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MATTHEW PETERSEN
TRUMP THIRD JUDICIAL
PICK TO FLOUNDER

"I had hoped that my
nearly two decades
of public service might
carry more weight
than my two worst
minutes on television."

An embarrassed Matthew Petersen withdraws his nomination after a
video went viral of his senate confirmation hearing that showed he
lacked basic legal knowledge. page 3
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Black women flex Mayor de Blasio criticizes
political muscle Republican tax plan

BEACON, December 21–December 27, 2017 newyorkbeacon.net

By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

B

lack women in Selma,
Alabama flexed their
political muscle that resulted in last week’s stunning
victory for Doug Jones over
Republican Judge Roy Moore
whom President Donald Trump
supported enthusiastically.
According to exit polls, 17
percent of the votes cast in the
special election were by Black
women. But it is not clear if
this enthusiasm will be followed nationwide by African
American women in the next
election.
Many people used the hasting Black women to voice
support for Jones and noted that
Democrats need to step up their
support for minorities.
“Black women have and will
always be the faces of strong
change for the weak and the
voices for the voiceless,” said
a key Jones supporter.
“We all were here. Now stop
using us and hire, protect, elect

and support us,” said Jones
supporter.
The Alabama election is
the latest example of the political power of Black women,
according to political pundit.
“Black women didn’t vote to
save Alabama last week. They
voted to protect themselves,”
said the pundit.
Meanwhile when Jones won
the Alabama’s hotly contested
U.S. Senate seat, observers on
Twiter were quick to point one
thing out: that Jones’s victory
was most likely due to high
Black turnout, particularly
among Black women.
Despite fears of the reduced
turnout often seen in an off-cycle election, belief that the
Jones campaign made missteps
in its Black outreach and concerns that voter suppression
tactics in the state could reduce
the number of Black voter who
are able to cast ballots.
“Black voters made a commanding display of political
power in the election,” according to observers.

NYC to get on line
voter registration
By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

M

ayor Bill de Blasio has
signed legislation creating an online system
to make voter registration easier
for New York City residents.
The Mayor previously held a
public hearing on the topic late
last month.
Under the new legislation,
the City will create an online
portal and mobile application
where voters can submit registration information or submit
updates to their registrations.
“We are embracing technology to help make voting more
accessible for New Yorkers. This
bill is one step towards fixing our
antiquated electoral system, which
for far too long has discouraged
participation on the democratic
process,” said de Blasio.
“For the first time ever, New
Yorker will be able to submit
the necessary registration information or submit updates
to their registration online
or mobile app. Now it’s time
for Albany to follow our lead
and pass meaningful electoral
reform to expand access to
voting,” he added.
City Council Speaker Melissa
Mark-Viverito agreed, adding
that online voter registration will
help increase democratic participation, “Voting is one of the most
powerful forms of self-expression, so I am excited to see how
this program will help,” he add
In addition to requiring online and mobile apps for voters
to submit their information,

this new law requires the CFB
to provide voters with a mechanism for an electronic signature
on the voter registration form.
It would also allow CFB to
use signatures already provided
to other city agencies, including
IDNYC, if appropriate.
After the voter submits the
information on line, CFB would
print the information onto a
voter form with an electronically affixed signature and
then deliver the printed voter
registration form to New York
City Board of Elections. The
bill takes effect in 18 months.
State Attorney General Eric
T. Schneiderman said the right
to vote is the right that protects
all other rights.
“Any law that makes it easier
for New Yorkers to votes is a
good law, and any law that makes
it harder to vote is a bad law.”
New York’s current voting
system is an affront to the values of democracy on which this
state was built, according to the
Attorney General.
“This bill marks a key step
forward in the fight for more
accessible elections, allowing
New York to begin to bring our
electoral process into the 21st
century. My office will continue
to fight to expand voting rights
for all New Yorkers,” he added.

By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

A

n unpopular tax plan
which President Trump
and his Republican Party are trying to ram down the
throats of the poor masses and
the American middle class
is being sharply criticized by
Mayor Bill de Blasio.
The Mayor said that it appears Congressional Republicans and the President is in full
agreement what the country
needs right now is tax cuts for
the wealthy and the world’s
biggest corporations.
“Never mind rampant wealth
inequality or stagnant wages.
All that matters to the GOP
is increasing corporate profits
and setting the stage for cuts
to Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid,” according to
the Mayor.
The mayor said “now is the
time to get even louder. In the
coming days, Republicans will
continue their unprecedented
rush to stick middle class taxpayers with the bill.
He called on New York
City residents to “make your
voices heard and remind your
congressional leaders who they
work for.”
Gov. Andrew Cuomo added
his voice to the opposition and
slammed the plan as “devastat-

ing for New York.” He said the
plan is actually a tax hike for
many New York residents that
could drive people and businesses out of the Empire State.
The Governor particularly
slammed a particular provision
of the plan that would eliminate
the deductibility of state and
local taxes.
In New City for example,
Gov. Cuomo said the 1.1 million residents who claim deduction would see an average tax
increase of $7,134.
Statewide, Gov. Guomo said
his tax office has concluded that
the change would result in an
average $5,298 increase for the
3.3 million taxpayers who claim
the deduction on their federal
tax returns.
Digging deeper, Cuomo

said his tax office found that
eliminating the write-off would
result in an average $1,299 tax
increase for those making between $50,000 to $100,000 and
a $2,688 average hike for those
earning between $100,000 and
$150,000.
Those making between
$150,000 and $200,000 would
see their taxes go up by an average $4,300 while taxes on those
making between $200,000
and $300,000 would jump by
$4,944.
“This plan puts corporations
over people and billionaires
over the middle class,” said
Cuomo. “And rather than cutting taxes for hard working
Americans, it would tax them
on the taxes they are already
paying,” he explained.

Con Edison seeks non-pipes
solutions to meet growing
natural gas demand

W

ill invest $100M annually for clean, innovative projects
New York – To help offset
the need for new natural gas
pipelines to meet growing energy needs in its service area, Con
Edison today issued a Request
for Proposals (RFP) to secure
alternative solutions consistent
with New York City’s and New
York State’s environmental
goals.
Con Edison said it was
considering investing at least
$100 million annually in a
bid to avoid construction of a
major new gas pipeline. The
investments would focus on demand reduction measures and
local gas supply enhancements.
Demand reduction measures
may include energy efficiency,
demand response and environmentally-beneficial electrification of space and water
heating, while local gas supply
enhancement may include biogas technology and natural gas
storage.
Peak demand for natural gas
in Con Edison’s service areas has
grown 30 percent since 2011,

and the company expects that
demand to grow another 20 percent over the next 20 years. The
company serves approximately
1.1 million natural gas customers
in Manhattan, the Bronx, Westchester and parts of Queens.
“We have seen significant
growth in customers choosing natural gas to heat their
homes, and thousands of oil
to gas conversions in recent
years have helped to clean the
air for all New Yorkers,” said
Matthew Ketschke, senior vice
president of Customer Energy

Solutions for Con Edison “We
also acknowledge everyone’s
desire to limit the use of fossil
fuels as much as possible and
continue our region’s environmental progress.”
The RFP can be viewed
on the company’s website
here: http://bit.ly/2zkP6xW.
Proposals are due by March
1, 2018. Con Edison said it
would evaluate proposals based
on a variety factors, including a
project’s cost, ability to forestall
the need for new pipelines and
its potential greenhouse
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By Hazel Trice Edney

P

resident Tr ump also
equated Ku Klux Klan
members and Neo-Nazis
to people protesting the evils
of racism during the deadly
White supremacist marches in
Charlottesville, Va. last August.
Repeatedly, in front of the
nation, he has flagrantly displayed racial insensitivities;
even with his most recent support of Senate Candidate Roy
Moore in Alabama, not only an
accused pedophile, but a man
who has said America was last
great during slavery.
Since his inauguration,
Trump and his appointee Attorney General Jeff Sessions have
careful demolished important
policies put in place during the
Obama administration for the
purpose of preventing police
brutality and other issues of
racial inequality in the criminal
justice system.
In addition, President Trump
has claimed massive voter fraud
in America, a claim that experts
say is patently false.
These are just a handful
of the reasons that civil rights
leaders opposed the president’s attendance at the Dec.
10 opening of the Mississippi
Civil Rights Museum. They
argue that the museum is like
hallowed ground that celebrates
those who risked their lives to
fight against everything that
Trump appears to embrace – despite his words to the contrary.
“President Trump’s presence at the opening of the
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum is not a show of respect.
It’s merely a photo op,” says
Derrick Johnson, president/
CEO of the NAACP. “I live in
Mississippi and its civil rights
leaders are my mentors, sheroes, and heroes. I cannot sit
silently alongside a man who
has used the power of his office
to turn back the clock on hardwon rights.”

Assassinated civil rights icon
Medgar Evers, a field secretary
with the NAACP, was a large
focus of President Trump's
speech as his brother Charles
Evers and widow Myrlie Evers
sat in the audience at the open
of the museum.

Johnson and civil rights
leaders, Congressmen John
Lewis (D-Ga.) and Bennie
Thompson (D-Miss.), among
others actually boycotted the
official opening ceremony in order to call attention to Trump’s
wrongs. Lewis and Thompson
said they skipped the event after
“careful consideration and conversations with church leaders,
elected officials, civil rights
activists,” and the citizens in
their congressional districts.
“President Trump’s attendance and his hurtful policies
are an insult to the people
portrayed in this civil rights
museum,” Lewis and Thompson said in a joint statement.
“The struggles represented in
this museum exemplify the
truth of what really happened in
Mississippi. President Trump’s

disparaging comments about
women, the disabled, immigrants, and National Football
League players disrespect the
efforts of Fannie Lou Hamer,
Aaron Henry, Medgar Evers,
Robert Clark, James Chaney,
Andrew Goodman, Michael
Schwerner, and countless others who have given their all for
Mississippi to be a better place.
After President Trump departs,
we encourage all Mississippians and Americans to visit this
historic civil rights museum.”
Still, Trump, at the invitation
of Georgia’s Republican Gov.
Nathan Deal, attended the
opening. There, he appeared
to only mouth a written speech
expressing admiration and respect for those honored in the
museum.
“The Civil Rights Museum
records the oppression, cruelty
and injustice inflicted on the
African-American community, the fight to end slavery, to
break down Jim Crow, to end
segregation, to gain the right to
vote, and to achieve the sacred
birthright of equality here,” he
said to applause. “And that's big
stuff. That's big stuff. Those
are very big phrases. Very big
words.”
He continued, “Here, we
memorialize the brave men
and women who struggled
to sacrifice, and sacrificed
so much so that others might
live in freedom. Among those
we honor are the Christian
pastors who started the Civil
Rights movement in their own
churches preaching, like Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.–a
man that we have studied and
watched, and admired for my
entire life–that we're all made
in the image of our Lord.”
Tr u m p a c k n owl e d ge d
NAACP former chair Myrlie
Evers-Williams and Charles
Evers in the audience as he
especially focused on Medgar
Continued on page 9

Trump judge nominee, Petersen withdraws

T

rump's latest judiciary
nominee withdrew his
name after failing to answer basic legal questions at his
Senate confirmation hearing.
Matthew Petersen was nominated as a federal judge in the
District of Columbia.
Peterson, a Republican
member of the Federal Election
Commission, is the latest of
Trump's conservative judicial
nominations to fail.
After a video of Petersen's
embarrassing encounter went
viral he wrote in a letter,
"It has become clear to me
over the last few days that my
nomination has become a distraction,"
At the hearing, Peterson
stumbled over basic questions
asked by Republican Senator
John Kennedy.
Senator Kennedy began by
asking Petersen and the four
other nominees who appeared

with him: "Have any of you
not tried a case to verdict in a
courtroom?"
Only Petersen raised his
hand.
Senator Kennedy: Have you
tried a jury trial?
Matthew Petersen: I have
not.
Senator Kennedy: Civil?
Matthew Petersen: No.
Senator Kennedy: Criminal?
Matthew Petersen: No.
Senator Kennedy: Bench?
Matthew Petersen: No.
Senator Kennedy: State or
federal court?
Matthew Petersen: I have
not.
Senator Kennedy: Have
you ever taken a deposition by
yourself?
Matthew Petersen: Uh, I
believe no.
Senator Kennedy: Just for
the record, do you know what
a motion in limine is?

Matthew Petersen: I would
probably not be able to give you
a good definition right here at
the table.
The Louisiana Senator and
former law professor openly
criticized the nominee in a later
TV interview.
"Just because you've seen
My Cousin Vinny doesn't qualify you to be a federal judge,"
Mr Kennedy told local station
WWL-TV, referring to the 1992
comedy film about a novice
lawyer.
Kennedy told the station
that Trump called him after
learning of the exchange and
agreed that Peterson was too
inexperienced.
Peterson, who became the
third of Trump's judicial picks
to flounder in just a week, said:
"I had hoped that my nearly two
decades of public service might
carry more weight than my two
worst minutes on television."

By J. Zamgba Browne
Chief Correspondent

C

ould President Donald
J. Trump be impeached
for sexual harassment?
That’s the big question being
debated across the nation.
Several women again went
public this week with charges
that he had harassed them before he became president.
President Trump called the
claims “false accusations and
fabricated stories of women
who I don’t know and/or have
never met.”
However, a number of
high-profile figures in politics,
the media and show business
lost their jobs recently as a
result of allegations of sexual
misconduct.
Most of those working in
the news and entertainment
business have employment
contracts with clauses that
allow for their termination for

bad conduct.
Plus, discrimination law
punishes those employers who
do not act quickly to separate
an alleged harasser from other
employees. This incentivizes
prompt remedial action by
employers, such as suspension
or termination of alleged harassers.
But the President Trump is
different. His contract of employment is the Constitution.
And it has a version of a “for
cause” termination clause, similar to those in employment contracts. It is called impeachment.
Reasonable minds can and
do differ on what constitutes
impeachment conduct. It is generally accepted among academics that conduct does not have to
be criminal to be impeachable.
The next big question is
whether President Trump can
even be impeached for conduct
that occurred before he took
office

Negative portrayals of
shooting victims lead to
victim blaming

D

URHAM, N.C. — Negative portrayal of a shooting victim can lead people
to blame the victim for his own
death and to sympathize with
the shooter, says a new study by
researchers at Duke University
and Simmons College.
After reading a negative
biographical sketch about the
victim of a fatal shooting, study
participants favored lighter
sentences for the shooter, said
study co-author Sarah Gaither,
an assistant professor of psychology at Duke.
“Reading negative information about the shooting victim
not only affected attitudes about
the victim, it also altered attitudes about the shooter,” Gaither
said. “That surprised us.”
The “blame-the-victim”
effect occurred regardless of
whether the shooting victim was
white or black, Gaither said.
The new findings appear
in the December issue of the
Journal of Social Issues.
In the study, researchers
gave participants a written account of a fatal shooting of an
unarmed man. Some victims
were portrayed in negative terms
of the sort often associated with
black male stereotypes. Specifically, the victim was described
as a quick-tempered high school
dropout who had been raised by
his grandmother in a housing
project and had been in frequent
trouble with the law.
Other study participants,
meanwhile, were given positive
information about the victim.
In that scenario, the victim was
described as a college student
who grew up in a middle-class
suburb to a banker and English
professor.
Some of the “good” victims

were described as black and
some as white. Likewise, the
“bad” shooting victims included both black and white males.
After reading positive
information about a shooting victim, participants were
more likely to recommend that
the shooter be charged with
first-degree or second-degree
murder. When the victim was
described in negative ways,
study participants were more
likely to view the homicide as
justified and to recommend a
lighter sentence for the shooter.
This held true whether the
shooting victim was black or white.
However, respondents recommended harsher sentences when
the victim and the perpetrator were
of different races — when a white
man shot a black man or a black
man shot a white man.
The results suggest that
news reports about a shooting
victim’s biography can shape
public opinion about a shooter,
she added.
“These results highlight the
powerful impact that the media
can have in reporting shooting
incidents,” and suggest that
media reports have the potential
to affect whether a suspect gets
a fair trial, the authors suggest.
CITATION: “Black Racial
Stereotypes and Victim Blaming: Implications for Media
Coverage and Criminal Proceedings in Cases of Police Violence against Racial and Ethnic
Minorities,” Kristin N. Dukes
and Sarah E. Gaither. Journal of
Social Issues, December 2017.
DOI: 10.1111/josi.12248
A digital version of this
story is available at: https://
today.duke.edu/2017/12/negative-portrayals-shooting-victims-lead-victim-blaming.
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Trump attends opening of Civil Can Pres Trump be
Rights Museum despite his
impeached for sexual
racial insensitivities
harassment
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Study: More people
choose to call Uber
instead of ambulance

BEACON, December 21–December 27, 2017 newyorkbeacon.net

M

ore people are choosing to call an Uber
than to call an ambulance in case of an emergency, a new study shows.
According to the University of
Kansas, the use of Uber in cities
across the country has reduced
'per capita ambulance volume' by
at least seven percent. The study
says this is likely because patients
want to avoid the expensive ambulance ride with paramedics.
The study looked at ambu-

lance rates in 766 U.S. cities
across the country in 43 states
when Uber was made available
in the area from 2013-2015.
Assistant Professor of Economics David Slusky says another explanations for people opting
to use Uber is insurance companies offering incentives for
patients–such as a $50 gift card.
The study says that a benefit of
this new trend is reducing the
wait time of an ambulance for
someone who may need it faster.

Alarming rise in
deportation of Somali
Americans
Dec. 18, 2017 (GIN) –

A

s bombs rain down on
Mogadishu, officers of
the U.S. immigration
service have been stalking the
Somali expat community in
Minnesota, snatching suspected
immigrants without documents
to the distress of families there.
Among those recently
placed on a plane bound for
Somalia was Mohamed Hussein, according to a report
by Minnesota Public Radio.
Hussein arrived in Minnesota
as an infant more than 20 years
ago. Somalia is a country he’s
never seen and where he knows
no one.
After reporting for a regular check-in with federal officials last September, Hussein
was unexpectedly detained,
transferred to a Louisiana de-

additional time. We always
hope for the best, but we are
prepared for the worst," said
Kimberly Hunter, a Twin Cities
immigration attorney representing Mayo Clinic employee
Abdoulmalik Ibrahim.
Under a deportation order
since 2004 for entering the U.S.
without documentation seeking
asylum, Ibrahim was presumably under a "protective status"
before his detention.
Minnesota immigration
lawyers are now scrambling to
get emergency stays for Hussein
and other Somali clients who've
been ordered deported by the
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency.
"We believe (Ibrahim) has
a claim to protection," said attorney Kimberley Hunter, citing
the presence of al Shabab, a
terrorist group that continues to

Group works to dispel stereotypes about millennials
By eic_nnpanewswire

N

ational Millennial Community (NMC) a diverse group of millennials whose aim is to dispel
negative stereotypes about
millennials recently partnered
with Chevrolet. Chevy created
these mobile think tanks in
an effort to understand what
networking, personal branding
and searching for jobs means
for all millennials, factoring in
the unique challenges facing
that generation.
NMC represents over 80
million young people. It conducts think tanks, seminars
and engagement opportunities
with the CEOs of major corporations. The community’s
members present diversity in
ethnicity, geographic location,
gender, sexual orientation,
socioeconomic status, religion
and more.
Precious Angel Smith, one
of the program participants,
said that she’s working to dispel
the negative stereotypes that
millennials don’t understand
the importance of working hard
and that they’re too obsessed
with technology to engage with
the world around them.
said that it can be hard
searching for jobs and networking as a Black millennial.
“Being Black sets me apart
as it is, then when you add the
fact that I’m a woman and a
millennial, that’s when things
get sticky,” said Smith. “Because of those three attributes,
I constantly find myself having
to go the extra mile and surpass
the expectations that have been
predetermined for me.”
Smith continued: “I’ve
learned that in this world, being
a Black millennial will never
be easy, I will have to continue
to work three times as hard as
[White men]. However, one
thing I will never do is jeopardize my morals and values in
an attempt to be accepted in the
workforce.”
Xavier Robertson said that
sometimes millennials are stereotyped for lacking a strong
work ethic.

NMCTOURSEATTLE_01 Participants in the National Millennial Community event in Seattle, Wash., use a tablet to perform
research using 4G LTE Wi-Fi in the Chevy Trax. (Chevrolet)

“This is a misunderstanding,” said Robertson. “It’s not
that we don’t like to work, it’s
that we like to do work that matters and for people that care.”
Robertson continued: “We
want to make an impact and
we want to be respected. Millennials want to be challenged
and inspired on a daily basis,
so that we can maximize our
potential.”
During the Seattle trip,
Chevrolet provided millennials with the Chevy Trax sports
utility vehicle to use as a mobile working space. The 4G
LTE Wi-Fi within the vehicle
allowed the teams (up to seven devices) to connect to the
Internet, research necessary
information and collaborate on
their findings. While traveling
to their various destinations,
the drivers used Apple CarPlay
or Android Auto for navigation
and playing music. Chevrolet
equipped the Trax with a printer, coffee machine and other
office gadgets that were plugged
into the 12-volt outlet in the
rear seats. Once each team
arrived at their destination,
the front passenger seat folded
down, providing a completely
flat working desk for laptops,
tablets or writing.
Following the think tanks,
the National Millennial Community participants traveled to
a central location and crafted a
tool kit designed to help their

peers find jobs and network
more effectively.
Smith said that as a member of the National Millennial
Community, she has benefitted
in ways that she could have
never imagined. Smith said
that she has not only traveled to
different states to share different
perspectives as a millennial, she
has also had the opportunity
to meet CEOs and owners of
major corporations.
Robertson agreed that the
experiences provided through
the National Millennial Community are life-changing.
“The National Millennial
Community is an awesome
group of diverse individuals
working to inform people about
the misconceptions about millennials,” said Robertson. “This
community not only assembles
millennials from around the
country to talk about these
issues, but we also had the
opportunity to talk face to face
with the leaders of influential
brands in the United States.”
Robertson continued: “We
are able to have a direct impact
on the conversation about us.
Very few times are there opportunities where you can sit down
and have conversations that can
impact the world and through
NMC, we can do that.”
You can follow the conversation, on Twitter and Instagram
using the hashtag #ChevyThinkTanks.

Final tax bill would still increase poverty, hunger

M
tention center and then bundled into a plane in shackles
for deportation. Fortunately,
the planeload of 91 men and
women, including 10 from
Minnesota, was made to return
to the U.S. due to staffing issues
in Senegal.
Also rescued from the
ill-fated flight was Mayo Clinic
cardiovascular technician Abdoulmalik Ibrahim, a married
father of four who are all U.S.
citizens. Immigration lawyers
are seeking to have his case
reopened.
"It gives hopefully some

carry out attacks in the country.
"Quite honestly, I think the removal of Somalis in general is
inhumane.”
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials deported
512 Somalis from around the
country from October 2016
through September 2017, compared to 198 during the same
period a year earlier, according
to the agency's data.
A majority of those deported in the 2017 fiscal year
happened under the Trump
administration, lawyers say. w/
pix of a Minnesota family

inor child tax cred- come families who claim the
it changes “cosmetic earned-income tax credit will
cover-up” say advo- lose out on at least $19 billion
cates
over the coming decade under
The G.O.P. tax and health the bill because of the change
care bill about to be considered in the way inflation is calculatby both houses of Congress ed. And a new requirement that
would still increase poverty and families claiming the child tax
hunger — and would decrease credit provide a Social Security
health coverage for low-income number is projected to mean a
families — in order to pay for big reduction in the families
tax cuts for the wealthy. An- claiming it, since those who
ti-Hunger advocates said the are not in the United States
much-touted last-minute chang- legally would be prohibited,
es to the bill to increase Child even if their children were
Tax Credit (CTC) were “little born in the United States.” In
more than a minor, cosmetic addition, “10 million children
cover-up to hide the reality that under 17 in the lowest-income
this bill shafts low- and mid- working families — who aldle-income families to reward ready receive only a partial
the mega rich.”
CTC or no credit at all — will
Fully 13 million Americans, either receive no improvement
many of whom are in low-in- in the credit or a token increase
come families, would lose of $1 to $75,” according to
health coverage under the bill, theCenter for Budget and Polaccording to the Congressional icy Priorities.
Budget Office. Reported The
Responding to this new
New York Times: “Low-in- information, Joel Berg, CEO

of Hunger Free America and
author of America We Ned
to Talk: a Self-Help Book for
the Nation, said: “Neither the
media nor the public should
be fooled by the last-minute
game of Three Card Monte
played by the G.O.P. tax-writers who now claim they are
helping people in poverty
and the middle class. In reality, the final bill would both
take away $19 billion in tax
credits from the lowest income working families and
take away health care from
13 million Americans. When
low-income families have less
money on hand, and have to
pay more for health care, they
have less money for food and
they become hungrier. The
last-minute changes to the bill
were little more than a minor,
cosmetic cover-up to hide the
reality that this bill shafts lowand middle-income families to
reward the mega rich.”
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TIME TO CASH IN!
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USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY NOW-SUN, DEC. 24
EVEN ON TOP OF COUPONS & SALE PRICES! See below.

WANT BETTER REWARDS?
WANT FREE SHIPPING?
W A N T M O R E S AV I N G S ?

MEET THE NEW

Macy’s Cardholders can discover their
status and the benefits they’re eligible
for by speaking with a store associate
or visiting macys.com/starrewards.

NOW-SUN, DEC. 24

super saturday

sale

HURRY IN FOR LAST-MINUTE
GIFTS THEY’LL LOVE!

OR, BUY GIFTS ONLINE & PICK UP FOR FREE IN STORE

20

% OFF
EXTRA
CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES & JEWELRY
EXTRA 15% OFF WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, LINGERIE,
SWIM FOR HER, SUIT SEPARATES & SPORT COATS FOR HIM & HOME ITEMS
USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS 12/21-12/23/2017.
MACYS.COM PROMO CODE GIFT See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

SAVINGS OFF SELECT SALE ITEMS
IN STORE AND SELECT SALE &
CLEARANCE ITEMS ONLINE

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials,
Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, cosmetics/fragrances, designer handbags,
designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry
trunk shows, select licensed depts., previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry,
special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Anova,
Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Briggs & Riley, Brooks
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Time to hook Black women up
S

By Julianne Malveaux

enator Elect Doug Jones (D-AL)
did not have to win his battle
against accused sexual molester
and Republican candidate Roy Moore
in the epic battle in Alabama on December 12.
He won because young people, some
Ehite women (most of them voted for
Moore), and an amazing effort from
Alabama’s African-Americans put him
over the top. Some white folks crossed
party lines for the first time, voting for
Jones because Moore repulsed them.
Some analysts have especially noted
that White moms were more likely than
other white women to vote for Jones.
But Black folks showed up and showed
out – a larger percentage of African
American voters participated in this
election than in the 2012 election of
President Barack Obama. And 98 percent of African-American women voted
for Doug Jones (along with 94 percent of
Black men).   Among whites, 27 percent
of White men voted for Doug Jones,
along with 35 percent of White women.
In cyberspace, people are thanking
Black women for their support of Doug
Jones, on Twitter, and Facebook, and
Instagram. A friend told me that a
woman she had not seen in a decade
called her to thank Black women for
saving the Senate from the likes of Roy
Moore. Everyone likes to be thanked,

but Black women deserve more than
thanks. We deserve the “hook up”, the
connection, organizational, institutional
and financial support for our efforts.
Black women’s organizations in
Alabama should get immediate contributions from the Democratic Party.
Indeed, some of the sisters who led the
effort to get the vote out, like Congresswoman Terri Sewell (D), need to be
consulted on how to effectively support
Black women in Alabama. The Democratic Party ought to cultivate Black
women leaders in Alabama, so that they
are poised to run for other offices. And

since Doug Jones has a short term, and
will be up for reelection in 2020, Black
women need to be deputized to begin,
immediately, working on his reelection
campaign.
The focus should not just be on Black
women in Alabama, but also Black
women nationally. The white women
around the country who cheered Black
women on now need to open their doors
and embrace the Sojourner Truth observation that “Ain’t I A Woman”. Too
many women’s organizations are white
women’s organizations. Don’t these
women think they can learn a thing
or two from the amazing way Black
women organize, mobilize, and step up?
White women are often in the unique
position to hook Black women up, in
politics and in the workplace, but they
don’t offer the hook up as often as they
should because it is challenging for
them to step outside their comfort zone
and embrace diversity. But when folk
step out of their comfort zone, look at
the results! Thanks to Black women,
among others, Doug Jones is the unlikely winner of this Senate contest.
I’m cognizant of the fact that Black
women weren’t the sole reason for the
Jones victory. It is especially exciting
to see young people reject Roy Moore.
Millennials are far less partisan than
their elders are. You can’t say they
cross party lines because many of them
have no party affiliation. But like Black

women, young people in Alabama
thronged to the polls to elect Jones.
Their participation makes a strong case
for generational inclusion when political
strategies are being developed.
In any case, it is heartening to see
Black women being thanked for doing
what we always do – the work. I don’t
just want thanks, I also want the hookup.
Those white folks who are thanking
Black women might also send a contribution to Higher Heights ( http://www.
higherheightsforamerica.org), a Black
women’s PAC named after Dr. Dorothy
Irene Height.   Or, folks can send contributions to the Black Women’s Roundtable (https://ncbcp.org/programs/bwr/
policy), which is part of the National
Coalition for Black Civic Participation.  
It is great to express gratitude, but it is
even better to put your money where
your mouth is.
Black women have always had to
assert our place in the mainstream,
and we have too often been ignored by
our natural allies. And we still come
through in a crunch. Those who are
thanking us ought also to support us.
They need to hook Black women up!
Julianne Malveaux is an author and
economist. Her latest book “Are We
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public
Policy” is available via www.amazon.
com for booking, wholesale inquiries
or for more info visitwww.juliannemalveaux.com

Alabama is choosing between its past, its future
By Jesse Jackson
(TriceEdneyWire.com)
“The state of Alabama deserves better,” said Richard
Shelby, the senior U.S. senator
from Alabama, in explaining
why he chose not to vote for
Roy Moore, his party’s nominee
in Alabama’s special election
for the Senate today.
Contrast that with the statement of another prominent
Alabama Republican, Gov.
Kay Ivey, who said she would
vote for Moore even though
she “certainly (has) no reason
to disbelieve any of them,”
referring to the charges made
by several women that Moore
preyed on them when they were
teenagers, one as young as 14.
On Tuesday, Alabama voters were set to decide between
Moore — a minstrel of hate,
who trumpets nativism, slanders immigrants and sows racist
and sexist discord — and Democratic candidate Doug Jones, a
moderate lawyer known mostly
for prosecuting the killers of
the four little girls in the Birmingham church bombing in
1963. The choice is really one

between Alabama’s past and
its future.
Shelby gets this. A rockribbed Southern Republican,
he is no liberal. He’s worked
together with Judge Moore in
the past. Both want tougher
immigration rules and weaker
gun laws. Both are strictly
anti-abortion. Both want to
slash taxes on the rich and cut
spending on the poor and add
to it for the military. Shelby,
however, understands that there
is a new Alabama struggling to

be born, one seeking to make a
transition to a high-tech modern economy. GE is building a
plant there. Mercedes-Benz has
production there.
A major aerospace industry
based on government contracts
is growing in Huntsville. None
of this could happen without
the end of segregation. None
of it is likely to continue if
Alabama chooses to embrace
hate and division. If the new
Alabama is to continue to
grow, it needs better schools.
It needs to educate and attract
well-trained workers. It needs
to compete with other states to
attract companies.
As Shelby put it to the Washington Post: “Image, reputation.
Is this a good place to live, or
is it so controversial that we
wouldn’t go there? You know,
these companies are looking
to invest. They are looking for
a good place to live, a good
place to do business, a good education system, opportunities,
transportation. And we have
come a long way; we’ve got to
keep going. … We can’t live in
the past.”
Judge Moore rails against

the new Alabama, issuing apocalyptic slanders about immigrants and Muslims. When
asked by an African American
when he thought America was
last great, Moore invoked the
era of slavery: “I think it was
great at the time when families
were united — even though
we had slavery. They cared for
one another. … Our families
were strong, our country had a
direction.”
This revisionist history is
distilled racism. In reality,
slaves had their children ripped
from them; families were purposefully torn apart. Rape,
beatings and brutality were
commonplace. It took the Civil
War, the bloodiest of all our
wars, to end slavery. Moore’s
statement isn’t just inaccurate.
It is an insult to the “Christian
values” that he supposedly
champions.
Sadly impervious to this is
Donald Trump, who has loudly endorsed Moore, stumping
for him in next door Florida
and tweeting for Moore and
against Jones: “LAST thing
t he Make Amer ica Great
Again Agenda needs is a Lib-

eral Democrat in Senate where
we have so little margin for
victory already.” Trump would
trade basic decency for a vote
in the Senate.
Trump traveled to Mississippi this week to join opening
ceremonies of the new Mississippi Civil Rights Museum.
There he claimed that he had
long admired Dr. Martin Luther King, even as he spurned
the opportunity to denounce
Moore’s grotesque invocation
of the slave era. That is a disgrace. Trump sees Moore as
a puppet, worth supporting
despite all because he will be
a vote in the Senate. Moore’s
serious character deficit —
be it preying on teenagers or
whitewashing slavery — make
no difference to the president.
How will Alabama vote?
The result is far less about a
single vote in the Senate, as
Shelby has made clear, than a
statement of how much or how
little the new Alabama has
changed. Trump has already
failed the simple test of basic
decency. Now Alabama voters
will decide to look forward or
look backward.
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By Erick Johnson (Chicago
Crusader/NNPA Member)

F

ifty years ago, a tragic accident ended the
groundbreaking career
of Major Robert H. Lawrence,
Jr., a Chicago native and stellar
Air Force pilot who became
America’s first Black astronaut.
On December 8, 2017—the
50th anniversary of his death—
NASA honored his often-ignored legacy and contributions
to the agency.
Earlier this year, the Chicago
Crusader reported about the
lack of visibility of NASA’s first
Black American astronaut and
helped to raise awareness about
Lawrence’s incredible journey.
In planning a story for its
annual Black History Month
edition, Chicago Crusader staffers discovered that little was
being done to honor Lawrence,
while NASA held memorials
to mark the 50th anniversary
of three, White astronauts who
perished in a fire aboard the
Apollo 1 space module, during
a preflight testing.
The Crusader story lauding
Lawrence’s achievements was
published in dozens of Black
newspapers after the National
Newspapers Publishers Association (NNPA) carried it on

its newswire.
Born in 1935 to the late
Gwendolyn Duncan and Robert
H. Lawrence, Sr., the future Air
Force pilot was a man ahead of
his time. Long before magnet
and STEM programs were part
of the high school curriculum,
Lawrence excelled in math and
science.
At 16, he graduated with
honors from Englewood High
School and went on to earn a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry
from Bradley University. He
married the late Barbara Cress
from the prominent Chicago
Cress family and entered the
Air Force at age 21 before
earning a doctorate in physical
chemistry from Ohio State
University, becoming the first
astronaut at NASA to earn a
doctorate degree.
As a United States Air Force
pilot, Lawrence accumulated
over 2,500 flight hours. In June
1967, Lawrence graduated from
the U.S. Air Force Test Pilot
School (Class ‘66B) at Edwards
Air Force Base, Calif. In that
same month, he was selected
by the USAF as an astronaut
for their Manned Orbital Laboratory (MOL) program, thus
becoming the first Black astronaut.
Lawrence died while train-

victims to seek redress
By Khalil Abdullah
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

I
Robert Henry Lawrence, Jr.
was the first African American
astronaut. (USAF/Wikimedia
Commons)

ing another pilot, Maj. John
Royer, to perform the “flare”
maneuver—an operation that
Lawrence had already mastered— in the F-104 Starfighter.
According to NBC News,
“Lawrence’s memory languished in obscurity” partly due
to the fact that, the Pentagon
only recognized someone as an
“astronaut” if they actually flew
to an altitude above 50 miles.
However, Rep. Bobby Rush
(D-Va.) mounted a campaign
that forced NASA to put Law-

Registration up for Caribbean travel
marketplace in January

S

AN JUAN, PUERTO RICO
(December 18, 2017)–The
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Association (CHTA) reports
strong sponsor and delegate interest in the upcoming Caribbean Travel Marketplace to be held
at the Puerto Rico Convention
Center in San Juan.
CHTA's Director General
Frank Comito said major airlines, tour operators, meeting
planners, destinations, hotels
and attractions have already
signed up for the annual event
where the Caribbean travel
trade assembles to do business.
Following a meeting with
the Host Committee in San Juan
last week, Comito disclosed the
overall year-over-year registration pace was encouraging, and
assured that all systems were
in order for the January 30 to
February 1, 2018 event.
Produced by CHTA, Marketplace brings together hotel
and destination representatives;
online travel agents; tour operators; Meetings, Incentives,
Conventions and Exhibitions
(MICE) planners; and members
of the media.
"We were very encouraged
by what we saw in Puerto Rico,"
said Comito, who observed the
metro area busily preparing for
the opening of the winter season. "The strong recovery from
Hurricane Maria, a Category
5 storm, is a testament to the
spirit of the Puerto Rican people
as they get their lives back on
track and get ready to welcome
tourists to the island," he added,
after observing firsthand numer-

ous hotels and restaurants were
already back in business and
contributing to the economic
resurgence of the U.S. territory.
"They are ready for us and they
are going to be even more ready
on January 30 next year!"
The Puerto Rico Tourism
Company (PRTC) reported
last week that more than 100
hotels are open and operating.
More than 4,000 restaurants
are taking orders and serving
up meals. Major tourism attractions island-wide have been
cleaned up and restored.
"It's been the continued collaboration with Governor Ricardo
Rosselló's team and tourism industry partners that has resulted
in tremendous progress and we're
thrilled to be officially open for
tourism," said José Izquierdo,
executive director of the PRTC.
"Tourism is a vital contributor to
the island's economy, so reaching
these milestones not only will
help build a stronger, better Puerto
Rico, but showcases the resiliency
in our people and destination."

Comito reported that registration for the region's leading
travel marketing event is only
slightly behind pace compared
with last year's numbers, with
more than 170 supplier companies, more than 50 buyer
companies and close to 600 delegates already confirmed for the
meeting. "With six weeks to go,
we are on target to equal or surpass last year's attendance," he
said, adding that next month's
event is shaping up to be "another incredible opportunity to
kickstart the region's marketing
efforts for 2018 and beyond."
The event opens on the
evening of Tuesday, January
30, preceded by educational
sessions earlier in the day. For
more information, visit www.
chtamarketplace.com or call
+1 305 443-3040. Details
about registration can be found
at https://www.chtamarketplace.com/registration-fees.
For further information,
visit www.caribbeanhotelandtourism.com.

f you, a friend, or a relative,
were scammed by a con
artist and sent hard-earned
money by a Western Union wire
transfer, there is a real chance
of getting that money back —
but only if you act quickly.
February 12, 2018 is the final
date to submit a claim form to
the Federal Trade Commission.
Western Union has set aside
$586 million dollars to repay
consumers who used their wire
transfer service. However, only
those who sent and lost money
between January 1, 2004 and
January 19, 2017 are eligible to receive a refund.   (For
information on how to file a
claim: https://www.consumer.
ftc.gov/blog/2017/11/gettingyour-money-back-westernunion)
The repayment fund results
from a lawsuit by the U.S.
Department of Justice and the
FTC. Among other counts,
Western Union was charged
with not supervising employees
and not sufficiently educating
customers about the various
schemes that con artists use to
successfully scam the public.
The essence of the lawsuit,
explained Todd Kossow, the
director of the FTC’s Midwest
Region who also supervised the
litigation, is that Western Union
“did not do enough to protect
people.”
In a teleconference briefing
for ethnic media sponsored by
the Federal Trade Commission,
Kossow was joined by Lois
Greisman, the FTC’s Associate
Director, Division of Marketing
Services.
Kossow walked attendees
through the “how to” of filing
a claim. That information is
readily available on the FTC
website with clearly marked
options to assist those who have
already filed a claim and those
who will be rushing to meet the
February deadline.
There are a few important
things to note. While the Department of Justice will seek
to verify each claim, it will also
check with the U.S. Treasury
Offset Program to see if the
claimant owes money to the
U.S. government. In addition,
the actual amount paid out to
each claimant will not only
depend on verification, but also
on how many valid claims are
received.
Most individuals filing a
claim in the United States will
likely have an SSN (Social Security Number) or an ITIN (Individual Taxpayer Identification
Number), but even non-U.S.
citizens who have neither can
file a claim.
One reporter sought assurances that individuals with

an unresolved immigration
status would not be putting
themselves at risk to actions by
other federal agencies. Kossow
explained that the Department
of Justice “operates the [claim}
website” and that the customer
information provided is “used
only for this purpose and not
shared with ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement) or for any other purpose.”
Ultimately, Kossow said, “It is
their choice whether they want
to file a claim.”
Both Kossow and Greisman
addressed the nature of various
scams. For grandparents, it
may have been an e-mail from
a grandchild that said: “I’m in
trouble. I’m in a foreign country. I need money.” For those
who thought they had won a
sweepstakes, a scam artist may
have convinced them to wire
money to pay the taxes due
before they could collect the
non-existent prize.
And the scammers are scattered across the globe. Jamaicans have become associated
with the sweepstakes scam;
Nigerians with the romance
scam, where long-distance love
affairs may result in multiple
transfers of money.
Western Union has a huge
international footprint and offers other financial services as
well. The settlement with the
FTC and DOJ is limited only
to the use of the company’s
wire transfer services. The
opportunity for consumers to
get reimbursement from wire
transfer frauds is rare, Kossow
noted, because the money can
be digitally moved so quickly
it is hard to trace and recover.
“Most people will lose their
money with no chance of getting it back.”
Ethnic communities are
prime targets for fraud, according to the FTC’s 2016
data, compounded by the fact
that fraud is an under-reported
crime. Greisman said continuing consumer education is the
key to combatting it. Victims
need to call the FTC with
complaints so the agency can
build fraud profiles as well
as detect emerging and ever
shifting trends in scam techniques. (For fraud complaints,
call the Federal Trade Commission: 877-FTC-HELP.)
Greisman said she is sure
that scammers’ “eyes opened
wide” when they heard or read
about the pot of $586 million.
“Be wary of anyone who says
they can assist you in filing a
claim ‘so you can get your money back,’” she cautioned, because nobody has to put up any
upfront money to go through
the claims process. “Say ‘no’,”
Greisman reiterated, to requests
of this nature. “All they want is
your money.”
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Final Farewell
National Urban League mourns loss of
Services for Walter trailblazing journalist Simeon Booker
“Ball” Smith Jr.
By Mark Morial
TriceEdneyWire.com)
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laring down at us from the
truck were five white men,
armed to the teeth with
shotguns ... All five sprang from
the truck and surrounded the car.
‘Get out,’ the huskiest one snapped.
‘Who are you n*****s and where
are you going?’ I couldn’t think
of anything but the truth so I told
them, 'We’re reporters down here
to cover the [Emmett Till] murder
trial. We took the wrong road and
got lost.' 'You n*****s have no
business around here,' he sneered.
'You’re just stirring up trouble.'
Directing us to keep our hands
above our heads, they frisked both
of us then searched the car … After
what seemed like a lifetime, the
'hunters' were satisfied with having
scared the hell out of us and having
ended their search ordered us to
'get the hell out” of there.'– Simeon
Booker, Shocking the Conscience,
A Reporter’s Account of the Civil
Rights Movement
For many decades, including
during my years as Mayor of New
Orleans, Jet magazine ran a column of happenings from around
the country, called Ticker Tape. I
was honored that my work often attracted the notice of the columnist,
Washington Bureau Chief Simeon
Booker. Memorably, it was through
Booker’s column that my engagement to my wife, Michelle Miller,
was announced to the nation.
Booker, by then, was a civil
rights legend, having chronicled far
more momentous events. We join
the nation in mourning his passing
this week at the age of 99.
In person, Simeon Booker
appeared the epitome of a bookish
wordsmith, with his heavy eyeglass
frames and natty bowtie. But his
mild-mannered looks belied his
ferocity as a journalist and a civil
rights warrior.
He gained fame as “the man

from Jet” during his coverage of
Emmett Till’s murder, funeral and
his murderers' trial. His description of Emmett’s mother, Mamie
Till-Mobley, at the funeral became
instantly iconic: “Her face wet with
tears, she leaned over the body, just
removed from a rubber bag in a
Chicago funeral home, and cried
out, ‘Darling, you have not died in
vain. Your life has been sacrificed
for something.'"
Perhaps more than any other
journalist of his time, Booker
most comprehensively chronicled
the impact of the Urban League
Movement on civil rights and racial
equality in the nation. He covered
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
historic 1958 meeting with the
“Big Four” civil rights leaders,
Rev. Martin Luther King., Jr., of
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, A. Phillip Randolph
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, Roy Wilkins of the
NAACP, and my predecessor
as head of the National Urban
League, Lester Granger. He rode
a bus with the Freedom Riders
in 1961. He covered not only
President John F. Kennedy’s 1962
summit with the “Big Six” – having
expanded to include the leaders of
the Congress of Racial Equality
and the National Council of Negro
Women – but also the frustration
that followed and led to the 1963
March on Washington.
To create a realistic picture of
the economic status of Blacks in
1960 for the 5th anniversary edition
of Jet’s sister publication, Ebony,
Booker relied on the National
Urban League’s research “to tell
black audiences what they already

suspected: that the masses of Negro citizens were actually farther
removed, relatively speaking, from
the mainstream of American life
than they were twenty years earlier.”
Before he found his own office
space in Washington, Booker
often worked out of the Greater
Washington Urban League – and
even hired away a staffer, E. Fannie Granton, as his first employee
when he opened Jet’s Washington
Bureau.
In his autobiography, Shocking the Conscience, A Reporter’s Account of the Civil Rights
Movement, Brooker wrote about
the tragic death of National Urban
League Executive Director Whitney M. Young, who drowned in Nigeria in 1971. A friend, Brigadier
General Daniel "Chappie" James,
then the highest ranking Black
officer in the Air Force, tearfully
confirmed the news.
“He’s my hero,” he choked.
“He’s my kind of guy because he
gets in there and proves what a
black cat can do – with his head
instead of a brick.” Chappie could
probably write a list as long as both
of his massive arms of the people
who might not be where they
were in their careers if it weren’t
for the work of the Urban League,
whose focus was jobs, jobs, jobs.
While other civil rights organizations hammered away at school
desegregation, voting rights and
public accommodations – all of
which were important – the Urban
League had its own niche – and it
was economics – the economics of
having a job, and after that a better
job, until a lback man or woman
reached his or her fullest potential.
We are grateful now, as then,
for Booker’s clear-eyed and fearless
reporting. At a time when reckless
accusations of “fake news” threaten
to undermine the vital role of the
Fourth Estate, we should honor
his legacy by defending freedom
of the press.

Controversial advocate of genetically
modified seeds, Calestous Juma passes
Dec. 18, 2017 (GIN) –

D

irector of the Science,
Technology and Globalization Project at
Harvard University, Professor
Calestous Juma, passed away
in Boston, Massachusetts, this
week, after a brief illness. He
was 64.
From Kenya, Juma served
as Professor of the Practice of
International Development, and
was affiliated with the Belfer
Center for Science and International Affairs, the Center for
International Development, and
the Mossavar-Rahmani Center
for Business and Government.
The Harvard Kennedy
School recalled Juma as a widely acclaimed academic whose
research and writing focused on
science, technology, and environment, and on the ways in which
they could be harnessed to improve the lives of people. He won
multiple international awards for
his work on sustainable development, and was named among the
100 Most Influential Africans for

2016 by New African magazine.
At Harvard, Juma was director of the Science, Technology
and Globalization Project as well
as the Agricultural Innovation in
Africa Project funded by the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation.
His latest book, The New Harvest: Agricultural Innovation in
Africa was published in 2011.
In 2013, he sparked controversy when he agreed to write a
series of seven papers in support
of genetically modified organization in response to a request by the
U.S.-based Monsanto company.
Monsanto suggested the headline: “Consequences of Rejecting
GM crops” and later proposed a
website on the same subject.
According to the Boston
Globe of Oct. 2, 2015, “Monsanto not only assigned Professor
Juma the topic. It went so far as
to provide a summary of what the
paper should say and a suggested
headline. The company then
connected the professor with a
marketing company to pump it
out over the Internet and attract
media attention, according to the

e-mails obtained through a public
records request.
Juma, an expert in international development, insisted he
was not paid by Monsanto to
extol the benefits of GMOs. He
used material from his previously
published book on the topic, and
did not perform new research for
Monsanto nor change his views.
Proponents of genetically
modified organisms say they can
help solve world hunger because
crops produce higher yields and
need less pesticide and fertilizer.
Opponents say GMOs may be
harmful to human health and are
responsible for creating “super
weeds”, plants that have adapted
to withstand the powerful herbicides used on GMO crops.
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Update

Billionaire Cyril Ramaphosa picked as
new African National Congress leader

A

(GIN) –

fter a bruising battle for
votes within the governing African National
Congress, billionaire tycoon
Cyril Matamela Ramaphosa
edged out his rival in the final
minutes of the ANC’s 54th national elective conference in
Johannesburg, opening the
prospect of his winning the
presidency in 2019.
Ramaphosa, 64, won in
a squeaker against Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, one-time
minister, doctor, and former
chair of the African Union
Commission who campaigned
on a platform of youth development and “radical economic transformation” aimed at
transferring more wealth to
the black majority. In the final
days before the vote, President
Zuma also added his pledge to
make higher education free for
all South Africans.
There were 2,440 votes
for the business-friendly Ramaphosa to Dlamini-Zuma’s
2,261, indicating not only the
closeness of the race but also
the deep divisions within the
party after 10 years under President Jacob Zuma.
Ramaphosa was briefly
Nelson Mandela’s choice for
deputy president but overlooked
in favor of Thabo Mbeki, he

left politics in 1997 to devote
himself full time to business. In
2015, Forbes estimated his net
worth at $450-million.
Ramaphosa’s victory this
week thrilled the business sector who heard his reassuring
call for “partnership” and “improved investor confidence.”
The rand soared to its highest
level against major currencies
in months as news broke of
Ramaphosa’s election.
A former labor leader,
he must now renew his negotiating skills to win back
the party’s main constituency
which has grown increasingly
skeptical of the promises of
racial and economic equality
that swept the party into power
in 1994.

Mr. Ramaphosa’s election
deals a blow to the 75-year-old
Mr. Zuma, who is battling the
reinstatement of charges of
fraud, corruption and money
laundering linked to a 1999
arms deal that were dropped
before he was elected president
in 2009.
Last week, a court ordered
the creation of a commission of
inquiry into separate allegations
that the president allowed one
of the country’s most prominent
business families to hold undue
sway over his government and
steal hundreds of millions of
dollars from state-owned enterprises.
Mr. Zuma and the prominent Gupta family have denied
wrongdoing.
Finally, claims of alleged
extramarital affairs with eight
women have brought Ramaphosa supporters to his defense. Faisal Suleman of the
South African Muslim Network called the behavior “a
human frailty” that “Cyril is
working on with his wife.” Dr.
Thamsanqa Ngcana, a bishop
with the Council of African Independent Churches said they
did not condone immorality
but “These things happen to
the best of us.”
“There is forgiveness and
we pray for Cyril. No doubt
God will forgive him.”

Trump attends opening of
Civil Rights Museum despite
his racial insensitivities
From page 3
Evers, a civil rights worker and
NAACP field secretary who
was assassinated in his Jackson,
Mississippi driveway on June
12, 1963.
“Martyrs like Sergeant
Medgar Wiley Evers whose
brot her I just met at t he
plane,” he said, encouraging
Charles Evers to stand. “Medgar joined the U.S. Army in
1943, when he was 17 years
old. He fought in Normandy
in the Second World War.
And when he came back
home to Mississippi, he kept
fighting for the same rights
and freedom that he had defended in the war. Mr. Evers
became a civil rights leader
in his community. He helped
fellow African Americans
register to vote, organize
boycotts, and investigated
grave injustices against very
innocent people.
Trump continued, “For his
courageous leadership in the
Civil Rights movement, Mr.
Evers was assassinated by a
member of the KKK in the
driveway of his own home.
We are deeply privileged to be
joined today by his incredible
widow–somebody that's loved
throughout large sections of
our country–beyond this area.
So I just want to say hello to

Myrlie. Myrlie. Where is
Myrlie? How are you, Myrlie?
Thank you so much. Highly
respected.”
Concluding, Trump called
Evers an “American Hero”,
a sergeant in the U. S. Army
who was “laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery
with full military honors.
In Arlington, he lies beside
men and women of all races,
backgrounds, and walks of
life who have served and sacrificed for our country."
Despite President Trump’s
claim that Americans should
“strive to be worthy” of the
sacrifices of the civil rights
heroes and that “we pray for
inspiration from their example,” there are those who still
recognize that his actions and
the actions of his administration are opposite from his
words.
“President Trump’s statements and policies regarding
the protection and enforcement
of civil rights have been abysmal,” says Reps. Lewis and
Thompson. “He has created a
commission to reinforce voter
suppression, refused to denounce white supremacists, and
has generally created a racially
hostile climate in this nation.
His attendance is an affront to
the veterans of the civil rights
movement.”
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Final Farewell Services for Walter “Ball” Smith Jr.
By Audrey J. Bernard
Special Assignment
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O

n Friday, December 1,
2017 at 10 AM, funeral services were held
for Walter “Ball” Smith Jr.
(1934-2017), publisher and
business entrepreneur who died
suddenly in Miami, Florida on
Friday, November 10, 2017.
He was 83. The distinguished
funeral services took place at
the celebrated Fort’s Funeral
Home, 16480 NE 19th Avenue,
North Miami, Florida followed
by interment at the Veterans
Memorial Cemetery, South
Florida National Cemetery in
Lakeworth, Florida where he
received a military sendoff that
included a military presentment
of the flag which covered his
coffin during the services to his
wife. The illustrious services
were attended by family members, friends and colleagues

including several members
from the National Newspaper
Publishers Association (NNPA)
who came from near and far to
pay their final respect to one of
their own.
The funeral services began
with a rousing prayer by Pastor
McKeithan Smith Jr. Several
other family members partici-

pated in the services honoring
his life: Walter F. Smith read
the obituary; Walter Smith III
manned the reflections wherein
many people delivered remarks
and paid tribute to the revered
publisher. Walter F. Smith read
condolences and acknowledgements followed by the eulogy
by Elder Roger Williams.

Musical selections were
performed by Aisha Al-Zaabi,
Linda Jackson, and Wanda
Williams. Theresa Wallace
offered a spirited poem in his
memory. Smith’s youngest son,
Ashley Smith delivered closing
remarks which resonated long
after the services ended. As
his mother Miatta Haj Smith
tearfully looked on, Ashley
looked over to his father and
told him that he will take care
of everything. “Dad, I will take
care of Mom.”
This was no ordinary funeral
service but Walter was no ordinary man! One of the highlights
that everyone is still talking
about was the “Crowning Ceremony” where a golden crown
was place atop his head. After
a final viewing, procession pallbearers – Ashley Smith, Theresa Wallace, Walter F. Smith,
Walter Smith III, Julian Kemp,
Enon Butler and George Morris

Jr. – carried the glistening casket out to the hertz limousine.
The family was transported to
all services by a fleet of sleek
black limousines including one
that fitted up to 20 people. This
was in keeping with Smith’s
lavish lifestyle. He went out as
he lived his life – regally!
A lovely Repast followed
at the Lexi on Treasure Island,
7901 Hispanola Avenue, North
Bay Village, Florida coordinated
by Standing Ovation Events by
Sheron Chin Barnes. Guests
participated in a floating lantern
ceremony in which they said a
special prayer for Walter before
lighting a lantern and sending if
floating in the air. It was a bittersweet moment for a beloved
man.
In Memory – some of the
letters and citations from dignitaries . . .
See pages 8 and 9
for additional coverage

Oprah Winfrey to receive the 2018 Cecil B. de Mille Award

Edited by
Audrey J. Bernard
Women’s Editor

A

cclaimed actress, producer, television star and
entrepreneur Oprah Winfrey will be honored with the
2018 Cecil B. de Mille Award
at the 75 th Annual Golden
Globe Awards on Sunday, Jan. 7,
2018, hosted by Seth Meyers. The
2018 Golden Globe Awards will
air LIVE coast-to-coast on NBC
from 5-8 p.m. PT / 8-11 p.m.
ET from The Beverly Hilton. The
news was exclusively announced
by 2012 Cecil B. de Mille Award
recipient Morgan Freeman during
the airing of the Hollywood
Foreign Press Association’s
(HFPA) “Golden Globe 75th Anniversary Special” on NBC.
Meher Tatna, president of the
HFPA stated, “The Hollywood
Foreign Press Association is
delighted to announce Oprah
Winfrey as the recipient of the
2018 Cecil B. de Mille Award.
As a global media leader, philanthropist, producer and actress,
she has created an unparalleled
connection with people around

the world, making her one of
the most respected and admired
figures today.
For generations, Winfrey has
celebrated strong female characters on and off screen, and has
been a role model for women and
young girls for decades. Holding
titles such as Chairman, CEO
and Founder, Winfrey is one
of the most influential women
of our time, and this honor
is well deserved especially in
this 75th anniversary year of
the Golden Globe Awards.”
Chosen by the HFPA Board
of Directors, the Cecil B. de
Mille Award is given annually
to a talented individual who
has made an incredible impact
on the world of entertainment.
Honorees over the decades include Audrey Hepburn, Barbra
Streisand, Denzel Washington, George Clooney, Harrison
Ford, Jodie Foster, Lucille Ball,
Martin Scorsese, Meryl Streep,
Michael Douglas, Robert De
Niro, Robin Williams, Sidney
Poitier, Sophia Loren, Steven
Spielberg, and many more.
For 25 years, Winfrey was host
of the award-winning talk show
“The Oprah Winfrey Show.”
As Chairman and CEO, she’s
guiding her successful cable
network, OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network, is the founder
of O, The Oprah Magazine,
and oversees Harpo Films.
Winfrey is a Golden Globe
Award-nominated actress for

her role in “The Color Purple,” earned critical acclaim
in “Lee Daniels’ The Butler”
and produced and acted in the
Academy Award-winning film
“Selma.” Winfrey starred in
the Emmy-nominated HBO
Films “The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks” and will portray “Mrs. Which” in Disney’s
“Wrinkle in Time” film adaptation from director Ava DuVernay releasing in March 2018.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of The Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for
Girls in South Africa as they
celebrate the school’s seventh
graduating class. Winfrey established the school in 2007 to
provide education for academically gifted girls from disadvantaged backgrounds. Graduates
of the school have continued
on to higher education both in
South Africa and at colleges and
universities around the world.
Produced by dick clark productions in association with
the HFPA, the Golden Globe
Awards are viewed in more than
236 countries worldwide and are
one of the few awards ceremonies to include both motion picture and television achievements.
Meher Tatna is president of
the HFPA. Allen Shapiro, CEO
of dick clark productions; Mike
Mahan, president of dick clark
productions; and Barry Adelman, Executive VP of Television
of dick clark productions, will

Oprah Winfrey

serve as executive producers.

About the Hollywood
Foreign Press Association
Founded in the 1940s during
World War II, the HFPA was
originally comprised of a
handful of L.A.-based overseas journalists who sought
to bridge the international
community with Hollywood,
and to provide distraction from
the hardships of war through
film. Seventy-five years later,
members of the HFPA represent 56 countries with a
combined readership of 250
million in some of the world’s
most respected publications.
Each year, the organization
holds the third most watched
awards show on television, the
Golden Globe® Awards, which
has enabled the organization
to donate nearly $30 million to
entertainment-related charities,
scholarship programs and hu-

manitarian efforts over the last
25 years. This year, the HFPA
has distributed $3 million in
grants through their Charitable Trust to a diverse group of
organizations and institutions
within the entertainment industry. For more information,
please visit www.GoldenGlobes.com and follow us on
Twitter (@GoldenGlobes) and
Facebook (www.facebook.
com/GoldenGlobes).

About dick clark
productions
dick clark productions (dcp) is
the world’s largest producer and
proprietor of televised live event
entertainment programming
with the “Academy of Country
Music Awards,” “American
Music Awards,” “Billboard Music Awards,” “Golden Globe
Awards,” “Dick Clark’s New
Year’s Rockin’ Eve with Ryan
Seacrest,” “Hollywood Film
Awards” and the “Streamy
Awards.” Weekly television
programming includes “So You
Think You Can Dance” from
19 Entertainment and dcp. dcp
also owns one of the world’s
most unique and extensive entertainment archive libraries with
over 60 years of award-winning
shows, historic programs, specials, performances and legendary programming. For additional
information, visit www.dickclark.com.

‘Behind the Movement’ chronicles Rosa Parks’ historic bus ride

R

osa Parks’ refusal to give
up her bus seat 62 years
ago was only the beginning. Premiering on TV One in
February, Behind the Movement offers a closer look at how
the history-making Montgomery Bus Boycott was planned
in just three days and ultimately
led to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.
A new trailer released today,
provides a glimpse into Mrs.
Parks’ thoughts as she sat on
the bus that December evening.
“It was reported that I was tired
and that wasn’t true,” states Meta
Golding as Rosa Parks in the
trailer. “I was tired of all the injustice, all the fear and indignity
that they were putting us through.
That’s the truth.”
Starring Golding (“The Hunger Games”) as Rosa Parks, Isaiah
Washington (“The 100”) as E.D.
Nixon, Loretta Devine (“Wait-

Meta Golding

Montgomery Bus Boycott, there
was a chorus of lesser-known
heroes, including Rosa Parks, who
galvanized the most successful
boycott of its time.
Behind the Movement is written by Katrina M. O’Gilvie and
directed by Aric Avelino. The
film is produced for TV One by
Eric Tomosunas, Keith Neal,

Rosa Parks at window

ing to Exhale”) as Jo Ann
Robinson, Roger Guenveur
Smith (“American Gangster”) as
Raymond Parks and Shaun
Clay as Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Behind the Movement reveals
the untold story of how a group
of everyday people decided this
incident was the right time to take
a stand for their civil rights and
demand equal treatment.
Premiering during Black
History Month, this original
made-for-television movie honors
the contributions of many unsung
heroes of this watershed moment
in the Civil Rights struggle. The
film recounts the inner workings
and behind the scenes preparation that took place during three
intense days between the fateful
evening when Parks refused to
give up her seat through the
launch of this significant protest.
While Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was a prominent leader of the

About Swirl Films

Swirl Films is America’s “number
one urban film production company,” a full-service Film & TV
production company with over 60
original productions in the past six
years, focusing on urban content
and programming, independent
features and multi-camera productions. Swirl Films is a major content provider for TV One which includes original productions: Love
Under New Management: The
Miki Howard Story (2016), which

About TV One
Launched in January 2004, TV
One serves 59 million households, offering a broad range of
real-life and entertainment-focused original programming,
classic series, movies and music
designed to entertain and inform
a diverse audience of adult black
viewers. The network represents
the best in black culture and

James Seppelfrick and Darien
Baldwin for Swirl Films. Casting
is provided by Leah Daniels-Butler and George Pierre. For TV
One, Karen Peterkin is Director
of Scripted Original Programming and shares Executive in
charge of production duties with
Tia A. Smith, Sr. Director of
Original Programming & Pro-

duction. Donyell McCullough is
Senior Director of Talent & Casting; Robyn Greene-Arrington is
VP of Original Programming,
and D’Angela Proctor is Head
of Original Programming and
Production. TV One viewers
can also join the conversation by
connecting via social media on
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

was TV One’s first ever biopic,
starring another stellar cast: Lisa
Raye McCoy, Vanessa Bell Calloway, Darius McCrary, Indirah
Khan and Teyonah Parris as Howard.  According to the network, the
film broke record ratings, undeniably becoming the top original
film in the network’s history drawing in 2 million views, resulting in
the networks highest ratings week
ever. Quickly surpassing those
numbers is TV One’s #1 Original
Premiere of All Time, When

Love Kills (2017), starring Lance
Gross, Niatia Kirkland, and Tami
Roman, directed by actress Tasha
Smith. Swirl Films previous production credits for TV One also
includes Born Again Virgin, starring Danielle Nicolet, Meagan
Holder and Eva Marcille; Here
We Go Again, starring LeToya
Luckett, Wendy Raquel Robinson
and Kyndall Ferguson; Russ Parr’s
award-winning The Undershepherd, Hear No Evil, and 35 &
Ticking (Kevin Hart).

entertainment with fan favorite
shows Unsung, Rickey Smiley
For Real, Fatal Attraction, The
Manns and The NAACP Image
Awards. In addition, TV One is
the cable home of blockbuster
drama Empire, and NewsOne
Now, the only live daily news
program dedicated to black
viewers. In December 2008,

the company launched TV
One High Def, which now
serves 14 million households.
TV One is solely owned by Urban One, Inc., formerly known
as Radio One, Inc. [NASDAQ:
UONE and UONEK, www.
urban1.com], the largest African-American owned multi-media company primarily targeting
Black and urban audiences.
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Christmas classic at The Theater at Madison Square Garden

By Audrey J. Bernard

T

he Theater at Madison
Square Garden has become a destination venue for spreading holiday cheer
annually. Kicking off this
joyous holiday season is ELF
The Musical which opened on
Wednesday, December 13 and
runs through Friday, December 29, 2017. This is family
fun for everyone. Based on
the beloved 2003 New Line
Cinema hit, ELF The Musical features songs by Tony
Award nominees Matthew
Sklar and Chad Beguelin
with a book by Tony Award
winners Thomas Meehan and features direction by Sam by Connor Gallagher with
Bob Martin. The production Scalamoni and choreography spot on casting by Stewart/

Whitley. Elf the Musical is
the hilarious tale of Buddy, a
young orphan child who mistakenly crawls into Santa’s
bag of gifts and is transported
back to the North Pole. Unaware that he is actually human, Buddy’s enormous size
and poor toy-making abilities
cause him to face the truth.
With Santa’s permission,
Buddy embarks on a journey
to New York City to find his
birth father, discover his true
identity, and help New York
remember the true meaning

of Christmas. This modern
day Christmas classic is sure
to make everyone embrace
their inner Elf. The show
hosted a special night for the
Garden of Dream Foundation
attended by underserved
kids. The look of joy on
their faces was priceless. To
purchase tickets and for more
information about ELF The
Musical at The Theater at
Madison Square Garden, visit theateratmsg.com/elf (Photos courtesy Madison Square
Garden)

Odds of getting
enough sleep?

Odds of
winning Take 5?

1 in yawn.

1 in 9.
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The Christmas Spectacular stars the iconic Radio City Rockettes
By Audrey J. Bernard

T

he Madison Square Garden Company (MSG)
2017 production of the
Christmas Spectacular Starring the Radio City Rockettes
opened Friday, November
10, 2017 and runs through
January 1, 2018. Embraced
by generations of families,
the Christmas Spectacular is a
one-of-a-kind tradition where
the unmistakable spirit of
Christmas in New York comes
alive. The new production features dazzling Rockettes dance
numbers, stunning costumes
and state-of-the-art technology. The Radio City Rockettes the fabric of New York City in 1933, the Rockettes have
are a legendary dance com- for 90 years. Since their debut danced into the hearts of
pany and have been a part of in the Christmas Spectacular millions and helped families
and fans of all ages create
Christmas memories that
will last a lifetime. Their technique continues to be complex,
intricate and entirely glamorous and their talent and
athleticism is unrivaled. The
Christmas Spectacular continues to be enhanced with fresh
and dynamic content while
preserving what has made
the production a beloved holiday tradition. The Christmas
Spectacular recently re-introT:10”
duced the re-imagined
“Rag
S:9.75” dance numDolls,” a classic

Wooden Soldiers,” which sets
the standard for the Rockettes
style of precision dance, and
“Living Nativity,” which takes
audiences on an awe-inspiring journey. The Christmas
Spectacular Starring the Radio
City Rockettes is proud to be
presented by Chase. Chase’s
commitment to the Christmas
Spectacular supports this unparalleled production, which
continues to entertain millions
of families year after year.
For additional information,
visit www.themadisonsquaregardencompany.com (Photos
courtesy Madison Square
Garden Company)

ber that originally debuted
in 1940. Santa’s enchanted
workshop in the North Pole
serves as the backdrop for
this high-energy tap routine,
featuring the Rockettes as
rag dolls. “Rag Dolls” will be
joined by other classic numbers, including “Parade of the
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(10) Most Pressing Issues Facing

21st Century African Americans

College Student

Compiled By Don Thomas

A

dwelling in prisons. Of this
number, a disportionate amount
are African Americans. who
are so prevalent in this prison
population that on any day, a
male with no degree is more
likely in jail than working.
Many legal scholars refer to this
high incarceration rate among
African Americans as a new
form of Jim Crow segregation,
in which minorities head from
high school to prison on a veritable pipeline.
(2) Gang Violence. In the
wake of the Black Power movement arose the era of inner-city
gangs. These violent groups
helped fill a leadership void

among a dispossessed people.
Today, criminal gangs have
spread throughout the country
and into the prisons.
(3) Poverty. One central
goal of the Civil Rights Movement was Black economic empowerment. Nevertheless, millions of African Americans still
live mired in poverty, susceptible to poor living conditions
in underserved inner-cities.
(4) Drugs. The War on Drugs,
which began in the 1980s, is a
leading cause of the high rate
of incarceration among African
Americans, especially males.
(5) Voting Rights. The 2000
election in Florida highlighted

frican Americans still
face a litany of problems in the 21st century.
Despite gains since the end of
World War II, especially the
eradication of racial segregation
(known as Jim Crow), serious
economic, social and political
issues persist in the community.
Brown vs. Board of Education began the change in 1954.
This Supreme Court ruling
pronounced racially segregated schools unconstitutional.
Unhappy with the subsequent
slow pace of change, African
Americans took to the streets
from the late-1950s through the
1960s, led by Martin Luther,
King, Jr, Stokely Carmichael,
Ella Baker, Fannie Lou Hamer
and others.
By the time of Dr. King’s
assassination in 1968, the
Black Power Movements had
emerged, calling for immediate
political and economic equality. The government responded
partly by creating affirmative
actions plans provide some in
the race with a leg up in college
admissions, employment and
other life situations.
However, the nation turned
away from these initiatives in
what many refer today as a
“post-racial America,” where
race does not matter supposedly. Yet, the election of the
Barack Obama, the first Black
President and other symbols of
colorblindness, have not solved
these ten problems that still
plague African Americans in
the 21st Century.
(1) Mass Incarceration.
The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the
world, with over 1.6 million Group of proud Black Millennials

the belief that African Americans still face problems voting,
despite the 1965 Voting Rights
Act. Numerous claims of being
asked for identification, confused with convicted felons,
and other discrepancies led to
calls for reform.
(6) Education. In the 1980s,
affirmative action had largely
equalized college attendance
among African Americans and
others. Since then, attacks on
this policy, which provided
some minorities with preference in admissions, has eviscerated these gains in certain
states.
(7) Single Parent House-

holds. Today, with African
American males disproportionately incarcerated, many
single women face the burden
of raising children alone. (8)
Unemployment. The African
American unemployment rate
generally doubles that of the
population as a whole, demonstrating pronounced difficulties
providing for families and accumulating wealth.
(9) Police Brutality. A slew
of high-profile, questionable
deaths involving police have
led to a “Black Lives Matter”
movement, the criminal indictment of some officers and urban
riots. (10) Systemic Racism.
Looming large over all problems in the African American
community is systemic racism. First enunciated in detail
by political scientist Charles
Hamilton and Activist Stokely
Carmichael, this term refers
to the whole edifice of institutions, public and private, that
make life in the country harsh
for many minorities. Systemic
racism differs from personal
prejudice in that it remains
imperceptible to many.
Millennials face a host of
problems, chiefly among them,
the ten listed here. Nevertheless,
all is not lost. African Americans have overcome slavery
and legalized racism to being
able to help elect one from the
group as Commander-in-Chief
of the most powerful nation in
world history.
When viewed in this context, the future will probably
be one of continued progress
by a people who have proven
their resilience and strength
beyond any doubt. www.prb.
org newjimcrow.com s-usih.
org abcnews.go.com www.
usatoday.com

Dress for Success Worldwide hosts annual empowerment breakfast
By Audrey J. Bernard
Society Editor

O

ne of the premiere events
held each December is
the annual Dress for
Success Worldwide (DFS)
Women Helping Women empowerment breakfast at The
Rainbow Room on the 65 th
Floor above Rockefeller Center
with sweeping views of New
York City’s enviable skyline
which took place Wednesday,
December 6, 2017, from 8-10
am and attended by some 300
powerful women – and a few
good men — from all walks
of the corporate structure to
celebrate women’s professional. This much heralded “ladies
morning out” celebrates the
success of the women that
Dress for Success serves and is
designed to directly benefit its
Professional Women’s Group,
a program specially created to
help newly employed women
better retain their employment
and thrive in their fields.
From the vibrant opening
remarks from Stephanie Sobel, chair, board of directors,
Dress for Success Worldwide,
who introduced the organization’s revered Chief Executive
Officer Joi Gordon, attendees
were buoyed by the powerful
anecdotal messages from both
women about the importance
of women in the workforce and
their invaluable contributions,
as succinctly summed up by
Gordon. “Since starting operations in 1997, Dress for Success
has expanded to 161 cities in
28 countries. To date, Dress for
Success has helped more than
1,000,000 women work towards
self-sufficiency.”
Then, during a signature
client testimonial, Success
Ambassador Maureen Arasin
received a thunderous ovation
after her stirring story about
how DFS has been instrumental

Greater Queens Chapter of the
Links, Joi Gordon

The Rainbow Room

Joi Gordon

Powerful Panel

Marueen Arasin

Dr. Marcella Maxwell, Success
Ambassadors

Joi Gordon, Jamie Kern Lima, Alysia
Reiner, Lola Ogunnaike, Coco Rocha

in her quest for self-sufficiency
and how she triumphed over
harsh odds to navigate through
the corporate culture. “I owe my
success to Dress for Success,”
she stated.
The Women Helping Women
featured a powerful panel comprised of three leading ladies at
various stages in their careers
and across various industries
who engaged the audience
with an intergenerational conversation, weaving together
the importance of compassion,
communication and camaraderie between women and how
these valuable connections have
helped them achieve monumental milestones in their careers.
Jamie Kern Lima served
as the Pioneer during this discussion. Kern is the co-founder and CEO of IT Cosmetics,
whose mission is to inspire
and empower women to believe all things are possible,
to change the conversation of
what is beautiful, to create
game-changing, life-changing
products that truly work and to
make the world more beautiful

through giving back in a big
way. As a prior award-winning TV News anchor, Lima
faced various beauty challenges that led her to birth a
clinically proven, skin-loving,
problem-solving makeup and
skincare brand. Under Lima’s
leadership, IT Cosmetics is
QVC’s top-selling makeup
line, and a top-selling brand
in ULTA Beauty and Sephora.
The brand has received more
than 30 QVC Customer Choice
Beauty Awards and was also
honored with the WWD Beauty
Inc. Prestige Brand of the Year.
In 2016, IT Cosmetics was
acquired by L’Oréal making
Jamie the first woman to hold
a CEO title in L’Oréal’s 100+
year history.
Alysia Reiner, award-winning actress, producer, activist
and the co-founder of Livari
Clothing provided principal
perspective. Best known for her
role as Natalie “Fig” Figueroa
on “Orange is the New Black,”
Reiner won a SAG award as
part of the amazing ensemble
cast. She loves working as a

DFS team

Sponsor L’eggs

Charreah Jackson, Marcia Cole (Photo by AJB) IT gift bags

Jamie Kern Lima

Audrey Smaltz

change maker for women, and
has been invited to The White
House, The United Nations,
S.H.E. Summit, Google, Catalyst, Women’s Media Summit,
Founders/Collision and Cannes
Lion to speak about breaking
barriers for women in all fields.
This is exemplified in her recent
creation of Livari Clothing,
an eco- friendly, ethical and
zero waste lux fashion line
for women, in collaboration
with celebrity stylist Claudine
DeSola and Women’s March
Organizer Tabitha St. Bernard-Jacobs. Reiner also starred
in and produced Equity, the first
ever female driven Wall Street
film. She recently wrapped
production as both a producer
and star of motherhood dark
comedy EGG, starring with
Christina Hendricks and Anna
Camp.
Coco Rocha, iconic supermodel and the brand director of
Nomad Mgmt, a global personal model management company, served as the Protégé. Rocha
has appeared on the runway for
top designers like Marc Jacobs,
Versace, Prada, Louis Vuitton,
Dolce & Gabbana, Chanel,
Balenciaga and countless others. She ignited a firestorm
in the fashion industry when
she opened and closed the Fall
2007 Jean Paul Gaultier show
by performing an Irish dance
down the runway, an event later
dubbed “The Coco Moment”
by Vogue’s Anna Wintour. She
is often considered the world’s
first digital supermodel, breaking the mold for what it means
to be a model in the modern
age. Using her platform, Rocha was instrumental in the
passage of new laws protecting
underage models in 2013 and

Stephanie Sobel

Patrice Thompson

Martha Luna, Nancy Ruffin

Eunice Liriano, Lola Ogunnaike, Carmen Rita Wong,
Suzanne Rust, Cynthia Jones

continues to be a voice of reason and change in the industry
while mentoring the 75 models
signed to the Nomad Mgmt
North American agency, helping guide the careers of today
and tomorrow’s cover stars.
The engaging exchange
was moderated by the Host
of Entertainment Weekly The
Show, Lola Ogunnaike. For
more than a decade, Ogunnaike has traveled the globe
as a writer and television
correspondent, covering key
events in entertainment, popular culture and politics for the
New York Times, CNN, NBC,
MSNBC, BET, MTV, VH1
and Al Jazeera. The event is
the gift that just keeps giving
and after receiving a plethora
of thought-provoking gifts of
wisdom, attendees left with a
gift bag of IT Cosmetics.
Women Helping Women
is supported and funded by
L’eggs, Southwest Airlines,
Oath, Southwest, GE, Lucy
Kaylin, Malecon Productions,
Penske Automotive Group,
Stephanie Sobel, Aon Risk
Solutions, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, and Turner. For
additional information, please
visit https://www.dressforsuccess.org/womenhelpingwomen.
(Photos by Jasmine Alston and
Rashiid Marcell Photography
for DFS)
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Christian Siriano pens 'Dresses to Dream About’

By Audrey J. Bernard

D

esigner to the stars
Christian Siriano has
penned his dream book,
Dresses to Dream About. Siriano loves his fans and has always
wanted to share with them his
unique design process and for
the first time ever, his many fans
will be shown his inimitable
signature style – lavish details,
sophisticated structures, and
movements of his dresses.
Dresses to Dream About
details the creative journey of
Siriano’s designs, starting from
an original sketch and ending
with a dreamy, finished, gown.
Photography of Siriano at work
in his Manhattan studio and
narration by the designer himself track the design process,
and give a behind-the-scenes
look at the work of one of
America’s leading young fashion stars.

Author Christian Siriano
with his book

Angela Bassett

To celebrate his latest feat
accompli, Siriano hosted a lavish book party at the beautiful
Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles, California on Thursday,
November 30, 2017 to show
fans his unique design process
behind each look. Notables in
attendance included Angela
Bassett, Kathy Bates, Helen
Hunt, Connie Britton, Niecy
Nash, Kristin Chenoweth,
Kate Mara, Sarah Hyland,
Alicia Silverstone, Samira
Wiley, Lauren Morelli, Selma Blair, Isabelle Fuhrman,
Willow Shields, Michelle
Trachtenberg, Sarah Rafferty
and Nicole Laliberte.
Since debuting his namesake
collection in 2008 at New York’s
Fashion Week, Siriano has become one of the most influential
and talked-about fashion designers in America. From couture
red-carpet gowns to affordable
shoes for the average buyer, his
eponymous collection spans a
broad consumer base.
Siriano begins each collection by sketching hundreds of
silhouettes. “Like watching a
film,” he elegantly states, “there
is always a story, and something
to remember. With this book, I
want to share that story.”
Dresses to Dream About
(Hardcover / 9½” x 12” / 224
pages / 150 photographs and
sketches $45.00 U.S. / ISBN:
978-0-8478-5838-5 / Rizzoli New York / Release date:
November 2017). (Photo by
Donato Sardella/Getty Images
for Christian Siriano)

Nash, Christian
Siriano

Kristin Chenoweth, Kathy
Bates, Sarah Hyland

Samira Wiley, Lauren Morelli

Jasmine Poulton

Christian Siriano and his book launch guests (L-R) Nicole Laliberte, Kathy Bates, Sarah Rafferty, Alicia Silverstone, Sarah Hyland, Christian Siriano, Isabelle Fuhrman, Selma Blair, Connie Britton, Kate Mara, Niecy Nash

About the Author
Following his studies in
London under Vivienne Westwood and Alexander McQueen,
Christian Siriano launched his
eponymous collection in 2008.
The Christian Siriano collection is shown each season at
New York Fashion Week, and
presented in New York and
Paris to retailers. Known for
whimsical and show-stopping
design – from fantasy evening
gowns and cocktail dresses to
tailored sportswear, intricately
detailed shoes and accessories
– the collection can be found at
department stores and specialty
boutiques around the globe. In
2012, the first flagship Christian
Siriano store opened in New

Kate Mara, Alicia Silverstone, Selma Blair

York City, and in 2013 he was
inducted as a member of the
Council of Fashion Designers
of America (CFDA).
Dubbed “the new king of
old-school glamour” by Elle
and “the next billion-dollar
designer” by Yahoo! Style,
his designs have appeared on
the world’s biggest stars and
most prestigious red carpets.
Siriano is the youngest person
to ever appear on the Crain’s
“40 Under 40” list, and was a
member of Forbes’ “30 Under
30” in 2015. He was named
“Designer of the Year” at the
2016 AAFA American Image
Awards and won the Couture
For A Cause “Designer of the
Decade” award that same year.
He co-founded accessories

Angela Bassett,
Samira Wiley

e-commerce retailer “Send the
Trend” and served as Chief
Curator until its acquisition
by QVC. The consummate
designer also designs seasonal
collections of affordable shoes
and handbags for Payless ShoeSource, an ongoing guest designer collaboration since 2009.
In 2016 he designed a collaboration collection for Lane Bryant.
Other design partnerships have
included a beauty line for Victoria’s Secret, and clothing and/or
accessories with HSN, Disney,
Nordstrom, Best Buy, Puma,
Starbucks, Spiegel, and others.
“Silhouette,” his first fragrance,
launched in 2014. Christian Siriano intimates, eyewear, home/
bedding, and beauty collections
all launched in 2015 and 2016.

Angela Bassett, Kristin
Chenoweth, Brad Walsh,
Brad Goreski, Johnny Wujek, Kate Mara, Michelle Trachtenberg, Jen
Christian Siriano, Niecy Nash
Rade, Christian Siriano

Sarah Hyland, Christian Siriano Angela Bassett

Helen Hunt

Alicia Silverstone,
Christian Siriano

WHAT’S GOING ON

BLACK ENTERPRISE

A Washington Post article ,
“Colin Kaepernick tweets that He
Wants to Join Diddy in Buying the
NC Panthers.” Essay mentions that
Sean (P. Diddy) Combs, recently
said that he wanted to buy the
entire National Football League,
which is wishful thinking. Now
that an NFL franchise the NC
Panthers, is up for sale, Diddy is
revisiting NFL ownership. The
estimated Panther Price tag is
$2.3 billion, a little more than Sean
Combs’ personal net worth.of
$820 million. He needs partners.
Diddy wants to buy the team and
hire Colin Kaepernick, ,” take to
the knee” out-of- work quarterback. In 2014 P. Diddy talked Sean (P.Diddy) Combs
about acquiring the Clippers
Kaepernick tweets that he’d be who do not get an equitable share
interested in joining group of Pan- of the revenues. There are two nonther investors. NBA’s Stephen white NFL minority owners.
Curry is interested in a partnership.
If Black money elite can buy the
Former NFL players Maurice Jones
Drew, Greg Jennings and Shawne franchise, will Bill Rhoden, former
Merriman also want in on a Panther NY Times sports columnist and audeal. There is ample Black wealth thor of “Forty Million Dollar Slaves:
to make the purchase happen. The The Rise and Fall and Redemption
NFL is world’s largest grossing sport. of the Black Athlete” have to write a
Almost all of the majority NFL fran- sequel. And then there are all of the
chise owners are white, while 70% of bad chemicals swirling in POTUS
NFL players are African American, 45’s head about the SOBs.

AND THE WINNER IS
After weeks of post 11/7 election
recounts, there is a new Sheriff designate in the town of Suffolk County,
New York! Democrat Errol Toulon
will be sworn in as the 67th Sheriff
on January 1. The highest ranking
law enforcement officer in Suffolk
County, the Sheriff’s post was created more than three centuries ago.
Toulon’s victory is historic, making
him Suffolk County’s first AfricanAmerican sheriff and the first Black
elected to countywide office in Long
Island.
Mainstream media made its Cassandra-like predictions about the end Errol Toulon
of the Atlanta, Georgia Black mayor
tradition, which began in 1973 with ocrat emerged victorious over fellow
Maynard Jackson. The 2017 mayoral white Democrat Mary Norwood. Inrace ended in a runoff, followed by a cumbent Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reid
recount; but African American Dem- is term limited.

TALK OF THE TOWN

The Crain’s New York Business
Special Issue currently on newsstands
is all about the city’s biggest, best
businesses and professionals. The
2018 Leading Women Lawyers List
included lots of African Americans.
They include Sheila S. Boston, Arnold & Porter; Kimberly Y. Chainey,
Avis Budget Group; Lisa Davis,
Frankfurt, Kurnit Kelin & Selz; Wanda N. Goodloe, CBRE; Keisha-Ann
G. Gray, Proskauer Rose; Taa Grays,
Metlife; Tanya Hobson-Williams,
Hobson-Williams; Lenore Horton,
Fisherbroyles; Hazel-Ann F. Mayers,
Simon & Schuster; Marjorie Me- Lisa Davis
sidor, Phillips & Associates; Moya
M. O’Connor; Metlife; Alanna. C. Flexner; and Stacie E. Trott, Duval
Rutherford, Partner Boies Schiller & Stachenfeld;

MEDIA MATTERS

Scott Mills named president of
BET, leading purveyor of entertainment targeted to African American
audience, effective January 1 succeeding Debra Lee, who continues
as BET CEO/Chair. Lee has been
BET president since 2005 when
she succeeded BET founder Robert
Johnson. Mills served as an Executive
Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer at Viacom, BET’s parent
company.
TV One cancels Roland Martin’s
News One Now morning show, owing
to budget woes. Reason does not make
sense. New s One show was extended
to two hours in September, owing to
its popularity. Also TV One or one
of its subsidiaries recently purchased

Roland Martin

about six of the top websites boasting
strong Urban, as in African American
appeal. Martin’s last News One Now
show airs on 12/21.

NEWSMAKERS
Congratulations to Athena Moore
,a Manhattan Borough President Gale
Brewer lieutenant, who is recipient
of the 2017 Isaac Lieberman Public
Service Award for Citywide Civil
Service Employees.
Martha Jones, globe trotter weaver and visual artist, who lives in
New York in winter and summers
on Martha’s Vineyard, just returned
from South Africa where she visited
Capetown and JoBurg.
The winter solstice and the zodiac
sign Capricorn arrive on December
21. Birthday greetings to the following Capricorn natives: William
Anthony Allan, Bill Burgess, Emmet
Causey, Morris Chestnut, Laurent
Delly, Wallace Ford, Esquire, Mary
Flowers, Marilyn Gobern, Wallace
Gossett, Esquire; Michael Garner,
Michael Horsford, Rafee Kamaal,
Mae Jackson, Laura James, LeBron
James, James Earl Jones, John Legend, Byron Lewis, Lucille McEwen,
Esquire, First Lady Michelle Obama,
Dwyane Wade, Denzel Washington
,Marcus Wingate, Tiger Woods, Nathanael Wright, Esquire, and Camille

Yarbrough.
RIP: Chester Redhead, 92, passed
on December 2, in Florida. Harlem
born and bred, Chester Redhead’s
career was the gold standard of dental
care. His office, Harlem Dental Associates, is still housed at Lenox Terrace
at 2225 Fifth Avenue. It is the place
to restore that Colgate smile. He practiced from 1953 to 2012. Dr. Redhead
was an aggressive community advocate, responsible for numerous free
dental care initiatives and programs,
which benefited Harlem’s indigent
population. He was prominent in
social circles and summered in Sag
Harbor, NY. A long-serving president
of the Howard University Alumni
Association, he was also president of
the NY Society of Forensic Dentists
If memory serves, Dr. Redhead sold
Harlem Dental Associates, to a young
African- American associate Dr.
Maryann Riordan. He is survived by
his wife Gladys and sons Raymond
and Charles. A NY memorial service was held on 12/18 at St. Phillips
Episcopal Church on 134 Street in
Harlem.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
The Sugar Hill Children’s Museum of Art and Storytelling, will host
the Harlem Opera Theater presentation of HOLIDAY COMMUNITY
SING, songs of the holiday season
and ensemble from famous operas
on December 21 at 6 pm, with
performances by Stephen Wallace,
tenor; Denisha Ballew, soprano;
Virdall Williams, bass baritone, and
Dr. Gregory Hopkins, artistic director, on piano. Refreshments will be
served at this family friendly, free
concert which is open to the public.
The Sugar Hill Museum is located
at 898 St. Nicholas Avenue, on 155
Street, Manhattan. Visit harlemoperatheater.org.
The Apollo Theater’s 10th Annual
Kwanzaa Gala, on “Regeneration
Night” will be held on Saturday, December 30, with two shows at 2 pm
and 7:30 pm, celebrating the 35th Anniversary of Abel R. Salaam’s Forces
of Nature Dance Theatre. Apollo
continues its tradition of observing
one day of the Kwanzaa season,
honoring one of its principles. Visit
apollotheater.org
Vo Rivers New Heritage Theatre
co-presents with the American
Museum of Natural History, and

Community Works, the Museum’s
39 th Anniversary of Kwanzaa with
performances by the Persuasions,
a gospel a cappella group; Vy
Higginsen’s Gospel For Teens;
and the Brooklyn United Marching Band, on December 30, from
12 to 5 pm. The Kwanzaa 2017
celebration, complimentary with
Museum admission, will be held
at the Milstein Hall of Ocean Life
at the Museum of Natural History,
located at Central Park West at 79
Street, Manhattan.
JaRon’s Parlor Jazz , a NY Sunday
ritual, celebrates New Year’s Eve,
12/31 , on East 80s, Manhattan, with
authentic jazz, blues, and soul show
with virtuoso pianist Ms. Emme
Kemp (composer and actress of 1976
Broadway musical “Bubbling Brown
Sugar”) and vocalist JaRon. Parlor
Jazz NYE will be a party like no other, offering entertainment, and food
like Louisiana seafood gumbo, hot
buttered cornbread, Parlor Jazz BBQ
chicken, dirty rice, green salad , vino
and champagne, all for $50. Louisiana-born JaRon Eames is celebrated
musician and author. Reservations
necessary. Text 646.337.0620 or visit
jaroneames.com

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com
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Jazz-Chat

Quincy Jones QWEST TV,
Launches “The Netflix of Jazz”

Q

west TV, the world’s
first subscription video-on-demand (SVOD)
platform dedicated to Jazz
and Jazz-inspired music forms
founded by Living Legend/
Composer/Performer Quincy
Jones in collaboration with
French Jazz Impresario and
Television Producer Reza Ackbaraly, announced its official
global launch date on December 15, 2017.
The announcement comes
just two months following a
successful Kick starter crowdfunding campaign in Fall 2017
that raised nearly $170,000
USD, nearly double the platform’s target goal.
First announced at Montreux
Jazz Festival in July 2017,
Qwest TV featured more than
100 curated concerts, documentaries, interviews and archives
of premium Jazz and related
eclectic music original content,
through a responsive platform
available for access on computers, mobile and tablet devices.
Subscriptions are available
in Standard (SD) or Premium (HD/4K) formats, with
pricing starting at $7.49 USD
per month. All subscription
tiers are ad-free. Customers
can subscribe at www.qwest.
tv. Initial content available on
launch date included content
featuring artists such as Aretha
Franklin, B.B. King, Anderson
Paak, Bobby McFerrin, Robert

Living Legend/Composer/Performer Quincy Jones

Glasper, Jacob Collier, Sun
Ra, Al Jarreau, Maceo Parker,
Chick Corea, Gregory Porter,
Macy Gray, Wayne Shorter, George Benson, Dee Dee
Bridgewater, Pharoah Sanders,
Elvin Jones, Milton Nascimento, and many others.

French Jazz Impresario/Television Producer Reza Ackbaraly

A variety of new original
content will be added on a
monthly basis.
With support from musicians such as Questlove, Erykah
Badu, Gilles Peterson, Marcus
Miller, Gregory Porter, Kamasi
Washington, Chucho Valdes,

Zakir Hussain and many more.
Qwest TV’s objective is
to increase the popularity of
Jazz, highlighting its influence on other types of music
from Hip-Hop to electronic
music, introducing new talent, and bringing to light its
major role in the evolution
of society to engage the next
generation.
“I have witnessed first-hand
the power of Jazz–and all of
its off-spring from the Blues
and R&B to Pop, Rock and
Hip-Hop, to tear down walls
and bring the world together.
I believe that a hundred years
from now, when people look
back at the 20th Century, they
will view Bird, Miles and Dizzy
as our Mozarts, Bachs, Chopins
and Tchaikovskys. It’s my hope
that Qwest TV will serve to
carry forth and build on the
great legacy that is Jazz for
many generations to come,”
says Quincy Jones, Qwest TV
Co-founder.
Each program will be accompanied by informative liner
notes written by journalists and
Jazz experts, and subscribers
will also be guided by playlists
created every month by guest
curators (ranging from music
experts, producers, record label owners as well as famous
musicians).
“At Qwest TV, Jazz and
Jazz-inspired music are going
to be at the root of everything
we do, but we also want to

highlight their influence on
culture and music in general,
the connections between different musical genres, and how
Jazz is constantly evolving and
keeping up with the times,”
says Reza Ackbaraly, Qwest TV
co-founder.
The December 15 launch
was celebrated with a special
live concert in Paris featuring
artists such as Jacob Collier,
Cheick Tidiane Seck, Moh
Kouyaté, Magic Malik, Mederic Collignon (performing a
special Quincy Jones tribute),
Sylvain Luc, and Omar Sosa.
The concert was livestreamed
through Qwest.tv and available for Video on Demand
playback following the livestream, an example of prime
original content Qwest TV
will produce.

About Qwest TV

Created in October 2017
after several years in the making, Qwest TV, the world’s
first streaming-video service
celebrating Jazz and Jazz-inspired music forms, is based in
Los Angeles, USA, and Paris,
France. Supported by a firstclass team of artists, producers,
venues and festivals, Qwest TV
offers its subscribers around
the world a carefully curated
selection of high-definition,
100 percent legal films and
videos. Visit www.qwest.tv/
catalog for a complete list of
launch content.

One of this year’s greatest musicals has splashy premiere

Production photo of the cast in The Greatest Showman

By Audrey J. Bernard
Film Reviewer

T

wentieth Century Fox
and luxury cruise line
Cunard hosted the world
premiere of The Greatest
Showman on flagship ocean
liner Queen Mary 2 on Friday, December 8, 2017 while
the luxury liner was docked
in Brooklyn, New York. This
was no ordinary premiere but
this is no ordinary film as Cunard broadcast the red carpet
event LIVE from the ship in
real-time with a Facebook
livestream, giving viewers an
opportunity to be part of the
show. The movie was distributed nationwide by 20th Century
Fox on Wednesday, December
20 to box office history.
Brilliantly directed by new
filmmaker Michael Gracey,
this magnetic combination of
song, dance and spellbinding
dancing has the reel whirl rev-

Hugh Jackman, Zac
Efron

Hugh Jackman,
Michael Gracey

eling in the songs by Academy
Award winners Benj Pasek and
Justin Paul (“La La Land”).
The dramatic musical stars
quintessential showman, Academy Award nominee Hugh
Jackman who plays P. T. Barnum, the flamboyant showman
and founder of the traveling
Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Circus, in the film.
Jackman was joined by co-stars
Zac Efron, Zendaya, Rebecca
Ferguson, Yahya Abdul-Mateen II and Keala Settle, and
a host of others along with an
award-winning creative team on
the red carpet for the spectacular opening.
DEETS: T he Grea test
Showman is a bold and original musical that celebrates the
birth of show business and
the sense of wonder we feel
when dreams come to life.
Inspired by the ambition and
imagination of P.T. Barnum,
the fresh new musical tells the
story of a visionary who rose
from nothing to create a mesmerizing spectacle that became

Zendaya

Joe Trapanese, John
Denby

Cast photo from the world premiere of The Greatest Showman
aboard the Queen Mary 2

Zendaya & Zac in sexy swing act

a worldwide sensation. The
riveting story transports the
audience back to the 1800s and
follows the journey of the incomparable showman and his
quest to transform show business. Throughout the musical,
Barnum puts the spotlight on
exceptional but misunderstood
people, calling on them to
perform their uncanny talents
in his show even despite some
public backlash. The luxury
ship was the perfect place for
the premiere as it paid homage
to Barnum’s many transatlantic trips
The movie resonated around
so many social issues. “The

message in the movie is acceptance of everyone, regardless
of their age, shape, gender, or
race,” expressed Efron. “To be
proud of who you are and accepting of yourself is important
as well.” Adding to the memorable aspects of the film are the
musical numbers by songwriters Pasek and Paul, who always
get it right by captivating each
character’s individuality and
compassion.
Zendaya, who stunned on
the red carpet in a tulle floorlength gown by Viktor & Rolf
added, “Joy is the first thing
that comes to my mind when I
watch the film. A huge part of
it is leading with your heart and
letting love be more powerful
than anything.” The dazzling
premiere came to an explosive
end as fireworks illuminated
the sky and could be seen from
miles away.
The Greatest Showman

Keala Settle

Yahya Abdul-Mateen II

Laurence Mark, Bill
Condon

Austyn Johnson, Cameron Seely
Jenny Bicks

Sam Humphrey

Rebecca Ferguson

Hugh Jackman, his wife Deborra-Lee Furness

boasts an award-winning creative team: Michael Gracey
(director); Laurence Mark,
p.g.a, Peter Chernin, p.g.a,
Jenno Topping, p.g.a (producers); Jenny Bicks, Bill
Condon (screenplay); Jenny
Bicks (story); John Debney,
Joseph Trapanese (score);
Benj Pasek, Justin Paul
(songs) Hugh Jackman, Zac
Efron, Michelle Williams,
Rebecca Ferguson, Zendaya,
Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, Keala Settle (stars); Seamus
McGarvey (cinematography);
Joe Hutshing (editor); and
Chernin Entertainment, Seed
Productions, Laurence Mark
Productions, TSG Entertainment (production companies).
(Photos by Getty Images for
20th Century Fox)

Justin Paul, Benj Pasek
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NY Film Critics Online Awards 2017

By Kam Williams
Special Assignment

N

ew York Film Critics Online, held its 18th annual
awards meeting in Walter
Reade Theatre’s Furman Gallery
in Lincoln Center, December
10, 2017, and voted winners
in 15 categories. PICTURE:
“The Florida Project (A24)”
(tie) “Mudbound” (Netflix)
(tie). DIRECTOR: Dee Rees

for “Mudbound” (Netflix). ACTOR: Gary Oldman for “Darkest Hour” (Focus).
ACTRESS: Margot Robbie
for “I, Tonya” (Neon). SUPPORTING ACTOR: Willem
Dafoe for “The Florida Project
(A24).” SUPPORTING ACTRESS: Allison Janney for
“I, Tonya” (Neon). SCREENPLAY:
Jordan Peele for “Get Out”
(Universal).
BREAKTHROUGH PERFORMER: Timothée Chalamet for “Call Me By Your
Name” (Sony Pictures Classics).
DEBUT DIRECTOR: Jordan
Peele for “Get Out” (Universal).
ENSEMBLE CAST: “Mudbound” (Netflix). DOCUMENTARY: “Bombshell: The Hedy
Lamarr Story” (Zeitgeist).
FOREIGN LANGUAGE: “In
the Fade” (Magnolia).
ANIMATED: “Coco” (Disney/Pixar). CINEMATOGRAPHY: Dan Laustsen for “The

Ensemble Cast “Mudbound”

Director Dee Rees “Mudbound”

Shape of Water” (Focus). USE
OF MUSIC: Steven Price
(music by) and Kristen Lane
(music supervisor) for “Baby
Driver” (TriStar).
TOP TEN FILMS (Alpha-

betical): “Call Me by Your
Name” (Sony Pictures Classics), “Dunkirk” (Warner
Bros.), “The Florida Project
(A24),” “Get Out” (Universal
Pictures), “I, Tonya” (Neon),

FLICK-CHAT

“Lady Bird (A24),” “Mudbound,” (Netflix), “Phantom
Thread” (Focus), “The Post”
(20th Century Fox), “The
Shape of Water” (Fox Searchlight).

Saoirse Shines as Rebellious Teen
By Kam Williams
Senior Movie Critic

“Lady Bird”

S

aoirse Ronan is only 23,
but she’s already been
nominated for an Academy Award twice, for “Brooklyn” (2015) and “Atonement”
(2005). Now, she’s landed
another nomination for her
memorable turn as the title
character in “Lady Bird.”
It’s hard to say whether three
times will prove to be the charm
for the Irish ingenue, since
this has been a banner year for
actresses, with powerful performances turned in by worthy
competitors like Sally Hawkins,
Frances McDormand and perennial-nominee Meryl Streep.
Win or lose, Ronan deserves all
the accolades she’s getting for
exhibiting an enviable range in
a very demanding role as a tormented teen constantly in crisis.
Life is an emotional roller
coaster for this college-bound
senior. And as the film unfolds,
it’s easy to see why. Christine
“Lady Bird” McPherson is an
iconoclast who refuses to con-

form, whether she’s rebelling
from her overbearing mother
(Laurie Metcalf) or breaking
the rules at her Catholic high
school. She dyes her hair a
bizarre blend of red and pink,
and insists on being addressed
as Lady Bird by everyone.
Despite being an academic
underachiever, she’s banking on
college as her ticket out of town.
She hates boring Sacramento,
and won’t settle for a school
anywhere but in New York City.
But instead of studying to pick
up her grades, she indulges her
impulses by running for class
president and trying out for a
role in “The Tempest.” Plus,
her hormones are raging, and
she’s a little boy crazy, too. So,
excuse her for not being able to
keep her eyes on the university
prize.
The plot thickens in a variety of surprising ways it would
be almost evil to spoil here.
Suffice to say that Lady Bird
is a fantastic, female-centric,
instant classic reminiscent of
both “Juno” (2007) and “Bridesmaids” (2011). Written and
directed by Mumblecore movement maven Greta Gerwig,

Actress Saoirse Ronan (left) in scene from “Lady Bird”

the picture is also ostensibly
semi-autobiographical, since the
Sacramento native attended an
all-girls Catholic school before
moving to Manhattan to attend
Barnard College.

A delightful crowd pleaser
well deserving of Oscar nominations for Best Picture, Best
Actress, Best Director and Best
Original Screenplay! Excellent
(4 stars). Rated R for profani-

ty, sexuality, teen partying and
brief graphic nudity. Running
time: 93 minutes. Production
Company: Scott Rudin Productions/IAC Films / Management 360. Distributor: A24.

Uma Thurman is magnifique as ‘The Parisian Woman’

Opening Night curtain call: Blair Brown, Josh Lucas, Uma
Thurman, Phillipa Soo, Marton Csokas

The Parisian Woman understudies Sydney Lemmon, Ron Menzel,
Caris Vujcec

By Audrey J. Bernard

M

ore and more famous
Hollywood stars are
making their debut
on Broadway. The most recent
transplant is the lithesome
and lovely Academy Award
nominee Uma Thurman (Kill
Bill, Pulp Fiction, “Imposters”)
who’s making her Broadway
debut in the buzzworthy new
play by “House of Cards” creator Beau Willimon’ (Farragut
North Ides of March) — The
Parisian Woman — which
opened on Thursday, November
30, 2017 at the Hudson Theatre,
141 West 44th Street, NYC to
ravishing reviews.
Dauntingly directed by Tony
Award winner Pam MacKinnon (Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?, Clybourne Park) the
fun and engaging play is performed without intermission
so there is no break in the creative flow and incessant laughter aimed at today’s political
environment. The writing is
witty and wonderful and hits
way below the belt. And smart
and sexy Thurman is the perfect vixen delivering her lines
with amazing grace! As you’re
bowled over from laughter from
one scene, she’s onto her next
gutsy below the belt line. You
never stop laughing!
When not staring at Thur-

Designer Zac Posen

Opening Night party celebrants Pam MacKinnon, Josh Lucas,
Uma Thurman, Beau Willimon, Marton Csokas

man – don’t hate her because
she’s beautiful — your eyes
are fixed on the elaborately chic
sets. Also giving good eye candy
are co-stars Josh Lucas (Sweet
Home Alabama, American
Psycho, “The Mysteries of
Laura”), Tony Award winner Blair Brown (“Orange Is
The New Black,” “Fringe,” Copenhagen, Nikolai and the
Others), Marton Csokas (Loving, The Lord of the Rings) and
Tony Award nominee Phillipa
Soo (Hamilton, Amélie).
Willimon sets The Parisian
Woman in the present in Washington, D.C., where powerful
friends are the only kind worth
having, especially after the
2016 election. At the center
is Chloe (Uma Thurman), a
socialite armed with charm
and wit, coming to terms with
politics, her past, her marriage
and an uncertain future. Dark

Uma Thurman

humor and drama collide at
this pivotal moment in Chloe’s
life, and in our nation’s, when
the truth isn’t obvious and
the stakes couldn’t be higher.
Willimon’s inspiration for The
Parisian Woman came from
French dramatist Henri Becque’s controversial play, La
Parisienne which debuted in
Paris in 1885.
The creative team for The
Parisian Woman is Tony Award
winner Derek McLane (scenic
design), Tony Award winner Jane Greenwood (costume
design), Tony Award winner Peter Kaczorowski (lighting design), three-time Drama
Desk Award nominee Darrel
Maloney (projections), Broken Chord (sound design and
original composition), Tom
Watson (hair design), and
Tommy Kurzman (make-up
design). Casting is by Telsey +

Phillipa Soo

Hamilton alums Okieriete ‘Oak’ Onaodowan, Jasmine Cephas
Jones, Andrew Chappelle, Anthony Ramos

Company, Will Cantler CSA.
Boneau/Bryan-Brown is the
general press representative.
The Parisian Woman was
commissioned by The Flea
Theater in New York City
(Jim Simpson, founder, Niegel
Smith, artistic director, Carol
Ostrow, producing director).
It was originally produced
by South Coast Repertory
and is produced on Broadway
by Marc Routh, Richard
Frankel, Tom Viertel, Steven

Blair Brown and Phillipa Soo

Baruch, Steve Traxler, Grad/
Raqy, Jam Theatricals, Gabrielle Palitz in association
with Marvin Rosen, Andy
Okoskyn/Ivanna de Benito,
Peter and Susan Crampton
Davis, Peggy Hill, Terence
and Lori Street, Lucille Werlinich, Cecelia Joyce Johnson/Deep End Productions,
Thomas Kranz/Robert Shelley and Joe Watson. (Photos
courtesy Broadway.com by
Emilio Madrid-Kuser)

The Parisian Woman director Pam
MacKinnon & scribe Beau Willimon
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“The Children”: Perfection on Stage

By Ernece B. Kelly
Drama Critic

T

he two-hour British play,
“The Children” comes
closer to dramatic perfection than any other this season.
The story is gripping—the
acting top-rate—the set well
thought out—and technical
matters such as sound, lighting,
and costuming all work together, enhancing the narrative.
The three fine actors are
Francesca Annis as (Rose),
Deborah Findlay as (Hazel)
and Ron Cook playing (Robin). Retired nuclear engineers,
Rose long ago moved to the
U.S. while Hazel and Robin
raised their four children near
their workplace, the nuclear
power plant which only recently
failed, spewing radioactivity,
causing both physical and psychological havoc.
Death and dying are commented on throughout the play,
sometimes glancingly, other
times at length. But playwright
Lucy Kirkwood cleverly lightens the heaviness of this set-up
with humor, both belly laughs
and more subtle ones. (The
dance the three perform is
hilarious!).

Actors Francesca Annis, Deborah Findlay and Ron Cook in “The Children”

Expressing her surprise that
Rose has turned up unexpectedly at their isolated cottage, Hazel says, “We heard you’d died/
Lovely you’re not of course.”
Kirkwood’s hyper-realistic
dialogue with its interruptions
and half-sentences is consistently smart in its insights and
revelatory in self-knowledge.
Long on dialogue and short
on action—the large kitchen is

the sole set—audiences learn a
considerable amount about the
lives of the three friends as they
talk. Choreographed like an exquisite dance, one or the other
leaves the kitchen from time to
time, allowing us to be privy
to secrets and clandestine acts.
All adding to the suspense—
why has Rose come? It’s only
after the halfway point that we
learn the answer. Even at play’s

end audiences don’t learn the
full consequences of her visit.
Peter Mumford’s lighting
and projections help convey
the awful-ness resulting from a
meltdown and Miriam Buether’s
scenic design imparts the inconveniences resulting from
the imminent spread of radioactivity— a kitchen crammed
with “emergency” items—while
James Macdonald’s

fine direction keeps the three
actors moving across the small
space, passing, embracing,
separating.
If you plan to see one more
play this season, put this at the
top of your list. It’s a funny,
exquisitely crafted, thought provoking drama. “The Children”
is at the Manhattan Theatre
Club in Times Square. It closes
February 4, 2018.

“Downtown Race Riot” Fail to Satisfy
By Ernece B. Kelly

D

espite its promising
and provocative title,
the 100 minute drama,
“Downtown Race Riot” is a
tangle of superficial narratives
which mostly fail to satisfy.
Based on a 1976 event in
which gangs of mostly white
males invaded Greenwich
Village intent on killing or
maiming as many Blacks as
they could, the play never
leaves the home—vividly outfitted by Set Designer Derek
McLane—of Mary Shannon
(Chloe Sevigny) whose son,
Jimmy (David Levi) tries to
resist the other gang members’
insistence on his participating
in the slaughter.
While those playing the major characters—the Shannons,
and Moise Morancy who plays
Jimmy’s best friend (Marcel

Baptiste), and Sadie Scott as
Jimmy’s sister (Joyce) turn in
excellent performances, the
other gang members Christian
Demeo as (Tommy-Sick) and
Daniel Sovich as (Jay 114)
pop in and out of the Shannon
apartment are handicapped by
mostly cloudy narratives. Other
than an insistence on Jimmy
joining them, it’s unclear what
we’re to take away from their
stories.
With its hints of homoeroticism between Jimmy and
Marcel, hints of incestuous
longings between Jimmy and
his drug-addicted mother,
and sexual tensions between
Joyce and Marcel there were
plenty dramatic veins to mine
without bringing in other
characters.
D i re cto r Sc ot t E l l i ot t
keeps his seven actors moving
smoothly between the several

Scene from “Downtown Race Riot”

over-stuffed rooms of the Shannon apartment, and the lighting
design of Yael Lubetzky subtly
affects the moods which range
from laugh-out-loud humor—
especially in the long scene
with Attorney Bob Gilman
(Josh Pais) and Mrs. Shan-

non—and the poignancy of the
closing scene.
But these technical qualities are not enough to prevent
“Downtown Race Riot” from
collapsing under its own narrative weight.
“Downtown Race Riot”

is at Pershing Square Signature Center, West on 42nd
Street, Manhattan. It closes
December 23rd. CORRECTION—DEC. 31, 2017 IS
CLOSING DATE FOR THE
PLAY “SCHOOL GIRLS…”
NOT JUNE 31, 2018.
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From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City
Department of Design and Construction awarded
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673
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AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels
For Wishes, benefiting MakeA-Wish. We offer free towing
and your donation is 100% tax
deductible. Call (917) 336-1254
FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com
Call AIM for free information COMPANY. NAME: (J&K
866-296-7094
Davis), LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the
AIRLINE CAREERS Start
Secretary of State of New York
Here –Get trained as FAA
LEGAL NOTICE
(SSNY) on (7/20/2017). Office
certified Aviation Technician.
NOTICE OF FORMATION location: Bronx County. SSNY
Financial aid for qualified students. Job placement assistance. OF LIMITED LIABILITY has been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to
the LLC, (United State Corporation Agents, Inc 7014 13th
*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
Avenue,
Suite 202 Brooklyn,
ANYWHERE
Benefiting
NY 11228). Purpose: For any
*We Accept All Vehicles
Running or Not
lawful purpose.
Make-A-Wish®
HELP WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR

Wheels For
Wishes

Hudson Valley

*Fully Tax Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

NAME CHANGE
Notice is hereby given that
an Order entered by the Civil
Court, New York County on
12/14/2017, bearing Index

Number NC-002916-17/NY, a
copy of which may be examined
at the Office of the Clerk, located at 111 Centre Street, New
York, NY 10013, grants me
the right to: Assume the name
of Delores Cadell. My present

name is Delores Richards AKA
Delores Cadell, Delores Atanda. My place of birth is New
York, NY. My date of birth is
July 16, 1964. My present address is 1419 Shakespeare Ave,
Bronx, NY 10452
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New York Knicks and
Brooklyn Nets Christmas List
By Derrel Johnson

B

oth the New York Knicks
and the Brooklyn Nets
are playing better than
expected, with records of 1614 and 11-18, respectively, but
everyone wants some things
for Christmas, right? Here are
some things that the New York
Knicks and Brooklyn Nets organizations want (and need) for
Christmas.
A healthy roster. Kristaps
Porzingis has missed six games
and counting and Tim
Hardaway, Jr has missed nine
and counting for the Knicks.
The Nets have experienced
even more injury problems,
as Jeremy Lin suffered a season-ending injury in the first
game of the season, and D’Angelo Russell has only played in
12 games thus far this season.
With healthy rosters, both
Knicks Head Coach Jeff Hornacek and Nets Head Coach
Kenny Atkinson would be able
to utilize them to the best.
Road wins for the Knicks.
At Madison Square Garden,
the New York Knicks are a
good team, with an impressive

record of 14-5. On
the road, they had the
NBA’s worst road record
until they won a “road” game at
Barclays Center in Brooklyn.
Still, the Knicks are tied with
an NBA-worst 2 road wins, and
they just aren’t the same team.
The Knicks are going to have to
string some road wins together
if they want to make the 2018
NBA Playoffs.
Jahlil Okafor to build stamina. The Nets made a great
trade in acquiring the third
pick of the 2015 NBA Draft,

Jahlil Okafor, but he has only
played one game for the team
thus far, and Head Coach Atkinson discussed why Sunday.
“We need to help (Okafor) get
in better condition, that is first
off,” Atkinson said. “We need
to integrate him more into the
system. I think it is going to
take some time. I’m not going
to give you a date, but it is
a strategic plan, just like we
have done with all our guys,
integrating guys into the team.
It is going to take some time.”
Get rid of bad contracts. Phil

winning hand and was best for
the club to cut their losses and
get what they could. Most likely
better deals had already been
agreed upon with the Cardinals
and Giants, but again Stanton
used his veto power (no trade
clause) to force the Marlins
back to the table with the Yankees or Dodgers.
In the end the Dodgers who
are stuck in the middle of a
heavy luxury tax could not
take on a $295 million contract,
and backed the Marlins into
a corner. Either the Marlins
would continue to pay Stanton
his $29.5 per year for the next
10 years or take the package
New York offered.
Whether the necessity to
rid themselves of the contract
or the the need for a second
baseman after trading Dee Gordon, the Marlins excepted the
Yankee offer of Starlin Castro
and two class A minor leaguers.
Agreeing to cover $30 mil of
Giancarlo Stanton's contract
(barring 2020 opt out), the
Yankees will pay last year's
home run leader an extremely
reasonable $26.5 mil per.
Opponents of the trade point
to the years left or they claim it
handcuffs the Yankees for the
2018 offseason they've been
looking toward to land a big

free agent. Breaking news, the
big land is here and it didn't
take free agency meaning the
club saved money from not
competing in the open market.
Giancarlo Stanton is arguably better although older
than Bryce Harper or Manny
Machado. Both Machado and
Harper put their numbers up on
playoff teams with protection,
whereas Stanton did it in a
huge ballpark with the Marlins
lineup.
Next year's starting point for
Machado and Harper on the
open market will be between
$350-$400 million, putting
them at more years and money
per than Stanton. Equal production at $26.5 mil per versus $40 mil per, you can clearly
see the no brainer that this was
for Cashman and the easy sell
to the Steinbrenner family.
During Stanton's introductory press conference Giancarlo
spoke about his willingness to
leave the circus atmosphere as
he described it in Miami for the
stability of the Bronx. Discussing the possibilities of a lineup
featuring the top power hitters
in the game of baseball and his
expectations for the team, along
with fielding hostile questions
from St. Louis and Miami media members.

Jackson gave Joakim Noah a
contract worth $72 million over
4 years and it will not pay off.
Noah played some a year ago,
but after entering this season
under suspension for a drug test
violation, Noah has only played
18 minutes. The former defensive star turns 33 in February,
and the contract will end when
he is 35.   

More good t rades.
Though I criticized the
trade when it happened,
the Knicks did a good
job trading Carmelo
Anthony to the Thunder, receiving center Enes Kanter and
forward Doug McDermott. If the
Knicks are able
to unload the Noah
contract, he will be
a Christmas miracle! In the past six
months, the Nets have
landed both the #2 and
#3 picks in the 2015 NBA
Draft in Russell and Okafor,
and Nets General Manager
Sean Marks has created a
blueprint for getting quality
when the value has depreciated.
While the New York Knicks
or Brooklyn Nets are NOT NBA
Championship contenders, both
teams have young nucleuses in
which they can build a winner.
These gifts from Santa Claus
will help speed up the process.
For all of you who celebrate,
have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy Kwanzaa!

Early Christmas for the Yankees
By Joshua Garcia

C

hristmas is less than a
week away, but you won't
be able to convince Yankee fans it didn't already happen at the MLB Winter Meetings. After a trade that could
have only been conceivable
on PlayStation, the New York
Yankees unveiled a cog in their
2018 version of Murderers row.
That cog of course is none
other than the reigning National League MVP Giancarlo
Stanton. Yankee brass including Brian Cashman and Hal
Steinbrenner couldn't have been
beaming any brighter as they
showed off their prize to the
rest of baseball in Orlando at
the Winter Meetings.
New York may not have
gone into the off-season with
Giancarlo Stanton anywhere
near their list, but often in
baseball circumstances change
quickly. Upon hearing the desperation of new ownership in
Miami to unload the heaviest
contract in the majors, the
Yankees began to as GM Brian
Cashman said, "dip their toes
into the water."
As the process went on and
the Marlins discussed Stanton
with other teams Miami began
to realize Giancarlo had the

The Newest Bronx Bomber

One thing is for sure, Giancarlo chose the Yankees
because he wants to be here.
He wants to build on what the
2017 accomplished and to bring

a championship back to New
York. Along with Brian Cashman who is making moves as
we speak, the Bronx is burning
brighter than ever.

