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 As players kneel, sit, stand or raise fists, the audience cheers 
and boos but the movement started by Kaepernick appears to 

be at a cross roads

TRUMP STILL 
LOOKING FOR A WIN,

Page 3

TARGETS ESPN’S JEMELE HILL  
WITH MISLEADING TWEETS

Photo Scott Roth, AP
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NAACP calls for public support of Dream Act
BALTIMORE (October 

9, 2017) – The National 
Association for the Ad-

vancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), America’s oldest 
social justice organization, re-
leased the following statement 
in response to the immigration 
principles proposed by the 
Trump Administration yester-
day.

“Despite his insistence on 
preserving the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals pro-

gram, the immigration reforms 
proposed by President Trump 
last night prove once again 
that we cannot trust his hollow 
assertions. From demanding a 
border wall to illegally ending 
federal funding for Sanctuary 
Cities to increasing deporta-
tions of undocumented young 
people, these principles clearly 
show that the Trump Admin-
istration has no intention of 
creating pathways to citizenship 
for immigrants in America. 

Instead, the President’s sole 
focus is to further marginalize 
communities of color and de-
monize immigrants, all just to 
appeal to his right-wing base,” 
said Derrick Johnson, interim 
president and CEO of the 
NAACP.

“In the face of this cruelty, 
the NAACP – as always – is 
refusing to agonize, and in-
stead, continues to organize. 
We have filed a lawsuit against 
the Trump Administration 

in defense of DREAMERS 
and on behalf of thousands of 
hard-working individuals neg-
atively impacted by the ending 
of DACA, many of whom are 
members of the NAACP with 
roots in the Caribbean and in 
the nations of Africa.”

The NAACP is encouraging 
all of its members to call their 
Senators and Representatives 
in Washington and urge them 
to pass the NAACP-support-
ed DREAM Act. Members 

can reach their Senators'/Con-
gressman’s offices by calling 
the Switchboard at (202) 224-
3121.and urge them to pass the 
NAACP-supported DREA

The NAACP is encouraging 
all of its members to call their 
Senators and Representatives 
in Washington and urge them 
to pass the NAACP-supported 
DREAM Act. Members can 
reach their Senators'/Congress-
man’s offices by calling the 
Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.

NRA pushes for Concealed 
Weapon Reciprocity
This would allow anyone 

to carry concealed weap-
ons, on mass transit, in 

Times Square, etc.
U.S. Senator Charles E. 

Schumer today warned that, 
despite the tragic Las Vegas 
shooting,  Congress could very 
soon move forward with a vote 
on a dangerous bill that would 
override New York’s tough con-
ceal and carry reciprocity restric-
tions. The legislation would force 
communities across the nation 
to permit individuals from other 
states to carry hidden and loaded 
handguns in public. The proposal 
is particularly dangerous to New 
York, which applies some of 
the most thorough background 
screenings on concealed carry 
permit applicants in the country. 
Schumer said that many states 
have weaker conceal and carry 
reciprocity laws which means 
New York would be swamped 
with armed individuals from out 
of state carrying hidden and load-
ed firearms that would risk the 
safety of residents, families and 
law enforcement officials.

“Just days after the deadliest 
mass shooting in modern Amer-
ican history, the NRA is engaging 
their allies in Congress to push 
through a dangerous national 
concealed carry reciprocity law, 
which begs the question: how low 
can you go?” said U.S. Senator 
Charles Schumer. “If this law 
were to pass, someone with a 
gun permit from a state with low 
standards could legally carry a 
firearm in New York, even if their 
background would prevent them 
from legally obtaining a permit 
here. Some states already have 
concealed carry reciprocity and it 
has had deadly consequences. We 
must stop this madness and Con-
gress must stand up to the bosses 
of the NRA and say ‘enough is 
enough’.”

  If this dangerous bill passes, 
it would allow virtually any per-
son in the entire country to pur-
chase a handgun and then carry 
that handgun anywhere in New 
York City, including the subway, 
Times Square or Penn Station. For 
example, states like North Caro-
lina, Florida, Indiana, Tennessee, 
Michigan and Georgia, to name 
just a handful, have gun permit 
standards that are not as safe as 
New York and geographies that 
are much more rural than urban. 

In some of these states, concealed 
carry permits have been legally 
issued to convicted felons. And 
under the law being pushed by the 
NRA right now, those individuals 
would be allowed to legally carry 
a weapon here in New York.

  Schumer also explained that 
the NRA recently called on the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives to review 
whether bump stocks, like the 
ones used in the horrific Vegas 
tragedy, comply with federal law. 
However, in the same breath, 
Schumer said that the NRA went 
on to  urge “…Congress to pass 
National Right-to-Carry reciproc-
ity, which will allow law-abiding 
Americans to defend themselves 
and their families from acts of vi-
olence.” Schumer today sounded 
the alarm on this dangerous law 
and the NRA’s quiet attempt to 
get it passed, which would put the 
safety of New York residents and 
law enforcement officials at risk.

  T he Concealed Carry Rec-
iprocity Act of 2017, introduced 
by Rep. Richard Hudson, would 
allow concealed-carry permit 
holders to take their weapons to 
other states, even those that have 
dramatically stronger standards 
like New York.  According to 
reports, the bill could be voted 
on by the Judiciary Committee 
this month followed by a vote on 
the floor. Schumer said that the 
NRA’s most recent statement, 
especially in the wake of the 
horrific Las Vegas mass shooting, 
suggests that the organization 
will stop at nothing to pass this 
dangerous law.

  According to Everytown for 
Gun Safety, three in four Ameri-
cans live in a state that refuses to 
recognize all or some out-of-state 
carry permits. Right now, New 
York State does not recognize 
any out-of-state concealed carry 
permits. New York requires high-
er standards for concealed carry 
privileges than are covered by fed-
eral law or the laws of many other 
states. This legislation would 
override these states’ laws and 
allow concealed gun carrying, in 
places like New York, by people 
from other states.

  Some states have voluntarily 
entered into reciprocity agree-
ments with other states and many 
states may have weak standards 
for granting permits to carry a 
concealed, loaded gun in public. 

According to Everytown, only 31 
states require gun safety training 
to carry concealed guns in public 
and only 21 of those states require 
live-fire training experience. 
Moreover, only 27 states prohibit 
people convicted of misdemeanor 
crimes of violence from carrying 
concealed guns in public and 28 
states will not allow convicted 
stalkers to carry concealed guns. 
Currently, 12 states have no 
permitting or background check 
requirement. Schumer also said 
that it’s possible that criminals 
may exploit agreements with 
states with weaker standards.

  Many law enforcement orga-
nizations have decried this plan 
by the NRA, including, the In-
ternational Association of Chiefs 
of Police; the Police Foundation; 
the International Association 
of Campus Law Enforcement 
Administrators; and the Major 
Cities Chiefs Association, which 
counts the Chiefs of Police and 
Sheriffs of the sixty-six largest 
law enforcement agencies in the 
United States amongst its mem-
bers. These groups rightfully 
note how difficult it is for law 
enforcement to verify the validity 
of an out-of-state permit, and that 
the failure to do so in a dangerous 
situation puts police officers and 
the public in jeopardy.

  Schumer today explained that 
this legislation would create seri-
ous problems for law enforcement 
officers across New York and in 
New York City, especially when it 
comes to verifying permits grant-
ed by other states, because there 
is no national database. It would 
make it much more difficult to 
distinguish a legal handgun from 
an illegal handgun, putting law 
enforcement at danger especially 
at traffic stops. Schumer, today, 
said that amidst the national 
tragedy of Las Vegas it is simply 
callous and desperate for the 
NRA to be pushing Concealed 
Carry Reciprocity.  

Puerto Ricans 
may lose Medicaid 
coverage
Puerto Rico needs addi-

tional federal funding to 
avoid a looming Medicaid 

funding crisis, according to The 
Hill.

Without additional federal 
funding, nearly 1M people 
would likely lose their health-
care coverage, according to the 
report.

Puerto Rico had Medicaid 
funding issues prior to Hur-
ricane Maria. But the storm 
worsened the situation, with 
experts now estimating federal 
funding will dry up within 
months without action from 
Congress, reports The Hill.

"Unless there's an assurance 
of stable and sufficient funding 
… [Puerto Rico's Medicaid 
program] is headed toward a 
collapse," Edwin Park, vice 
president for health policy 
at the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities, told the pub-
lication.

Puerto Rico's Medicaid 
funding problems come amid 
a federal spending formula that 
allocates different amounts to 
states and territories. States, on 
average, typically have 57 per-

cent of Medicaid costs covered 
by the federal government, ac-
cording to the report. However, 
the report notes, that amount is 
only about 15 to 20 percent for 
territories. In exchange, resi-
dents in territories don't owe 
federal income tax.

Puerto Rico received a $6.4 
billion Medicaid grant from the 
government allocated for fiscal 
years 2011-2019. And earlier 
this year, U.S. lawmakers ap-
propriated an additional $300 
million for the island, according 
to the report. But The Hill notes 
Puerto Rico, which currently 
has a total of $74 billion of 
debt, was already running out of 
those funds, and Hurricane Ma-
ria only made matters worse.

House Energy and Com-
merce Committee Republicans 
have proposed $1 billion over 
the next two years in additional 
Medicaid funding for Puerto 
Rico, according to the report. 
The additional funding would 
be included in the bill to fund 
the Children's Health Insurance 
Program. However, it is uncer-
tain whether the larger bill will 
pass.
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FBI: Black Identity 
Extremists is a new threat 
to law enforcement
Baltimore, MD- Accord-

ing to a journalistic in-
vestigation by the news 

outlet Foreign Policy (FP) 
the FBI's counter-terroism 
division has identified a new 
threat-black identity extremists 
(BIE). The FBI's assessment 
is that BIE's "perception of 
police brutality against Afri-
can Americans have spurred 
retaliatory lethal violence 
against law enforcement". In 
response to this report the 
interim NAACP president and 
CEO Derrick Johnson has re-
leased the following statement:

"In a time when white su-
premacists are marching down 
city streets with loaded weap-
ons and tiki torches- organizing 
rallies of terror around the 
country–it comes as a great 
shock that the FBI would de-
cide to target black identity 
groups protesting police brutal-

ity and their right to exist free 
of harm as a threat.

"Sadly, this report comes as 
no surprise from an organiza-
tion that has a history of target-
ing black civil rights groups and 
leaders, including wiretapping 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
others fighting for civil rights 
in the 1960s.” Calling it déjà 
vu, Johnson continued,

"We do have a real threat in 
the United States and it's the 
rise of right-wing extremists, 
white nationalists and white 
supremacists, who have been 
emboldened by this administra-
tion. In light of this report, the 
NAACP is resolved to double 
down on our efforts to advance 
the rights of black Americans 
and people of color across this 
country. We remain steadfast 
and immovable in our fight for 
justice and equality–and we are 
not afraid."

NAACP  President Derrick Johnson

Continued on page 4

Trump attacks ESPN’s Jemele Hill
Donald Trump slammed 

ESPN and the network's 
benched anchor Jemele 

Hill after the controversy over 
NFL national anthem protests .

“With Jemele Hill at the 
mike, it is no wonder ESPN 
ratings have 'tanked,' in fact, 
tanked so badly it is the talk of 
the industry!” Trump tweeted 
Tuesday morning.

In a tweet, co- host of 
SportsCenter programme, 
“SC6,” Hill called the presi-
dent a “white supremacist” on 
Twitter last month, and most 
recently called for a boycott of 
Dallas Cowboys advertisers. 

ESPN subsequently sus-
pended her for two weeks. 

Hill responded to new rules 
made by Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones, who said any player 
who disrespects the flag will 
not play.

“I know this, we cannot…
in the NFL in any way give the 
implication that we tolerate 
disrespecting the flag,” Jones 
said. “We know that there is a 
serious debate in this country 
about those issues, but there 
is no question in my mind that 
the National Football League 
and the Dallas Cowboys are 
going to stand up for the flag. 
So we’re clear.”

Ms Hill, tweeted: "Jerry 

Jones also has created a prob-
lem for his players, specifically 
the black ones. If they don't 
kneel, some will see them as 
sellouts."

She added: "If you feel 
strongly about JJ's statement, 
boycott his advertisers."

This play always work. 
Change happens when adver-
tisers are impacted. If you feel 
strongly about JJ's statement, 
boycott his advertisers

— Jemele Hill (@jemele-

hill) October 9, 2017
Ms Hill later posted: "Just so 

we're clear: I'm not advocating 
a NFL boycott. But an unfair 
burden has been put on players 
in Dallas & Miami w/ anthem 
directives."

ESPN said in a statement 
about Ms Hill on Monday: "She 
previously acknowledged letting 
her colleagues and company 
down with an impulsive tweet.

Fox and Friends guest 
denounces protesting players
Treachery of “Grateful Negroes” 

By A. Peter Bailey 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

While flipping through 
my television, I heard 
a host on the comedy 

show, Fox and Friends, de-
nouncing an NFL player who 
sat down during the playing 
of the National Anthem. Their 
guest on that subject was Bur-
gess Owen, a former player with 
the Oakland Raiders. Owens, 
looking every inch like a Black 
wannabe, proceeded to vigor-
ously attack the protesting play-
er and any other Black person 
who is insufficiently grateful for 
the “opportunities” that have 
been provided us by Whites 
in general and the country in 
particular.

There are few people I find 
more despicable than those Ne-
groes who talk about the United 
States having given us anything, 
including opportunities. Every 
single gain we have made in 
this country resulted from some 
Black folks being murdered to 
make it happen. Those warriors 
include Nat Turner, Gabriel 
Prosser and Denmark Vesey, 
who were murdered for leading 
uprisings against enslavement 
by white supremacists/racists; 
James Chaney, Samuel Younge, 
Jr., Vernon Dahmer, the Rev. 
George Lee, Addie Mae Col-
lins, Denise McNair, Carole 
Robertson, Cynthia Wesley, 
Virgil Lamar Ware, Medgar 
Evers and Martin Luther King 
Jr., all of whom were  murdered 
by white supremacist/racist 

opponents of equal rights, equal 
justice and equal opportunity; 
and Brother Malcolm, who was 
murdered by Black collabora-
tors with racists Whites.

Also murdered by the same 
forces were Whites such as 
John Brown, Andrew Good-
man, Michael Schwerner, Viola 
Liuzzo, the Rev. James Reeb 
and Paul Guihard. Most of their 
murderers were never punished 
by the states or the country. 
Thus, the states and the country 
deserve no gratitude from us.

Thousands of other warriors 
such as Fannie Lou Hamer and 
the children who marched in 
Birmingham were brutalized 
by white supremacists/racists.

Owens and too many oth-
ers who think like him bring 

to mind quotes from George 
Schuyler and Carter G. Wood-
son. Schuyler, a journalist noted 
in his book, Black and Con-
servation, that “a Black person 
learns very early that his color 
is a disadvantage in a world 
of white folks. This being an 
unalterable circumstance, one 
also learns very early to make 
the best of it. So the lifetime en-
deavor of the intelligent Negro 
is how to be reasonably happy 
though colored.”

Dr. Woodson, the founder 
of what is now known as Black 
History Month, also had people 
like Owens in mind when he 
wrote in his book, The Mise-
ducation of the Negro, that “In 
like manner, the teaching of 
history in the Negro area had its 
political significance. Starting 
out after the Civil War, the op-
ponents of freedom and social 
justice decided to work out a 
program which would enslave 
the Negroes’ mind…If you can 
control a man’s thinking you 
do not have to worry about his 
actions. When you determine 
what a man shall think, you do 
not have to concern yourself 
about what he will do…”

The program to enslave the 
minds of Black folks, as cited 
by Dr. Woodson, has been very 
successful with people like Ow-
ens. And he and others with his 
beliefs are perfect examples of 
those Negroes who are grateful 
to Whites and the country for 
making it possible for them to 
be “reasonably happy, though 
colored.”

Trump calls for the 
NFL to be stripped of 
tax advantages.
In a tweet he complained the 

league had received "mas-
sive" tax breaks, while some 

of its players had been "disre-
specting" the national anthem.

The teams pay tax, but have 
often received public support to 
build stadiums.

The NFL league office, 
which oversees rules, referees 
and the college draft, gave up 
its tax-exempt status in 2015.

Trump criticized players 
sharply for the protests and 

pressed the NFL to ban them.
This week end, Vice-Pres-

ident Mike Pence walked out 
of an NFL game after several 
players refused to stand.

Pence said he could not be 
present at an event that "disre-
spects our soldiers, our flag" 
after abandoning the game in 
his home state of Indiana.

President Donald Trump 
tweeted that he had asked Pence 
to leave if players kneeled and 
said he was "proud of him".

Ravins Kneeling 

Detroit Lions kneeling

A Peter Bailey
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From page 3

Concealed weapons 
reciprocity gaining 
momentum
Legislation to change the 

concealed carry laws in 
the U.S. has gained mo-

mentum with the addition of a 
212th co-sponsor in the House 
of Representatives.

The legislation–H.R. 38–
was presented by Rep. Richard 
Hudson (R-NC) on January 3, 
2017.  to make the concealed 
carry permit of any one state 
valid in the other 49–just like 
a driver’s license. It proposes 
that states be forced to recog-
nize concealed-carry firearms 
permits issued by other states 
— even if local/state laws 
generally prohibit issuing such 
permits to their own residents.

In June 199 House members 
had signed on as co-sponsors of 
H.R. 38. That number is now 
212, with the latest co-sponsor 

being House Judiciary Chair-
man Rob Goodlatt (R-VA). In 
light of Goodlatte’s support, the 
NRA sees an opportunity to get 
national reciprocity enacted.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, more than 90 people a 
day —  one every 16 minutes — 
have their lives taken by a gun,  
including suicides. Firearms are 
now the third leading manner 
of death of children and men 
ages 19-34 in our nation. These 
statistics are alarming, but they 
do not include the 130,000 
permanent wounds each year 
created by shootings that only 
maim, but do not kill. 

If you believe this bill would 
make your life unsafe and you 
are against it, contact your rep-
resentative immediately.

NGO detained for 
groping 23-yr-old 
woman in New York bar
GENEVA, October 10, 

2017 -  A U.N. official 
was detained by police 

and handcuffed after he groped 
a woman in a Manhattan bar 
early Sunday.

Sudanese diplomat Hassan 
Salih, who in May was elect-
ed vice-chair of the U.N. 
committee that oversees the 
work of 4,500 human rights 
NGOs, grabbed the 23-year-old 
victim’s buttocks and breast 
while dancing at Third Ave-
nue’s Bar None around 2:25 
a.m., reported the New York 
Post.

While police were inter-
viewing the U.N. vice-chair and 
his victim, he tried to escape, 
so police handcuffed Salih and 
put him in a police cruiser, 

sources said. But Salih invoked 
diplomatic immunity, and was 
allowed to go free after police 
confirmed he worked at the 
United Nations.

U.N. chief António Gu-
ter res should remove and 
suspend the Vice Chair, "If 
a  man accused of sexual 
assault should be allowed to 
continue overseeing hundreds 
of human rights groups that 
defend the rights of wom-
en, this will cast a shadow 
upon the reputation of the 
U.N. as a whole," said Hillel 
Neuer, executive director of 
UN Watch, a Geneva-based 
non-governmental human 
rights organization.

"It's the fox guarding the 
chickens," said Neuer.

We Americans must face 
our addiction to guns

By Jesse Jackson 
TriceEdneyWire.com)

Fifty-eight dead and count-
ing; 500 sent to hospi-
tals. The deadliest mass 

shooting in modern American 
history took place Sunday in 
Las Vegas, as a lone gunman 
firing from a window on the 
32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay 
Hotel savaged a crowd gathered 
to watch a country music show. 
It was, as one observer noted, 
like shooting fish in a barrel. 
The automatic rifle fire lasted 
for minutes. The shooter didn’t 
really have to aim; he only had 
to pull the trigger.

We watch scenes of the mas-
sacre on our TVs. The crowd 
panics and begins to run. The 
police run toward the shooter, 
even though their guns cannot 
reach him and their vests cannot 
protect them from his military 
ammunition. Their valor no 
doubt saves lives.

This is an act of domestic 
terrorism. The killer apparently 
acted alone. He had been in the 
hotel for four days; authorities 
report he had about 10 guns 
with him. We will learn more 
about him, his idiosyncrasies 
and motivations, as authori-
ties probe for what led him to 
commit this heinous act. The 
shooter was a white male. His 
relatives express shock that he 
could do this.

If he had been an Afri-
can-American, there would be 
a rush to connect this to the 
demonstrations for equality. If 
he had been an immigrant, it 
would have stoked our fears of 
the stranger. If it were a foreign 
terrorist, it would be an act of 
war. (The Islamic State didn’t 
hesitate to claim “credit” for 
the act, although authorities say 
there is no evidence at this point 
to support that claim.) Instead, 
the search will focus on what 
created the madness inherent 

in this act of mass murder and 
suicide.

In the Bible, Jesus asks, 
“Why do you see the speck that 
is in your brother’s eye but fail 
to notice the beam in your own 
eye?” (Matthew 7:3). Even as 
the authorities investigate the 
mental health of the killer, we 
need to question our own collec-
tive insanity. Why are military 
assault weapons not banned in 
the United States as they once 
were? Why do we accept such 
easy access to guns? Nevada 
has no gun control laws; it is an 
open-carry state. Rifles are part 
of the West’s rural culture. Las 
Vegas, the sin city of casinos 
and alcohol, might want to put 
limits on guns, perhaps requir-
ing them to be checked as they 
once were in the towns of the 
old West. The state legislature, 
however, has prohibited any 
municipality from passing its 
own gun control laws.

No foreign power is as much 
a threat to us as we are to one 
another. There is no sanctuary. 
No place is safe. A Bible study 
class in Charleston, S.C. A 
movie theater in Aurora, Colo. 
A nightclub in Orlando, Fla. 
College campuses across the 
country.

Twenty children were shot 
dead at Sandy Hook Elemen-

tary in Newtown, Conn. Mem-
bers of Congress have been 
shot. President Reagan and 
his aides were shot. His press 
secretary, James Brady, formed 
a group to push sensible gun 
control laws. But our addiction 
to guns continues.

After Las Vegas, we should 
have a national day of prayer. 
We need a greater wisdom to 
break our addiction to guns. 
We make more guns, sell more 
guns and buy more guns than 
any other developed country. 
We also lose the most lives to 
gun violence.

We have learned to adjust 
to this addiction. We accept it. 
When terrorists attacked the 
twin towers on 9/11, we did not 
adjust. We resented the attack 
and we resisted.

Yet as the toll of domestic 
terror keeps rising, we simply 
pray for the victims, shrug our 
shoulders and move on. The 
Republican candidate for the 
Senate in Alabama flashes a gun 
before a campaign rally and gets 
a big laugh and loud applause.

If we chose to resist the ad-
diction, we could change. We 
could teach nonviolence and 
conflict resolution in schools. 
We could ban military-style as-
sault weapons. We could allow 
cities to pass far more restrictive 
gun control measures than rural 
areas. We could stop peddling 
a glorified culture of guns and 
violence in our movies and tele-
vision. We could make certain 
that mental health services were 
accessible and affordable. We 
could change the cultural mo-
rays to help define and enforce 
acceptable behavior.

Will this country remain 
addicted to guns? Will it remain 
impossible to end the easy 
access to guns? Nothing will 
change unless we collectively 
decide we are not going to 
adjust to this reality. It is time 
to resist.

Subscribe to the  
New York Beacon, 600
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New York,  NY 10016  
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 Hassan Idriss Ahmed Salih at the UN, April 2017.

Trump tweeted support for 
Jones overnight — but on 
Tuesday morning, the president 
questioned the NFL’s “massive 
tax breaks.” 

“Why is the NFL getting 
massive tax breaks while at 
the same time disrespecting 

our Anthem, Flag and Coun-
try? Change tax law!” Trump 
tweeted.

ESPN said in a statement 
about Ms Hill on Monday: 
"She previously acknowledged 
letting her colleagues and com-
pany down with an impulsive 
tweet.

"In the aftermath, all em-

ployees were reminded of how 
individual tweets may reflect

Trump tweeted Tuesday 
morning that ESPN ratings have 
"tanked" because of Hill.

While NFL viewership is 
down slightly, ESPN remains 
among the most popular cable 
networks, averaging 3 million 
viewers in prime time.

Trump attacks ESPN’s Jemele Hill
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6 Editorial
Drapetomania in the 21st Century

By Dwayne Moore

For over 300 years, people ra-
cialized as “Black” were held 
in captivity as slaves. Women 

and men were dismembered, raped 
and mentally, physically and spiri-
tually brutalized, ,

In an attempt to flee the hard-
ships they endured, many; at-
tempted to flee the horrors of their 
servitude, with the understanding 
that, notwithstanding the dangers, 
their lives still had value.

This blatant denial to recognize 
Black people as equal did not stop 
after slavery, but continues to deny 
people their basic human dignity 
and rights today, in the 21st century.

Dr. Samuel Cartwright, a Har-
vard-educated physician, conducted 
research and coined the phrase 
“Drapetomania” as a disease that 
was the cause of running away 
“The cause in the most of cases, 
that induces the Negro to run away 
from service, is as much a disease 
of the mind as any other species of 
mental alienation, and much more 
curable, as a general rule. With 
the advantages of proper medical 
advice, strictly followed, this trou-
blesome practice that many Negroes 
have of running away, can be almost 
entirely prevented, although the 
slaves are located on the borders of 
a free state, within a stone’s throw 
of the abolitionists.”

Dr. Cartwright effectively re-
moved the responsibility for the 
reaction of the slaves to the brutality 
faced by the slave owners, to the 
slaves themselves. Cartwright found 
that these problems were inherent 

traits of the Negro rather than an 
offspring of the situation the indi-
viduals were placed in.

He wrote “The northern physi-
cians and people have noticed the 
symptoms, but not the disease from 
which they spring. They ignorantly 
attribute the symptoms to the de-
basing influence of slavery on the 
mind without considering that those 
who have never been in slavery, or 
their fathers before them, are the 
most afflicted, and the latest from 
the slaveholding South the least. 
The disease is the natural offspring 
of Negro liberty—the liberty to be 
idle, to wallow in filth, and to in-
dulge in improper food and drinks.”

The hypothesis that the Negro 
was somehow inherently inferior by 
birth, has been studied and justified 
in many academic journals of the 
time. While many, if not all of these 
studies have been largely shown to 
be nothing more than a cruel myth, 
they speak to a much larger phe-
nomenon within the United States, 
white supremacy.

White supremacy is the idea that 
everything connected to whiteness 
is superior on the mere premise that 
it is white. Slave owners believed 
and invested in the ideology that the 
Negro was an inferior being and that 
their servitude was a godsend desti-
ny to prop their own insecurities of 
their humanity.

White supremacy is as Amer-
ican as baseball, apple pie, and 
Nascar. It is undeniably a deep root 
that stems to the creation of this 
metropolis that sits atop the world. 
Dr. Cartwright may, or may not 
have been cognizant of the reality 
that white supremacy was being 
used to justify the obstruction of 
Black bodies in this country, but 
his findings did nothing less than to 
fuel the rage and fury placed upon 
the Negro skin.

Instead of reflecting upon the 
circumstances created that would 
make

an individual flee, knowing the 
consequences would be nothing 
short of mercifulness, but still 
choosing to run to better themselves, 
Dr. Cartwright, as many others of 

his time, studied and found the 
issues rested upon the destitute. 
They proved inept with being able 
to understand the pain of people 
they view the “other,” never the less 
to see the humanity of their souls. 
This is the only way in which white 
supremacy can survive, by creating 
smoke screens in which the oppres-
sor has justified their oppression by 
pushing that narrative that they are 
legitimized in their heinous actions. 
While slavery, in the form of forced 
servitude, may have ceased, white 
supremacy, and it’s tricks of decep-
tion are alive, and as equally, if not 
more potent in the 21st century.

What we are learning, and how 
it is taught, is crucial to how we see 
the society in which we live

There is no coincidence of how 
the events of slavery were falsely 
articulated. There is an active need 
for the oppressor to reshape history 
to hide injustices and glorify its 
mere existence at any cost. It is 
impossible to learn from history and 
make the proper decisions to better 
the lives of those disenfranchised 
when the history learned is nothing 
short of deception.

To discuss slaves as immigrants, 
changing the perception of a time 
period of brutal forced servitude, to 
an immigrant who chose to migrate, 
it is not only disrespectful to the 
people who had the rights to their 
own body stripped for profit, but 
also dangerous to future generations 
and how they perceive the past.

History repeats itself, but only 
those who know the truth will be 
able to make the connection. White 
supremacy continues to be a potent 
underlying factor when evaluating 
the impact the prison industrial 
complex and police brutality has 
had on the Black community.

There are endless statistics that 
clearly indicate the difference in 
the imprisonment rates of Black 
and whites, or the common use of 
force to delete a Black body from 
the earth that does not occur nearly 
as frequently to whites. According 
to the article The Top 10 Most 
Startling Facts About People of 
Color and Criminal Justice in the 

United States, while only making 
up 13% of the population, African 
Americans make up 40% of the 
prison population, and about 70% 
of school-related arrest are students 
of Latino or Black backgrounds.

According to a Washington Post 
article which conducted a study 
on police brutality in 2015 found, 
Blacks are killed at a rate three 
times higher than whites, Black 
men who account for 6% of the 
population, accounted for 40% of 
the unarmed deaths and more data 
that displays a wider issue around 
policing in America.

After watching the bodies of 
Trayvon Martin, Sandra Bland, 
Michael Brown, and endless others 
disappear, protesters again had to 
take to the streets and plead their 
humanity.

During the rise of the Black 
Lives Matter Movement, which 
attempted to bring light to the 
injustices faced by many Black 
Americans, a potent rebuttal was 
created called “Blue Lives Matter” 
in a show of solidarity and support 
for officers regardless of how much 
blood they spilled or Black bodies 
they canceled.

Many supporters of Blue Lives 
Matter hold the belief that the vic-
tim’s co-signed their death by not 
being “compliant” or “respectful” 
Bill O’Reilly stated “If Trayvon 
Martin had been wearing a jacket 
like you are and a tie like you are, 
Mr. West, this evening, I don’t think 
George Zimmerman would have 
any problem. But he was wearing 
a hoodie and he looked a certain 
way. And that way is how “gangs-
tas” look.”

This is modern day Drapetoma-
nia. Just as Dr. Cartwright blamed 
the slaves mental condition and 
inherent inferiority on why slaves 
would flee justifying their captivity, 
O’Reilly effectively does the same 
by blaming Martin’s decision to 
wear a hoodie, likening his appear-
ance to “gangstas” diminishing the 
innocence of a teenage boy to a 
stereotype of Black men whose lives 
are seen as not valued enough to at 
least stand trial.

O’Reilly believes if Trayvon 
would have just carried the oppres-
sor’s apparel of a blazer and tie, 
then maybe his life would have been 
valued a little more, regardless of 
the fact that he was simply walking 
to a store to nourish his hunger.

O’Reilly and Dr. Cartwright are 
subconsciously saying, “If Black 
people were more white, then we 
could finally see the value in them.” 
White supremacy finds every reason 
to justify it’s heinous acts, simply 
because being white is superior, 
meaning whatever contortion, in 
any form on the Black body, is still 
superior in its connection to white-
ness, leaving no room for question-
ing or examining the damage done.

A slave owner can not con-
ceptualize why a slave would run 
away when whatever they provide 
is better than anything that can be 
provided on their own, regardless 
of the rape, whippings and brutal 
labor. Many white Americans can-
not grasp police brutality because it 
is a privilege to live in the country 
that the white man provided, so 
whatever callous treatment you may 
experience here, is a small price 
to pay to live among those with 
beautiful blonde hair, and crystal 
blue eyes.

We will never progress as the 
United States until we finally ad-
dress the white supremacy that is 
the thread used to stitch together 
this nation from East to West. We 
must not allow this system to make 
us question the humanity of Black 
skin, but the lack of humanity one 
must possess to convince them-
selves that their perpetual cycle 
of violence on each other and the 
Black body, was justified on the 
premise of being the superior race.

If the concept of the “Nigger” 
was created by those in need of 
one, then the creator must hold the 
responsibility of deconstructing it, 
as the “Nigger” that has evolved 
under your servitude, your rash, 
and your teachings, shall hold no 
responsibility for their actions once 
set free from your supervision as 
they are only following the script 
that you wrote.

Take a knee. Take a seat. Take a chill pill.
By Thomas L. Knapp

"Wouldn't you love to see 
one of these NFL owners," 
US president Donald Trump 
thundered from the stage of 
a September campaign rally, 
"when somebody disrespects 
our flag, to say, 'Get that son of 
a bitch off the field right now, 
out. He's fired. He's fired!'"

Many seem to agree that 
professional football games 
are no place for political state-
ments. Well, at least they agree 
now. I don't recall a peep from 
them for nearly a decade of 
the US government shelling 
out millions of dollars to turn 
professional football games 
into combination political state-
ments and military recruitment 
rallies.

Meanwhile, the Houston 
Chronicle reports, a Texas 
high school student has been 
expelled for sitting through 
morning prayers to the god 
called government, also known 
as "the Pledge of Allegiance."

C'mon, people — relax!
Is it truly important that 

someone you don't know didn't 
assume your preferred bodily 
posture while a song you like 
was played?

Is it the end of the world that 
a high school student doesn't 
practice the same (secular) 
religion as you?

I was brought up to respect 
the flag. The Marine Corps rein-
forced that tendency. A 48-star 
flag adorned my grandfather's 
casket (he served in the navy 
in World War Two). A 50-star 

flag just may cover mine one of 
these days. My personal politics 
notwithstanding, I'm a little bit 
attached to its symbolism.

But at the end of the day, the 
flag is a piece of cloth that some 
people don't attach positive, let 
alone reverent, feelings to. The 
cry that some people "died for" 
it is, frankly, disrespectful to 
those people and whatever their 
real reasons were for taking up 
arms beneath it.

The national anthem is a 
song that glorifies the killing 
of rebellious slaves, some of 
whose descendants are likely 
among those criticized for fail-
ing to stand while it's played 
(ask the grandchild of an Aus-
chwitz survivor to stand for the 
Deutschlandlied and see how he 
or she responds).

And the "Pledge of Alle-
giance" was written by a flag 
salesman to, you guessed it, 
boost his flagging sales num-
bers (sorry, couldn't help myself 
there).

If it bothers you to the point 
of distraction that some people 
are, by your lights, insufficient-
ly respectful of the Stars and 
Stripes, your priorities are way 
out of whack. And if the flag 
does indeed stand for freedom, 
you're part of the problem, not 
part of the solution.

Thomas L. Knapp (Twitter: 
@thomaslknapp) is director 
and senior news analyst at the 
William Lloyd Garrison Center 
for Libertarian Advocacy Jour-
nalism (thegarrisoncenter.org). 
He lives and works in north 
central Florida.Photo credit: Avens O'Brien
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Chicago deposits $20M 
in the City's remaining 
Black bank
The Chicago Treasurer’s 

office has deposited $20 
million into Illinois Ser-

vice Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, a financial institution 
founded in 1934 by 13 black men.

“As a life-long Chicagoan, I 
know how important it is for us 
to keep local dollars in commu-
nities,” said City Treasurer Kurt 
Summers.

Illinois Service Federal Sav-
ings and Loan Association is the 
last black-owned bank based in 
Chicago. The bank’s main office 
is in the Bronzeville neighbor-
hood on the South Side.

Phillip Beckham, executive di-
rector of the Mid South Business 
Association and Resource Center, 

said the deposit will support de-
velopment of neighborhoods that 
have been left out or left behind.

ISF has been acquired by the 
Ghanaian-American Nduom fam-
ily. ISF Chairman Dr. Papa Kwesi 
Nduom said the deposit provides 
a much-needed financial boost to 
the bank’s financial foundation.

What was Dove thinking, or not?
Dove this weekend joined 

the list of brands to 
tarnished their image 

though social media. An ad-
vertisement for Dove soap has 
drawn criticism from social 
media users, who called atten-
tion to its racist message.

The New York Times re-
ported that a Facebook ad for 
Dove body wash portrayed 
three women removing their 
shirt to reveal a lighter shirt. 
But the damaging image came 
in the form of an African 
American woman removing 
her dark shirt to reveal a white 
woman in a light shirt. The full 
ad takes three-seconds.

The original ad appeared on 
the company’s Facebook page. 
It depicted a Black woman 
wearing a brown t-shirt. She 
removes the top to reveal a 
smiling white woman wearing 

a white shirt who also removes 
her shirt, unveiling a different 

white woman.
It didn’t take long for the 

tweet to gain momentum and 
the backlash to start. The 

social voices of angry users 
caused Dove to pull the ad 
down and issue the following 
statement:

“Dove is committed to rep-
resenting the beauty of diver-
sity. In an image we posted 
this week, we missed the mark 
in thoughtfully representing 
women of color and we deeply 
regret the offense that it has 
caused.”

 By Saturday, amid growing 
criticism, the ad had been tak-
en down and Dove had released 
its apologies.

Over the weekend, social 
media continued questioning 
how Dove, which is owned 
by Unilever, released the ad-
vertisement in the first place. 
Some people also called for 
a boycott of the company, as 
well as other subsidiaries of 
Unilever.

Kurt Summers

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600

Third Avenue, 2nd Floor,  
New York, NY
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8 Preschool teachers keep 
closer eye on Black boys

By Bill Hathaway  
Source: Yale University

Sophisticated eye-tracking 
technology shows that 
preschool teachers “show 

a tendency to more closely 
observe black students, and es-
pecially boys, when challenging 
behaviors are expected.”

At the same time, black 
teachers hold black students to 
a higher standard of behavior 
than do their white counter-
parts, report researchers. While 
the research doesn’t explore 
why this difference in attitude 
exists, the researchers speculate 
that black educators may be 
demonstrating “a belief that 
black children require harsh as-
sessment and discipline to pre-
pare them for a harsh world.”

White educators, by con-
trast, may be acting on a stereo-
type that black preschoolers are 
more likely to misbehave in the 
first place, so they judge them 
against a different, more lenient 
standard than what they’re ap-
plying to white children.

“The tendency to base class-
room observation on the gender 
and race of the child may ex-
plain in part why those children 
are more frequently identified 

as misbehaving and hence 
why there is a racial disparity 
in discipline,” adds Walter S. 
Gilliam, director of the Edward 
Zigler Center in Child Devel-
opment and Social Policy and 
associate professor of child 
psychiatry and psychology at 
the Yale Child Study Center.

The findings suggest that 
when the preschool teacher and 
child were of the same race, 
knowing about family stress-
ors led to increased teacher 
empathy for the preschool-
er and decreased how severe 
the behaviors appeared to the 
teacher. But, when the teacher 
and child were of a different 
race, the same family informa-

tion seemed to overwhelm the 
teachers and the behaviors were 
perceived as being more severe.

“These findings suggest 
that teachers need support in 
understanding family struggles, 
as they may related to child 
behaviors, especially when the 
teacher and child are of differ-
ent races,” Gilliam says.

Primary funding for the 
research came from the WK 
Kellogg Foundation.

The article was first posted 
on the website of Yale Univer-
sity. Bill Hathaway is associate 
director for Science Engineer-
ing and Medicine Yale Office 
of Public Affairs and Commu-
nications at Yale. 
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Liberian president leaves a 
mixed legacy with ‘fragile gains’

(GIN)

Oct. 9, 2017– Liberian 
President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf winds up her 

presidential career this month 
with a major record of achieve-
ments as Africa’s first female 
head of state.

  he economy is four times 
its size when she took office 
in 2005. The national debt has 
been wiped out, schools are 
being built and enrollment is 
up. The country is no longer 
beset by hostilities or ram-
paging child soldiers trained 
by mercenary warlords during 
decades of civil war.

  Informally known as “Ma 
Ellen,” her administration 
built or renovated hundreds of 
markets across the country for 
thousands of "market wom-
en"–the Liberian president's 
largest voting constituency.

  With help from the Asso-
ciation of Female Lawyers of 
Liberia, she drafted legislation 
increasing the penalties for 
rape. And in 2011 she received 
the Nobel Peace Prize with 
Leymah Gbowee and Tawak-
kul  Karman for their non-vi-
olent struggle for the safety 
of women and for women’s 
rights to full participation in 
peace-building work.

  At her final address to the 

U.N. General Assembly last 
month she summed up her 
legacy: “Liberia has remained 
stable, peaceful and secured”.

  But to her critics, these 
achievements were fragile 
gains or worse, woefully in-
adequate.  A major dent to 
her legacy came in 2012 with 
the defection of her close ally, 
Ms. Gbowee, who accused 
the president of nepotism by 
appointing her sons to high 
positions and for not doing 
enough to address poverty.

  "In her first term she 
developed infrastructure,” 
Gbowee said. “But what good 
is infrastructure if people don't 
have enough to eat? The gap 
between the rich and poor is 
growing. You are either rich 
or dirt poor, there's no middle 
class."

  She may have “broken 
the glass ceiling”, says Ruth 
Caesar, coordinator of the 
Liberian Women’s Political 
Forum, inspiring other women 
to enter politics, but how many 
will get elected?

  In this year's high-stakes 
elections, only 163 out of 
1,026 approved candidates for 
local office are women, includ-
ing one running for president 
in a field of over 20 men – a 
mere 2 percent increase since 
2005.

  Election observers are 
betting on two as the top con-
tenders – George Weah of 
the Congress for Democratic 
Change, and Joseph Boakai, 
vice president since 2006. 
Final results to be announced 
on Oct. 25.

  Meanwhile, the 78 year 
old Johnson Sirleaf says she 
will lecture, farm and read in 
retirement. She is also consid-
ering an offer of a fellowship 
from Georgetown University.

On its National Day, thousands 
of Burundians are living in exile

(GIN) Oct 9, 2017

He was called the Lu-
mumba of Burundi. 
From a royal Tutsi fam-

ily, he dreamed of a nation free 
of colonial rule. After a brief 
sojourn in Belgium, Prince 
Rwagasore returned home to 
join the independence struggle. 
In 1961, he was sworn-in as 
Prime Minister.

  Two weeks after taking 
office, Prince Rwagasore was 
assassinated – his killer said to 
be paid by a pro-Belgian group. 
That event – on Oct. 13 – is now 
a public holiday.

  The political party he 
formed, the Union for Na-
tional Progress (UPRONA), 
exists today but power has been 
captured by an autocrat, Pierre 
Nkurunziza, whose iron-fisted 
rule has forced hundreds of 
thousands into exile.

  In a new report by Am-
nesty International – “Con-
form or flee: Repression and 
insecurity pushing Burundi-
ans into Exile”–researchers 
assert that thousands of Bu-
rundian refugees are under 
mounting pressure to return 
to their country where they 
would be at risk of death, rape 
and torture.

  Nearly all of the Burundian 
refugees and asylum seek-
ers testified to the insecurity 
caused by the Imbonerakure, 
the youth league of the Burundi 
ruling party whose name means 
“those who see far” which has 
brutally killed and tortured 
people in the past.

  These jarring witness tes-
timonies counter President 
Nkurunziza’s recent declaration 
that “Burundi is at peace.”

  Two months after the 
Amnesty report’s release, 
Nkurunziza visited Tanza-
nia to convince 240,000 Bu-

rundian refugees to return 
home.  His efforts appear to 
have swayed the Tanzanian 
president, according to Ad-
otei Akwei, managing direc-
tor of government relations 
with Amnesty International 
USA.

  “The Tanzania government 
has begun to close borders to 
Burundian refugees,” he said. 
“They are subtly or not so 
subtly making Burundian ref-
ugees aware that they will not 
be welcome anymore and that 
they cannot stay.”

  At the same time, the Unit-
ed Nations has only received 
12 percent of the $429 million 
requested aid for humanitarian 
assistance to be used for the 
420,000 Burundian refugees 
in neighboring countries. The 
shortfall has meant refugees 
live in overcrowded camps and 
host countries have had to slash 
rations.

This month, the UN Human 
Rights Council is due to decide 
whether to renew the mandate 
of the Commission of Inquiry 
on Burundi after evidence of 
crimes against humanity was 
produced. Amnesty Interna-
tional has called on the UN 
body to renew the Commis-
sion’s mandate.

U.S. opens new chapter 
in Sudan relations, 
lifting sanctions

(GIN)

Sudan’s strained relations 
with the U.S., decades long, 
have suddenly taken a turn 

for the better.
  In a move that caught some 

diplomats and human rights de-
fenders by surprise, the U.S. State 
Department announced the lifting 
of some of its toughest economic 
and trade sanctions against Sudan. 
The initiative was reportedly 
hammered out in the last days of 
the Obama administration and is 
a major step towards normalizing 
relations with this Eastern African 
nation whose leader has faced war 
crimes charges.

  Despite the policy change, 
Sudan remains on a black list of 
state sponsors of terrorism such 
as Syria and Iran.

  “This is a paradox,” said 
a perplexed Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim Ghandour. “We are 
the best country cooperating on 
countering terrorism and at the 
same time we are on the list of 
state sponsors of terrorism!”

  Rocky relations with the 
U.S. date back to 1967 when 
Sudan threatened Israel during 
the Arab-Israeli six day war. An-
tagonism towards Israel has since 
cooled and diplomatic channels 
between the two former enemies 
have reportedly opened.

  Military relations between 
the U.S. and Sudan were resumed 
this year along with a pledge by 
Sudan not to pursue an arms 
deal with North Korea. Presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir has also 

lent support to the U.S.-backed 
war in Yemen with hundreds of 
troops on the ground, incurring 
heavy losses.

  The development comes as 
shocking news to rights groups 
who say that lifting sanctions 
would reward a government still 
accused of abuses.

  “It’s a serious mistake for 
these sanctions to be lifted per-
manently when Sudan has made 
no progress on human rights,” 
said Andrea Prasow of Human 
Rights Watch.

  In its objection, Amnesty 
International cited the use of 
chemical weapons by Sudanese 
forces against civilians, including 
babies and young children, in the 
restive Darfur region as recently 
as September.

  Supporters of the American 
decision say that sanctions have 
done little to encourage reforms 
or fully resolve a conflict in the 
Darfur region.  “Sudan is moving 
towards being reintegrated into 
the community of acceptable 
nations,” said Magnus Taylor of 
the International Crisis Group. 
“They’re on this ladder, albeit a 
low rung, but they’re climbing.” 

I. Ghandour and U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State John Sullivan
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Harlem Chamber Players in concert
Goddard Riverside 
Community Center's 

Bernie Wohl Center pres-
ents the Harlem Chamber 
Players on Oct 29th at 

3:00 pm.
T he  Harlem Chamber 

Players 2017–2018 Season is 

supported, in part, by public 
funds from the New York 
City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, in partnership with 
the City Council; in part by a 
grant from Columbia Commu-
nity Service; in part by a grant 
from the Lily Auchincloss 
Foundation; in part by the New 

York State Council on the Arts 
with the support of Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature; in part 
by West Harlem Development 
Corporation via the Tides 
Foundation; and through the 
generous donations of our 
supporters and donors.

Andre Watts returns to 
Carnegie Hall

Hand-picked by Leon-
ard Bernstein at age 
16, Watts' 1976 NYC 

performance was the first full-
length piano recital broadcast in 

the history of television.
At age 26 he was the young-

est person ever to receive an 
Honorary Doctorate from Yale 
University.

The Emmy Award Nominee, 
1988 Avery Fischer Prize win-
ner was inducted into the Hol-
lywood Bowl Hall of Fame in 
2006 and received the National 
Medal of Arts in 2011.

After over a decade Watts 
returns to Orpheus for a concert 
dedicated to musicians who 
made the transition from key-
board virtuoso to master com-
poser. For Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra with Andre Watts, 
piano, go to Carnegie Hall, Oct 
26th, 8:00 pm.
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Wednesday’s Woman
Fantasia heats up holidays with release of ‘Christmas After Midnight’ 

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Women’s Editor

Fantasia is giving all of her 
fans an early Christmas 
present with the release 

of her first-ever holiday album, 
Christmas After Midnight on 
Concord Records on October 
6, 2017 to critical acclaim! The 
12-track album was produced by 
Ron Fair (Christina Aguilera, The 
Black-Eyed Peas) and includes 
some of the Grammy-Award win-
ning and platinum-selling artist’s 
favorite holiday songs including 
“This Christmas,” “Silent Night,” 
“Santa Claus Go Straight to the 
Ghetto,” “Have Yourself A Merry 
Little Christmas” and “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside,” featuring vocals 
from the critically acclaimed 
singer, songwriter and producer 

CeeLo Green.
“I’m so excited for my first 

Christmas album,” says R&B 
sensation Fantasia.  “My Grand-
mother Addie Collins’ birthday 
was on Christmas Day. I will 
never forget how she would put 
up the prettiest Christmas trees 
and lights. But more importantly, 
I’ll never forget the impact she had 
on me and everyone else around 
her this time of year. She was a 
loving woman who helped all her 
grandchildren understand the true 
meaning of the holiday, its impact 
on our spirituality and character 
as well as the importance of rec-
ognizing the value of family and 
significant relationships.  This 
album is dedicated to her.  So 
as she would always say, ‘Keep 
giving the Gift of Giving!’”

Recorded live in Los Ange-

les’ iconic Capitol Studios and 
Nashville’s famed Blackbird 
Studios, Christmas After Mid-
night is an inspiring and merry 
blend of rock, soul, jazz, funk and 
blues that will send holiday spirits 
soaring.  Brimming with creative 
arrangements on standards such 
as “This Christmas” to the jazzy 
interpretation of “What Are You 
Doing New Year’s Eve?,” Fanta-
sia’s soulful and unique vocals 
breathe a fresh new take on these 
beloved classics.  The album also 
features a playful rendition of 
“Baby it’s Cold Outside,” featur-
ing CeeLo Green.

“This album pays homage to 
my grandmother and is a gift from 
me to all of those who remember 
their grandparents or parents put-
ting up Christmas trees and being 
a blessing into people’s lives,” 

says Fantasia.  “I’d also like to pay 
homage to the great singers like 
Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Frank Sinatra and Ray Charles 
who stood strong in what they 
believed in — the music. I hope 
that it blesses you guys. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.”

Fantasia has also revealed the 
album’s artwork, which shows her 
standing alongside a Christmas 
tree. Posing elegantly in a red 
dress, the “American Idol” champ 
looks pensive with the holiday 
season on her mind.

Christmas After Midnight com-
plete tracklist includes: This Christ-
mas, Santa Claus Goes Straight To 
The Ghetto, The Snow Is Falling, 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside (feat. Cee-
Lo Green), Jingle Bell Rock, The 
Christmas Song, What Are You 
Doing New Year’s Eve?, Merry 
Christmas, Baby, Have Yourself 
A Merry Little Christmas, Silent 
Night, In The Wee Small Hours Of 
The Morning, and Hallelujah

About Fantasia
North Carolina native Fan-

tasia broke on to the scene in 
2004 as the season three winner 
of Fox’s American Idol. Later 

that year, she released her plat-
inum-selling debut album Free 
Yourself and became the first artist 
in the history of the Billboard Hot 
100 chart to debut at #1 with 
her first single, “I Believe.” The 
singer’s eponymous sophomore 
effort, released in 2006, featured 
the #1 R&B single “When I See 
U,” and reached gold status.

In 2010, Fantasia earned her 
first ever Grammy Award for 
the hit single “Bittersweet,” off 
her critically acclaimed third 
album Back to Me.  Side Effects 
of You followed in 2013, debut-
ing at #1 on the Billboard R&B 
Albums Chart and #2 on the Bill-
board Top 200. On July 29, 2016, 
Fantasia released her fifth studio 
album, The Definition Of...., 
which became her third consec-
utive #1 R&B album debut, her 
fourth top ten debut on the Bill-
board 200, and earned her anoth-
er Grammy nomination for Best 
Traditional R&B Performance.

In addition to being a main-
stay in music, Fantasia adds 
author and actress, to her grow-
ing list of accomplishments. In 
2006, she released her New York 
Times best-selling memoir, Life 
Is Not a Fairytale, and starred as 
herself in the Lifetime movie of 
the same name. In 2007, Fantasia 
landed the coveted role of Celie 
in Broadway’s The Color Pur-
ple for which she won a Theater 
World Award. Fantasia returned 
to Broadway in 2013 as the 
first celebrity engagement in Af-
ter Midnight, a dance-focused 
musical that celebrated Harlem’s 
iconic Cotton Club during the 
Harlem Renaissance in the 1920s 
and ‘30s. After receiving rave 
reviews, Fantasia joined the cast 
of After Midnight for a second run 
in May 2014.

Cheryl Fortune drops 
new album, Simply Cheryl
This  Fr iday,  October 

13th Cheryl Fortune 
drops her debut solo al-

bum which is a modern day, 
feel good throwback to the ̀ 80s 
and `90s R&B vibes the Hous-
ton-based singer grew up on. 
The Grammy Award nominated 
songwriter has labored in the 
vineyards of Kirk Franklin and 
her ex-husband, James Fortune, 
for years as a vocal arranger 
and session singer. Her songs 
have been recorded by Shirley 
Caesar, Zacardi Cortez, Moni-
ca, Fred Hammond and James 
Fortune & FIYA with whom 
she created three Billboard No. 
1 hits.

Now, it’s Cheryl’s time to 
shine on the new album enti-
tled, Simply Cheryl (LuDawn/
Tyscot). The ten-song project 
boasts Cheryl’s every day ob-
servances about life, love and 
faith. On the track, “Nobody,” 
she channels Bobby Brown’s 
“Every Little Step” and then 
segues into a trap music trance. 

On “Figure It Out” she gives 
us a Zapp Band flavor and 
then she conjures up a little 
Betty Wright/Otis Redding on 
“”Give It Up.” Cheryl’s debut 
radio single, “Fighters” is a Top 
15 Billboard gospel radio hit 
and also receiving airplay on 
Adult R&B radio. “This isn’t a 
gospel album,” she says. “It’s a 
feel good project of affirmative 
Adult R&B music.”

Condola Rashad to star in new 
production of Saint Joan
Lynne Meadow (Artis-

tic Director) and Bar-
ry Grove (Executive 

Producer) are pleased to an-
nounce that Manhattan The-
atre Club will produce a new 
Broadway production of Saint 
Joan written by Nobel Prize in 
Literature and Academy Award 
winner Bernard Shaw and di-
rected by Tony Award win-
ner Daniel Sullivan (Lillian Hell-
man’s The Little Foxes, Proof), 
starring three-time Tony Award 
nominee CondolaRashad (A 
Doll’s House, Part 2, “Bil-
lions”). Saint Joan will begin 
previews Tuesday, April 3, 
2018 ahead of a Wednesday, 
April 25, 2018 opening night at 
MTC’s Samuel J. Friedman The-
atre, 261 West 47th Street, NYC.

Three-time Tony Award 
nominee Condola Rashad (A 
Doll’s House, Part 2) will 
star as one of history’s great-
est heroines in a major new 
production of Bernard Shaw’s 
epic work directed by Dan-
iel Sullivan (Lillian Hell-
man’s The Little Foxes). Set 
in 15th century France, Saint 
Joan follows a country girl 
whose mysterious visions pro-
pel her into elite circles. When 
the nation’s rulers become 
threatened by her popularity 
and influence, they unite to 
bring her down and she finds 
herself on trial for her life. 
This timeless and powerful 
play dramatizes the limits 
of an individual in a society 
dominated by overwhelming 
political and religious forces.

  Saint Joan completes the 
lineup for Manhattan Theatre 
Club’s 2017-2018 season, 
which also includes the current-
ly running American premiere 
of Prince of Broadway and the 
previously announced Ameri-
can premiere of The Children at 
MTC’s Samuel J. Friedman 
Theatre; the world premiere 

of The Portuguese Kid, the 
New York premiere of In the 
Body of the World and the 
world premiere of Dan Cody’s 
Yacht at New York City Center 
– Stage I; and the New York 
premiere of Actually and the 
world premiere of Sugar in Our 
Wounds at MTC at the Studio 
At Stage II – Harold and Mimi 
Steinberg New Play Series.

  Manhattan Theatre Club, 
under the leadership of Artistic 
Director Lynne Meadow and 
Executive Producer Barry 
Grove, has become one of the 
country’s most prominent and 
prestigious theatre companies. 
Over the past four and a half 
decades, MTC productions 
have earned numerous awards 
including six Pulitzer Prizes 
and 23 Tony Awards.

About Condola 
Rashad

Condola Rashad (Joan) re-
cently earned her third Tony 
Award nomination for her re-
turn to the Broadway stage in 
Lucas Hnath’s Tony-nominated 
new play A Doll’s House, Part 
2, opposite Emmy Award-win-
ner Laurie Metcalf, Acade-
my Award-winner Chris Coo-
per and Tony Award-winner 
Jayne Houdyshell. Rashad began 
her career onstage and debuted 

off-Broadway at the Manhattan 
Theatre Club playing a young 
girl in a brothel in Lynn Not-
tage’s 2009 Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play Ruined. She was nom-
inated for Tony Awards and Dra-
ma Desk Awards for her roles in 
Lydia Diamond’s Stick Fly and 
the late Horton Foote’s The 
Trip To Bountiful, opposite Cic-
ely Tyson.

In 2013, Rashad played 
“Juliet” to critical acclaim on 
Broadway, opposite Orlando 
Bloom’s “Romeo.” Earlier 
this year, Rashad completed 
production on the Netflix 
film Come Sunday, which 
reunites her with director 
Joshua Marston and in which 
she stars opposite Chiwe-
tel Ejiofor. In Spring of 2016, 
Rashad completed production 
on Academy Award nom-
inee Milcho Manchevski’s 
independent film Bikini Moon, 
which she stars in as the title 
character. Later that year, Ra-
shad was seen co-starring in 
Joshua Marston’s Complete 
Unknown opposite Michael 
Shannon and Rachel Weisz, 
and in Jodie Foster’s Money 
Monster, opposite George 
Clooney and Julia Roberts.

On television, Rashad is 
known for her series regular 
role as the young, motivated 
Assistant District Attorney 
“Kate Sacker” in Showtime’s 
acclaimed series “Billions”, 
which will return for a third 
season early next year. Previ-
ous television and film credits 
include a recurring role on 
NBC’s “Smash” and a starring 
turn in the Lifetime remake 
of Steel Magnolias, as well 
as appearances in Sex And 
The City 2, “Law and Order: 
Criminal Intent” and “The 
Good Wife.” A graduate of 
California Institute of the 
Arts, Condola currently re-
sides in New York.

Cheryl Fortune’s Simply Cheryl 
album cover

Condola Rashad

Fantasia’s Christmas After 
Midnight album cover
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BEACON ON THE SCENE
Scores attend Circle of Sisters EXPO 
at Jacob Javits Convention Center

By Audrey J. Bernard

Women from all over 
the Tri-State area are 
rejoicing over the em-

powering time they had at 
the annual Circle of Sisters 
EXPO at the Jacob Javits Con-
vention Center, 655 West 34th 
Street, New York City, on a 
perfectly balmy Saturday, Sep-
tember 30, 2017. The one-day 
event exceeded all expectations 
and closed with a record-break-
ing number of attendees.

Circle of Sisters is the largest 
EXPO in New York City that 
celebrates and unites women 
of color. Highlights of the 
day included the legendary 
actress Cicely Tyson who was 
honored by the WBLS team 
with the Circle of Sisters Living 
Legend Award. In addition, 
prima ballerina Misty Cope-
land received a special award 
after sharing anecdotal expe-
riences with an enthusiastic 
audience.

The day was abundantly 
anointed with stars of stage and 

screen, performers, entertainers 
and chefs. Everywhere you 
looked there was a star — such 
as actress Vivica A. Fox, Bas-
ketball Wives’ Evelyn Lozada, 
Imposter’s Stephen Bishop, 
Power’s Rotimi Papoose and 
rap artist Remy Ma as well as 
gospel artist JJ Hairston and 
wife Trina, singers Estelle, 
Melanie Fiona, Tank and 
Sevyn Streeter. The allure of 
this event is that there were 
no restrictions. No pesky 
VIP sections – separating 
the “haves” from the “have-
nots!” Luminaries mixed 
and mingled with the people 
– engaging in conversations, 
taking selfies and getting au-
tographs! And everyone had 
a memorable time.

The event featured some-
thing for everyone including 
endlessly important relation-
ship advice to delving into the 
State of Black America, CNN 
Political Commentator Bakari 
Sellers joined Pastor A.R. 
Bernard, Rev. Al Sharp-
ton and WBLS’ Ann Tripp to 
set a framework for the com-
munity. Simultaneously, the 
Culinary Corner was hot with 
celebrity chefs Carla Hall of 
ABC’s The Chew, Pat Neely, 
Nikki Shaw and the BBQ 
Sauce King himself, Bobby 
Brown.  This year, as always, 

Sisterhood, Cooking, Children, 
Fashion, Education was front 
row, not to mention hundreds 
of vendors selling everything 
imaginable!

The 2017 EXPO also fea-
tured a sold-out Metro PCS 
Gospel Explosion, with per-
formances by Tina Campbell, 
Erica Campbell, Jekalyn 
Carr, Ricky Dillard and Ki-
erra Sheard hosted by Heze-
kiah Walker, Neicy Trib-
bett and Liz Black.

“We commit every year to 
making Circle of Sisters bigger 
than the year before. This year 
was no different,” says Charlie 
Morgan, senior vice president/
market manager WBLS/WLIB. 
“This was our best year yet! 
The EXPO continues to grow 
beyond our imagination.” (Pho-
tos by Hayden Greene and Seitu 
Oronde)

Atmosphere
Chef Nikki Shaw in 
the Culinary Corner

John Salley, Misty 
Copeland

Cicely Tyson Shows 
off her award

Raqiyah Mays, Gessie 
Thompson

Dr. Kathie Ann Joseph, Gessie 
Thompson, Elise Neal

Health & Wellness session with 
Tony Rogers

Kim Coles being interviewed by 
WBLS staff

Cicely Tyson receiving Living Legend 
Award from WBLS staff

McD Tri-State booth

Stephen Bishop auto-
graphs his book

Dr. Ian Smith sells his best 
seller

Healthfirst booth

Misty Copeland, Shaila

“Is it Just Me Finding & Staying in Love” panel

Deja Vu, Vivica A. Fox, Rodimi, Evelyn Lozada, Stephen Bishop

About Circle of Sisters
Circle of Sisters (COS) is the largest expo for women of color 
in New York City. Produced and hosted by WBLS-FM, HOT 
97, WLIB – AM and Emmis Communications, the annual gath-
ering features a variety of panel discussions, seminars, gospel 
concerts and a fashion show in addition to over 200 vendors and 
small businesses selling unique items and services all weekend. 
This expo is accented by an avalanche of captivating elements 
such as fabulous shopping and food tasting with some of today’s 
top chefs at the Food Pavilion and youth activities including 
lessons in the arts and dance at the Children’s Pavilion. Each 
year, participants can attend informative and empowering panel 
discussions led by authors, field experts, political figures and 
some of the biggest names in entertainment.
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BEACON ON THE SCENE
Hon. Dr. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
receives prestigious Mbokoda Award

By Audrey J. Bernard

On Monday, September 25, 
2017 dignitaries joined 
delegates from across the 

Diaspora in various disciplines 
in public and private sections 
supported by the UN Women 
and UNICEP to attend a break-
fast to honor Dr. Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka who has 
recently been re-appointed as 
UN Under Secretary, Executive 
Director, UN Women at the 
Smith-Midtown Restaurant, 
956 Second Avenue, 51st Street, 
NYC. Dr. Mlambo-Ngcuka 
was presented with the coveted 
Mbokodo Award by Chief Ex-
ecutive Director and Mbokodo 
Awards creator Carol Lindiwe 
Bouwer. Guests were greeted 
by debonair Carl Nelson for 
Mbokodo Women in Business 
awaiting the arrival of special 
guest host America fashion 
guru, designer, business woman 
and author, June Ambrose.

The early morning breakfast 
was especially notable because 
it took place during the 72nd 
General Assembly in New York 
City and was another critical 
milestone in Bouwer’s endeavor 
to advance the plight of women 
through highlighting the reality 
that “our challenges are univer-
sal and that women abuse and 

gender inequality is not restrict-
ed to impoverished communities 
but exists across all classes and 
races,” stated Bouwer. “It is in 
this regard that we amplified the 
voice of every woman across 
the globe through a program 
that brings women from diverse 
nations and backgrounds to en-
gage with Dr. Mlambo-Ngcuka 
who reflected broadly, amongst 
other issues.”

In her powerful empowering 
address, Dr. Mlambo-Ngcuka 
addressed issues which effect 
all women: Common and pecu-
liar challenges affecting wom-
en from country to country 
across the world; Innovative 
and ground-breaking initiatives 
that have been implemented in 

various countries to advance 
women emancipation; and UN 
programs and instruments of 
engagement that are geared 
towards gender equality and 
lastly the innovative UN ste-
reotype campaign which is 
geared towards ensuring we 
don’t stereotype gender roles 
when raising our children. “The 
glass ceiling must be removed,” 
she noted in her concluding re-
marks. Following her nurturing 
speech, attendees, buoyed by 
her words, engaged in an impas-
sioned exchange in which they 
truthfully connected with her.

One of the many moving 

highlights of the event was a 
heartfelt moment captured when 
Bouwer shared her own story of 
how Dr. Mlambo-Ngcuka was 
instrumental in getting her to 
host a parliamentary session, 
an occasion that left an indelible 
mark on her own life story! “In 
you we see that our dreams are 
valid, your rise validates our 
ambitions and our dreams for 
young girls who may not come 
from a lot but wish to BE much! 
We today stand in solidarity 
with the world to salute you 
and honor you as a leader,” said 
Bouwer to thunderous applause. 
Other rousing speakers included 

Anne Githuku Shongwe, Hon. 
Susan Shabangu, Florah Mat-
jila and Liz Agbor-Tabi. Love-
ly aspiring actress Bobo Matjila 
served as Mistress of Ceremo-
nies and guests were delightfully 
entertained by singer Chioma 
Eza who received a standing 
ovation for her searing rendition 
of “I Rise Up.” Guests left with 
memorable food for thought, 
new friends and a current copy 
of Bouwer’s Destiny Magazine 
featuring Bouwer and Ambrose 
on the eye-catching cover.  (Pho-
tos by Joseph Rodman)

About the Mbokodo Awards
Launched in 2012 at the Soweto Theatre, the Mbokodo 
Awards are a conduit through which we shine the light on 
the exceptionally talented South African women whose work 
has had great influence on the evolution of our society. These 
awards are a representation of the struggles and conflicts 
that confront women of today, but more importantly, they 
are also an expression of triumphs registered by women in 
every sphere of our society. During the past 5 installments, 
the Mbokodo’s have recognized and celebrated multiple 
amazing and powerful women such as the inimitable Thandi 
Klaasen, the iconic Esther Mahlangu, the melodious Si-
bongile Khumalo, as well as the erudite Nadine Gordimer 
amongst many others. Most notably, an honor was conferred 
on the first South African culture icon to address the United 
Nations and that was the late, great Miriam Makeba. Beyond 
the award ceremony, the Mbokodo Awards are positioned as 
a platform for advancing broader emancipation of women 
across all facets of their everyday life hence we reward be-
yond talent but also advocacy work in society.

Bobo Matjila, Anne Githuku Shongwe, Malaak Compton Rock, 
Hon. Susan Shabangu, Carol Bouwer, Dr. Phumzile Malam-
bo-Ngcuka, Florah Matjila, June Ambrose, Liz Agbor-Tabi  

Carol Bouwer, Carl Nelson, 
Bobo Matjila

Horace & Carol Nelson

Madichaba Milosevic, Ajak 
Deng, Anina Malherbe-Lan, 
Alexandra Amon

Carol Bouwer, Dr. Phumzil 
Mlambo-Ngcuka

Dr. Sibu Madikana, Carol 
Bouwer

Anina Malherbe-Lan, Deborah 
Koenigsberger

June Ambrose

Chioma Eza, SA UN Ambas-
sador HE Jerry Matthews 
Matjila, Carol Bouwer

Linda Chichester, David 
Coffman

Joyce Mullins-Jackson, Audrey 
Smaltz

Mandisa Monnakali, Sherry Bronfman, Carol Bouwer, 
June Ambrose, Youseline Dbos

Carl Nelson, Ajak Deng, Anina Malher-
be-Lan, Charles D. Fall

Dr. April Ripley, Bobo Matjila, June Ambrose, Chioma Eza, 
Anina Malherbe-Len, Malaak Compton Rock, Liz Agbor-Tabi
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IN THE COMMUNITY
Pan-African Activist Honored With Harlem Street Sign Name

By Vinette K. Pryce  
Special Assignment

The very next time you venture 
to the southwest corner of 
125th St. and Adam Clayton 

Blvd. in the Village of Harlem, 
look up at the street sign confirm-
ing your exact location. Guaran-
teed the green and white sign will 
designate Elombe Brath Way, a 
co-naming marker New Yorkers 
recently celebrated with the family 
of the son of the Brathwaite family 
from Barbados.

Elombe Brath Way is located 
at African Liberation Plaza one 
block away from James Brown 
Way and across from a State 
Office building and statue of the 
first Black Congressman from NY 
along a thoroughfare named for the 
respected and celebrated Politician 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr.

Needless to say, the ceremony 
was a tribute to a Martyr, on the 
81st anniversary of his birth and 
one that united activists, poets, 
journalists, educators, attorneys, 
politicians, students, a grateful 
community, the Mayor of New 
Jersey and a former NYC Mayor.

On Sept. 30 as temperatures 
plunged to the reality of autumn, 
the first son born to Barbadian 
nationals was recalled in glowing 
terms by Newark Mayor Ras Bara-
ka, David N. Dinkins, former NY 
Mayor, City Councilwoman Inez 
Barron, Councilman Bill Perkins, 
Assemblyman Charles Barron and 
a long list of dignitaries.

“He was a giant in African 
history,” Costa Rica-born Bernardo 
Rubie said, “his name is highly re-
garded throughout Africa because 
he contributed to the liberation 
of Angola, South Africa and Na-
mibia.”

The owner of Harlem Sesame, 
a restaurant located one block from 

the designated signpost, Rubie 
traveled to Guinea and other Afri-
ca states on many occasions with 
Brath and during a post-reception 
luncheon briefly related reflections 
of a 1972 return trip to the capital 
city of Conakry on the occasion 
of the funeral of Ghana’s premier 
leader Kwame Nkruma.

On that occasion he said he 
marveled after reconciling that 
at a table he was seated with the 
Pan-African advocate from Har-
lem he was also in the company 
of revolutionaries from Guinea 
Bissau — Amilcar Cabral, Trinidad 
& Tobago — Kwame Toure a/k/a 
Stokely Carmichael and Miriam 
Makeba from South Africa. Car-
michael dubbed Brath the “Dean 
of Harlem nationalists.”

Dudley Thompson, Jamaica’s 
ambassador to Nigeria, Senegal, 
Namibia and Ghana, described 
Brath as an “Icon of the Pan-Afri-
can Movement.”

And because of his cultural 
appreciation, first exposed Reggae 
Icon Robert “Nesta” Marley to the 
large New York television popula-
tion who viewed “Like It Is” the 
WABC-TV show he worked as a 
graphic artist from 1962 until his 
retirement.

Described to be the “remark-
able man who lived and worked 
among and for us,” Brath “became 
an ancestor three years ago but will 
forever be in our hearts and minds,” 
a WBAI-FM Justice and Unity 
radio campaign press release stated.

For three decades he volun-
teered time and talent hosting an 
informative program at the station. 
“Afrikaleidoscope” informed audi-
ences of the not-for-profit, listen-
er-supported station on news that 
eluded commercial media outlets.

Shedding light on issues affect-
ing developing countries, Brath 
delivered enlightenment about 
the struggle of the Sandanistas in 
Nicaragua, focused on information 
related to Costa Rica, Belize and 
Guatemala and provided breaking 
and current news about every state 
in Africa as well as made cultural 
connections that jazzed up the dial 
from 99.5 FM.

Prior to that in 1956, along 
with his brother Kwame, formed 
the African Jazz-Arts Society and 
Studios in Harlem to showcase the 
genre’s African identity. He main-
tained long-standing relationships 
with Jazz greats Miles Davis, The-
lonious Monk, Max Roach, John 
Coltrane Abby and Lincoln a/k/a 
Aminata Moseka.

Affectionately known as the 
“walking encyclopedia,” Brath 

died May 19, 2014. Born in Brook-
lyn, on Sept. 30, 1936 his father 
Cecil T. Brathwaite and Etelka 
Margaret Maloney-Brathwaite 
migrated here in the 1920s. The 
couple had three sons, Kwame 
(Ronald) John Edward and Cecil, 
the eldest who inherited his father’s 
name but preferred answering to a 
less colonial moniker that identi-
fied him as Elombe Brath.

Influenced by trailblazers such 
as Marcus Mosiah Garvey, Mal-
colm X, Carlos A. Cooks, and his 
cousin Clenell Wickman who al-
legedly “waged a political battle on 
behalf of working-class Blacks in 
colonial Barbados, Brath founded 
the Patrice Lumumba Coalition.

Named in honor of Patrice Em-
ery Lumumba, the first Prime Min-
ister of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo who was assassinated in 
1961, the organization was active 
throughout the New York area, 
particularly in Harlem but also on 
the West Coast where a chapter mo-
bilized in Los Angeles, California.

The PLC supported the right to 
self-determination for Angolans, 
South Africans, and Namibians 
and other African liberation move-
ments. As chairman, he organized 
events and panel discussions ded-
icated to African politics and 
current events.

Brath was a fierce advocate for 
the African National Congress in 
South Africa, SWAPO in Namibia, 
MPLA in Angola, FRELIMO in 
Mozambique and ZANU in Zim-
babwe. Closer to home he fought 
to eliminate the usage of the term 
“Negro” which was nationally 
accepted as a definition for Black 
Americans.

“In 1961, he launched a “Black 
is Beautiful” campaign with a se-
ries of Afrocentric fashion shows 
featuring African-American wom-
en who were known as the Gran-
dassa models and sported large 
afros,” Wikipedia states.

Nomsa, his wife walked the run-
way as one of the first Grandassa 
models. And although Brath main-
tained employment as a graphic 
artist at the corporate commercial 
media outlet, he conspicuously 
defied injustice, exploitation and 
corporate greed.

In 1977, Brath declared solidar-
ity with key members of a coalition 
that spearheaded a boycott of the 
South African, Broadway musical, 
“Ipi Tombe.” According to reports, 
the production presented a false 
image of life for Blacks living in 
South Africa.

Often in the forefront of con-
scious protests, the activist/chair-
man led the PLC in coalescing 
groups to mobilize mass demon-
strations against numerous issues. 
However, they were prominent 
at protests against the practice of 
white rule in Africa.

In 1976, the coalition released a 
policy memo calling for the support 
of the Zimbabwe Liberation Army. 
For me as a reporter, Brath was 
a source of inspiration. On every 
encounter, he was always loaded 
down by newspapers. Relentless 
and persuasive he always offered 
a leaflet, book or newsletter. My 
memories of him are indelibly 
imprinted with recall of our con-
versations at the opening of the 
African Burial Ground.

It was he who enlightened 
me about Zimbabwe’s President 
Robert Mugabe. And by the time 
I visited the southern African 
former British colony it was as if 
his information was doctrine. Most 
will remember Brath’s involvement 
with the anti-slavery movement in 
Sudan and Mauritania. His percep-
tion of Jomo Kenyatta and his Mau 
Mau movement in Kenya, Samora 
Machel of Mozambique, Burkino 
Faso’s Military Leader Thomas 
Sankara, Cuba’s Fidel Castro and 
ANC’s Apartheid Ender Nelson 
Mandela.

Whenever Castro visited New 
York, there in the midst always 
was Brath, up close and personal. 
And I will never forget standing 
in the middle of 125th St. and 7th 
Ave when Brath whispered in the 
ear of the most prominent, female 
freedom fighter, Winnie Mandela.

It was 1990 and she accompa-
nied her husband who had just been 
released from prison after being 
confined for more than a quarter 
of a century. Midway the private 
gesture, the regal-looking, revered 
African gasped, seemingly in 
disbelief. I witnessed her reaction 

and it resonated how she immedi-
ately rushed over to greet Dr. Betty 
Shabazz, the widow of Malcolm X.

She seemed humbled by the 
presence of a woman she undoubt-
edly admired. Sister to sister united 
by a brother who respected them 
both. I was privileged to see that it 
was Brath who informed the first 
Lady of South Africa that she was 
in the presence of the first Lady of 
Black America.

Brath told me he went to school 
with Colin Powell. He gave me 
valuable insight into the man who 
retired from military service as a 
Four-Star General in the US Army. 
I will always remember Brath 
walking side-by-side with Sonny 
Carson, another progressive, con-
scientious activist who left a hefty 
legacy to reflect and laud.

And although now it seems as if 
so many are claiming alliances with 
advocating for the Central Park 
Five, back in 1989, it was Brath 
who stepped out boldly against 
Donald Trump who placed a full 
page denouncement of the youths 
in every major newspaper.

Brath knew the maligned boys 
personally. They were his neigh-
bors who lived in the same Schom-
burg Plaza he resided and vouched 
their innocence. Convinced the 
teenagers were coerced by mem-
bers of the NYPD to confess to a 
crime they did not commit Brath 
firmly stood his ground in support-
ing the boys who were convicted 
and sentenced to serve their youth 
in prison.

Brath shouted their inno-
cence and unfortunate plight and 
urged folks to pack the courtroom 
throughout the trial. In prison they 
aged from boys to men and it was 
there they were proven innocent 
with Brath ultimately vindicated. 
There isn’t enough space allotted 
for me to acknowledge his deeds.

That he accomplished much 
with poet Amiri Baraka; received 
more than 200 awards and recog-
nitions for his activism and dedica-
tion or that he was enshrined with a 
Congressional Record by the 112th 
Congress four years ago are merely 
footnotes to his extensive epitaph. 
Know that he was a mentor and a 
dear friend.

The Elombe Brath Foundation 
established a scholarship fund in 
his honor which aims to focus on 
research, education and maintain-
ing international connections, “So 
our pride and situation won’t be 
so localized,” Cinque Brath, his 
youngest son said. Catch You On 
The Inside!

Pan-African Activist Elombe 
Brath

Vinette and Elombe at opening of African Burial GroundVinette K. Pryce and Nomsa Brath

Elombe Brath Way
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OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Compiled by  

Audrey J. Bernard  
Society Editor

On Sunday, October 15, 
2017, the eldest daugh-
ter of Civil Rights leader 

Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton & Dr. 
Kathy Jordan Sharpton along 
with Phillip & Vanessa Bright 
request the community’s pres-
ence at the public union of 
their children Dominique Isis 
Sharpton and Dr. Marcus 
Alan Bright at the Greater Al-
len A.M.E. Cathedral of New 
York Church, 110-31 Merrick 
Boulevard, Jamaica, NY. Rev. 
Margaret Elaine Flake will 
preside over the 3:30 p.m. cere-
mony. Grammy Award-winning 
gospel artist Donnie McClur-
kin will also participate in the 
wedding. The wedding is open 
to the general public because 
much of Dominique Sharpton’s 
life was spent at public rallies 
and National Action Network 
events where many members 
of the community watched her 
grow up. There will be a meet 
and greet reception following 
the ceremony in the Great Hall 
and a private family reception 
off site. Sunday best attire.

* * * * *
Broadway legend Chita 

Rivera will receive a Lifetime 
Spirit Award on Monday, Oc-
tober 16, 2017 at the Spirit 
of East Harlem gala for LSA 
Family Health Service at 
Guastavino’s, 409 East 49th 
Street, NYC at 6pm. The lavish 
funraiser will feature a cocktail 
reception, silent auction, din-
ner, award ceremony and live 
auction to raise essential fund-
ing for LSA’s health, education, 
and family support programs. 
Also being honored are Ralph 
Siciliano, Esq. and The Deer-
field Foundation. The evening 
will include a musical tribute to 
Rivera performed by Doreen 
Montalvo. The Corporate 
Spirit Award will be presented 
to The Deerfield Foundation for 
its commitment to healthcare 
initiatives that benefit children 
from underserved communi-
ties and all people that have 
disease or need healthcare 
services.  The foundation has 
been a long-time supporter of 
LSA’s environmental health 
and nursing programs, which 
seek to cut the disproportion-
ately high rates of asthma and 
infant mortality in East Harlem. 
Siciliano, a partner at Tannen-
baum, Helpern, Syracuse & 
Hirschtritt LLP, will receive 
the Community Spirit Award.  
He served for many years as 
the chairman of the board of 
directors of LSA and remains 
an active board member, help-
ing to lead the agency through a 
period of transition and growth. 
LSA, founded by the Little 
Sisters of the Assumption, 
strengthens and empowers vul-
nerable families and children 
by meeting their basic needs 
for food, healthcare, education 
and a safe home, in the belief 
that affirming families in their 

own dignity improves the entire 
community.  It reaches some of 
the most marginalized families 
in New York City and helps 
them overcome the barriers 
that poverty and isolation pose 
to family health and wellbeing. 
LSA Board Members John 
Capetta and Virginia Cham-
bers will serve as co-chairs 
of the event. Jean Ackerman 
and Paula & Tom McInerney 
are vice chairs. Festive attire. 
Event information can be 
found at SpiritofEastHarlem.
com. For more information, 
contact Asari Beale, director 
of communications, at 646-
672-5200.

* * * * *
The Harlem School of the 

Arts (HSA) is once again trans-
forming The Plaza Hotel into 
an unforgettable masquerade 
benefit gala to raise money 
and awareness surrounding 
their world-class arts education 
facility.

The gala takes places on 
Monday, October 23, 2017 
in the magnificent Grand Ball-
room of The Plaza Hotel, 
Fifth Avenue at Central Park 
South, NYC beginning at 6pm. 
Hosted by Sunny Hostin of 
ABC’s The View, guests are 
encouraged to take part in 
the theme with elaborate and 
festive masquerade masks that 
enhances their black tie ensem-
ble. Previous galas hosted by 
HSA have showcased a who’s 
who in the arts community 
in some of their most festive 
masquerade attire. This year’s 
honorees include: singer, song-
writer, producer and actress 
Mary J. Blige, who will be 
awarded the Dorothy Maynor 
Award; American composer 
Ray Chew, who is set to re-
ceive the Inaugural Alumni 
Award; Tony Award Winner 
for Best Featured Actress, 
Renée Elise Goldsberry for 
the Visionary Artists Award; 
and Debra L. Lee, chairman 
& CEO of BET Networks, who 
will receive the Betty Allen 
Corporate Award. Guests will 
enjoy a preliminary reception 
followed by a sit down dinner, 
complete with performances 
and live auction, offering one-
of-a kind items. The party 
will continue after the gala in 
the Terrace Room with open 
bar, dessert and music by 
D-Nice. “Following the heels 
of Dorothy Maynor, Betty 
Allen and their extraordinary 
dedication to and leadership 
in the arts, we’ll recognize an 
incredible group of artists and 
women at this year’s Gala, 
such as Mary J. Blige, Renée 
Elise Goldsberry, and Debra 
Lee, alongside Ray Chew,” 
says HSA Chairman, Charles 
J. Hamilton, Jr. Esq. “I’m 
proud of HSA’s renewed vi-
tality during these past seven 
years and the Gala marks a 
special time to celebrate HSA’s 
accomplishments of those be-
ing honored while raising vital 
support to continue providing 
students with the transforma-
tional access to the arts for 

which it is known.” Proceeds 
from the gala enable HSA to 
provide over 2,000 students 
access to exceptional arts 
instruction and professional 
development, including finan-
cial aid to families from dis-
advantaged communities and 
merit scholarships to students 
pursuing careers in the arts at 
The Herb Alpert Center.  Tick-
ets are available at: https://
hsanyc.org/gala2017, with 
options to purchase tables, 
single tickets and/or after-par-
ty tickets; donations are also 
accepted via the site. Festive 
masquerade attire. For more 
information contact Rachel 
Bronson or Leesa Raab of 
Bella Public Relations, Inc. 
at 212.868.8183/ r.bronson@
bellapr.com / l.raab@bell-
apr.com.

* * * * *
On Thursday, October 26, 

2017, West Harlem Group 
Assistance, Inc. (WHGA) 
will be celebrating over 4 de-
cades of community building 
and development in the Har-
lem community at their 46th 
Annual Fundraiser Gala. This 
year’s commemorative event 
will take place at ESPACE 
Ballroom, 635 West 42nd 
Street, NYC from 6-9:30pm. 
Honorees are Tony Hillery, 
Adrian Council & Jean Nash 
Wells, Sabrina Lamb and 
Dyana Williams. The event 
will feature a cocktail reception, 
dinner, awards presentation 
and entertainment by sultry 
songstress & songwriter Carol 
Riddick. Confirmed extraordi-
nary corporate sponsors for this 
year’s gala include The Phipps 
Houses Group, Chase, Mega 
Contracting Group, LLC, First 
Republic and BNY Mellon. 
WHGA, a community based 
development corporation, was 
established in 1971 to revitalize 
the under- invested West and 
Central Harlem communities 
riddled with dilapidated and 
abandoned buildings. However 
as Harlem over the past several 
years has experienced substan-
tial economic growth, WHGA 
has expanded its supportive 
and social service programs to 
residents facing displacement. 
WHGA’s core efforts include 
affordable housing develop-
ment and preservation as well 
as asset building initiatives such 
as homeownership and small 
business development. Black tie 
attire. For more information 
call (212) 862-1399 or www.
whgainc.org.

* * * * *
Registration is still open 

for the upcoming epic NYC 
Global Conference taking 
place on Friday, October 27 
and Saturday, 28, 2017 at New 
York’s celebrated Madison 
Square Garden. The Synergy 
Global Forum 2017 (SGF) 
will feature an iconic group of 
master speakers including: Sir 
Richard Branson, Entrepre-
neur and Founder of the Virgin 
Group; Gary Vaynerchuk, 
Leading Marketing Expert and 

Entrepreneur; Jack Welch, 
Legendary Manager and For-
mer General Electric CEO; 
Robin Wright, World-known 
Star of House of Cards and 
Philanthropist; Steve Forbes, 
Chairman and Editor-in-Chief 
of Forbes Media; Nassim Nich-
olas Taleb, Author of “The 
Black Swan” and “Antifrag-
ile”; Simon Sinek, Bestselling 
Author, Motivational Speaker, 
and Sought-After Marketing 
Consultant; Malcolm Glad-
well, Journalist and author 
of bestsellers “Outliers: The 
Story of Success” and “The 
Tipping Point”; Ray Kurzweil, 
Inventor and Futurist; Jimmy 
Wales, Wikipedia Founder; 
Guy Kawasaki, Apple Evan-
gelist and Venture Capitalist; 
and Kimberly Guilfoyle, The 
Fox News Channel Host and 
Award-Winning Prosecutor. 
Known as one of the world’s 
premier business events, SGF’s 
goal is to offer professionals and 
entrepreneurs in Europe, Asia 
and North America an unfor-
gettable experience where they 
have a chance to learn, network, 
share, grow and have fun with 
the brightest minds alive. “We 
are thrilled to reveal our speaker 
list, featuring 11 of the most 
highly regarded leaders in their 
trade in the world,” said Au-
gusto Carrizo, director, New 
York Office, SGF. “We look 
forward to sharing an addition-
al panel, which will be added 
to the line-up, featuring other 
exciting special guests.” SGF’s 
“A Master Class in Disruption” 
was recently named in an article 
on Inc.com as “the powerhouse 
event of the fall” and will offer 
a glimpse into the mind of the 
world’s most legendary living 
leaders.  During the event, these 
11 global icons will gather on 
one stage to discuss today’s most 
cutting edge topics related to 
leadership, innovation, strategy, 
technology, social networks and 
“fake news,” entrepreneurship, 
performance, efficiency, social 
responsibility, intellect and 
growth.  A program can be 
downloaded by visiting www.
synergyglobalforum.com. The 
event is supported by MIT Man-
agement Executive Education, 
NYU Stern, Ivy, and Shapr. Reg-
istration is open for the Forum 
on October 27-28, which will 
include the most recognizable 
and diverse lineup of speakers. 
For over two days 5,500 partic-
ipants will be able to network 
with the best professionals and 
influencers in many industries. 
Opportunities for discounted 
group rates, student rates and 
hotel fairs are also available.

 
* * * * *

On Monday, October 30, 
2017, the Bedford Stuyve-
sant Restoration Corpora-
tion (BSRC) will celebrate 50 
years at the 50th Anniversary 
Restore Brooklyn annual ben-
efit at Cipriani, 110 East 42nd 
Street, NYC at 6:30pm. The 
event will feature a cocktail 
reception, diner & program and 
will honor BRP Companies, 
Citi, The Ford Foundation 

and Maryanne Gilmartin. 
Honorary Chair is Frank-
lin A. Thomas. Lead chairs 
are Goldman Sachs-Urban 
Investment Group, James 
& Elizabeth Pickman and 
James & Veronica Shipp. 
Maurice DuBois, anchor, CBS 
2 News will serve as Master of 
Ceremonies. BSRC has notably 
improved the quality of life of 
Central Brooklyn since 1967. 
The non-profit organization is 
a pillar of strength in a resilient 
community. Business attire. 
For more information call 
Event Producer Dwight John-
son Design at (212) 889-4694-

* * * * *
National Black Leader-

ship Commission on AIDS, 
Inc. (NBLCA) along with C. 
Virginia Fields, NBLCA’s 
president & CEO will cele-
brate its 30th anniversary on 
Tuesday, October 31, 2017, 
from 6-10pm at Gotham Hall, 
1356 Broadway at 36th Street, 
NYC. The commemorative 
event will feature a cocktail 
reception followed by dinner 
and award presentation hon-
oring Dr. Helene D. Gayle, 
Michael Jackson Foundation 
and Mrs. Katherine Jackson. 
NBLCA is educating, mobi-
lizing, and empowering Black 
leaders to meet the challenge 
of fighting HIV/AIDS and other 
health disparities in their local 
communities. Congressman 
Charles B. Rangel will serve 
as gala chair and NBC 4 news 
anchor David Ushery and NY 
1 News anchor Cheryl Wills 
will serve as hosts. Festive 
cocktail or Black tie attire. For 
more information call V.D. 
Thompson a 212-694-0227 or 
vthompson@nyc.rr.com.

* * * * *
The Hearts of Gold (HOG) 

annual All That Glitters Ball 
celebrating 23 years of chang-
ing lives will take place on 
Wednesday, November 1, 
2017 at Capitale, 130 Bow-
ery, NYC from 6-10:30pm. 
The event will feature a VIP 
reception, live auction and af-
ter-party and will be chaired by 
Shelley Schorsch & Nicholas 
Schorsch and Michael Weil 
& Shirley Madhere-Weil with 
HOG’s founder Deborah Koe-
nigsberger. HOG’s Goodwill 
Ambassador Soledad O’Brien 
and Rhonda Ross will serve 
as co-mistress of ceremonies. 
HOG works in partnership 
with homeless mothers and 
their children to effect positive 
sustainable change in their 
lives. Engaging with HOG’s 
programs, the moms and kids 
gain the knowledge, skills and 
confidence they need to become 
fully productive members of 
society. The language of “can’t” 
becomes the language of “can,” 
and the cycle of homelessness is 
broken. Themed “Reimagining 
the future of homeless mothers 
and children, together,” the host 
sponsor is AR Global. Black 
tie optional. For additional 
information call (212) 206-
1461 or www.heartsofgold.org.
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By Dedra N. Tate#HotOffThePress

Dedra N. Tate

Hip Hop comes home to the Boogie Down Bronx

The Universal Hip Hop 
Museum (UHHM) held 
its Inaugural Black Tie 

Banquet Fundraiser at the ele-
gant Eastwood Manor, located 
in the Bronx. The evening was 
a dream come true for UHHM 
board of trustee’s member 
Reggie Peters, who with an 
assist from his sister Robin E, 
set out to create an event where 

Hip Hop legends, industry ex-
ecutives, media and lovers of 
the genre would be able to put 
on their finest wares and spray 
paint the town red!

UHHM Chairman Kurtis 
Blow, executive director Rocky 
Bucano, founding member 
Cutman LG and their team 
were overjoyed with the tre-
mendous amount of support 
from those who came out to 
celebrate the evening’s hon-
orees. Hip Hop’s master of 
the turntables, Grandmaster 
Flash, and legendary club 
owner Sal Abbatiello, owner 
of Disco Fever were grateful 
to be recognized amongst their 
longtime friends and peers.

The host for the soiree was 
none other than Hot 97’s Shani 
Kulture and the dance floor 
stayed jam packed thanks to the 
mixologist du jour, DJ Knuck-
les. As Knuckles played old 
school jam after jam, it was only 
a matter of time before he put the 
needle down on a Kurtis Blow 
classic, which led to an impromp-
tu performance of Daydreaming, 
AJ and These Are The Breaks.

Also on hand for the fes-
tivities were UHHM Bronx 
Point Project partners Adam 
Watson and Josue Sanchez of 
L+M Development Partners, 
Inc. and Type A’s Jill Craw-
ford, who attended with hubby 
Craig Tooman.

The banquet was just the 
beginning of UHHM’s fund-
raising efforts as they outreach 
to fans, those who live a Hip 
Hop lifestyle and pioneers who 
paved the way to support their 

mission and purpose to build a 
permanent home, in the Bronx, 
for future generations to enjoy 
for many years to come.

The UHHM team is currently 

running a Spot.Fund/HipH-
op campaign where fans from 
around the world can donate as 
little as one ($1) dollar to help 
build the museum. You can 
also look for the UHHM Icon 

Awards, being held on January 
25, 2018 at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC). 
For more information about the 
UHHM visit www.uhhm.org 
(Photos By: Dedra N. Tate)

Cutman LG, Rocky 
Bucano

Eric Lee, Ed Young, 
Dr, Karen Young

Craig Tooman, Jill Crawford, Josue Sanchez, 
Adam Watson UHHM Party Favors

Jason Swanston, Re-
nee Foster

Dupre “Doitall” Kelly, 
Dee Acevedo

Beverly & Troy Shel-
ton

Cynthia Horner, Ken 
The Photographer

Will Mosley, Juhanna 
Rogers

Hot 97 FM’s Shani 
Kulture

Robin E, Reggie 
Peters

DJ Knuckles

UHHM Chairman Kurtis Blow

Kathy Lovinsky, Omere Bosse, Jamie Foster BrownKim Bucano, Rocky Bucano, 
Dorena Scott

Mickey Abbatiello, Grandmaster Flash, Sal Abbatiello, Mark 
Green
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
On October 10, presidential 

elections were held in Liberia to 
determine who will succeed Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Africa’s 
first elected woman president, who 
has served for 12 years. There are 
20 registered candidates eying the 
Liberian presidency, including one 
woman, MacDella Cooper, 40, 
former NY model turned philan-
thropist, who ran in city’s A-list 
circles. Current Vice President Jo-
seph Boakai, Mr WGeorge Manneh 
Weah, former soccer star, erstwhile 
paramour of Ms. Cooper; Benoni 
Urey, country’s richest man; Al-
exander Cummings , former Coca 
Cola executive; and Prince Johnson, 
former war lord are among the 20 
contestants. To be sure, there will be 
a runoff unless one of the candidates 
scores 50% of the votes. Sirleaf 
shifts support from one candidate 
to another. It is rumored that she 
will relocate to Kenya and transfer 
some ofher key assets there after 
the election.

Spain and Iraq are not the only 
nations dealing with separatist 
groups, the Catalonians and the 
Kurds, respectively, who both held 

recent referendums. In Nigeria, a 
separatist group in the southeast 
wants independence. This is 50 
years after the civil war which 
claimed the lives of 1 million lives 
for the selfsame matter. . Nigerian 
president Muhmmadu Buhari has 
identified the Indigenous People of 
Biafra, a terrorist organization. His 
government also has to deal with 
the terrorist Boko Haram in the 
northeast. ….. After independence 
the former British part of Camer-
oon and the former French part of 
Cameroon united evolving into a 
Francophone entity. Anglophone 
and Franchophone Cameroon is not 
harmonious. English Cameroonians 
want independence.

WRITERS/READERS
Bob Law, former WWRL Night 

Talk host will interview Dr. Claud 
Anderson, who is promoting his 
new book, “A BLACK HISTORY 
READER, 101 Questions You 
Never Thought to Ask,” at Mist 
Harlem, located at 46 West 116 
Street, Harlem, on October 28. Call 
718.636.1967

Read Harlem business woman 
Yvonne Stafford’s 9/29 Crain’s 
NY Magazine op-ed “As Small 
Businesses Disappear, City Gov-
ernment Stands Idly By: Rising 
Rents, Gentrification and Upzon-
ings Are Erasing the Character of 

Historic Commercial Strips. Essay 
resonates with people who once 
lived in the city’s ethnic-specific 
neighborhoods.

NEWSMAKERS
Special birthday greetings to 

Tuskegee Airman Reginald Brew-
ster, who turned 100 last week. A 
Harlem resident, a retired lawyer, 
centenarian Brewster’s eyes no lon-
ger work but his hands deftly play 
classical piano daily. His memories 
of the Tuskegee Airmen, his war days 
in England are graphic and lucid. 
The Tuskegee Airmen, US military 
personnel, were exceptional African 
American aviators and one of the 
most respected fighter groups during 
WWII. They paved the way for the 
full integration of the US military.

RIP: Virgo Hardware founder 
Altiman Armstrong, 88, died. The 
Jamaica-born handyman, with mul-
tiple skill sets relocated with Harlem, 
NY in the 1970s and opened Virgo 
Hardware on Lenox at 129 Street 
where he stocked hardware items 
and provided locksmith, plumbing, 
and masonry services. Armstrong 

moved VIRGO, his zodiac sign, to 
188 Lenox Avenue in the 80s, where 
it is one of Central Harlem’s oldest 
Black- owned business.

RIP: Judge Walter Stone's  tran-
sition was referenced in this column 
last week. I misspelled his son’s 
name which is Hunter, not Hunger.

RIP: Mike Hodges, 70, passed. 
Actor and labor union executive, 
Hodges was the president of New 
York City SAG (Screen Actors Guild) 
AFTRA. A celebration of his life 
will be held at the Directors Guild 
Of America, on October 17 at 2 pm.

HIGHER LEARNING
The 2018 US News and World 

Report list of The Top 80 Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities ( 
HBCUs) The following list includes 
the top 10 of 55 ranked schools in 
descending order 1) Spelman College 

2) Howard University 3)Hampton Uni-
versity 4) Morehouse College 5) Xavi-
er A&M, University 6) Florida A&M 
University 6) Tuskegee University 8) 
NC A&T State 9) Clafin University 9) 
Fisk University 11) Dillard University

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

USA/WEEK IN REVIEW
The State of The Union: Just when 

you thought that you heard it all, Re-
publican

US Senator Bob Corker said last 
week. “I think that Secretary Tillerson,

Secretary Jim Mattis and White 
House Chief of Staff John Kelly are 
those people that help separate our 
country from chaos,” meaning Trump, 
POTUS 45.

Corker continued saying that he 
feared that Trump was steering the na-
tion on the path to WWIII. Coker is the 
lone GOP messenger who confirmed 
the White House incompetence.

What is the White House do-
ing about the humanitarian crisis in 
America’s Caribbean territories like 
territories, Puerto Rico and the US 
Virgin Islands. What benefits accrued 
to PR and USVI after the Trump “paper 
towel” visit last week.

An entire region is disabled because 
of energy and power shortages. Why 
do the Caribbean Basin countries not 
take advantage of its greatest natural 
resource, the sun and the supply of 
energy it provides.

Notes on race: The Dove marketing 
culture has a problem with Black wom-
en, white women and racism in its ads. 
The latest Dove racist ad emerged last 
week in the digital world. It opens with 
a Black woman, who morphs into a 
lighter woman who morphs into a white 
woman. Hence Black woman goes from 

dirty Black who cleanses herself to 
whiteness. Dove soap items are Unile-
ver products. In 2011 there was a Dove 
ad with three women, standing next to 
each other. This is not the first time. A 
2011 Dove ad with three women, each 
standing side with the Black woman on 
the far left with alleged bad skin. The 
second woman is lighter and the third 
one is the lightest who boasts smooth 
skin. The ad copy next to the woman 
#3 read, “Visibly more beautiful skin.”

Dove marketing formula is traveling 
from Black and dirty to white and

clean. Perhaps, it is time to boycott 
the Unilever product brands which are 
legion. Remove the following brands 
from your shopping carts: Hellman’s, 
Lipton, Knorr, Vaseline, Breyers. Dove 
needs to hire some Black people to 
improve their race sensitivities

WHAT’S GOING ONBy Victoria Horsford 

NEW YORK, NY
Is the Obama clan fated to become 

New Yorkers? Rumors run rampant that 
Barack and Michelle are about to pur-
chase a coop unit at 10 Gracie Square, 
on Manhattan’s Upper East Side.

HARLEM: Yes, Barry Jenkins di-
rector of the 2017 Oscar winning film 
MOONLIGHT, about the lives o f poor, 
dark Black people, greeted the Manhat-
tan Community Board 10 general meet-
ing on 10/5 to talk about his next film 
an adaptation of James Baldwin’s novel 
“If Beale Street Could Talk”which will 
be shot on location in Harlem consistent 
with the Baldwin family’s wishes and 
Jenkins. Film production begins in late 
October with lots of exterior shots on 
Edgecombe Avenue.

The First  Cor inthian Baptist 
Church, on Adam Clayton Powell 
Boulevard at 116 Street, Harlem, hosts 
Community Conversations on Health 
and Wellness on October 21, from 12-2 
pm, and everyone is invited. Featured 
speakers at the “Overcoming Stress 

and Achieving Wellness “ talk, include 
First Lady of NYC Chirlane McCray, 
FCBH Sr Pastor Rev. Dr Walrond; Dr. 
Gary Belkin NYC Mental Health Com-
missioner; and Dr. Sidney Hankerson, 
Columbia University Medical School 
. Food and massage will be available; 
and health insurance signups are some 
of event highlights.

ARTS/CULTURE WORLD.
The Columbia University Center 

for Jazz Studies presents the ARM-
STRONG CONTINUUM (as in Louis 
)with performances by Jon Batiste and 
Wycliffe Gordon, at the Miller Theater, 
located at Broadway at 116 Street on 
October 12.

The Essie Green Galleries new 
exhibit RECOLLECTIONS, features 
works by Romare Bearden, Allen String-
fellow, Geraldine McCullough, James 
Van Der Zee and Arthur Coppedge, 
opens with a reception on October 14 
at 419A Convent Avenue, 148 Street, 
Harlem. Call 212.368. 9635

MacDella Cooper

Yvonne Stafford

Reginald Brewster

Bob Corker

Barry Jenkins

Jon Batiste
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

At Sugar Bar

Charlene Makes Their Songs Her Own
By Don Thomas

Charlene Moore, is a Gos-
pel/R&B singing sensa-
tion, hailing from Cali-

fornia’s Bay Area, who recently 
returned to popular Ashford 
& Simpson’s Sugar Bar Sup-
perclub in Manhattan for an 
encore performance following 
a sold-out engagement there, 
months earlier. What makes 
Moore so appealing “musical-
ly speaking” is her ability to 
cover million-selling recording 
artists’ songs making them her 
own, with her unique baritone 
styling, flowing throughout the 
atmosphere.

Moore also gives the orig-
inal artist big-time props and 
related storylines before ren-
dering their lyrics. Her devoted 
fans show their appreciation by 
showering her with thunderous 
applause of approval.

Not only does Charlene belt 
out each song with her own 
soulful spin, she also without 
beckoning, manages to get the 
audience to sing-along (yours 
truly) included, while others 
sway back-and-forth in their 
seats.

Accompanied by a live band 
and three awesome backup 
singers, Moore on piano un-
leashed a bevy of soulful classic 
R&B songs recorded by the 
likes of late great Teddy Pend-
ergrass (So Good Loving Some-
body), and Living Legends Al 
Green (So In Love With You), 
Aretha Franklin (Chain, Chain, 
Chain), Betty Wright (No Pain, 
No Gain), Dorothy Moore 
(Misty Blue), Smokey Robin-
son (Tracks of My Tears), Sly 
and the Family Stone (Thank 
You), Stevie Wonder (Signed, 
Sealed and Delivered), Gladys 
Knight & the Pips (Midnight 

Train to Georgia), Patti LaBelle 
(I Love You) and so many oth-
ers. Whenever you hear Char-
lene Moore will be performing 
in your area, make sure you 
check her out.

MORE ABOUT 
CHARLENE 
MOORE

Charlene Moore credits 
include the appearances on the 
David Lettermen and Oprah 
Show. She has also performed 
with Martha Wash

and Aaron Hall, and in com-
mercials for Alamo, Dodge, 
Mazda and Nissan.

Moore is not just know as 
a “gospel singer” she has per-
formed with R&B recording 
artists such as Martha Wash, 
Jocelyn Brown, Michael Mc-
Donald, Jeanie Tracy, Victor 
Cook, the late Izora Rhodes 
Armstead, Sylvester, Dr. John, 
The Charlie Daniels Band, 
Maria Muldaur – along with 
Bob Wier.

She toured with The Weath-
er Girls for 10 years as the musi-
cal director, appeared on many 
shows such as Arsenio Hall, 
Joan Rivers, Garry Shandling, 
Jay Leno. Moore auditioned for 
Showtime at The Apollo and 
has performed at many clubs 
including Catch One (L.A.), 
Studio 54, Palladium and Sweet 
Waters in Manhattan, and Ruby 
Skyy in San Francisco.

In 2005 Charlene was fea-
tured on Jay-J CD entitled 
“Connected.” She sang “With 
Him” which is a “house-gos-
pel.” The song hit the Billboard 
Charts and is still a favorite in 
the UK and Europe.

Moore toured in Yokoha-
ma Japan November 15, 2007 
through February 15, 2008. 

She is member of the Bay 
Area Chapter of NABFEME 
based in NYC. Thanks to her 
girlfriend Brenda Vaughn, they 
are doing their thing in Japan 
– plus they work together in 
the NABFEME organization, 
networking and meeting more 
strong women of color who 
have goals and purpose.

Charlene still fulfills her 
duties at City of Refuge United 
Church of Christ where Bish-
op Yvette Flunder is pastor in 

San Francisco, having skilled 
friends like Maverick Howard 
to cover her by playing for the 
Choir and the service when she 
is out of town.

Ministers Ann Jefferson and 
Yvonne Evans and her daughter 
Jovann Jones keep the music 
and the Choir going. The Ref-
ugees are Charlene’s family and 
she is loved by them. Stay tune 
for more positive things hap-
pening with Charlene Moore 
in 2017-2018.

Charlene Moore
Charlene poses with awesome backup singers
(Photo: Ronnie Wright)

Charlene on piano at Sugar Bar
(Photo: Ronnie Wright)
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AUDREY'S REEL WHIRL
21st Urbanworld Film Festival wrap-up

By Audrey J. Bernard  
Film Reviewer

The famed Urbanworld Film 
Festival (UFF) founded by Stacy 
Spikes just wrapped up its 21st 

annual film festival (urbanworld.org) 
on Saturday, September 23, 2017 at 
the AMC Empire 25 Theatres, 234 
West 42nd Street, Times Square, NYC. 
Presented by REVOLT with founding 
partner HBO, UFF is the nation’s 
largest competitive multicultural film 
festival. During the popular festival run 
UFF screened 80 selections and hosted 
numerous digital, music and spotlight 
events before concluding with an awards 
brunch hosted by writer, actress and 
sketch comedian Robin Thede, creator 
and host of BET’s “The Rundown,” at 
Tribeca Grill Loft in New York City.

The opening night film was leg-
endary music executive Irv “Gotti” 
Lorenzo’s new BET music show, 
“Tales,” a scripted anthology series 
of “song stories,” using lyrics of 
classic and current hip-hop songs and 
recreating them into mini-movies. 
The closing night film was the much 
anticipated “Marshall” about the first 
Black judge to be appointed to the 
United States Supreme Court after 
his iconic victory in Brown v. Board 
of Education. Other UFF highlights 
included Fetty Wap’s “Trap Queen,” 
the thought-provoking HBO documen-
tary “Baltimore Rising,” and OWN 
TV’s “Queen Sugar.”  

This was one of UFF’s most 
star-studded festivals ever! Luminaries 
such as Kate Hudson, Ava DuVernay, 
Chadwick Boseman, Sterling K. 
Brown, Josh Gad, Gabourey Sidibe, 
Rutina Wesley, Kofi Siriboe, Dawn-Ly-
en Gardner, Andra Day, Irv “Gotti” 
Lorenzo, Tamron Hall, and directors 
Melvin Van Peebles, Julie Dash, and 
Reginald Hudlin were spotted having a 
grand old time!

The festival concluded with the 
announcement of the award winners for 
the best screenplay, documentary feature, 
narrative short, narrative feature (U.S. 
and World Cinema) and music video, as 
well as the audience award categories and 
the three Young Filmmaker finalists. The 
21st Annual Urbanworld Film Festival 
winners are:

Best Narrative Feature (U.S. Cin-
ema) – Varsity Punks - Directed by 
Anthony Solorzano

http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/
varsity-punks

(Presented by ARRAY - $5,000 
Prize)

Honorable Mention – Alaska Is A 
Drag – Directed by Shaz Bennet

http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/
alaska-is-a-drag

The Jury:
Angela Northington, SVP, Content 

Acquisitions, RLJ Entertainment
Jesse Collins, CEO, Jesse Collins 

Entertainment & JCE Films
Mike Jackson, Partner & Producer, 

Get Lifted Film Co.
Tilane Jones, Executive Director, 

ARRAY
Tim Story, CEO, The Story Com-

pany

Best Narrative Feature (World 
Cinema) – Tourments D’Amour / Tor-
ments of Love - Directed by Caroline

Jules
http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/

torments-of-love
(Presented by ARRAY)
Honorable Mention – Catching 

Feelings – Directed by Kagiso Lediga
http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/

catching-feelings
The Jury:
Gheeta Ghandbir, Award-Winning 

Director/Producer/Editor, G2P2 Films
Moikgantsi Kgama, Founder & 

Executive Director, ImageNation Foun-
dation

Rob Hardy, Writer/Director/Produc-
er, Rainforest Entertainment

Best Narrative Short – Flip The 
Record - Directed by Marie Jamora

http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/
flip-the-record

(Presented by AT&T - $5,000 Prize)
Honorable Mention – Big City – Di-

rected by Jordan Bond and Ryan Lachlan
http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/

big-city
The Jury:
Chris Grunden, VP, Film Program-

ming, HBO
Christine Davila, Creative Executive, 

Scripted Content, Stage 13
Keith Clinkscales, Founder & CEO, 

First World Media
Tamir Muhammad, Executive Di-

rector, Content & Artist Development, 
Time Warner Inc.

Best Feature Documentary – 
Milwaukee 53206– Directed by Keith 
McQuirter

http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/
milwaukee-53206

(Presented by HBO - $5,000 Prize)
Honorable Mention for Short Docu-

mentary—Waiting for Hassana – Direct-
ed by Ifunanya Maduka

The Jury:
Jackie Glover, SVP, Documentary 

Films, HBO
Leslie Fields Cruz, Executive Di-

rector, National Black Programming 
Consortium

Yoruba Richen, Award-Winning 
Director/Writer/Producer

Best Music Video – Can I Exist 
(featuring Missio) – Directed by Jeff Ray

http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/
missio-can-i-exist

The Jury:
Camille Hackney, EVP, Brand 

Partnerships & Commercial Licensing, 
Atlantic Records

Ron Worthy, Founder & Editor in 
Chief, Soulhead.com

Shawn Peters, Award-Winning Cin-
ematographer

Best Screenplay – Pale Horse – 
Written by Chris Courtney Martin

http://www.urbanworld.org/screen-
plays

(Presented by BET Networks - 
$5,000 Prize)

Honorable Mention: Muted – Writ-
ten by Brandi Nicole Payne

The Jury:
Jennifer Mayer, Screenwriter & 

Playwright
Jeremy Pikser, VP, Writer’s Guild of 

America East
Kate Hagen, Director of Community, 

The Black List
Tamara Gregory, Senior Director, 

Original Programming, BET

Young Filmmaker Finalists
(Presented by REVOLT – All ex-

pense paid trip to REVOLT Music Con-
ference, October 12-15 in Miami where 

the winner will be announced.)
Curiosities of the Quiet Boy – Direct-

ed by Quran Squire
http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/

curiosities-of-the-quiet-boy
Laced – Directed by David F. For-

tune
http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/

laced
Sad Mobius – Directed by Kiho Song
http://urbanworld.org/2017/sad-mo-

bius
The Jury:
Andre Harrell, Vice Chairman, 

REVOLT
Eva Marcille, Actress
Stacy Spikes, Founder, Urbanworld 

Film Festival

Audience Awards
Best Feature – Shine – Directed by 

Anthony Nardolillo
http://www.urbanworld.org/2017/

shine
Best Short – The Tale of Four - Di-

rected by Gabourey Sidibe
http://urbanworld.org/2017/the-

tale-of-four

The festival’s presenting partners 
were AT&T and REVOLT. Along with 
founding partner HBO, key supporters 
included prestige partner BET Networks, 
as well as premiere partners Comcast 
NBCUniversal and OWN: Oprah Win-
frey Network. Industry partner sup-
porters include Time Warner, Warner 
Bros., Stage 13, Urban Movie Channel, 
AMC Independent, Directors Guild of 
America and Writers Guild of America 
East. Village Voice, Uptown and New 
York Amsterdam News served as media 
partners. The 22 Annual Urbanworld 
Film Festival will be in New York in 
September 2018 and Staci R. Collins 
Jackson, The Collins Jackson Agency, 
will once again handle the media with 
her usual aplomb and efficacy. (Photos 
by Dedra N. Tate and courtesy UFF)

About UFF
Urbanworld Film Festival was 

launched in August 1997 by founder 
Stacy Spikes, a former executive at 

Miramax and October Films. With esti-
mated attendance reaching over 15,000, 
the five-day festival anchored in film 
showcases narrative features, documen-
taries, short films, spotlight screenings 
and live staged screenplay readings; the 
Urbanworld Digital track focuses on 
digital panels and workshops; and the 
Urbanworld Music franchise highlights 
emerging talent in live performances 
during festival events. Over the last 20 
years, Hollywood studios and indie film 
distributors, as well as established and 
emerging filmmakers, have consistently 
chosen Urbanworld to premiere box of-
fice and award-winning hits. The Urban-
world Film Festival is an initiative of the 
Urbanworld Foundation Inc. Gabrielle 
Glore serves as Festival Director & Head 
of Programming. The organization’s 
website is www.urbanworld.org.

About Revolt Media
Revolt is focused on expertly cu-

rating the best of the best in music and 
engaging youth in social conversation 
– on-air, on-line, on-demand. The multi-
genre, multi-platform network offers 
breaking music news, videos, artist 
interviews, exclusive performances, and 
original programming. Attracting over 50 
million young adults through television, 
digital properties, social and mobile, 
REVOLT is accessible 24/7 – anytime, 
anywhere, any screen. Launched in 
broadcast in October 2013, REVOLT is 
available on DIRECTV, AT&T U-verse 
TV, Charter Spectrum, Comcast Xfinity, 
Verizon FiOS, CenturyLink Prism TV, 
Suddenlink, Frontier Communications, 
Comporium and Cincinnati Bell, as 
well as OTT platforms DIRECTV Now, 
FuboTV and FilmOn. REVOLT is also 
available internationally in Africa on 
Kwese TV, in the Bahamas on Cable 
Bahamas, the Cayman Islands on Westel, 
in Jamaica, Barbados, Nevis, Anguilla 
and Trinidad on Digicel, and in Trinidad 
on Massy Communications. Check local 
listings at https://revolt.tv/listings.

Woody McClain, Michelle 
Mitchenor, Irv Gotti Julie Dash, Ava DuVernay

Cast of Last Looks & direc-
tor Cierra Glaude

Cast of Queen Sugar & direc-
tor Ava DuVernay

Gabrielle 
Glore

Grand Jury Prize for Best 
Documentary presented 
by HBO to Director Keith 
McQuirter

UFF Ambassa-
dor & Marshall 
director Regi-
nald Hudlin Cast & producer of Double Play

Wendy Washington, Karu F. Dan-
iels, Lisa Cortes, Dyana Williams

Caralene Robinson, Crystal Wha-
ley & cast of The Bill

Brett Dismuke, 
Marquis Smalls

Cast of Marshall Sterling K. 
Brown, Kate Hudson, Chadwick 
Boseman, Josh Gad

Producers & cast of Blackout (Photo by 
Ronnie Wright)

Mustafa Shakir, Tracey 
Moore

Malcolm Barrett, Rutina Wes-
ley, Nicholas L. Ashe
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BOOKIN’ IT

Plane Crash Survivors Bond

By Kam Williams Senior 
Movie Critic

“A Question of 
Faith”

Faith-based films ordinari-
ly have limited appeal be-
yond the Christian com-

munity because most tend to 
be heavy-handed morality plays 
just preaching to the choir. “A 
Question of Faith” represents a 
refreshing change of pace, since 
it downplays the proselytizing 
in favor of character develop-
ment and a compelling plot.

This carefully-crafted, mod-
ern parable explores a timely 
mix of worldly and spiritual 
themes in a way apt to entertain 
Bible thumpers and sinners 
alike. The picture was directed 
by Kevan Otto who recruited 
quite an impressive ensemble 
to execute Ty Manns’ multi-lay-
ered script.

Credit the capable cast for 
disappearing so thoroughly 
into their parts that it’s easy to 

forget you’re watching actors 
after just a few minutes. One 
of the stars is Kim Fields who’s 
probably still best known for 
the iconic role of (Tootie) she 
originated on the TV sitcom, 
“Different Strokes,” and con-
tinued to play for close to a 
decade on the hit spin-off, 
“The Facts of Life.”

The film unfolds in the City 
of Atlanta where we’re intro-
duced to three families dealing 
with serious life issues. Theresa 
Newman (Fields) is worried 
that her workaholic husband 
(Richard T. Jones) remains 

so obsessed with taking over 
as senior pastor of the church 
from his father (Gregory Alan 
Williams) that he might break 
yet another promise to attend 
their younger son’s (Caleb T. 
Thomas) basketball game.

Elsewhere, we find aspiring 
Gospel Singer Michelle Daniel-
sen (Amber Thompson) being 
pressured to perform at a record 
company audition by her cash-
strapped father (C. Thomas 
Howell). Overbearing John’s 
ostensibly more concerned 
with avoiding an impending 
collapse of his own business 

than with diagnosing the cause 
of his daughter’s debilitating, 
recurring headaches.

Lastly, we have restaurant 
owner Katie Hernandez (Jaci 
Velasquez) reminding her reck-
less daughter Maria (Karen 
Valero) to stop texting behind 
the wheel while making de-
liveries. She doesn’t want the 
high school senior to do any-
thing that might jeopardize her 
chances of becoming the first 
in the family to attend college.

These parallel storylines 
eventually converge by chance 
and in very dramatic fashion. 

Since it would be unfair to spoil 
any of the ensuing develop-
ments, suffice to say that the pro-
tagonists are challenged to rise 
to the occasion in different ways 
as their fates further intertwine.

A very moving tale of re-
demption which not only reveals 
God’s grace but makes a case 
for cross-cultural tolerance 
that’s sorely-needed in these 
divided times. EXCELLENT 
(4 stars). Rated PG for mature 
themes. Running time: 104 min-
utes. Production Studio: Silver 
Lining Entertainment. Distrib-
utor: Pure Flix Entertainment.

“Pretty Powerful,” Appearance, Substance and Success
By Kam Williams

“Pretty powerful” is 
the understanding 
that, as women, we 

have the duality of both ‘pret-
ty’ and ‘substance’ that can 
(and should) be maximized 
to achieve any success we set 
our minds to... While there are 
significant challenges along 
the way... we have incredible 
choice around how we utilize 
our appearance, coupled with 
our substance...

“This book... is for women 
who know they are exceptional, 
who desire to be successful, and 
who strive toward greatness 
in all the opportunities life 
presents to them. This book 
is for those who understand 
that womanhood is a strength 
that, when fully embraced, is 
unstoppable.

“This book is for and about 
the Pretty Powerful.”— Ex-
cerpted from the Preface (pages 
xv-xvii). Remember you heard 
it here first: Eboni K. Williams 
is well on her way to becoming 
the next Oprah Winfrey. So, 
appreciate her now and avoid 

the rush! Like her role model, 
who represented the State of 
Tennessee in the Miss Black 
America contest,

Eboni got her start in pag-
eants, from vying for the cov-
eted Miss Cinderella Crown as 
a child to finishing as the first 

runner-up in the Miss North 
Carolina competition as an 
adult.

As brainy as she is beautiful, 
the attorney-turned-talk show 
host has admittedly leveraged 
both her intellect and looks into 
a promising career on WABC 
radio and Fox News TV. You 
can now add “Author” to this 
rising star’s impressive resume, 
as she has just released her first 
book: “Pretty Powerful.”

The groundbreaking how-to 
tome puts forth the proposition 
that it’s perfectly respectable 
for females to be as sexy as 
they are cerebral in pursuit 
of professional success. That 
unorthodox advice flies in the 
face of the conventional think-
ing which would have women 
downplay their pulchritude 
while climbing the corporate 
ladder in order to avoid being 

dismissed as bimbos.
HERE,  however, Eboni 

reflects upon her own experi-
ences walking back and forth 
across the line between fierce 
and flirtatious personas. She’s 
assisted in making her case by 
anecdotal evidence furnished 
by a number of accomplished 
colleagues who share her dar-
ing approach: Johnson Pub-
lishing CEO Desirée Rogers, 
OJ Prosecutor Marcia Clark, 
and conservative political 
pundit Monica, to name a few.

Don’t hesitate to purchase 
this practical primer so full 
of priceless pearls of wis-
dom it amounts to the literary 
equivalent of buying in bulk! 
To order a copy of “Pretty 
Powerful,” visit: https://www.
amazon.com/exec/obidos/
ASIN/1635966620/ref%3d-
nosim/thslfofire-20

Author Eboni K. Williams

Idris Elba and Kate Winslet in “The Mountains Between Us”
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CCCA's 2017 evening of dance 
Compiled by  

Audrey J. Bernard

City College Center for 
the Arts (CCCA) is join-
ing forces with the José 

Limón Dance Foundation 
to present the Limón Dance 
Company in concert on Tues-
day, October 24 at 7:00 p.m.  
The festive dance presentation 
will take place at Aaron Davis 
Hall as the Limón Dance Com-
pany brings two of his most 
acclaimed works to Harlem 
audiences for the first time. 
The company, named after 
trailblazing dancer-choreog-
rapher José Limón, known 
for his masculine dancing and 
dramatic choreography, will 
include two of his masterpiec-
es. The works of a generation 
of three emerging dancers will 
also be performed

A titan of modern dance, 
José Limón was recognized for 
both his visionary choreogra-
phy and for helping audiences 
reimagine the role of male 
dancers through his visceral, 
powerful performances. Born 
in Mexico, Limón’s career in 
dance began after he moved to 
New York City where he stud-
ied under the tutelage of Doris 
Humphrey and Charles Weid-
man. Founding the Limón 
Dance Company in 1946, he 
went on to establish himself as 
a trailblazer, introducing new 
techniques and choreograph-
ing pieces that have gone on to 
become standards of American 
dance.

Two of Limón’s most cel-
ebrated works, both of which 
premiered at the American 
Dance Festival, will be per-
formed.  The Moor’s Pavane: 
Variations on the Theme of 
Othello, one of Limón’s mas-
terpieces, premiered in August 
1949. Created to music by En-
glish composer Henry Purcell 
in the form of a pavane, a stately 
dance of the 16th century, it tells 
the story of the hapless Moor, 
his wrongfully suspected wife, 
his treacherous friend and his 
friend’s wife.

The four characters portray 
the tragedy of Everyman, and 
the ballet is, therefore, timeless 
in its implications. The Moor’s 
Pavane has been staged by Li-
mon reconstructors for Amer-
ican Ballet Theatre, the Paris 
Opera Ballet, the Royal Danish 
Ballet and other major compa-
nies around the world.  A Cho-
reographic Offering premiered 
in August 1964. Set to music 

by J.S. Bach, the work was 
created as a tribute to Limon’s 
mentor, Doris Humphrey. It is 
based on movements from her 
dances and contains variations, 
paraphrases and motifs from 14 
of Humphrey works. The suite 
has been staged for companies 
in Canada, South America and 
Europe.

As part of their mission is 
to present classic pieces by 
José Limón and to provide a 
platform for emerging talent, 
the Limón Dance Company will 
also present bold new dance 
works by Adam Barruch, Ros-
ie Herrera and Yin Yue. The 
evening’s program also has the 
honor of serving as the compa-
ny’s first public performance in 
Harlem following the group’s 
move to the Everett Center for 
the Performing Arts in the sto-
ried New York neighborhood 
two years ago.

  “The José Limón Dance 
Foundation is honored to call 

Harlem its home and thrilled 
to have the City College Cen-
ter for the Arts as a partner 
in this important community 
endeavor for years to come,” 
said Juan José Escalante, 
executive director of the José 
Limón Foundation.

“The rich history and cho-
reographic masterpieces creat-
ed by José Limón make him an 
American treasure and we are 

so delighted to partner with The 
José Limón Dance Foundation 
to make this special perfor-
mance possible,” said CCCA 
Managing Director Gregory 
Shanck.

Tickets for the performance 
are $20 for general admission 
and $10 for seniors, students 
and veterans.  Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.city-
collegecenterforthearts.org or 
by calling the box office at (212) 
650-6900. Patrons wishing 
to buy tickets in person may 
visit the Aaron Davis Hall Box 
Office Tuesday through Friday 
from 12 noon to 6 p.m.

Aaron Davis Hall is locat-
ed on the campus of the City 
College of New York, at West 
135th Street and Convent Av-
enue (129 Convent Avenue, 
NYC). City College Center for 
the Arts can be followed on 
Twitter at @ccnyarts. The José 
Limón Dance Foundation can 
be followed on Twitter and In-
stagram at @LimonDance. For 
more information on this pro-
gram and other events at Aaron 
Davis Hall, please visit: www.
citycollegecenterforthearts.org.

DANCE

About the City College 
Center for the Arts

The City College Center for the Arts hosts an ambitious, 
year-round calendar of student and professional performances. 
The mission of the City College Center for the Arts is to provide 
a creative arts center and focal point for the City College of 
New York, building a sense of community within the College, 
elevating the profile of Aaron Davis Hall in the greater New 
York area, and connecting the College to the surrounding 
community through the arts.

About The Limón Dance Company
The Limón Dance Com-

pany (LDC) has been at the 
vanguard of dance since its 
inception in 1946, distinguish-
ing itself as the first dance 
group to tour internationally 
under the auspices of the 
State Department and the 
first modern dance company 
to perform at Lincoln Center 
in New York, as well as per-
forming twice at The White 
House. Thematically, founder 
José Limón possessed a social 
awareness that transcended 

distinct groups to address how 
we all search for commonality, 
earning him a special place 
in American culture.  With 
their arresting visual clarity, 
theatricality and rhythmic and 
musical life, his works contin-
ue to influence the evolution 
of the art form more than 40 
years after his passing. The 
Company has developed a rep-
ertory of unparalleled breadth 
to complement the classics by 
its founders Humphrey and 
Limón. This oeuvre represents 

44 choreographers and 45 
new commissions/acquisi-
tions by such luminaries as 
Lar Lubovitch, Doug Varone, 
Donald McKayle, Murray 
Louis, Susanne Linke, Mer-
edith Monk, Jiří Kylián and 
now Kate Weare. The José 
Limón Dance Foundation, en-
compassing the Company and 
the educational and licensing 
Institute, was awarded a 2008 
National Medal of the Arts, 
the nation’s highest honor for 
artistic excellence.

About The Founder/
Choreographer

José Limón (1908-1972) electrified the world with his dy-
namic masculine dancing and dramatic choreography. One of 
the 20th century’s most important and influential dance makers, 
he spent his career pioneering a new art form and fighting for 
its recognition. Born in Culiacán, Mexico in 1908, he moved to 
California in 1915, and in 1928 came to New York where he saw 
his first dance program. Limón enrolled in Doris Humphrey and 
Charles Weidman’s dance school and performed in several of 
their works from 1930 to 1940. In 1946, with Doris Humphrey 
as Artistic Director, Limón formed his own company. Over 
the next 25 years, he established himself and his company as 
a major force of 20th century dance. Limón created a total of 
seventy-four works, including The Moor’s Pavane, Concerto 
Grosso, and Missa Brevis.

Jesse Obremski and Elise Drew Leon in a Choreographic Offering by José Limón (Photo by Peter Cai)

Limon Dance Company in Cor-
vidae by Colin Connor (Photo 
by Christopher Duggan)

Jesse Obremski and Kathryn 
Alter in The Moor’s Pavane 
by José Limón (Photo by Ben 
Licera)
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22 OFF-BROADWAY
Comfort for These Times!

By Ernece B. Kelly  
Drama Critic

The poignant and affecting 
“Tiny Beautiful Things” 
opens as Cheryl Strayed 

(confidently portrayed by Nia 
Vardalos), a small-framed 
white woman descends the 
stairs and enters the living room 
where she turns off a light and 
picks up dirty dishes. She walks 
to the kitchen where she begins 
washing them after turning on 
both the light and her laptop. 
It seems to be an old, familiar 
pattern.

But then something unex-
pected happens—a message 
appears offering her a job based 
on her blogging. (For those un-
familiar with Strayed, the play 
is based on her 2012 best seller, 
“Tiny Beautiful Things”). Al-
though the gig is unpaid, and 
despite complaining about hav-
ing two kids and a “mountain of 
debt”, she accepts.

From that moment on she’s 
known as “Sugar” and—for the 
next 80 minutes—audiences 
are held spellbound as she an-
swers letters from readers with 
problems as varied as infidel-
ity, a miscarriage, adolescent 
isolation, and a rape. Moving 
about the stage are three other 
actors—they are the voices of 
those letters: Teddy Canez, a 

middle-aged Hispanic man, 
Hubert Point-Du Jour, a young 
Black male, and Natalie Wool-
ams-Torres, a young, plus-size 
Latina.

All splendid actors who 
cross gender, age and lines in 
the letters, so that Canez is a 
broken father one moment but 
a virile office worker grappling 
with flirtations the next.

Two stand-out performanc-
es are turned in by Point-Du 

Jour as a transsexual who 
leaves home after his parents 
said, “The worst thing you 
can say to someone, especially 
your child” and by Canez who 
reads the letter from a self-de-
scribed “father while not being 
a father.”

His son died after being hit 
by a car. After each monologue, 
the silence in the theatre was 
palpable! Choruses of “love, 
love, love” or “Dear Sugar” or 

“go, go, go” interrupt the indi-
vidual letters, creating a sense 
of shared humanity which, at 
play’s end morphs into a rever-
sal of roles, as Sugar assures 
her readers both that she has 
learned from them and that they 
are equipped to give advice. 
And they do—in thoughtful 
one-liners.

Thomas Kail’s assured di-
rection, skillfully mixes in the 
considerable humor. Set De-

signer Rachel Hauck’s careful 
delineation of a well-lived in 
home (including kid’s clothes 
hanging on hooks), and the 
subtle lighting design of Jeff 
Croiter combine to make “Tiny 
Beautiful Things” a thrilling 
drama about the power of suf-
fering, of love, and of forgive-
ness. “Tiny Beautiful Things” 
is at the Public Theatre near 
Astor Place, Manhattan and 
closes Dec. 10th.

God’s Love’ delivers 20 millionth meal
Edited By Don Thomas

On Thursday, September 
28, 2017, “God’s Love 
We Deliver,” packed 

and delivered its 20 millionth 
meal! Celebrity attendees 
that took part were Miss Uni-
verse Iris Mittenaere and Julie 
Klausner, creator and star of 
Hulu’s “Difficult People.” 
Staff, volunteers, and friends 
gathered in the kitchen for 
remarks by our President and 
CEO Karen Pearl and our 
Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors, Scott Bruckner.

They were joined by Blaine 
Trump, vice chair of the board, 
other leadership members in-
cluding Jon Gilman, Jeff Pfei-
fle, Joe Dolce, David Stark, 
Jens Audenaert, Katy William-

son and Bill Ribbecke. “God’s 
Love

We Deliver” is the New 
York metropolitan area’s lead-
ing provider of life-sustaining 
meals and nutrition counseling 
for people living with severe 
illnesses.

Begun as an HIV/AIDS ser-
vice organization, today ‘God’s 
Love’ provides for people living 
with more than 200 individual 
diagnoses. ‘God’s Love’ cooks 
and home delivers the specif-
ic, nutritious meals a client’s 
severe illness and treatment 
so urgently require. For more 
information, visit godslove-
wedeliver.org. ‘God’s Love’ is 
a non-sectarian organization. 
Find God’s Love on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. (Photo: 
Nicola Bailey) 

Hubert Point-Du Jour, Nia Vardalos, Natalie Woolams-Torres in “Tiny Beautiful Things” (Photo: Joan Marcus)
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AUTO DONATIONS

Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting Make-
A-Wish. We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible. Call (855) 376-
9474

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters 

will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a FREE info pack-
et & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start 

Here –Get trained as FAA 
certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assis-
tance. Call AIM for free infor-
mation 866-296-7094

REAL ESTATE
FARM ESTATE LIQUIDA-

TION! OCTOBER 14TH! 16 
TRACTS! COOPERSTOWN, 
NY! 5 to 28 acres from $19,900! 
Ponds, streams,Views, apple or-
chards! Terms avail! Call 888-
905-8847 To register. NewYo-
rkLandandLakes.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
BY VIRTUE OF AN EX-

ECUTION ISSUED OUT OF 
THE SUPREME COURT, 
BRONX COUNTY, in fa-
vor of SHAMBRO, LLC, AS 
ASSIGNEE OF CHRISTO-
PHER NAPOLEONIS, judg-
ment creditor, WHICH JUDG-
MENT WAS ASSIGNED ON 
FEBRUARY 12, 2016 and 
against HECTOR FELICIA-
NO, judgment debtor, to me 
directed delivered, I WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION, 
by DENNIS ALESTRA DCA# 
0840217, auctioneer, as the law 
directs, FOR CASH ONLY, on 
the 12th day of December 2017 
at 12:00 in the afternoon, at: 
The New York City Sheriff’s 
Office at 3030 THIRD AVE-
NUE, SUITE 240, in the county 
of BRONX all the right, title 
and interest which HECTOR 
FELICIANO, the judgment 
debtor, had on the 30th day of 
November 2011, or at anytime 
thereafter, of, in and to the 
following properties: ALL that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
23rd Ward of the City of New 
York, bounded and described 

NY Black Media
2” x 2”

From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction awarded 
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673 
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned 
businesses.  We build libraries, firehouses, sewer 
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure 
projects.  We work with general contractors, 
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and 
others in the construction industry. Become our 
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting 
opportunities visit DDC 
online at nyc.gov/ddc

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MWBE OPPORTUNITIES

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600 Third Avenue,  

2nd Floor, New York, NY
10016 $35.00 per year

212-213-8585  
www.newyorkbeacon.net

as follows: BEGINNING at 
a point on the northerly side 
or line of One Hundred and 
forty-third Street as the line 
of said Street is now laid out, 
distant Easterly measured along 
the Northerly line of said Street 
Five hundred and seventy five 
feet seven and three quarter 
inches from the Northeasterly 
corner of Willis Avenue and 
One hundred and forty-third 
Street as the same is now laid 
now and partly through the cen-
tre of a party wall, ninety-two 
feet and two inches; THENCE 
running easterly and parallel 
with the northerly side or line 
of One Hundred and forty-third 
Street at the same is laid down 
on a map entitled “Map of Sec-
tion C of North New York etc.” 
filed in Westchester County 
Register’s Office April 1st 1867, 
Sixteen Feet, eight and three 
quarter inches; THENCE run-
ning southerly and at right an-
gles to the northerly side or line 
of 143rd as the same is now laid 
out and partly though the centre 
of a party wall, Ninety-one feet 
three inches to the said north-
erly side or line of 143rd as the 
same is laid out now, sixteen 
feet, eight inches to the point or 
place of BEGINNING. Being 
the same premises heretofore 
devised to the parties of the first 
part in and by the last Will and 
Testament of Elizabeth Clark, 
late of the Borough and County 
of Bronx, City of New York, 
and being known by the Street 
Number 463 East 143rd Street, 
Bronx, New York. PREMISES 
KNOWN AS: Block: 2288 
Lot: 70

SUMMONS
S U P R E M E  C O U R T 

OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YO R K — C O U N T Y  O F 
N E W  YO R K- I n d ex  No. 
307423/2017—Date Pur-
chased: 07/25/2017—SUM-
MONS WITH NOTICE-Plain-
tiff designates New York Coun-
ty as the place of trial—Basis of 
Venue: CPLR Sec 509- Jessica 
K. Fritz Pinto Arcos, Plaintiff, 
-against – Gino E. Pinto Arcos, 

Defendant – ACTION FOR 
DIVORCE- To the above-
named Defendant YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED to 
serve a notice of appearance 
on Plaintiff’s attorneys within 
thirty (30) days after the service 
of this summons is complete 
and in case of your failure 
to appear, judgment will be 
taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the 
notice set forth below. Dated: 
July 25, 2017 New York, New 
York Law Offices of Grinberg 
and Segal, PLLC, Plaintiff’s 
Attorney 11 Hanover Square, 
10 Floor New York, NY 10005 
(212)202-0342. NOTICE: The 
nature of this action is to dis-
solve the marriage between the 
parties on the grounds of (i) 
irretrievable breakdown of the 
relationship between Plaintiff 
and Defendant for period of 
at least six months pursuant 
to DRL Section 170(7). The 
relief sought is a judgment 
of absolute divorce in favor 
of the plaintiff dissolving the 
marriage between the parties 
in this action. NOTICE OF 
AUTOMATIC ORDERS. Pur-
suant to domestic relations law 
section 236 part b, sec. 2, the 
parties are bound by certain 
automatic orders which shall 
remain in full force and effect 
during the pendency of the 
action. For further details you 
should contact the clerk of the 
matrimonial part, Supreme 
Court, 60 Centre Street, New 
York, NY 10007 Tel (646) 
383-3010. DRL 255(1) No-
tice. Please be advised that 
once the judgment of divorce 
is signed in this action, both 
parties must be aware that 
he or she will no longer be 
covered by the other party’s 
health insurance plan and that 
each party’s health insurance 
coverage, and may be entitled 
to purchase health insurance 
on his or her own through a 
COBRA option, if available. 
NOTICE OF GUIDELINE 
MAINTENANCE. Pursuant 
to DRL 236(B)5-a, there is an 
obligation to award the guide-
line amount of maintenance 

(spousal support) on income 
up to $175,000.00 to be paid 
by the higher income spouse to 
the lower income spouse after 

the divorce is final according 
to a formula, unless the parties 
agree otherwise or waive this 
right.

Navigating the World of Real Estate Investor Finance?
BUILD YOUR BUSINESS WITH EXPRESS CAPITAL

Express Capital Financing • 2626 East 14th Street Suite 202 • Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-285-0806  •  info@expresscapitalfinancing.com

We’ll help you grow your business through smart capital management strategies.
No tax return, stated income loans up to 5 million, all property types.

Contact us today for a free, no obligation analysis of your company’s financing needs!

• Hard/Bridge Loans up to 90%    •  Fix & Flip Loans
• Multi-unit, Multi-family    •  Commercial, Office, Industrial, Retail, Hotels, more

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254

Make-A-Wish®

Metro New York

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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24 BEACONSPORTS Andrew 
Rosario, 
Sports  
Editor

How good can the Nets be? 
By Derrel Jazz Johnson 

I had a chance to watch the 
Brooklyn Nets take on the 
New York Knicks twice in 

the past week, and not only do 
I think the Nets have a chance 
to be better, but if they remain 
healthy, they have a chance to 
challenge for a playoff spot. 

With a talented, young ros-
ter led by the returning Jeremy 
Lin and newcomer D’Angelo 
Russell, who was acquired from 
the Los Angeles Lakers in a 
trade for Brook Lopez, the Nets 
have two capable ballhandlers. 
But it is the intensity that they 
bring on the defensive end that 
is going to get Brooklyn wins 
this season. 

Brooklyn Nets Head Coach 
Kenny Atkinson thinks the 
team has improved defensively. 
“We wanted to have a more ac-
tive defense and we didn't force 
turnovers last year. I think our 
change of personnel can help, 
obviously. D’Angelo gets a lot 
of deflections and steals, De-
Marre (Carroll), that’s always 
been his thing defensively, and 
I think it fuels the whole team, 
those guys can start to get that 
energy going, he said.

Later after the game, Lin 
broke down how the Nets want 
to play this season. He said “it’s 
just I think we are playing the 

right way. Today I felt we had 
a great defensive game, we had 
a ton of assists probably and 
we moved the ball. If we could 
draw it up, that’s how it would 
be, gritty defense leading to 
unselfish offense.” 

The Nets don’t have the most 
talented roster, but that can be 
an asset. With many of the guys 
in similar standing, that makes 
the competition for minutes 
fierce, as the team is capable 
of playing nearly anyone on the 
15-man roster. 

With Russell wanting to 
prove to the league that the 
Lakers were wrong for trading 
him to acquire Lonzo Ball, 
and with a roster that includes 
returning players Caris LeVert, 
Sean Kilpatrick and Trevor 
Booker and adding Allan Crab-
be, Jarrett Allen and DeMarre 
Carroll, if healthy, the Nets can 
put themselves in the position 
to compete for a 2017 NBA 
Playoffs berth.

Jets fly as Giants break
By Andrew Rosario

First things first. In this 
bizarre football season, 
everthing is opposite for 

the New York football teams. 
Weren't the Jets supposed to go 
0-16 while the Giants were sup-
posed to win the NFC East and 
contend for the Super Bowl? 
Yet after week 5, the Jets are 3-2 
after their 3rd straight win over 
the hapless Cleveland Browns. 
Big Blue (an oxymoron) lost for 
the 5th straight time against a 
team that had to fly cross coun-
try. San Diego was winless as 
well (0-4) and their biological 
clock had them feeling like the 
game started at 10am. Making 
matter worse for the Giants, 
they were devastated by injuries 
to their 2 top wide receivers 
who are done for the year. First, 
Brandon Marshall injures his 
ankle in the second quarter and 
did not return. Then his team-
mate Odell Beckham, Jr breaks 
the same ankle (left) he hurt in 
the pre-season. Both players 

underwent season ending sur-
gery this past week. Both are 
expected to fully heal for next 
year. The 27-22 loss saw their 
record fall to 0-5 and all but put 
an end to what was supposed to 
be a promising season. QB Eli 
Manning at age 37, is coming to 
the end of his career. The team 
will have no choice but to start 
looking for his replacement.

Meanwhile, Gang Green 
held on for the 17-14 win put-
ting them in a 3 way tie in the 
AFC east. They host the hated 
New England Patriots Sunday 
1pm for a chance at sole posses-
sion of first place. Who would 
have thought!

Both teams made moves 
in the off-season that directly 
affected which way their season 
would go. The Giants upgraded 
the offense while the Jets dis-
mantled the team hoping they 
would get a shot at a college hot 
shot QB through the draft. At this 
point in this bizzarre New York 
football season, everything up to 
this point has been opposite.

New York Knicks  
are in for a long season

By Derrel Jazz Johnson 

As the New York Knicks 
traded Carmelo Anthony 
for Enes Kanter, Doug 

McDermott and a 2018 second 
round pick, I knew the team 
had a flawed roster. By trading 
their best player, the Knicks 
are now without a #1 scoring 
option (Kristaps Porzingis 
hopes to become that) and 
aren’t a well-balanced team. 
After watching the Knicks 
play three times in the pre-
season against the Brooklyn 
Nets (twice) and the Houston 
Rockets, the team may be even 
worse than I initially thought. 

With one game remain-
ing, the Knicks have lost all 
four preseason games, includ-
ing back-to-back blowout losses 
to the Brooklyn Nets and Hous-
ton Rockets. 

To make things even worse, 
rookie lottery pick Frank Nti-
likina has only been able to play 
in one of the first four presea-
son games, out with nagging 
injuries.  After suffering a hip 
injury Sunday against the Nets, 
Porzingis missed the preseason 
tilt against the Rockets. 

From what I have viewed 

of the 2017-2018 New York 
Knicks, they will be a team that 
struggles on both ends of the 
floor. The defense isn’t playing 
well as a unit and features a lot 
of players that are not known for 
their defensive abilities. 

On the offensive end of the 
floor, Porzingis is not a proven 
first scoring option and Tim 
Hardaway, Jr is not a proven 
second option. With no Carme-
lo, teams will be able to dou-
ble-team Porzingis, Hardaway, 
Jr, or whomever has the hot 
hand.

After Monday night’s loss to 
the Rockets, two things stood 
out to me that I heard post game 

press conference. First, Coach 
Jeff Hornacek gave this glowing 
compliment about Ntilikina. 
“He’s not afraid of the moment. 
He just plays.” Hornacek also 
said the rookie has a good feel 
for the game and discussed his 
intelligence. Hornacek recalls 
the rookie saying “Hey, you 
put two new plays in,” while 
watching a game on television, 
and Hornacek, a heady player 
himself, called Ntilikina “a 
smart kid.” Hopefully we see 
him on the court soon. 

Also, Hardaway, Jr. dis-
cussed what he hopes will be 
the style of play for the team. 
When discussing what the 
Knicks fans want to see, he said 
“they want to see effort, they 
want to see tenacity, they want 
to see hard work. They just want 
to see us not backing down from 
nobody.” He also discussed the 
team’s long-term goal for the 
season. He said “that’s our goal 
right now, to try to make the 
postseason.” 

I think it is a goal that will 
not be achieved, but the hope is 
to see the franchise moving in 
the right direction. Porzingis, 
Hardaway, Jr and Ntilikina are 
the centerpieces for that future. 

Yanks forced a Game 5
By Joshua Garcia

Much has been made of 
the atmosphere in the 
Bronx surrounding 

the 2017 postseason. Raucous, 
intimidating, deafening are 
just some of the words used to 
describe Yankee stadium in it's 
two home playoff games.

New York was coming off 
a devastating loss Friday night 
blowing a 8-3 lead losing in the 
13th inning. Manager Joe Gi-
rardi did not use his challenge 
when Lonnie Chisenhall was 
awarded first base getting hit 
by a pitch. The replay clear-
ly showed he was not hit. The 
next batter, Francisco Lindor 
blasted a grand slam to cut the 
lead to 1 in the eventual loss.

Sunday night (Girardi was 
booed vociferously when intro-
duced) with the season hanging 
by a thread the Yankees fed off 
that same crowd energy to reach 
their first win in the ALDS. 
High scoring games may be 
exciting and entertaining but 
nothing beats a well- played 1-0 
pitchers duel in October. 

Following a season of career 
peaks and valleys for Masahiro 
Tanaka, he has put together 
his best two game stretch as a 
New York Yankee. Off of a 15 
strikeout outing, Tanaka shut 
down a potent Cleveland lineup 
allowing only three hits and 
no runs while adding another 

seven K's.
Nothing could dim Tana-

ka's shine Monday night, but 
if there were runner-up spots 
they have to go to Aaron Judge 
and Greg Bird. With the game 
still deadlocked Judged robbed 
a would be two-run homerun 
to keep it even while Bird took 
a fastball to the second deck 
(off ex-Yankee lefty reliev-
er Andrew Miller) for the game 
winning homerun.

Forget a four run save, those 
are easy. Aroldis Chapman 
showed he can come out of the 
pen and get five big outs to seal 
games, and the Yankees needed 
every single one of them.

Again the Yankees used 
their recipe of golden bullpen 
arms to win the marathon of 
pitching attrition in game 3. 
David Robertson and Chapman 
are a bullpen combo not even a 
team who has won 35 of thier 
last 39 games wants to see.

C.C. Sabathia and Masahiro 
Tanaka had quality starts for the 
Yankees in the ALDS. Starter 
Luis Severino rebounded from 
his previous start to even the 
series sending it back to Cleve-
land. In his previous start the 
rookie pitched like one going 
just a third of an inning giving 
up 2 home runs. New York came 
back to win the Wild Card game.

The Bronx Bombers faced 
elimination Monday night and 
the boogie down energy worked 
with Severino as he pitched 7 
innings, giving up 4 hits, 3 runs 
while striking out 9 in the 7-3 
victory. 

The old adage says no series 
really starts until the home team 
loses a game. For the Yankees 
they looked to veteran Sabath-
ia to give them another solid 
outing for a trip to the ALCS 
to face Houston who elimi-
nated Boston earlier Monday 
afternoon.

Bad Breaks For Odell and Brandon

Atkinson Preaches Defense
Severino Clutch In Game 4

Will Hornacek Survive The 
Year? 


