety-one feet 
three inches to the said northerly 
side or line of 143rd as the same 
is laid out now, sixteen feet, eight 
inches to the point or place of 
BEGINNING. Being the same 
premises heretofore devised to 
the parties of the first part in and 
by the last Will and Testament 
of Elizabeth Clark, late of the 

NY Black Media
2” x 2”

From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction awarded 
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673 
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned 
businesses.  We build libraries, firehouses, sewer 
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure 
projects.  We work with general contractors, 
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and 
others in the construction industry. Become our 
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting 
opportunities visit DDC 
online at nyc.gov/ddc

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MWBE OPPORTUNITIES

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600 Third Avenue,  

2nd Floor, New York, NY
10016 $35.00 per year

212-213-8585  
www.newyorkbeacon.net

Borough and County of Bronx, 
City of New York, and being 
known by the Street Number 463 
East 143rd Street, Bronx, New 
York. PREMISES KNOWN AS: 
Block: 2288 Lot: 70

SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF 

THE STATE OF NEW YORK—
COUNTY OF NEW YORK-In-
dex No. 307423/2017—Date 
Purchased: 07/25/2017—SUM-
MONS WITH NOTICE-Plain-
tiff designates New York County 
as the place of trial—Basis of 
Venue: CPLR Sec 509- Jessica 
K. Fritz Pinto Arcos, Plaintiff, 
-against – Gino E. Pinto Arcos, 
Defendant – ACTION FOR DI-
VORCE- To the above-named 
Defendant YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to serve a notice 
of appearance on Plaintiff’s at-
torneys within thirty (30) days 
after the service of this sum-
mons is complete and in case of 

your failure to appear, judgment 
will be taken against you by de-
fault for the relief demanded in 
the notice set forth below. Dated: 
July 25, 2017 New York, New 
York Law Offices of Grinberg 
and Segal, PLLC, Plaintiff’s 
Attorney 11 Hanover Square, 
10 Floor New York, NY 10005 
(212)202-0342. NOTICE: The 
nature of this action is to dis-
solve the marriage between the 
parties on the grounds of (i) 
irretrievable breakdown of the 
relationship between Plaintiff 
and Defendant for period of at 
least six months pursuant to 
DRL Section 170(7). The relief 
sought is a judgment of absolute 
divorce in favor of the plaintiff 
dissolving the marriage be-
tween the parties in this action. 
NOTICE OF AUTOMATIC 
ORDERS. Pursuant to domestic 
relations law section 236 part b, 
sec. 2, the parties are bound by 
certain automatic orders which 
shall remain in full force and 

effect during the pendency of 
the action. For further details 
you should contact the clerk of 
the matrimonial part, Supreme 
Court, 60 Centre Street, New 
York, NY 10007 Tel (646) 
383-3010. DRL 255(1) Notice. 
Please be advised that once the 
judgment of divorce is signed 
in this action, both parties must 
be aware that he or she will no 
longer be covered by the other 
party’s health insurance plan 
and that each party’s health 
insurance coverage, and may be 

entitled to purchase health insur-
ance on his or her own through 
a COBRA option, if available. 
NOTICE OF GUIDELINE 
MAINTENANCE. Pursuant 
to DRL 236(B)5-a, there is an 
obligation to award the guide-
line amount of maintenance 
(spousal support) on income up 
to $175,000.00 to be paid by 
the higher income spouse to the 
lower income spouse after the 
divorce is final according to a 
formula, unless the parties agree 
otherwise or waive this right.

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254

Make-A-Wish®

Metro New York

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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24 BEACONSPORTS Andrew 
Rosario, 
Sports  
Editor

Did Yanks go back to Houston?
By Joshua Garcia 

One thing becoming abun-
dantly clear with the 
young New York Yan-

kees is their continuous high 
level of resilience. Monday 
night for the first time in the 
2017 postseason the Bronx 
Bombers won a non elimination 
playoff game.

You heard it right, the Yan-
kees came into game 3 vs Hous-
ton with a record of 0-4 in non 
decisive playoff games and 4-0 
in elimination games. A fran-
chise known for its comebacks 
and dramatics, New York seems 
to play best when behind.

Being down 3-0 to Minneso-
ta in the wildcard game, down 
0-2 in the ALDS to Cleveland, 
and now one win away from 
tying the ALCS, these Baby 
Bombers don't quit. If New York 
can repeat their one week old 
recent history of winning three 
straight games against a 100+ 
win team, they will have the As-
tros right where they want them.

Following yet another post-
season gem (arguably his best 
considering Houston's lineup) 
CC Sabathia is in line to again 
pitch the deciding game should 
the opportunity present itself. 
Yankee fans should feel great 
having the ball in Sabathia's 
hands who just showed in 
Cleveland he still has what it 
takes to take the Yankees where 
they want to go. CC followed 
that performance Monday night 
being very sharp. For the 10th 
time after a team loss, Sabathia 
would not let the team down 
leading the Yanks to the 8-1 
victory over Houston pitching 
6 shutout innings.

When you step back and 
look at the series you quickly 
notice the Astros have scored 
only five runs in three games. 
Accounting for two of those 
runs are a controversial fan in-
terference non-call and a play at 
the plate Catcher Gary Sanchez 
admits he should have had for 
the out.

Yankee pitching has for the 

most part handled every Astro 
over 5 foot 6 inches or taller. 
Jose Altuve very well may be 
the MVP, but this series may 
come down to which MVP 
(Aaron Judge will be his com-
petition) candidate can play 
better in each other's park.

So far neither Altuve has had 
luck in Yankee Stadium and Aar-
on Judge continues to look like 
"Serrano" from the movie "Major 
League" striking out on anything 
but fastballs in Houston. Both of 
these men although extremely 
different physically, are not only 
most valuable to the American 
League but more so to their own 
teams. Especially in October.

Game 4 took place Tuesday 
afternoon with the Yankees 
looking for more production 
like the Todd Frazier and Judge 
as they each hit a 3 run homer 
putting New York on top 8-0 
in game 3. Being back in the 
Bronx may have awoken the 
bats. New York looked to give 
newcomer Sonny Gray support 
something he hasn't received 
since getting acquired. Wednes-
day, both teams saw game 1 
starters Masahiro Tanaka and 
Dallas Keuchel battle it out. 
Tanaka has been amazing in the 
playoffs and is the Yankees best 
pitcher at home this year. 

There are 2 scenarios that 
could happen when you're read-
ing this article: Houston won 
games 3 and 4 and are headed 
to their first World Series in 
franchise history or the Bronx 
Bombers are on their way back 
to Houston looking to win their 
28th World Series. The organi-
zation and their fans are hoping 
for the latter.

Mistakes and shaky call Cost Jets
By Andrew Rosario

There were certainties coming 
into the 2017 NFL season. Colin 
Kaepernick would not have a job. 

The Patriots, Raiders, Chiefs would 
be at the top of the AFC. The Giants 
would not lose their first 5 games to 
start the season. The Jets would not be 
playing for first place after their first 5 
games. But that is exactly what hap-
pened when Gang Green took on the 
Patriots at MetLife Stadium Sunday. 

New England won the coin toss 
and deferred to the Jets and QB Josh 
McCown promptly marched them 
down the field to give them a quick 
7-0 lead. The veteran QB connected 
on a 23 yard pass play to wide receiver 
Robby Anderson and then scrambles 
himself for 16 yards. After another 12 
yard completion, McCown scrambles 
to avoid a sack and finds wide re-
ceiver Jeremy Kerley 30 yards (great 
catch) to the New England 1 yard line. 
After the Pats stopped 2 running plays, 
Mc Cown then finds tight end Austin 
Sefarian-Jenkins in the back of the end 
zone for the 1 yard touchdown. 

Now it was the time for the de-
fense to see if they could stop Tom 
Brady and company. They stepped up 
only giving up 2 Brady completions 
before New England punted. The Jets 
next drive took them into the second 
quarter as McCown moved them me-
thodically down the field. It resulted 
in a 78 yard, 7 play touchdown drive. 
This time McCown lofts a pass over 
the outstretched hands of cornerback 
Malcolm Jenkins into the hands of 
Kerley who then runs 31 yards for 
a 14-10 lead. Said McCown of the 
play, "he made a heck of a route and 
made a good catch. The guys up front 
gave me tine."     

As well as the Jets defense began, it 
was only a matter of time before Brady 
and New England would put points 
on the ball. After both teams went 3 
and out in their next possessions, the 
Patriots got the ball back with with 
9:43 left before the half. 9 plays and 93 
yards later, running back Dion Lewis 
runs in from 4 yards out getting the Pats 
within 7 (14-7). On the drive, Brady 
completes 3 passes for 45 yards. From 
their own 25 and from the shotgun, 
Brady looks downfield for tight end 
Rob Gronkowski. The pass is incom-

plete but Jets safety Jamal Adams is 
called for pass interference.  

The once promising start by the 
Jets offense suddenly could not get 
back on track. They got the ball 2 more 
times and after the defense intercepted 
Brady they could not take advantage of 
the turnover. Making matters worse, 
after their sure footed field goal kicker 
Stephen Gostkowski missed a 47 yard 
field goal, McCown made a mistake 
that the Pats took immediate advan-
tage of. 

From the shotgun formation, Mc-
Cown looks for wide receiver Robbie 
Anderson but is intercepted by corner-
back Malcolm Butler. It left Brady with 
enough time to tie the game. Staring 
from his own 37 completes 4 of 6 passes 
for 63 yards. The big play a 42 yarder to 
Brandon Cooks. Clearly the momentum 
had shifted. 

With New England getting the ball 
to start the third quarter, the Jets de-
fense needed to put the same amount 
of pressure on Brady as they did in the 
first half. They didn't. Brady calmly 
marches them down 75 yards in 8 
plays finishing the scoring drive with a 
33 yard touchdown strike to Gronk. If 
you closed your eyes, you would have 
sworn it was a Patriots home game by 
the applause and cheering from the 
sold out crowd after every score.

"We didn't make as many plays as 
we started the game with," said Jets 
head coach Todd Bowles. The struggle 
continued on their very first possession 
of the second half. Starting from their 
own 14, the first half offensive spark 
returned as McCown move them all 
the way to the New England 34. They 
need 1 yard to keep the drive going. 
Running back Matt Forte gets stopped 
on 3rd down and they decided to forgo 
a field goal to keep the chains moving. 
McCown lofts a short pass to tight end 
Eric Tomlinson and Patriots cornerback 

Devon McCourty steps in front for the 
interception. Another untimely mistake. 
Another wasted opportunity to put 
points on the board and close the gap.

The defense held their ground 
and at the start of the final quarter 
hoped they could close the gap 
against the defending Super Bowl 
champions. New England attempted 
to put the game away getting to the 
Jets 9 yard line but had to settle for 
a field goal increasing the lead to 10 
(24-14). Then came a play that had 
the Jets and their fans shaking their 
heads.

McCown connects with Sefe-
rian-Jackson who stretches for the 
pylon while getting hit by 2 Patriots. 
The ref rules it a touchdown but in 
review, not only was the call changed 
but it was ruled a touchback with the 
ball going to New England. Jackson 
was incredulous at the call. After, 
Bowles was given this explanation by 
the refs. "They said he did not have 
control of it. Going out of bounds, 
he hit the pylon going out of bounds. 
It's a touchback going the other way. 
From my angle on the replay I didn't 
see the fumble."

The Jets would only be able to put 
3 more points on the board courtesy 
of a Chandler Catanzaro 25 yard 
field goal as they saw their 3 game 
winning streak come to an end in the 
24-17 loss.

Despite the loss, the mood was 
not as somber as it has been in the 
past. Collectively they knew they had 
opportunities and also knew they let it 
get away. Said McCown, "everybody's 
frustrated," he began. "You take a team 
to the wire like that, on any Sunday, you 
feel like you have an opportunity to 
win and you don't. It's very frustrating. 
Guys are still optimistic. We got a great 
opportunity to go down to Miami next 
weekend and get back on track." 

Who will score for the Knicks? 
By Derrel Jazz Johnson 

Then the New York Knicks 
traded Carmelo Anthony 
for Enes Kanter, Doug 

McDermott and a 2018 second 
round draft pick, they not only 
traded their most popular and 
best player, but also one of the 
league’s premier scorers. With 
Anthony gone, how can the 
Knicks score? 

As a second-year player in 
the NBA, Kristaps Porzingis 
averaged 18.1 points a game 
a season ago. The budding 
Latvian superstar is going to 
have to increase his scoring by 
at least five points a game to be 

a legitimate #1 scoring option.  
Will Porzingis get the Knicks 

a basket in the post or from the 
perimeter when the game is on 
the line? The Knicks believe he 
can, but the 2017-2018 NBA 
season will show whether he 
can or not. 

In Tim Hardaway Jr, the 
Knicks may have their legit-

imate second scoring option. 
Though he averaged 14.5 points 
a game with the Atlanta Hawks 
a season ago, Hardaway will 
have more freedom to shoot 
the ball in New York.  While 
I do not see Hardaway making 
the jump to averaging over 20 
points a game, over 18 isn’t far-
fetched. Look for Hardaway to 
lead the Knicks in scoring in 
many games this season. 

Additional scoring could be 
their ultimate downfall. Of all 
of the other players on the 
roster, perhaps Enes Kanter is 
best qualified to be the third 
scor ing option. The best 
stretch of Kanter’s career took 

place when he was traded 
from the Utah Jazz to the 
Oklahoma City Thunder in 
2015. In the 26 games after 
the trade, Kanter averaged 18.7 
points and 11 rebounds. Per-
haps a similar Kanter shows up 
for the Knicks, especially on the 
offensive and defensive boards. 

Michael Beasley, Doug Mc-
Dermott and Willy Hernango-
mez are players who, on any 
given night, could provide the 
Knicks with some offensive 
punch. Unfortunately, the same 
three are more than likely to 
provide single-digit efforts at 
the wrong times. 

The Carmelo Anthony Era 

of the New York Knicks didn’t 
lead to, or come anywhere close 
to an NBA championship. 

Hopefully the team plays 
ha rd  and  smar t  baske t-
ball and the young core of 
Porzingis, Hardway Jr, and 
Frank Ntilikina can make 
strides together this season and 
form the start of a foundation 
of what will lead to building 
a championship team in the 
near future.  
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