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Glen Odom: School board member’s email, “Just don’t send it to the darkies.”
Sheriff Steve Prator speaking on his inmates:  “…they’re releasing some good ones that we use every 
day to wash cars, change oil in our cars, cook in the kitchen, to do all that, where we save money,”

Restauranteur Bobby Paul Edwards:  Hit his employee with frying pan, burned him with grease-covered 
tongs, beat with butcher knives, belt buckles and fists, called him the “n-word repeatedly,” 

John Kelly:  White House Chief of Staff lied on Rep Frederica Wilson, slams her with “empty barrel” 
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COMING OUT OF THE SHADOWS

Glen OdomSteve PratorBobby Edwards
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Experts say Trump Tax 
Plan harms the middle class

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

President Donald Trump’s 
tax plan which experts say 
eliminates state and local 

tax deductions as well as harms 
the middle-class, has come 
under sharp criticism from a 
cross section of New York’s 
population including businesses 
and elected officials.

“This tax plan is a gut shot 
to the middle class and all of 
Upstate New York’s economy 
that not only strips away the vi-
tal state and local tax deduction 
and personal exemption, but 
also goes so far as to undermine 
support for Medicare and Med-
icaid,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Charles Schumer.

He added that the admin-
istration is trying to sell this 
plan based on “fake math” but 
Western New Yorkers will not 
be duped; they know that 29 
percent of Western New York 
taxpayers claim the state and 
local deduction with an average 
deduction of $12.125.

Republican State Sen. Pat-
rick Gallivan from WNY said 
“losing the deduction not only 
increases taxes on hardworking 
New Yorkers, it amounts to res-
idents being taxed twice.

“Some reports indicate the 
loss of the deduction would 
cost the average resident $4,500 
more per year,” said Gallivan. 
He added that the impact on 
middle and low-income resi-
dents would be especially dev-
astating and could force more 
people and businesses to leave 
the Empire State.”

Duncan Mackenzie, CEO of 
the state Association of Real-
tors said that “home ownership 
is a keystone to strong societies, 
a keystone to building personal 
wealth.

“Anything to take away 
from that is irrational — which 
is what this really seems to be 

— doesn’t make any sense,” 
said Mackenzie.” We support 
efforts to reform the federal 
tax code to create a more 

simplified and fair system, 
but eliminating the deduction 
of state and local tax is bad 
news,” he added. 

Former presidents raise over 
$31M for hurricane victims

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

Barack Hussin Obama was 
among five living former 
U.S. Presidents who took 

the stage in College Station, 
Texas last Saturday night for 
a benefit concert raising funds 
for hurricane victims in Texas, 
Florida, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

Jimmy Carter, George H.W. 
Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. 
Bush and Obama reportedly 
first came together last month 
to launch the hurricane relief 
fund “One America Appeal.”

The initiative has so far raised 
$31 million with contributions 
from more than 80,000 donors. 
One hundred percent proceeds 
has been pledged to helping 
hurricane victims recover.

More than 10,000 people 
gathered at Texas A&M Univer-
sity’s Reed Arena for the sold-
out “Deep from the Heart: One 
America Appeal” benefit concert, 
according to published reports.

Kyke Lovett, Lee Greenwood 
and Gospel legend Yolanda Ad-
ams were among the performers 
who regaled the crowd. Pop star 

Lady Gaga also made a surprise 
appearance and announced she 
was donating $1 million to the 
hurricane relief effort.

The audience cheered wildly 
when the five former U.S. pres-
idents appeared on stage. These 
men last gathered together in 
2013 when Obama was still in 
the White House.

“We could not be prouder 
of the response of America – 
when they see their neighbors, 
when they see their friends, 
when they see strangers in need, 
America step up,” Obama told 
the audience.

“And as heartbreaking as the 
tragedies that took place here 
in Texas and in Florida and in 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands have been, what we 
have also seen in the spirit of 
America at its best,” he added.

President Trump did not 
attend the show, but sent a 
prerecorded message that was 
screened during the event.

“This wonderful effort re-
minds us that we truly are one 
nation God, all unified by our 
values and devotion to one 
another,” said Trump in his 
greeting. 

Select bus service expansion
By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

Mayor de Blasio has 
announced plans to 
expand Select Bus 

Service (SBS) to half a million 
more bus riders and speed bus 
routes citywide.

He also said the MTA will 
expand bus priority improve-
ments to make buses faster on 
key non-SBS corridors in all 
five boroughs.

“Bus riders deserve faster, 
more reliable service – and the 
growing number of riders on 
SBS buses has found that they 
are getting to work on-time, and 
getting home to family faster,” 
said the Mayor.

“With even more Select 
Bus Service routes coming 
on-line in the years ahead 
and a commitment to bring 
SBS-style treatments to other 
routes, “ de Blasio said “more 
communities in every borough 
will see the bus goals of major 
initiatives-both for a safer city 
under Vision Zero and a more 
equitable one under One NYC.

Polly Trottenberg, commis-
sioner, Department of Transpor-
tation (DTO) agreed. She added 
that “Select Bus Service has 

been a truly great partnership for 
the department and the MTA, as 
hundreds of thousands of daily 
riders citywide enjoy its benefits 
that make buses faster, more 
reliable, and more convenient.

A joint initiative of New 
York DOT and MTA New York 
Transit, SBS had expanded dra-
matically over the last four years, 
increasing ridership as travel 
times on those routes have im-
proved by as much as 30 percent.

According to Mayor de 
Blasio, 12 percent of bus rides 
are taken on an SBS’s route 
and that with his commitment 
that number will raise to 30 
percent- nearly one in three 
bus riders.

The Mayor said his admin-
istration has provided $270 
million for Select Buss Service, 
and in 2014, the administration 
introduced the first-ever base-
line funding to deliver SBS 
upgrades, support that will now 
enable SBS on the following 
targeted corridors and areas, 
where DOT expect work with 
the MTA.

Select Buss Service began in 
2008 on the BX12 route along 
Fordham Road in the Bronx, 
bringing bus rapid transit to 
New York City for the first time.

Trump twitter hints at release of 
Kennedy Assassination papers

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

President Trump has hinted 
in a twitter that he would 
call for all the public re-

lease of thousands of previously 
classified documents related to 
President John F. Kennedy’s 
Nov. 22, 1963 assassination in 
Dallas, Tex.

Public reaction to Trump’s 
decision is that in releasing 
the never-before-seen files, he 
would be complying with a law 
passed by Congress in 1991 that 
orders the National Archives to 
release the documents within 
25 years. That deadline falls on 
Oct. 26 this year.

However, the act specifically 

noted that the files shouldn’t 
be released if they harm in-
telligence, law enforcement, 
military operations or foreign 
operations. But Trump ap-
peared to acknowledge that the 
documents’ release is subject 
to him receiving further infor-
mation.

More than 3,000 documents 
relating to Kennedy’s 1963 
shooting death have never been 
released publicly. More than 
30,000 others were previously 
released, but with redactions.

Published reports indicate 
that a full release of the doc-
uments is unlikely and that 
President Trump many block 
certain portions of the files 
being released. Those who are 

opposed reasoned that some 
documents from the 1960s 
may contain information on 
recent American intelligence 
and law-enforcement operation.

Kennedy’s death has been 
one of hew most controversial 
cases in American history, 
with some questioning whether 
Lee Harvey Oswald dilled the 
president himself or if it was the 
work of someone else. Oswald 
was arrested in the assassina-
tion bust fatally shot days later.

During his 2016 presiden-
tial campaign, Trump publicly 
suggested that the father of one 
of his political rivals, Sen. Ted 
Cruz, was somehow associated 
with Oswald. Cruz campaign 
called the allegation “garbage.”
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Out of the shadows: Overt racism flourishes 
in the American south in the Trump era
By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA 

Newswire Contributor)

Racist incidents in Flor-
ence, S.C., Hope Mills 
N.C., Caddo Parish of 

Louisiana show white suprem-
acy is alive and thriving

  Race relations in the United 
States, especially in the south, 
are plagued by troubling exam-
ples of the challenges facing 
the nation, as Americans work 
toward achieving the dream 
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke 
of over 50 years ago.

  Forty-two percent of Amer-
icans said that they personally 
worry a “great deal” about race 
relations in the United States, 
up seven percentage points 
from 2016 and a record high 
in the Gallup’s 17-year trend, 
according to Gallup News.

  The Gallup poll marked 
the third straight year that 
worries about race relations 
have increased by a significant 
margin, a surge that experts 
have said likely stems from the 
racial tensions and public dis-
course sparked by high-profile 
incidents of police shooting 
unarmed, Black men.

  These high-profile inci-
dents, often sensationalized by 
mainstream media, overshadow 
the more pervasive forms of 
racism that exist in local pol-
itics, businesses and schools.

  A longtime prominent Flor-
ence, S.C. school board mem-
ber abruptly resigned when it 
was made public that he sent 
an email in which he described 
Black members as “darkies.”

  In part of the missive, 
Glenn Odom noted that he 
“didn’t want the Darkies” to 
know about the information—a 
reference to the African-Amer-

ican board members.
He has now apologized.
  “I guess I’m the head 

‘darkie,’” school board member 
Alexis Pipkins, Sr., told the 
NNPA Newswire. “I didn’t find 
out about [the email] until Sep-
tember and there was a board 
meeting on September 14 and 
they didn’t notify us.”

  Pipkins continued: “So, if 
any of them say they’re shaken 
up by this, they weren’t shaken 
up enough to inform all of the 
board members. If this isn’t 
racism, my question would be, 
‘then, what is?’”

Board Superintendent Barry 
Townsend struggled with ex-
plaining Odom’s actions.

“I thought the biggest issues 
we’d have to deal with on the 
school board is education and 
taxes,” Townsend said.

  Florence City Manager 
Drew Griffin said he learned 
about Odom’s email just hours 
before he was contacted for 
comment.

“Certainly, the contents and 
language contained within the 
email are inconsistent with my 
personal beliefs as well as the 
mission and core value state-
ments adopted by the city,” 
Griffin said.

Surpr isingly, the local 
NAACP President Madie Rob-
inson said the issue is strictly 
a school board matter and she 
declined further comment.

  Odom, a school board 
member Florence (District 1) 
for 25 years and whose term 
wasn’t set to end until 2020, 
was among those who fought 
against a U.S. Justice Depart-
ment order earlier this year to 
make sure its schools are more 
racially balanced.

  In Conway, S.C., the FBI 

arrested a White restaurant 
manager for enslaving and tor-
turing a Black worker for five 
years, calling him the “n-word” 
and paying him less than $3,000 
a year while working him daily 
with very few, if any, days off, 
according to the local FOX-af-
filiated.

  Restaurant owner Bobby 
Paul Edwards has been indicted 
on a felony that carries up to 20 
years in prison for enslaving a 
Black employee. Christopher 
Smith had worked for 23 years 
at Edwards’ J&J Cafeteria as a 
buffet cook. Prosecutors said 
Edwards “used force, threats 
of force, physical restraint and 
coercion” to compel Smith to 
work.

  Smith, who reportedly has 
a mental disability, would work 
18-hour shifts six days a week, 
sometimes without breaks, his 
attorneys said.

  Smith was hit with a frying 
pan, burned with grease-cov-
ered tongs and beaten with 

butcher knives, belt buckles 
and fists “while being called the 
n-word repeatedly,” the lawyers 
alleged, according to The Post 
and Courier.

  In Hope Mills N.C., a mas-
sive Ku Klux Klan recruitment 
effort found its way into a high 
school, demanding that Whites 
join to “take back the country.”

  The Loyal White Knights 
of the KKK left flyers on the 
windshields of cars parked 
outside of Gray’s Creek High 
School.

The flyer urged participation 
by Whites and railed against the 
removal of Confederate statues 
from public spaces; the group 
called the removal of the statues 
an attack on “White History, 
the White Race and America 
itself.”

  In Louisiana, Caddo Parish 
Sheriff Steve Prator vehemently 
objected to the planned release 
of Black state prisoners, who 
he said could continue to work 
on washing cars for the warden 

and other officials.
“In addition to the bad 

ones—and I call these bad—in 
addition to them, they’re re-
leasing some good ones that we 
use every day to wash cars, to 
change oil in our cars, to cook 
in the kitchen, to do all that, 
where we save money,” Prator 
protested at a news conference. 
“Well, they’re going to let them 
out.”

  And, then there was the 
exchange between a Black 
female student at Woodlands 
High School in The Woodlands, 
Texas, and a White student, ac-
cording to a local ABC-affiliate.

  “U liberals dumb as hell,” 
the boy posted on Snapchat, ac-
cording to the Houston Chron-
icle.

“Not as dumb as you racist,” 
the girl responded.

  “I’m standing up for my 
country,” the boy said on Snap-
chat. “We should have hung all 
u [n-words] while we had the 
chance and trust me, it would 
make the world better.”

  Myrlie Evers, a civil rights 
activist and the widow of Med-
gar Evers, who was murdered 
by a White supremacist in 1963, 
said that she was in a state of 
despair, hurt and anger, accord-
ing to the Clarion-Ledger of 
Jackson, Miss.

  “I’m 84 years of age, and 
I’m thankful for my life,” she 
told the Clarion-Ledger. “In my 
prayers, I ask, ‘God, is it ever 
over? Must we continue to go 
through this horrible nightmare 
of prejudice, racism and hatred 
all over again?’ ”

  Evers continued: “If we 
don’t step forward,” she said, 
“we have no one to blame but 
ourselves for what the end may 
be.”

Gillibrand will call 
on Congress to reject 
GOP’s tax overhaul
Gillibrand’s legislation 

would close loopholes 
allowing companies to 

deduct amounts they spend on 
bonuses and rai 

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand will call on Congress to 
reject the GOP’s tax overhaul 
that protects corporate profits 
and the wealthiest Americans 
and pass her legislation to close 
tax loopholes that force taxpay-
ers to subsidize massive CEO 
compensation.

Gillibrand’s legislation, 
the Stop CEO Excessive Pay 
Act would put taxpayers first 
by closing the tax loophole that 
allows companies to deduct part 
of the amount they spend on 
executive compensation.

Gillibrand’s bill would give 
shareholders more oversight 
in determining whether CEOs 
should receive substantial raises 
or bonuses.

Under the current system, 
companies can get a tax deduc-
tion for excessive CEO pay and 
pay CEOs massive amounts of 

money with little input from 
shareholders.

Rev Jesse Jackson calls for 
full scale boycott of BMW

Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
Sr., the founder of the 
Rainbow PUSH Coali-

tion, called for a “full-scale” 
boycott of BMW, the German 
automaker, for refusing to reply 
to the survey for the group’s 
annual diversity scorecard.

Not only did BMW refuse to 
complete the survey, the Ger-

man automaker also refused to 
meet with the civil rights leader.

Jackson made the announce-
ment, during a press conference 
at the 2017 Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition Global Automotive 
Summit.

“The diversity scorecard 
was developed in 2012 to pro-
vide a snapshot of each manu-

facturer’s success at building 
and sustaining ethnic diversity 
and inclusion, with a primary 
focus on people of color,” the 
survey’s report said.

Jackson said that he met 
with all of the automakers that 
participated in the survey.

UNITETHERIGHTRALLY Alt-right members preparing to 
enter Emancipation Park holding Nazi, Confederate, and Gads-
den “Don’t Tread on Me” flags in Charlottesville, Va. (Anthony 
Crider/Wikimedia Commons)_

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., the founder of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition (at the podium), called for a 
“full-scale boycott of BMW,” during the 2017 Rainbow PUSH Coalition Global Automotive Sum-
mit in Detroit, Mich. (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)

Continued on page 7
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4 Puerto Ricans suffer 
apocalyptic nightmare 
after hurricanes

By Barrington M. 
Salmon (NNPA Newswire 

Contributor)

It’s been nearly a month 
since two, historic hurri-
canes savaged Puerto Rico, 

and despite the utter devastation 
left after the storms, the island’s 
3.4 million residents are still 
waiting for substantive relief 
from the federal government.

Help from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has been slowed, be-
cause of glaring lapses in coor-
dination, a lack of guidance of 
medical and other personnel, as 
well as what critics and Puerto 
Rican officials have said was 
an almost total breakdown in 
distribution and supply chains. 
The result has been a yawning 
gap between the burgeoning 
humanitarian disaster and the 
urgent life-and-death needs of 
the shell-shocked populace.

Nearly 85 percent of the is-
land is still in darkness, because 
the storms destroyed the elec-
trical grid. Governor Ricardo 
Rosselló estimates that it will 
cost about $5 billion to repair 
the island’s power grid that 
was decimated by Hurricane 
Maria. Cellphone service tow-
ers across the island are slowly 
being restored; there is a critical 
shortage of food, medicine and 
other basic supplies; mean-
while, more than half of the 
commonwealth’s residents are 
living without potable water.

The official death toll is 48, 
but there are reports that the 
medical examiner’s office in 
San Juan is holding 350 bodies. 
There are also fears that, as the 
authorities reach the most re-
mote parts of the island and as 
water-borne and other diseases 
take hold, that the death toll will 
inevitably rise.

Last week, FEMA scrubbed 
important statistics about the 
availability of clean drinking 
water and the paucity of elec-
tricity on the island, from its 
website.

The fierce winds of Hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria left 
catastrophic damage, tore roofs 
from buildings, toppled power 
lines and transformers; stripped 
trees bare; triggered mudslides 
and flooding; flattened and 
demolished trees; and blocked 
roads. Beleaguered Puerto 
Ricans can only buy food, 
supplies and other materials in 
what is now a mostly cash-only 
society.

Yet, in the midst of all this 
need, more than 10,000 ship-
ping containers loaded with 
food, medicine and other need-
ed supplies have sat idle at the 
Port of San Juan and elsewhere, 
because of red tape, bureau-
cratic bungling and logistical 
logjams.

Aurora Flores, a New York-
based activist, painted a har-
rowing picture that is slowly 
emerging as information seeps 
out of the soaked island.

“Oh, my God! I have such a 

combination of feelings. This is 
outrageous,” said Flores, a noted 
cultural historian and musician. 
“This is Trump’s Katrina. We’re 
in a dire situation. There is no 
electricity; people are waiting 
in line eight, nine hours for 
gasoline, food and other needs. 
Right now, we need the United 
States Army trucks and drivers. 
There’s no housing…we need 
cruise ships to come in.”

Flores continued: “We 
also need to secure the streets. 
Armed gangs are roaming. This 
is horrific. We’ve been shunned, 
pushed to the side.”

Flores said that she had been 
in contact with family in Puerto 
Rico, despite the communica-
tions difficulties. She assailed 
the Trump administration for 
its slow response and castigated 
Trump for his constant con-
gratulatory comments to first 
responders, FEMA, and others 
in his administration.

“He’s patting himself on the 
back. [Trump found time] to 
put down Black athletes over 
the weekend and not once did 
he say anything about Puerto 
Rico,” she said. We’ve been 
shunned, pushed to side. We 
don’t need any more excuses. 
Puerto Rico needs help right 
now. You don’t do this to other 
Americans. We need the fed-
eral government to come to the 
rescue. We need compassion 
and leadership to come togeth-
er. We’ve fought for and bled 
for this country. We’re part of 
America.”

Critics have chided Trump 
for ignoring the crisis for the 
first week after Hurricane Ma-
ria slammed into the island. 
He spent more time tweeting to 
demand that NFL players kneel 
for the anthem than expressing 
any compassion or concern 
for Puerto Rico’s plight. And 
to add insult to injury, Elaine 
Duke, acting Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity crowed at the end of the 
first week that the federal efforts 
on the island as a “good news” 
story.

Trump’s nonchalance has 
angered Puerto Ricans and a 
raft of other critics, including 
singer Marc Anthony and San 
Juan Mayor Carmen Yulín Cruz.

“Mr. President, shut the 
f*** up about the NFL. Do 
something about our people in 
need in #PuertoRico. We are 
American citizens, too,” the 
singer tweeted on September 
25.

During a recent interview 
on CNN, Yulín Cruz lambasted 
attempts by the White House to 
spin the situation in Puerto Rico 
as a “good news story.”

“When you’re drinking from 
a creek, it’s not a ‘good news 
story.’ When you don’t have 
food for a baby, it’s not a ‘good 
news story,’” she said. “When 
you have to pull people down 
from their buildings because—
you know, I’m sorry, but that 
really upsets me and frustrates 
me.”

Yulín Cruz continued: “This 
is – damn it, this is not a ‘good 
news’ story. This is a ‘peo-
ple-are-dying’ story. This is a 
‘life-or-death’ story. This is a 
‘there’s-a-truckload-of-stuff-
that-cannot-be-taken-to-peo-
ple’ story. This is a story of a 
devastation that continues to 
worsen.”

 Trump’s frequent Twitter 
tirades against Puerto Rico, 
blaming them for their fiscal 
problems, his tying the com-
monwealth’s debt to assistance, 
his dangling erasure of the 
island’s $74 billion debt and 
comments about withdrawing 
FEMA and military assistance 
are things he hasn’t said about 
Florida, Texas or other U.S. 
mainland states affected by this 
year’s hurricanes.

Latinx activist and commu-
nity organizer Rosa Clemente 
said Puerto Ricans have been 
given the middle finger by 
Trump and his administration.

“What’s going on in Puerto 
Rico is definitely terrifying. Peo-
ple are on the precipice of panic,” 
said Clemente, during a recent 
interview. “Right now there 
are shipping containers stuck 
on wharfs, because drivers are 
isolated. Bridges have collapsed, 
people are trapped…I don’t think 
Trump would help any people of 
color. This is who he is. The big 
issue right now is for Congress to 
release the aid package.”

Wife of Gold Star hero: 
Trump call 'Made me 
cry even worse'
Myeshia Johnson, wife 

of deceased Army Sgt. 
La David Johnson, one 

of four U. S. soldiers killed in 
a military operation in Niger, 
spoke on Good Morning.

Johnson said she was at Do-
ver Air Force Base in Delaware, 
ready to receive her husband's 
body, when a call came from 
Trump to the master sergeant 
accompanying her. Johnson 
asked that the call be put on 
speaker, so her family could 
hear.

The president "said that 'he 
knew what he signed up for, 
but it hurts anyways,'" Johnson 

recounted. "It made me cry, 
because I was very angry at 
the tone of his voice and that 
he couldn't remember my hus-
band's name."

"I heard him stumbling on 
trying to remember my hus-
band's name, and that’s what 
hurt me the most because if my 
husband is out here fighting for 
our country and he risked his 
life for our country why can’t 
you remember his name," said 
Johnson, who had known her 
husband since she was 6 years 
old.

November 4 “Trump Pence Must 
Go” movement begins, Refuse 
Fascism takes it to the streets

RefuseFascism.org had 
a National Day Against 
Police Brutality on Oct 

22 when they protested outside 
the 49ers vs. Cowboys game in 
California. Bending a knee in 
solidarity with Colin Kaeper-
nick and all the NFL players, 
they protested White Suprema-
cy, citing that Black and Brown 
people are being brutalized by 
the police, MURDERED by the 
Police, and Mass Incarcerated 
for being Black and brown,

Colin Kaepernick took a 
knee because these injustices 
were happening in the same 
world we all live in, It's a horror 
and it must STOP! ..

They depicted Donald 
Trump and Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones—who they say are 
threatening to force players to 
stand for the national anthem—
as modern day slaveowners.

They also organized for the 
major protest set to begin Nov. 

4 with the demand: "This night-
mare must end—the Trump/
Pence regime must go!"

Xochitl Johnson, of Refuse 
Fascism, said, "Trump is trying 
to muzzle Black men, which 
brings to mind slavery days. In 
Trump’s fascist worldview, the 
Nazis and KKK white suprema-
cists in Charlottesville are 'very 
fine people,' while the NFL 
players who protest the murder 
by police of people of color are 
'sons of bitches' who should be 
immediately fired."

Refuse Fascism organizer 
Rafael Kadaris said, "White 
supremacy, forced patriotism, 
suppression of dissent... this is 
Trump's fascist American night-
mare. And this is why we will be 
taking to the streets starting Nov. 
4, and staying in the streets, day 
after day, night after night, not 
stopping until Donald Trump 
and his fascist regime are out of 
power." RefuseFascism.org

Continued on page 8 Continued on page 7
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6 Editorial

Class and Crass

By Julianne Malveaux 
(TriceEdneyWire.com) –

I never thought I would miss our 43d 
President, George W. Bush.  And 
I’ve never much thought of him as 

a great, or even good, speaker.  But the 
speech he gave at a conference convened 
by the George W. Bush Institute was 
simply eloquent, excellent, thoughtful, 
and compelling.  After keeping a low 
profile for the past eight years, he spoke 
up to decry the fact that “bigotry seems 
emboldened”.  “Bullying and prejudice 
in our public life sets a national tone, 
provides permission for cruelty and 
bigotry, and compromises the moral 
education of children”.

Why did George W. Bush choose 
to speak so forcefully, in a speech that 
did not mention 45 but was at least 

partly directed to him?  Perhaps it was 
Charlottesville, since he and his father, 
41st President George Herbert Walker 
Bush, issued a joint statement denounc-
ing white supremacists, something that 
45 simply could not bring himself to 
do.    The younger Bush was blunt last 
week when he said, “Bigotry or white 
supremacy in any form is blasphemy 
against the American creed.”

I knew that I would miss our 
44th President Barack Obama.  Like 
his predecessor, he has kept a low profile 
since leaving office, stepping out very 
briefly to campaign for Virginia guber-
natorial candidate Ralph Northam and 
to reflect on the challenges we face in 
our democracy.  Like President Bush, 
President Obama did not refer to 45 by 
name, but his speech in Virginia was a 
repudiation of virtually everything our 
prevaricating “president” stands for.  
“Some of the politics we see now, we 
thought we put that to bed,” said Obama.  
“That has folks looking 50 years back.  
It’s the 21st century, not the 19th cen-
tury.  Come on!”.   Seemingly scolding 
the current administration, Obama 
said, “Instead of looking for ways to 
work together to get things done in a 
practical way, we’ve got folks who are 
deliberately trying to make folks angry, 
to demonize people who have different 
ideas, to get the base all riled up be-
cause it provides a short-term tactical 

advantage.”
Watching Presidents Bush and 

Obama reminded me of how far the 
quality of our nation’s leadership has 
fallen.  I saw two men who, with abso-
lute class, reminded us of our nation’s 
values and that which is repugnant in 
the current administration.  The contrast 
is the persistent crassness of 45, an ill 
spoken, bumbling, coarse, and classless 
individual.  He never met a fight he 
could not pick and escalate, never met 
an opposing viewpoint he could not 
demonize.  He has belittled everyone 
he has disagreed with, from his own 
inner circle to football players he does 
not even know, calling them “sons of 
bitches”.

In his entire eight years of service, 
President Obama never disparaged 
his predecessor, President George W. 
Bush, even as he cleaned up some of his 
messes.  In his several months of lead-
ership, 45 has missed no opportunity 
to criticize President Obama.  If I had 
a dollar for every time President Obama 
critiqued President Bush, I’d barely have 
enough money for a fast-food meal.  If I 
had a dollar for every time 45 disparaged 
President Obama, I could dine at the 
nation’s best restaurants for a full week!

Class is visiting Walter Reed hospital 
to look in on wounded soldiers, or host-
ing White House luncheons for Gold 
Star families.  Crass is calling widow 

Myeshia Johnson, never mentioning 
her deceased husband, Sgt. La David 
Johnson, by name, and telling her “he 
knew what he signed up for.”  Class is 
refusing to disparage either predecessor 
or successor.  Crass is trashing anyone 
and everyone, including his predecessor.  
Class is disagreeing with dignity and 
civility.  Crass is name-calling, chal-
lenging people to IQ tests, and making 
fun of ill and disabled people, including 
war hero Senator John McCain.

To be sure, I don’t think that 45 mali-
ciously called Myeshia Johnson in an at-
tempt to cause her pain.  I think he simply 
does not know how to talk to people, and 
we have plenty of evidence.  The recent 
book, The Dangerous Case of Donald 
Trump: 27 Psychiatrists and Mental 
Health Experts Assess a President (Mac-
millan, 2017) explains that the sociopathic 
narcissist we elected is so fundamentally 
flawed that he could easily imperil our 
very survival by pushing us into war.

45 told Myeshia Johnson “he knew 
what he signed up for”.  So did nearly 
half of our nation’s voters when they 
chose crass over class.

Julianne Malveaux is an author and 
economist. Her latest book “Are We 
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public 
Policy” is available via www.amazon.
com for booking, wholesale inquiries 
or for more info visitwww.juliannemal-
veaux.com

Continued on page 8

Trump, Congresswoman Wilson, Kelly, Lies and Video Tapes  

By Walter Smith, Publisher 
Philadelphia Observer

White House Chief of 
Staff John Kelly ap-
peared before a group 

of reporters to defend Trump’s 
insensitive statement to the 
widow of fallen soldier La Da-
vis Johnson.

  Myeshia Johnson accompa-
nied by members of her family 
and Congresswoman Frederica 
Wilson were waiting to receive 
the body of her husband who 
had been killed in the line of 
duty in Niger Africa when she 
received a call from President 
Donald Trump.

  In the course of the presi-
dent’s condolences he allegedly 
said “He knew what he signed 
up for … but when it happens, 
it hurts anyway,”

  This remark apparently 
upset Mrs. Johnson and she 
began to weep.

The phone’s speaker was on 
and the remarks were heard by 

everyone in the vehicle.
  Congresswoman Wilson 

brought the matter to the atten-
tion of the press.

  The question is, did the 
president call the grieving 
widow to console her or to 
antagonize her? I’ll be the first 
to say the president had good 
intentions.

  However, Donald Trump 
has verbalized and demon-
strated that he is extremely 
insensitive to people of color. 
He has demonized Black Lives 
Matter and advocates them 
being categorized as a Terrorist 
organization. He has referred to 
a young football player as a son-
of-a-bitch. He has encouraged 
violence against people of color 
at his political rallies. He has 
categorized black communities 
as extremely dangerous places 
to live. Congresswoman Wilson 
had good reason to become 
concerned.

  Additionally, Trump ha-
bitually never admits to being 
wrong and refuses to apologize 
for his transgressions. He has 
doubled down on his denial 
and has called Congresswoman 
Wilson an outright liar. Trump 
tweeted: "Democrat Congress-
woman totally fabricated what 
I said to the wife of a soldier 
who died in action (and I have 
proof),"  "Sad!"   "I didn't say 
what that congresswoman said. 
Didn't say it at all," Trump told 
reporters during a meeting 
on tax reform in the Cabinet 
Room. "She knows it. And she 
now is not saying it. I did not 
say what she said." Asked if 

there was a recording of the 
call, Press Secretary Sanders 
said: "No." As usual Trump 
is lying and bluffing about 
proof.  Note: Frederica Wilson 
is not backing down on what 
she heard the president say.

  White House Chief of Staff 
John Kelly says that he coached 
Donald Trump on what to say 
to the widow and told him to 
express to her that her husband 
had acted honorably in making 
the decision to accept a danger-
ous position as a soldier.  Mr. 
Kelly clarified the context of 
that statement as well.  He con-
tinued, "He was doing exactly 
what he wanted to do when he 
was killed. He knew what he 
was getting into by joining that 
one percent. He knew what the 
possibilities were because we 
were at war and when he died 
he was surrounded by the best 
men on this Earth, his friends," 
Mr. Kelly said this is what he 
advised the President to say.

Mistake! Trump's mouth 
goes astray when he is not 
reading a prepared speech from 
a teleprompter.

  The single phrase “He 
knew what he was getting into” 
was just the tip of the iceberg. 
The president could have at 
least called the name of Sgt. 
Johnson, he never called the 
widow’s name nor that of Sgt. 
La David Johnson. His refer-
ence was “Your Guy”.

Given Trump’s stated and 
implied attitude towards peo-
ple of color, Congresswoman 
Fredrica Wilson’s actions were 
justified in calling attention to 

the insensitive statement and 
Chief of Staff Kelly didn’t think 
her reasoning through before 
becoming “appalled” at her 
actions.

  While I recognize the un-
intended error of the president, 
I do not ignore the added com-
ments by John Kelly. He went 
well out of his way to demon-
ize Congresswoman Wilson. 
Surely his comments were 
motivated by the president who 
didn’t have the decency to rec-
ognize his error and apologize 
to the distraught widow. Kelly’s 
words were meant to demean, 
deflect blame and refocus this 
horrible insult.  What should 
appall John Kelly is his own 
weakness that allowed him 
unfairly attack Congresswoman 
Wilson in an effort to defend the 
indefensible.

  Referencing the dedication 
of the FBI building in Miramar 
Florida in 1952 Kelly said, "A 
congresswoman stood up, and 
in a long tradition of empty 
barrels making the most noise, 
stood up there in all of that and 
talked about how she was in-
strumental in getting the fund-
ing for that building, and how 
she took care of her constituents 
because she got the money, and 
she just called up President 
Obama, and on that phone call, 
he gave the money" the $20 
million  to build the building, 
and she sat down, and we were 
stunned" Kelly said during his 
press conference on Thursday, 
stunned! “None of us went to 
the press and criticized, none 
of us stood up appalled, we just 

said okay fine”!  
  That, coming from a four-

Star Marine General was a 
deliberate, bold faced lie".

  The most egregious part 
of Kelly’s diatribe was his 
reference to Congresswoman 
Wilson as an “Empty Barrel”.

  Little does he know, Con-
gresswoman Frederica Wilson 
is one of the most dynamic, 
dedicated, committed, and 
productive women in all of 
Florida. She rose from School 
Teacher to Principal, to member 
of the Florida Legislature, to U 
S Congresswoman with a long 
list of accomplishments behind 
her. Most notable is her 5000 
Role Models of Excellence 
program. "Empty Wagon", I 
don't think so.

While Kelly was develop-
ing the false narrative on her 
bragging about securing $20 
million for construction of the 
FBI building why didn't the 
narrative include her many 
accomplishments? He didn't 
do any research, he and Don-
ald Trump cooked up that 
demeaning lie to besmirch the 
congresswoman because she 
exposed his ignorance.

"I was not in Congress in 
2009 when the money for the 
building was secured, Frederica 
said, so that’s a lie". How dare 
he? "However, I named the 
building at the behest of (then-
FBI Director James Comey) 
with the help of (then-House 
Speaker John Boehner), work-
ing across party lines. So he 
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NAACP Board elects 
Derrick Johnson President 
& CEO
BALTIMORE, Oct. 21, 

2017 /PRNewswire/ — 
The National Associa-

tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), 
America's largest and original 
legacy civil rights organiza-
tion, has unanimously elected 
Derrick Johnson president & 
CEO, it was announced today. 
Johnson, 49, has served as in-
terim president and CEO since 
July of this year.

A Detroit native now resid-
ing in Jackson, Mississippi, Mr. 
Johnson, who was also elected 
vice-chairman of the Board of 
Directors in February of this 
year, is a longtime member, 
leader and a respected veteran 
activist who will be tasked with 
guiding the NAACP through a 
period of tremendous challenge 
and opportunity at a key point 
in its 108-year history. The 
NAACP has undergone transi-
tions in leadership this year as 
it re-envisions itself to take on 
a tumultuous and contentious 
social and political climate. He 
will have a three-year term.

"In his time serving as our 
interim president and CEO, 
Derrick has proven himself as 
the strong, decisive leader we 
need to guide us through both 
our internal transition, as well 
as a crucial moment in our na-
tion's history. With new threats 
to communities of color emerg-
ing daily and attacks on our 
democracy, the NAACP must 
be more steadfast than ever be-
fore, and Derrick has the vision, 
mobility and courage to help us 
meet that demand," said Leon 
Russell, Board Chairman of the 
NAACP. "As both a longtime 
member of the NAACP, and a 
veteran activist in his own right 
– having worked on the ground 
to advocate for the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, along with 
championing countless other 
issues – Derrick also intimately 

understands the strengths of the 
Association, our challenges and 
the many obstacles facing black 
Americans of all generations 
today. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with him in this 
new role," he added.

Mr. Johnson has an exten-
sive history and career legacy 
of dedicated civil rights ac-
tivism. He formerly served as 
state president of the Missis-
sippi State Conference of the 
NAACP, where he successfully 
spearheaded campaigns for 
voting rights, worker's rights 
and equitable education, and he 
additionally is the founder and 
executive director of One Voice, 
Inc., a Jackson-based non-profit 
organization conceived in the 
wake of Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita to enhance the quality 
of life for African Americans 
through civic engagement train-
ing and initiatives. 

Additionally, as a past re-
gional organizer with South-
ern Echo, Inc., another local 
non-profit organization, Mr. 
Johnson provided legal, tech-
nical and training support to 
communities spanning the 
south. He was appointed to the 
Mississippi Access to Justice 
Commission by the chief justice 
of the Mississippi Supreme 
Court, owing to his years of 

committed service to the people 
of the state.

Having earned a solid edu-
cational foundation, Mr. John-
son attended historically black 
Tougaloo College of Mississip-
pi, before going on to earn his 
Juris Doctorate degree from 
the South Texas College of 
Law in Houston. He was later 
awarded fellowships from the 
Congressional Black Cau-
cus Foundation, the George 
Washington University School 
of Political Management and 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT). He proudly 
serves on the board of direc-
tors of both the Congressional 
Black Caucus Institute and 
the Mary Reynolds Babcock 
Foundation. 

ABOUT THE 
NAACP: 

Founded in 1909,  the 
NAACP is the nation's oldest 
and largest nonpartisan civil 
rights organization. Its mem-
bers throughout the United 
States and the world are the 
premier advocates for civil 
rights in their communities. 
You can read more about the 
NAACP's work and our six 
"Game Changer" issue areas by 
visiting NAACP.org.

The diversity scorecard par-
ticipants included: Ford Motor 
Company; Toyota Motor North 
America; General Motors; Nis-
san North America; Hyundai 
Motor America; Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles; Honda North 
America; Subaru of America; 
Kia Motors America; Mer-
cedes-Benz USA and Volkswa-
gen Group of America.

The automakers answered 
questions about employment, 
advertising, marketing pro-
curement, minority dealership 
opportunities and philanthropy.

The auto companies that 
reflected best practices for 
ethnic diversity established by 
the Rainbow PUSH Automo-
tive Project, an initiative of the 
Citizenship Education Fund, 
earned green scores.

Red marks indicated that 
diversity initiatives and in-
vestments were non-existent, 
not disclosed, or the company 
didn’t provide enough relevant 
information for scoring.

Ford and Toyota earned 
tops scores for employment, 
advertising, marketing, procure-
ment and philanthropy. General 
Motors scored green in employ-
ment, marketing, procurement 
and philanthropy.

At the other end of the spec-
trum, Kia Motors America, 
Mercedes-Benz USA and Volk-
swagen earned failing grades 
in advertising, marketing and 
procurement and yellow scores, 
which indicate some progress 
in diversity, for employment, 
dealership diversity and philan-
thropy.

BMW earned red marks 
in all categories, because they 
refused to reply to the survey 
request.

According to Jackson, that 
refusal showed the company’s 
contempt and resentment to-
wards the Black community.

“We are in a different stage 
of our civil rights struggle,” 
said Jackson. “The first stage 
of our struggle was to end legal 
slavery; the next phase was to 
end legal Jim Crow; the third 
stage was the right to vote.”

Now, that the Black com-
munity brings money, market 
share, talent and experience 
to the table, Black businesses 
should be seen as partners, 
Jackson said.

“We trade with you, you 
trade with us,” said Jackson. 
“There is more to the car than 
the ride.”

The civil rights leader called 
for “a full-scale boycott of 
BMW” until the company 
agrees to meet with the Rain-
bow PUSH Coalition and works 
out “a mutually beneficial trade 
relationship.”

Jackson said that Blacks ac-
count for more than 10 percent 
of purchases of the company’s 
luxury models.

According to a 2014 poll by 
Strategic Vision, a research and 
consultant firm based in San 
Diego, Calif., BMW was the 

brand that was most often cited 
as a future vehicle purchase for 
African Americans.

“If you have a BMW, we 
urge you to get another car. If 
you don’t have one, don’t plan 
on [buying one],” said Jackson. 
“We’re saying to the auto in-
dustry, ‘we’ve worked too hard 
and consumed too much, to be 
locked out.’”

Jackson said that the Black 
community wants equity, parity 
and mutually beneficial, recip-
rocal business relationships 
across all business sectors, a 
message that he plans to convey 
through a partnership with the 
National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association, a trade group 
that represents more than 200 
Black-owned media companies. 
NNPA media outlets reach 
more than 20 million readers 
in print and online every week.

Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., 
the president and CEO of the 
NNPA, recognized that some 
people will question why the 
Black community and its al-
lies should support the BMW 
boycott.

“The real question is: Why 
did BMW decide to boycott 
the diversity report card? It’s 
an insult!” Chavis exclaimed. 
“What is BMW hiding? Why 
isn’t BMW joining the rest of 
the auto sector in responding 
to the report card?”

Dorothy Leavell, the chair-
man of the NNPA and publisher 
of the Crusader Newspaper 
Group, said that the diversity 
scorecard is very important, 
because there are companies 
that say that they do business 
with the Black community, 
yet, the scorecard proves that 
they don’t.

Leavell said that when it 
comes to promoting ethnic 
diversity and inclusion and eco-
nomic equity, obviously BMW 
doesn’t have anything to show.

“To insult an organization 
like [the Rainbow PUSH Co-
alition], to not even respond 
to very valid inquiries, means 
that BMW should be boycot-
ted,” said Leavell. “Our people 
should know what kind of busi-
ness BMW conducts.”

USA Today reported that 
Strategic Vision also found that 
Blacks said that a manufactur-
er’s reputation was “extremely 
important” 61 percent of the 
time; White consumers said 
that a manufacturer’s reputation 
was “extremely important” 50 
percent of the time.

“Instead of investing in 
a company, like BMW, that 
doesn’t care about them, Black 
people should be doing busi-
ness with automakers that do,” 
said Leavell.

Leavell noted that economic 
boycotts have been successful 
in the past in getting compa-
nies to change their business 
practices.

“It’s always been the pock-
etbook,” said Leavell. “I think 
that we forget that sometimes, 
so maybe this is a good time to 
remind them.”

Rev Jesse Jackson 
calls for full scale 
boycott of BMW

From page 3

Reuters reported that the 
Republican-controlled House 
approved $36.5 billion in in 
emergency relief for Puerto 
Rico and other areas hit by 
recent disasters.

“Senate approval is expected 
in coming weeks,” according to 
Reuters. “Trump is expected to 
sign the latest emergency pack-
age,” even though the president 
also suggested that there would 
be limits on how much federal 
aid Puerto Rico would receive.

Clemente, a revolutionary 
Hip Hop journalist and lec-
turer—who is the first Black 
Puerto Rican/Afro Latina to run 
for vice president of the Green 
Party—made arrangements to 
travel with a group of friends to 
Puerto Rico to hear and docu-
ment stories from survivors on 

the ground and to continue to 
sound the alarm of the catastro-
phe that has befallen the island.

The group included: Eli Ja-
cobs-Fantauzzi of DEFEND PR, 
Kat Lazo of MITU, freelance 
journalist Rachel Reichard, Sense 
Hernandez and Mateo Zapata of 
The Beast Factory, and Yanira 
Marie Castro, a social media 
communications strategist; they 
plan to go back as many times 
as possible “to tell our truth and 
our people’s stories.” They solic-
ited and received donations and 
have so far raised almost $4,000 
through GoFundMe.

In an Oct. 11 Facebook Live 
post, Clemente detailed the 
devastation.

“What we have now is a total 
catastrophe—both humanitari-
an and political. Disaster, crisis, 
catastrophe, none of these 
adjectives are describing what 

we’re seeing,” she said soberly. 
“People are sick, dying. People 
are getting infections, babies 
are sick. The situation in San 
Juan is bad and in the Western 
part of the island things are 
isolated, cut off. This situation 
is past the critical level. It’s not 
about getting clothes, food or 
water. We need generators and 
chainsaws, SUVs and trucks. 
We need nurses and doctors.”

C l e m e n t e  c o n t i n u e d : 
“They’re letting us die here, 
but everyone in Puerto Rico 
is doing everything they can 
to save themselves. They’ve 
helping each other, saving each 
other. Anyone not doing all they 
can to raise hell is complicit. 
We need to stop sending things. 
We need to pressure politically. 
We cannot talk about rebuild-
ing, if this nation is allowed to 
collapse.”

Puerto Ricans suffer apocalyptic 
nightmare after hurricanes

From page 4
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8 Ask Alma: Taking 
care of my elderly 
parents is taking a toll

By Alma Gill (NNPA 
Newswire Columnist)

Dear Alma:
I am a 64 year-old divorced 

woman who lives with my fa-
ther. Some years ago, when my 
marriage fell apart, and Mom 
was diagnosed with dementia, 
I moved back home to help my 
dad with her. I was also working 
part-time, so I couldn’t afford 
my own apartment. Two years 
ago, Dad and I could no longer 
care for Mom at home, so we 
put her in a care facility, and 
I retired. During this time, I 
have made new friends, three 
of them live in the state of New 
Mexico.

A few months ago, I went 
to visit these friends, and fell 
in love with New Mexico. The 
cost of living isn’t as high as it 
is here, and the laid-back, small 
city life seems to mesh well 
with my personality. I feel this 
is the place I am meant to live 
the rest of my life.

My problem is that Dad is 
87, and I’m leery of moving 
hundreds of miles away, know-
ing there are some thugs in the 
neighborhood, who may try 
to break into the house once 
they learn Dad is there alone. 
Although I have a sister, she 
has never been there for our 
parents the way I have been. 
In fact, our parents haven’t 

seen her in seven years. Some 
friends and relatives say I 
should go for it, since I’m di-
vorced and childless, and also 
reminding me I’m no longer 
a young woman. Then, there 
are those who feel I’m being 
selfish for wanting to make this 
move and finally live my own 
life. Am I wrong?

Sincerely,
New Mexico is Calling Me
M Dear New Mexico,
Hello, my darling, thank you 

for taking the time to email me 
and to allow me the privilege 
to weigh-in on your situation. 
It takes a special person to care 
for elderly and/or invalid family 
members. I’m sending a big hug 
your way.

I want to start by sharing 
that my mom lived with me 
and my family for the last two 
years of her life. She had come 
to a place where she could no 
longer live alone. Was my life 
on hold? Yes, but I wouldn’t 
take a dime for that time, as I’m 
sure, neither would you. You’ve 
already lived through the thick 
of it, so, there isn’t much more 
I could share with you about the 
“role reversal” regarding paren-
tal care. It’s hard, it’s thankless 
and it’s heartbreakingly some 
of the best times you’ll spend 
with your parents, uncondition-
ally caring for them as they did 
for you.

It’s an honor for us, but not 
so much for strong-willed par-
ents. Their eyes always seem to 
see you as the child they raised. 
It doesn’t matter how old you 
are, how many children you 
have or how many times you’ve 
been married. LOL.

I can’t help but think, now 
that your mom’s gone on to 
glory, that you should continue 
to be there for your dad. Don’t 

abandon him now. Stay, give 
him the same love and commit-
ment you gave to your mother. 
Your dad, I take it, doesn’t 
need as much attention, but 
that shouldn’t determine your 
decision. You’re doing it just, 
because it’s the right thing to 
do. Is it selfish for you to want 
a break, to want to relocate and 
start living your own life? Ab-
solutely not at all, that’s normal 
and you have every right to feel 
that way.

You’ve been an attentive, 
dedicated and loving daugh-
ter…don’t stop now. There’s 
no need to relocate, just yet. 
Take care of your Dad and, 
every three months or so, go 
visit your friends for a week or 
two. Sadly, when your dad’s no 
longer with us—it’ll be time to 
make your move.

I don’t have either one of 
my parents anymore, and I 
regret the extra time I missed 
spending with them every day, 
because I was busy, I had a 
family, I had people to see, 
places to go, things to do. So, 
trust me, you’ll never regret 
putting your life on hold by 
choosing to honor your moth-
er and father. God is watching 
and will undoubtedly grant 
you the desires of your heart. 
Hold on a little longer, your 
day is coming. You gave and 
it will be given back to you in 
good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running 
over.

Alma Gill’s newsroom ex-
perience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles 
at USA Today, Newsday and 
The Washington Post. Email 
questions to: alwaysaskalma@
gmail.com. Follow her on Face-
book at “Ask Alma” and Twitter 
@almaaskalma.

"That’s what made me upset 
and cry even more because 
my husband was an awesome 
soldier." After Johnson’s in-
terview aired, Trump argued 
on Twitter that he spoke Sgt. 
Johnson’s name “from the 
beginning”

Trump responded on Twit-
ter Monday morning, saying 
he spoke Sgt. Johnson's name 
"without hesitation!"

  White House chief of staff 
John Kelly called Rep. Wilson 
– who was in the car with John-
son to receive her husband’s 
body— an “empty barrel.”  
And President Trump calls her 
“wacky”

Mrs. Johnson, however, 
backed up Wilson, someone she 

said is close to her family. La 
David Johnson was in a mento-
ring program for black youth in 
Miami that Wilson started. And 
Johnson said her uncle-in-law 
was Wilson's elementary school 
principal.

"Whatever Ms. Wilson said 
was not fabricated," Johnson 
said Monday morning. "What 
she said was 100 percent cor-
rect. Why would we fabricate 
something like that?"

Johnson was asked if she 
had anything to say to the pres-
ident. "No," she said. "I don't 
have nothing to say to him.

Johnson is pregnant and due 
Jan. 29 with a baby girl. John-
son said she will "tell her how 
awesome her dad was, what a 
great father he was and how he 
died as a hero."

Wife of Gold Star hero: 
Trump call 'Made me 
cry even worse'

From page 4

didn’t tell the truth". Every 
word, every inference of that 
statement by John Kelly was 
a lie.

  Apparently Kelly prepared 
the condolence statement for 
Trump and Trump prepared 
the "Empty Barrel" statement 
for Kelly.

  This entire incident should 
give every American pause. 
This is what has happened to 
America under Donald Trump.

This is the type of propa-
ganda used by foreign agents to 
discredit Hillary Clinton during 
the 2016 presidential elections.

This narrative generated to 
discredit Congresswoman Wil-
son was not done by someone 
who attended the dedication 
ceremony.

Kelly said he attended the 
ceremony in Miami Florida. 
The ceremony was held in Mi-
ramar Florida 25 miles north-
west of Miami.

If this narrative is Kelly’s 
doing, which I doubt it is, 
he should be stripped of his 
military rank and severely dis-
ciplined.

  Lies, Lies, Lies from every 
aspect of Trump’s cabinet. Lies 
to discredit Barack Obama. Lies 
to silence opposition to Trump 
and his disastrous policies.

  Is there no length the 
Trump administration will not 
go to defend this vulgar, immor-
al, lying, racist, admitted sexual 
predator?

Shame on Donald J. Trump 
and shame on General John 
Kelly.

General Kelly can redeem 
himself my issuing an apology 
to Congresswoman Wilson. 
He claims to have been present 
during the building dedication 
and knows full well he or 
a surrogate lied on the con-
gresswoman to placate Donald 
Trump.

  In December of 2016, three 
leading professors of psychi-
atry wrote to Barack Obama 
expressing their grave concerns 
over Trump's mental stability:

“His widely reported symp-
toms of mental instability–in-
cluding grandiosity, impulsivity, 
hypersensitivity to slights or 
criticism, and an apparent in-
ability to distinguish between 
fantasy and reality–lead us 
to question his fitness for the 
immense responsibilities of 
the office,” the professors from 
Harvard Medical School and the 
University of California wrote 
to the then President, urging 
him to order a “full medical and 
neuropsychiatric evaluation” of 
the then President-elect.

  This infectious disease has 
found its way throughout the 
Trump administration. Some 
through his personal selection 
and others just fell in line out 
of fear.

This is not the America our 
founding fathers designed and 
it certainly is not the America 
as represented by the Statue of 
Liberty standing in the New 
York Harbor.

  Wouldn't it be refreshing to 
see several Congressmen and 
Senators get together the next 
time a similar incident arises and 
declare, Get that "Son-of-a-Bitch" 
out of the White House. Get him 
out Now! He's Fired! Fired!

  The Sun Sentinel recorded 
the dedication ceremony of the 
FBI building in 2015 and the re-
cording bear no resemblance to 
Kelly’s description of the event.

Please take the time to view 
this recording by following 
the link below. http://www.
sun-sentinel.com/local/bro-
ward/fl-reg-wilson-kelly-tape-
of-speech-20171020-story.html

  After viewing the Sun Senti-
nel video, please view the video 
of John Kelly by following the 
link below. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Ps5ttDzWBaY

Trump, Congresswoman 
Wilson, Kelly, Lies and 
Video Tapes  

From page 6

Subscribe to the New York 
Beacon, 600 Third Avenue, 2nd 

Floor, New York,  NY 10016
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Jihad: Boy's name 
causes French- dilemma
Is it acceptable to name your 

baby "Jihad" in France, 
which has suffered Europe's 

worst Islamist terror attacks in 
recent years?

France's chief prosecutor 
now has to wrestle with that 
question after a couple's chosen 
name for their son was referred 
by authorities in Toulouse.

"Jihad" in Arabic means 
"effort" or "struggle", not spe-
cifically "holy war".

The term "jihadists" is com-
monly used to describe Islamist 
militants who carry out terror 
attacks in the name of a so-
called Islamic State (IS).

Since the start of 2015, Isla-
mist militants have killed more 
than 230 people in France, 
where a state of emergency 
remains in force.

French law does not restrict 
parents' name choices for their 

children, provided a name does 
not harm the child's interests 
and is not opposed by other 
family members on reputational 
grounds.

In 2013 a mother in Nimes 
was given a one-month sus-
pended jail term and a $2,350 
fine after sending her three-
year-old boy called Jihad to 
school in a T-shirt bearing the 
words "I am a bomb" and "Ji-
had, born on 11 September".

The sentence was for the 
"provocative" T-shirt, which 
referenced the 9/11 terror at-
tacks in the US, but not for the 
name "Jihad".

In 2015 a French court pre-
vented a couple from naming 
their baby girl Nutella after 
the hazelnut spread, ruling that 
it would make her a laughing 
stock. The judge ordered that 
the child be called Ella instead.

Rwanda jails women's rights 
activist after presidential bid

(GIN) –

Diane Shima Rwigara, 
who took on Rwandan 
President Paul Kagame 

in recent national polls, has 
been arrested and sits in jail, 
charged with “offenses against 
state security and forgery.”

“These charges are false; 
and nobody in Rwanda believes 
the validity of these charges,” 
said Rwigara’s brother, Aristide 
Rwigara, who lives in the Unit-
ed States, speaking with Voice 
of America.

“It’s punishment to my sister 
because she was running for 
president,” he declared. “You 
don’t do that in Rwanda. You 

don’t exercise your constitu-
tional rights.”

A police spokesman said 
Rwigara and her mother and 
sister face charges of tax eva-
sion. Diane Rwigara addi-
tionally is accused of using 
fake documents while she was 
gathering signatures for (her) 
presidential candidacy. He said 
Rwigara had failed to respond 
to three summonses.

President Kagame’s party 
has faced criticism from human 
rights groups for harassing op-
ponents and using intimidation 
to stifle dissent. After announc-
ing her candidacy, nude photos 
of Rwigara appeared online, 
which she denounced as fake. 

Later, she was disqualified from 
appearing on the ballot due to 
an alleged lack of signatures.

Kagame later won that elec-
tion with 98 percent of the vote 
to secure a third ter

During a recent talk at the 
Council on Foreign Relations, 
the President defended his hu-
man rights record.

“You know, me as the leader 
of my own people, to be ac-
cused of violating their rights 
is just an absurd insult. But my 
answer is simple — is to do my 
best to serve my people the best 
way they can be served.”

Journalist and author Anjan 
Sundaram commented: “Initial-
ly, when Kagame took power in 
1994, just after Rwanda’s geno-
cide, a lot of observers were 
willing to make allowances for 
Kagame’s authoritarian style 
of leadership believing that it 
was justified in the aftermath 
of a genocide.”  “And there may 
have been truth to that.”

“Twenty-four years since the 
genocide, however, observers 
are seeing fewer and fewer justi-
fications for such authoritarian 
leadership.”

Under recent constitutional 
reforms, Kagame is eligible to 
run for two additional five-year 
terms as president after his 
current seven-year term ends.
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EDUCATION
Celebrity costume designer Brea Stinson 
partners with Tampax for HBCU contest

Edited by  
Audrey J. Bernard

From stand battles to the 
tailgate stadium scene, The 
Radiant Collection, from 

Procter & Gamble’s (P&G) lead-
ing feminine protection brands 
Tampax and Always, is on a fash-
ion-forward mission to keep colle-
giate women feeling confident in 
their period protection. Four in five 
African American women (ages 
18-35) avoid wearing certain types 
of clothes during their periods for 
fear of leaks. The Tampax and Al-
ways Radiant Collection is period 
protection that can keep fashion 
fierce and collegiate women con-
fident all month long. New Survey 
Finds that Nearly Half of African 
American Women Change their 
Fashion Choices When They Have 
Their Periods

In an effort to empower colle-
giate women across the country to 
wear what they want, even when 
they have their period, The Radiant 
Collection and HBCU Dance Cor-
poration, Inc. have teamed up to 
host the #RadiantDanceOff. #Ra-
diantDanceOff is a national, online 
dance competition sponsored by 
HBCU Dance exclusively for ma-
jorette teams at Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCU).

It was created to give majorettes 
the chance to show off their moves 
and demonstrate how confidence is 
the key to feeling radiant any day 
of the month.

The winning majorette team 
will receive new costumes designed 
by Brea Stinson, a Clark Atlan-
ta University alumna and highly 
sought-after celebrity costume 
and fashion designer. Stinson has 
collaborated with the industry’s top 
creative directors and wardrobe styl-
ists, creating iconic looks for some 
of the hottest artists. The school of 
the winning team will also receive 
$25,000 to benefit the dance team.

“Working with some of the 

biggest entertainers in the world, I 
know how important it is to have 
high-performance dance gear that 
is both stylish and functional, 
something HBCU majorettes can 
relate to,” says celebrity costume 
designer, Brea Stinson. “During 
that time of the month, it can be 
challenging to feel like your best 
self, which is why I’m so excited 
to partner with the Tampax and Al-
ways Radiant Collection to inspire 
HBCU dancers to feel and look 
confident during their periods no 
matter what they wear.”

HBCU Dance Corporation Inc.’s 
#RadiantDanceOff contest will 
bring the iconic halftime shows 
from the field to fans’ fingertips, 
providing HBCU majorette teams 
with the chance to face off and see 
who really runs the yard! From 
now until October 30, HBCU 
dance teams can submit their 
best performances on www.Ra-
diantDanceOff.com. Alumni and 
fans can get in on the action from 
November 2 to November 15, by 

visiting the site to cast their vote 
for their favorite of majorettes.

The top five videos with the 
highest number of votes will be 
judged to determine the winner. 
To boost your team’s chances of 
making it into a top spot, use the 
hashtag #RadiantDanceOffContest 
on social media and encourage 
your network to go to www.Radi-
antDanceOff.com to vote.

This homecoming season The 
Radiant Collection will also be on 
the yard at Howard University from 
October 20-21, to encourage wom-
en to confidently wear what they 
want homecoming weekend and 
beyond. On both days, attendees 
can stop by The Radiant Experi-
ence at YardFest and at the Tailgate 
to receive a style consultation from 
a top fashion influencer, take selfies 
in front of the Radiant photo wall, 
and receive swag items, all while 
rocking out to music curated by one 
of the country’s hottest DJs.

“We learned that a quarter of 
African American women say that 

they avoid dancing when on their 
period, an activity that doesn’t have 
to stop when women are using 
the right period protection,” said 
Amanda Hill, Brand Director, North 
America Feminine Care at Procter 
& Gamble. “That is why we are so 
thrilled to partner with HBCU Dance 
for the #RadiantDanceOff, because 
the amazing performances by these 
fierce majorettes encourage African 
American women to continue danc-
ing and radiate confidence every day 
of the month.” For full details, see 
the Official Rules at http://radiant-
danceoff.com/rules.

NO PURCHASE NECES-
SARY. Open exclusively to 2017 of-
ficial female marching band dance 
teams of Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, as nom-

inated for participation by their 
current team director, sponsor, 
advisor or coach. Submission 
Period ends on Monday, Octo-
ber 30, 2017 at NOON Eastern 
Time. Void where prohibited or 
restricted by law. Tampax is not the 
Sponsor or Administrator of this 
Contest.  Sponsor: HBCU Dance 
Corporation, Inc. The Voting 
Period is now scheduled to begin 
on Thursday, November 2 and 
end on Wednesday, November 
15 at NOON Eastern Time.  
  Key Survey Findings: 4 in 5 Af-
rican American women say they 
avoid wearing certain types of 
clothes during their period for fear 
of leaks; Nearly half of African 
American women say they bring 
a jacket or sweater to wrap around 
their waist during their period 
when they’re going out to meet 
friends or on a date; A quarter of 
African American women say they 
avoid dancing while on their peri-
od; and Half of African American 
women say they use mostly pads 
for their period protection.

About Brea Stinson
Stinson HAUS founder and 
influential fashion visionary 
Brea Stinson creates cultural 
moments through her sig-
nature wardrobe styling and 
inventive costume design.

From Beyoncé’s shim-
mering goddess gold parka to 
ZAYN’s L.E.D.-illuminated 
leather and suede jumpsuit, 
her work consistently turns 
heads, inspires conversations, 
and defines the zeitgeist at 
large. You’ve seen her piec-
es everywhere from major 
tours and music videos to red 
carpets and magazine covers. 
Channeling a spirit of innova-
tion, she quietly ignites trends 
lauded by the likes of Vanity 
Fair, UK Sunday Times, and 
many more. For over two de-
cades, Stinson has attracted 
an A-list clientele, including 
Jay-Z, Rita Ora, TLC, Usher, 
Rob Thomas of Matchbox 
Twenty, Kelly Rowland, LeB-
ron James, Dewayne Wade, 
and Charles Barkley, to name 
a few, as well as brands such 
as T-Mobile, The Super Bowl, 
State Farm, and more.

An unmatched work ethic 
and vision has driven her since 
childhood. Upon graduating 
from Clark Atlanta University 
with a business degree, she 
developed her aesthetic while 
learning from the likes of ti-
tans such as Patricia Field. She 
turned that foundation into 
her very own Atelier of image 
consulting, design, and styling 
in 2014 and upcoming Ready-
to-Wear Collection — Stinson 
HAUS. Numerous accolades 
paved the way for this emer-
gence. As Overbrook Enter-
tainment Costume Designer 

throughout 2010 and 2011, 
Brea architected iconic looks 
for Will Smith, Willow Smith, 
and Jaden Smith. Following 
a deep passion for costume 
design, she became a go-to for 
Justin Bieber in 2011, designing 
the looks for his platinum-certi-
fied holiday album Under The 
Mistletoe and the costumes for 
his explosive Believe Tour.

Brea remains responsible 
for a veritable costume renais-
sance. During 2015’s Fashion 
Rocks, she notably recreated 
David Bowie’s infamous Brit-
ish flag trench coat for Rita 
Ora. Among many influential 
moments, she also envisioned 
the look for the Target “It 
Takes Two” campaign starring 
Lil Yachty as well as making 
custom items for Prince, Trey 
Songz, Future, Missy Elliott, 
and countless other fashion 
icons. 2017 sees the formal 
introduction of Stinson HAUS 
with the creation of a coveted 
collection available for mass 
consumption for the very 
first time. Throughout all of 
these endeavors, one feeling 
ultimately fuels Brea. “Every 
time I witness my designs go 
from sketch to stage, there’s 
this unexplainable rush,” she 
smiles. “It’s the most hum-
bling and wonderful thing in 
the world.”

About The Radiant Collection
With The Radiant Collection 
from Tampax and Always, 
women can mix and match 
protection for every occasion 
without sacrificing their per-
sonal style. Tampax Radiant 
tampons feature a CleanSeal 
re-sealable wrapper for quick 
and easy, discreet disposal and 

a LeakGuard braid to help stop 
leaks before they happen.

Always Radiant pads feature 
a light, clean scent and absorb 
10 xs their weight for protec-
tion you’ll forget is even there. 
Always Radiant Daily Liners 
have a CleanGuard quilted core 
to absorb wetness and odors.

Survey Methodology
The Tampax and Always Radiant Collection HBCU campaign survey 
was conducted by MSLGroup, and surveyed a total of 502 African 
American women, aged 18-35, with some college education, 2 year 
college degree, 4 year college degree, graduate degree, or a post-grad-
uate degree. The survey was implemented between the dates of Sep-
tember 11, 2017 and September 15, 2017.

About HBCU Dance Corporation, Inc.
Founded in 2010, HBCU Dance Corporation, Inc. uses dance as a way 
to inspire students to attend (or stay in) college, preferably at Historical-
ly Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU).  Through its college centric 
dance camps, annual scholarships, mentoring programs, healthy food 
initiatives and funding assistance services, HBCU Dance Corporation 
plays an important role in helping female students, ages 12-22, rec-
ognize their beauty, strengths and full potential, while helping them 
identify and achieve their goals in college and beyond. To learn more 
about HBCU Dance Corporation, Inc., visit www.HBCUDance.com.

About Procter & Gamble
P&G serves consumers around the world with one of the strongest 
portfolios of trusted, quality, leadership brands, including Always, 
Ambi Pur, Ariel, Bounty, Charmin, Crest, Dawn, Downy, Fairy, 
Febreze, Gain, Gillette, Head & Shoulders, Lenor, Olay, Oral-B, Pam-
pers, Pantene, SK-II, Tide, Vicks, and Whisper. The P&G community 
includes operations in approximately 70 countries worldwide. Please 
visit http://www.pg.com for the latest news and information about 
P&G and its brands.

Brea Stinson

The Radiant Collection
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Wednesday’s Woman
BCRF Symposium and Awards 
Luncheon raises almost $2.5 million

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Women’s Editor

October is National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 
One of the outstanding 

organizations helping women to 
fight the good fight to beat this 
dreadful disease is the Breast Can-
cer Research Foundation (BCRF) 
founded by Evelyn H. Lauder in 
1993. Since its inception, dedicated 
BCRF-funded investigators have 
been deeply involved in every ma-
jor breakthrough in breast cancer 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment 
and survivorship. Each year the 
celebrated organization hosts the 
October Symposium and Awards 
Luncheon in New York City to 
raise more awareness and funds 
for BCRF — an engine that propels 
critical breast cancer research and 
an empowering resource for scien-
tific progress worldwide.

This year’s quintessential can-
cer event was held on Thursday, 

October 19, 2017 at the New 
York Hilton Midtown and ex-
ceeded all expectations by raising 
almost $2.5 million for breast 
cancer research and setting a re-
cord for BCRF. Over 200 BCRF’s 
investigators attended this special 
event where their groundbreaking 
work was honored and “will con-
tinue to be fueled by the tremen-
dous support of our community, 
according to BCRF President & 
CEO Myra J. Biblowit. “Togeth-
er we will #BeTheEnd of breast 
cancer.”

The much-anticipated event 
honored BCRF-funded investi-
gators who are devoted to ending 
breast cancer through ground-
breaking research. The Luncheon 
also served as the formal an-
nouncement of $59.5 million in 
research grants that was awarded 
to more than 275 scientists, many 
of whom were in attendance.

The pristine pink event began 
with pink ribbon footprints in 
the Lobby of the hotel leading 
guests to the event. Along the way, 
lovely ballerinas dressed in pink 
danced as they directed guests to 

the reception tables. Once inside 
the Grand Ballroom transformed 
into a pink wonderland, including 
beautiful pink floral arrangements 
everywhere, tickled pink guests 
lunched on a delicious autumn 
salad, dessert, coffee & tea. Fine 
Cartlidge & Browne Chardonnay 
was provided by the Wine Sister-
hood in support of “Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink.”

From the stage Honorary Chair-
man Leonard A. Lauder wel-
comed the room filled with over 
1000 pink warriors. “Although 

I’m happy to see you, I hope that 
I won’t see you here next year 
because if you have cancer, you’ll 
be cured,” Lauder said to thunder-
ous applause. He then introduced 
the Mistress of Ceremonies and 
“Today Show” co-host and breast 
cancer survivor, Hoda Kotb, who 
shared her inspiring story.

This year’s luncheon honored 
Jeanne Sorensen Siegel and 
Herbert J. Siegel with the San-
dra Taub Humanitarian Award, 
presented by Jessica Bibliowicz. 
The Jill Rose Award was given to 

Nancy E. Davidson, MD, Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Cen-
ter, for her trailblazing research 
on epigenetics and resistance to 
hormone therapies in breast cancer, 
presented by Bibliowit and BCRF 
Researcher Gabriel Hortobagyi, 
MD. Additional remarks were 
made by Dr. Larry Norton, Joan 
Lunden and Roslyn Goldstein. In 
addition, BCRF Co-Chair Kinga 
Lampert and Biblowit made grant 
award presentations.

The 2017 BCRF event co-
chairs included Roberta M. 
Amon, Anne H. Bass, Clarissa 
Alcock Bronfman, Amy Gold-
man Fowler, Marjorie Reed Gor-
don, Betsy S. Green, Dee Oclep-
po Hilfiger, Gail Hilson, Aerin 
Lauder, Marigay McKee, Wendi 
Rose, Arlene Taub, and Simone 
Winston. Guests departed with 
heartfelt words and a lovely gift bag 
generously provided by The Estee 
Lauder Companies Inc.

Underwriters of the event in-
cluded ANN INC., Jody and 
John Arhnold, Amy P. Goldman 
Foundation, Roslyn and Les-
lie Goldstein, Kinga Lampert, 
Leonard & Judy Lauder Fund, 
Lifetime, Jeanne Sorensen Siegel 
and Herbert J. Siegel, Tough 
Enough to Wear Pink and Win-
ston Flowers. (Photos by Getty 
Images for BCRF)

About the Breast Cancer 
Research Foundation
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation (BCRF) is dedicated 
to being the end of breast cancer by advancing the world’s most 
promising research. This year, BCRF is awarding $59.5 mil-
lion to support the work of more than 275 scientists at leading 
medical and academic institutions across 15 countries, mak-
ing BCRF the largest private funder of breast cancer research 
worldwide. BCRF is the highest rated breast cancer organization 
in the U.S. — the only one with an “A+” from CharityWatch 
and Charity Navigator’s highest rating of four stars. Visit www.
bcrf.org to learn more.BCRF President & CEO Myra Biblowit, BCRF Co-Chair Kinga Lampert, and Dr. Marc Hurlbert 

pose onstage with doctors and researchers

Greetings from President & 
CEO of BCRF, Myra Biblowit BCRF host Hoda Kotb

BCRF Co-Chair Kinga 
Lampert Dr. Larry Norton

Joan Lunden, Chef 
Sandra Lee 

Honoree Nancy D. 
Davidson, MD

Ballerina greet guests at BCRF

(L-R) Honorees Herbert J. Siegel & Jeanne Sorensen Sie-
gel, President & CEO of BCRF Myra Biblowit, BCRF Board 
Co-Chairman Leonard A. Lauder, BCRF Co-Chair Kinga 
Lampert, Host Hoda Kotb

Nancy D. Davidson, MD ac-
cepts award

Orfeh, Rachel Bay Jones, Nastia Liukin, Emma Myles, Kimiko 
Glenn, Francesca Curran

Jeanne Sorensen Siegel & 
Herbert J. Siegel accept award 
from Jessica Bibliowicz
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BEACON ON THE SCENE
Some 400 guests attend LSA gala raising almost $1 million

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

On Monday, October 16, 
2017, some 400 festively 
dressed guests gathered 

at the beauteously-appointed 
Guastavino’s, 409 East 59th 
Street at First Avenue, NYC 
to celebrate the LSA Family 
Health Service (LSA) (found-
ed by The Little Sisters of the 
Assumption) annual signature 
event, “Spirit of East Harlem.” 
During the inspirational pro-
gram LSA presented honorary 
awards to Broadway legend 
Chita Rivera (Lifetime Spirit 
Award); Ralph A. Sicilia-
no, Esq. (Community Spirit 
Award); and The Deerfield 
Foundation (Corporate Spirit 
Award).

The evening’s festivities — 
which included a cocktail re-
ception and silent auction, din-
ner, award ceremony and live 
auction — raised close to $1 
million dollars to improve the 
health and wellbeing of families 
in crisis in the community of 
East Harlem and surrounding 
neighborhoods.

Rivera, whose signature 
show-stopping performances 
are part of her celebrated DNA, 
led guests in a thunderous 
ovation after a special musical 
tribute to her from theatre/
television/film performer Do-
reen Montalvo, now playing 
Gloria Estefan’s mother Gloria 
Fajardo in the hit Broadway 
musical “On Your Feet” at the 
Marquis Theatre. She recently 
released a solo album “Ameri-
can Soul/ Latin Heart,” a song 
from which was pre-selected for 
2017 Latin Grammy consider-
ation. The Broadway veteran 
was an original cast member 
of the Tony Award winning 
“In the Heights,” and received 
a 2007 Drama Desk award for 
best ensemble.

“ C h i t a  R i v e r a ’ s 
ground-breaking career is deep-
ly inspirational and important 
to people of Hispanic descent 
everywhere, but particularly 
in our community of East Har-
lem where families, especially 
children, face profound obsta-
cles to success,” stated Reada 
Edelstein, CEO of LSA Family 
Health Service. “Her accom-
plishments stand as an example 
of what can be achieved when 
innate talent is nurtured in a 
supportive environment and 
brought to fruition through 
hard work and commitment.” 
Monsignor Kevin Sullivan, 
executive director of Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of 
New York, presented the award 
to Rivera.

“I’m thrilled that the Little 
Sisters of the Assumption Fam-
ily Health Service has chosen 
to honor me with their Lifetime 
Spirit Award,” said Rivera in 
her acceptance remarks. “This 
steadfast organization stands 
for so many things that I be-
lieve in — strength of families, 
diversity, dignity, justice and so 
much more.”

Attorney Siciliano, partner, 
Tannenbaum, Helpern, Syra-
cuse & Hirschtritt LLP, was 
presented with LSA’s covet-

ed Community Spirit Award 
by Sr. Judy Garson, RSCJ, 
former executive director of 
LSA Family Health Service. 
Siciliano served for many years 
as the chairman of the board of 
directors of LSA Family Health 
Service and remains an active 
board member, helping to lead 
the agency through a period of 
transition and growth.

The Deerfield Foundation 
was presented with LSA’s dis-
tinguished Corporate Spirit 
Award for its commitment to 
healthcare initiatives that ben-
efit children from underserved 
communities and all people that 
have disease or need health-
care services. Alexis Cazé, 
partner and managing director 
of the Deerfield Institute and 
president of The Deerfield 
Foundation’s Executive Com-
mittee, accepted the award on 
Deerfield’s behalf.

Many notables donated to 
the success of this dazzling eve-
ning including Co-chairs John 
T. Capetta, Esq. and Virginia 
Chambers; Vice Chairs Jean 
Ackerman and Paul & Tom 
McInerney; Honorary Chairs 
Helen T. Lowe Sr., Annette 
Allain, LSA, Diane & Samuel 
Ramirez Sr. and Fabiana & 
Samuel Ramirez Jr.

LSA’s CEO Reada Bunin 
Edelstein thanks everyone 
who participated in the “2017 
Spirit of East Harlem” gala 
noting that it’s not too late to 
take part. “You can still give 

by making a 100% tax-de-
ductible contribution to keep 
LSA’s important work going 
in 2018.”   CLICK HERE TO 
DONATE. (Photos by Metin 
Oner for LSA)

About LSA Family Health Service
LSA Family Health Service, founded by the Little Sisters of 
the Assumption, strengthens and empowers vulnerable families 
by meeting their basic needs for food, healthcare, education 
and a safe home, in the belief that affirming families in their 
own dignity improves the entire community. It reaches some 
of the most marginalized families in NYC and helps them 
overcome the barriers that poverty and isolation pose to fam-
ily health and wellbeing. For more information, visit: www.
littlesistersfamily.org.

Doreen Montalvo performs

Cristian Solano and LSA Staff:  Asari Beale, Kathy Rosario, 
Cristian Solano (center) and his children (daughter at left, son at 
right), Antonio Papini, Gloria MortonMonsignor Kevin Sullivan with Honoree Chita Rivera

Christine & George  
Stonbely

Doreen Montalvo, Chita 
Rivera

Sr. Judy Garson, Ralph A. 
Siciliano, Esq.

Martha Andrade Dosdebes, 
Stephanie Cooper-Clarke, 
Wendy Miron

Virginia Chambers, Cecilia 
Vonderheide, Reada Bunin 
Edelstein

Alexis Cazé

Atmosphere
Former NY Jets player Ste-
phen & Tiffany Bowen

LSA Junior Board Members: Sean Polley, Madeleine Living-
ston, Rebecca Smith, Peter Stonbely
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A HAPPENING
A HAPPENING

2-Star Nation Amass 5-Star Parade Held in Brooklyn
By Vinette K. Pryce  
Special Assignment

Although the immigrant 
Panamanian communi-
ty comprise less than a 

quarter of a million and is re-
corded to be the sixth-smallest 
Hispanic group in the United 
States and the second smallest 
Central American population, 
nationals boasting the two-star 
red, white and blue banner won 
kudos and ‘nuff respect for pa-
rading pride, culture, heritage 
and independence recently.

On a day when size mat-
tered, thousands exceeded 
the anticipated 50,000 bench-
mark figure projected by the 
Day of Independence Com-
mittee Parade of New York 
organizers whose members 
have been at the forefront 
of presenting a separate and 
unique staging of their heri-
tage for 22 years.

Claiming the second Sat-
urday in October, this year, 
they managed to upstage the 
rain-drenched Hispanic Day 
and the Columbus Day parades. 
As if rewarded by the weather 
Gods, Panamanians received 
tropical-like sunshine, low hu-
midity, seasonal temperatures 
and scores of supporters.

As in past years, marching 
bands, beauty queens, fraternal 
and folkloric groups, vendors, 
etc represented however, this 
year it seemed as if the vibe 
permeated throughout and 
dominated until the very last 
band of musicians known as 
Campesino Colon entered the 

triangle at Classon Avenue and 
Eastern Parkway.

Thousands reveled behind 
the folk drummers following to 
the very end at dusk. Panamani-
ans are one of the least visible 
Hispanic nationalities in the 
United States however, for this 
one day to display patriotism 

they travel from all parts of 
Canada, the USA and Panama.

They have never been shy 
about flaunting their national 
dress and adornments. Conspic-
uous at the annual WIADCA 
in Brooklyn, the Hispanic Day 
Parade in Manhattan they an-
nually provide alluring glances 
to flouncing polleras, bejeweled 
tembeleques and colorful em-
broidered molas unique to the 
cultural melting pot acclaimed 
as the narrow bridge of land 
that connects North and South 
America.

As a matter of fact due to 
their zealous participation, 
organizers of the Hispanic Day 
parade beseeched the contin-
gent of Panamanians to limit 
their numbers of participants 
in this year’s parade. “It is not 
the Panama parade, it is the 
Hispanic parade,” they were 
reportedly politely informed.

Geographically mapped by 
51 miles, the Panama Canal 
forms a shortcut to North and 
South America. Three years 
ago, the Brooklyn parade com-
memorated 100 years of the 
diggers who flocked there from 
various islands of the West In-
dies to build the technological 
wonder which easily transports 
ocean liners from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific Oceans.

Also distinguished for being 
the first Spanish colony on the 
Pacific, Panama holds claim 
to being the winner of the first 
Olympic gold medal from 
Central America. Long jumper 
Irving “Kangaroo” Saladino, 
won the men’s event in Beijing, 
China in 2008.

Colon-born Saladino was 
the special invited guest to the 
parade this year. Along with 
Urenna A. Best Gayle, who 
serves as director general of the 
national secretariat for growth 
and development of Afro-Pan-
amanian heritage, they joined 
with Grand Marshalls Jose F. 
Francis and Shawndya Luisa 
Simpson to demonstrate pride 
in the isthmus.

Simpson, a Brooklyn, civ-
il court judge and Francis 
who hosts the popular TV 
show “Rinconcito Panameno,” 
joined Victor Marshall, Pres-
ident of DICPNY, Mauricio 
Alleyne and Dorothy Small, 
co-founders of DICPNY and 
the very small team of 12 that 
surpassed every expectation 
by parading a violent-free, safe 
and perhaps the best example 
of pride in culture and inde-
pendence in Brooklyn.

Unequivocally, Panama-
nians can claim the prize for 
putting on the best show reflect-
ing a blend of African, Native 
American, North American 
and Spanish influences. Had 
Panama-born Republican John 
McCain attended, he too might 
have expressed appreciation 
of the pride of his birth in the 
two-star state.

Jah Paul Haughton, Journalist Vinette K. Pryce and her Mother 
Vena Baker enjoy Panamanian Day Parade (Photos: Leonard 
McKenzie)

Children proudly flaunt their national dress

Bejeweled Beauty Queen
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BOOKIN’ IT
“We Were Eight Years In Power”

By Kam Williams  
Book Review

“For so much of Amer-
ican history, the fact 
of Black people is

a problem... The demon-
strable truth has been evaded 
in favor of a more comforting 
story... [But America is] a 
country trying to skip out on 
a bill, trying to stave off a 
terrible accounting... It’s clear 
to me that the common theory 
of providential progress, of 
the inevitable reconciliation 
between the sin of slavery and 
democratic ideal [is a ] myth.”

— Excerpted from the Chap-
ter 1, (pages 66-73). In 2015, 
Ta-Nehisi Coates’ “Between 
the World and Me” earned the 
#1 spot on my annual Top Ten 
Black Books list. And, after 
reading the equally-remarkable 
“We Were Eight Years in Pow-
er,” there’s a good chance he’s 
about to repeat that feat.

William Faulkner once ob-
served that, “The past is not 
dead. It isn’t even past.” That 
unsettling sentiment courses 
through the veins of Ta-Nehisi’s 
latest opus.

The title ostensibly implies 
that it’s about Barack Obama’s 
being followed in office by a 
President with diametrically 
opposed values when it comes to 
the welfare of Black folks. After 
all, Trump seems to believe there 
are good and bad Nazis and good 
and bad Ku Klux Klansmen. 
Isn’t that’s like suggesting there 
are good and bad rapists and 
good and bad murderers?

The book does bemoan the 
fact that the dramatic differ-
ence in administrations has 
been marked by a revival of 
the dormant white supremacist 
movement. However, Ta-Nehi-
si’s genius rests in his putting 
that resurgence into proper 
perspective.

There is a chilling prece-
dent for what transpired last 
November when the nation 
elected the candidate running 
on the slogan “Make America 
Great Again!” The author cites 
how, in the wake of the Civil 
War, the ex-slaves were bitterly 
disappointed when the egali-
tarian Reconstruction plan for 
the South was dismantled by 
the former Confederate states 
and replaced by the Jim Crow 
system of segregation.

That devastating develop-
ment inspired Black South 

Carolina Congressman Thomas 
Miller (1849-1938) to lament, 
“We were eight years in power” 
in reference to the brief period 
of African-American optimism 
in terms of securing equality 
under the law. The quote serves 
a dual purpose, here, as it talks 
about a dream rudely deferred 
while simultaneously issuing a 
dire warning that history might 
very well repeat itself.

Thus, “We Were Eight Years 
in Power” serves as a clarion 
call for vigilance about the pos-
sible erosion of African-Amer-
ican advances presumed sacro-
sanct. Consider these riveting, 
well-reasoned ruminations 
of the most-prodigious Black 
visionary around a must-read 
indeed. “We Were Eight Years 
in Power,” by Ta-Nehisi Coates, 
hardcover, $28.00, 394 pages.

ISBN: 978-0-399-59056-

6. To order a copy of “We 
Were Eight Years in Pow-
er,” visit: https:/ /www.am-

azon.com/exec/obidos/
ASIN/0399590560/ ref%3d-
nosim/thslfofire-20

Netflix Series

Daredevil: “Guardian Devil”

By L.A. Williams and 
Quintin Von Wizel

L.A. Williams: This sum-
mer was a super-hero popu-
larity slugfest between “Won-
der-Woman” and “Spider-Man” 
at the box office. But on TV? 
It wasn’t even close: “The De-
fenders” was the big buzz-gen-
erator.

Quentin Von Wizel: The 
Netflix series consists of “Dare-
devil” and a totally different 
incarnation of the original 

1970s comic lineup, but the 
group featured in the current 
comic. “Daredevil” was created 
in 1964.

LAW: And since both his 
comic and his own Netflix 
show debuted years before the 
other Defenders,’ more “De-
fenders” characters and plots 
connect from “Daredevil” than 
from the other shows. So we’re 
providing some “DD” history 
as we delve into one of his 
better known comic storylines: 
“Guardian Devil.”

QVW: A young boy named 
Matthew Murdock saves an el-
derly man from an out-of- con-
trol truck carrying radioactive 
isotopes. But this good deed 
came at a price: the isotopes fall 
off the truck and splash Matt 
in the face, blinding him for 
life. How can a blind man fight 
crime? When the isotopes de-
stroyed his ocular nerves, they 
enhanced his other four senses 
to near superhuman rates.

Matt eventually trains with 
a blind martial artist named 

Stick, becoming a master of 
hand-to-hand combat and 
weaponry. Later, Matt and col-
lege roommate “Foggy” Nelson 
open a law office, taking cases 
for those who cannot afford big 
shot lawyers. Foggy’s down-to-
Earth lifestyle is a contrast to 
Matt’s and balances Matt.

LAW: Matt’s contradicto-
ry: a Catholic and lawyer by 
day committing devil-garbed 
vigilante acts by night. Fog-
gy’s straight-shooting, fun, 
kind-hearted, and uncompli-
cated. 

QVW: In “Guardian Devil”, 
a teenage girl comes to Nelson 
and Murdock’s office, claiming 
to have conceived mankind’s 
savior. Soon after, a mysterious 
gentleman arrives stating the 
opposite about the baby. Who’s 
this girl? Who’s this man? How 
do they know that Murdock is 
Daredevil?

Is this baby a savior or An-
ti-Christ? Is a higher power 
truly at hand? Is this another 
plot from his enemies? Before 

long, long-time friend/lover 
Karen Page (from 1964’s Dare-
devil #1) piles more pressure 
on Matt’s plate with a shocking 
revelation that she has AIDS. 
And Foggy is arrested for the 
murder of a client. When it 
rains, it pours. This story leaves 
Daredevil questioning his loy-
alties and faith. It’s a thrill ride 
with an unbelievable twist that 
will leave you wanting more.

LAW: I’m not a “Guardian 
Devil” storyline fan. It was pub-
lished during a period when DD 
sales were awful and I felt like 
Marvel relied on a “shocking” 
story to restore the book’s buzz, 
instead of a great story. And the 
revealed villain was an ill fit 
for Daredevil’s abilities...and 
disabilities.

But I liked the premise and 
it was good seeing characters 
that hadn’t been in DD in years. 
More importantly, despite my 
feelings, the “Guardian Devil” 
storyline succeeded in reestab-
lishing Daredevil’s popularity 
in comics, which certainly 

helped make the subsequent 
movie and various TV series 
possible.

QVW: And I think Kevin 
Smith’s writing and Joe Que-
sada’s artwork will make most 
of you Daredevil fans for life 
if you’re not already due to the 
amazing Netflix series that is on 
its second season (with a third 
season coming soon.)

Author Ta-Nehisi Coates. (Photo: Gabriella Demczuk)
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AUDREY'S SOCIETY WHIRL
Sanctuary for Families celebrates 15th annual ‘Above and Beyond’ gala

By Audrey J. Bernard  
Society Editor

October is  Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month .  New York 

State’s leading advocate and 
service provider for survivors 
fighting on behalf of victims of 
domestic, violence, sex traffick-
ing and related forms of gender 
violence is Sanctuary for Fam-
ilies. In 2003 the nonprofit orga-
nization established the Above 

and Beyond Pro Bono Awards 
for Excellence in Pro Bono Ad-
vocacy to honor attorneys who 
provide outstanding pro bono 
advocacy and representation for 
clients of the organization.

Each year, the advocacy 
organization hosts a celebra-
tory event to raise funds and 
honor members of the legal 
profession for their generous 
pro bono representation and 
support of Sanctuary’s clients. 
Awardees have represented vic-
tims in a wide range of cases, 
from custody to gender-based 
asylum to legislative advoca-
cy, and dedicated hundreds 
of hours of research, writing, 

trial preparation, and in-court 
representation.

On Tuesday, October 17, 
2017, the Sanctuary for Fam-
ilies celebrated its fifteenth 
annual Above and Beyond Pro 
Bono Achievement Awards and 
Benefit at the Highline Ball-
room, 431 West 16th Street, 
NYC. Hosted by the Pro Bono 
Council, this special benefit 
honored members of the legal 
community who have gone 
“above and beyond” by provid-
ing outstanding pro bono repre-
sentation and advocacy to vic-
tims of domestic violence, sex 
trafficking and related forms of 
gender violence. The Pro Bono 
Council engages committed 
professionals in the service 
of the Sanctuary’s mission to 
provide safety and support for 
victims of domestic violence 
and sex trafficking, and their 
children.

Lawyers from 10 New York 
City law firms were presented 

with Above & Beyond Achieve-
ment Awards.  These pro bono 
lawyers, who work closely 
with Sanctuary’s Legal Center 
attorneys, provide crucial legal 
assistance for domestic vio-
lence and trafficking survivors 
in cases involving immigration 
and asylum issues; orders of 
protection; and child abduction, 
custody and support.

Hon. Judy Harris Kluger, 
executive director of Sanctuary 
for Families, said, “One way 
to measure pro bono service is 
in hours — often many, many 
hours.  But the best way to 
measure the pro bono service 
of this year’s Above & Beyond 

honorees is by the changes their 
efforts have made in the lives of 
our clients, giving hope to sur-
vivors of domestic violence and 
sex trafficking and a pathway 
to a life of safety and self-reli-
ance.  Sanctuary for Families 
is grateful to these attorneys 
for their expert legal skills and 
extraordinary generosity.”

In addition to the honor-
ees and their clients, notable 
guests included Hon. Robert 
A. Katzmann, Chief Judge 
for the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit; Cecile 
Noel, Commissioner of NYC 
Mayor’s Office to Combat Do-
mestic Violence; and Marie 
Philip, HRA Deputy Com-
missioner of Emergency and 
Intervention Services.

The 2017 Above and Beyond 
Pro Bono Achievement Awards, 
which were spearheaded by 
Sanctuary’s Pro Council, was 
Chaired by Ben Schatz of 
The Center for Appellate 

Litigation and Mia White of 
McKinsey & Company; and 
Co-Chaired by Steven Corde-
ro of Akerman LLP, Jamie 
Stinson of King & Spalding 
LLP and Emily Suran of 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & 
McCloy LLP. LSA extends 
special thanks to Christine 
Casado, Lynn Coscia, and 
Brian Ripps for volunteering 
their time and resources to sup-
port Sanctuary for Families. For 
more information about Sanc-
tuary for Families, visit www.
sanctuaryforfamilies.org.  

The 2017 Above & Beyond 
Pro Bono Award honorees are:

Cahill Gordon & Reindel 
LLP Margaret Barone, Associate

Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
LLP Amal El bakhar, Associ-
ate Rachel Fritzler, Associate 
Rachel Skaistis, Partner

Davis Polk & Wardwell 
LLP Alyssa Beaver Gomez, 
Associate Surya Gopalan, As-
sociate Molly Greer Gurny, 

Associate Sharon Katz, Special 
Counsel for Pro Bono Aman-
da Meyer, Associate Caroline 
Stern, Associate Scott Wilcox, 
Associate

Debevoise & Plimpton 
LLP Anna Domyancic, Asso-
ciate Lesley Douglas, Senior 
Litigation Analyst Ashley Fill-
more, Associate Sean Hecker, 
Partner Rhianna Hoover, Law 
Clerk John Pierpont, Associ-
ate* Marisa Taney, Associate*

Paul, Weiss ,  Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison LLP 
Michael Nadler, Associate* 
Allison Penfield, Associate 
Elizabeth Sacksteder, Partner

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 
Mari Dopp, Associate Carly 
Halpin, Associate Taleah Jen-
nings, Partner

Simpson Thacher & Bart-
lett LLP Carola Beeney, Pro 
Bono Specialist* Hilary Chad-
wick, Pro Bono Coordina-
tor* Kristina Green, Associate 
Harlene Katzman, Pro Bono 

Counsel Jonathan Lieberman, 
Associate* Matthew Levy, 
Associate Lara Pomerantz, 
Associate* Mark Stein, Partner 
Alyssa Watzman, Associate*

Stroock & Stroock & La-
van LLP Joy Baskin, Asso-
ciate Kevin Curnin, Partner 
Jonathan Konig, Associate 
Ben Smyser, Associate Claude 
Szyfer, Partner

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen 
& Katz Courtney Heavey, As-
sociate John Savarese, Partner

Wilmer Hale LLP Vilmarie 
Alcaraz, Paralegal Margaret 
Artz, Associate Hanna Baek, 
Associate* Todd Blanche, 
Counsel* Sanket Bulsara, Part-
ner* Adriel I. Cepeda Derieux, 
Counsel Musetta Durkee, Asso-
ciate Matthew Galeotti, Associ-
ate Lauren Kennedy, Paralegal 
Sharon Cohen Levin, Partner 
William Roth, Associate Josh 
Vittor, Associate* David Yin, 
Associate

*Formerly of

About Sanctuary 
for Families
Sanctuary for Families is 
dedicated to the safety, heal-
ing and self-determination of 
victims of domestic violence 
and related forms of gender 
violence. Through compre-
hensive services for our cli-
ents and their children, and 
through outreach, education 
and advocacy, we strive to 
create a world in which free-
dom from gender violence is 
a basic human right.
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By Dedra N. Tate#HotOffThePress

Dedra N. Tate

Urban One’s Blitz Showcase is 
STILL the hottest ticket in town

Year seven for Urban 
One’s The Blitz Show-
case (TB) was all that, 

as host Nick Cannon presented 
a slate of non-stop talent to an 
audience that was a Who’s Who 
of heavy hitters, tastemakers 
and influencers throughout the 
music industry.

The TB showcase, con-
ceived by executive producer, 
Jodi Williams-Walls (JWW), 
began in Silver Spring, Mary-
land and continues to grow 
stronger each year. JWW, an 
industry veteran, came up with 
the concept after constantly 
receiving tons of new music in 
the mail, and not knowing who 
the artists were. Creating TB 
was an opportunity for her to 
connect the dots for hit makers 
where they can see new artists 
perform their soon-to-be hits.

NYC’s Stage 48 was the 

perfect venue to set TB’s old 
school, family reunion vibe, 
as industry family members 
arrive early to mingle and catch 
up during the VIP reception. 
Afterwards, the major and in-
dependent record labels bring 
out their Best of the Best to give 
the audience a total package 
experience.

This year’s roster included 
Empire’s Major and Lyrica 
Anderson, Island’s Jessie 
Reyes, E-One’s Lil Kim and 
Waka Flocka, Def Jam’s Da-
niLeigh, Columbia’s Young 
Bleu and Ayo & Teo, Capital’s 
Vic Mensa and 300’s Trey 
Songz introduced their new 
artist Mike x Angel.

Jay Stevens, UO’s senior 
vice president of programming 
and content and Colby Colb, 
vice president of programming, 
were amongst the executives 
on hand to kick off the show, 
while CEO Alfred C. Liggins 

III enjoyed the show from the 
audience.

Past artists who were fortu-
nate enough to grace the stage 
and achieve major success in-
clude August Alsina, Miguel, 
Rita Ora, Alessia Cara, Janelle 
Monae and Jadenna. Moving 
TB to New York also gave 
UO an opportunity to invite 
Madison Avenue to the party 
exposing them to artists that 
can help promote their brands. 
(Photos by: Dedra N. Tate)

ABOUT URBAN 
ONE

Urban One, Inc. (UO) is 
an American media company 
with holdings in radio, cable 
television and digital media, 
founded as Radio One in 1980 
by Cathy Hughes. After join-
ing the company in 1985, her 
son, Alfred C. Liggins, III 
took over as CEO with Hughes 
becoming the board’s chair-
person.

Urban One owns and op-
erates fifty five radio stations 
in sixteen US markets and is 
the largest African American 
owned broadcasting compa-
ny in the US, and the radio 
broadcaster targeting African 
American and urban listeners 
in hip-hop, rap, R&B, talk radio 
and news. UO owns Reach Me-
dia, the largest radio network 
targeting African American 
and urban listeners, a major-
ity stake in TVOne, a cable 
television network targeting 

African American women; and 
Interactive One, a digital pub-

lisher with brands and websites 
targeting urban users. 

Jodi Williams-Walls, Mark Green Trey Songz, JoJo Brim Yandy Smith, Barry Macon Empire’s Major & Morace Landy Jessie Reyez, Jay Stevens

Destiny Owens, DaniLeigh, Kendall 
Cherry

Nadja Alvarado, Waka Flocka, Tra-
cie Jones, Jeanine Tate

Jamie Foster Brown, 
Benny Pough Colby Colb, Chuckie Booker

Fred Buggs, Sharon 
Heyward

Mike x Angel Lil Kim

Ayo & Teo

Nick Cannon
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MEDIA MATTERS
There is trouble again at Eb-

ony/Jet which changes editors 
once a year. Kyra Kyles exits the 
company. Ebony/Jet brand has 
been tarnished by stories about 
non-payment to writers dating 
back a few years. Moreover, no 
one has seen a hard copy of the 
magazine for awhile. It can be 
digitally accessed. There seems 
to be lots of visits to its website. 
Blacks cannot afford to lose 
this iconic publication. Latest 
issue features actor Chadwick 
Boseman on the cover. Boseman 
stars in biopix MARSHALL, 

about US Supreme Court justice 
Thurgood Marshall.

Bi-racial actress Meghan 
Markel dons the cover of October 
2017 Vanity Fair Magazine. Must 
give credit to photographer Peter 
Lindbergh who captured her 
Black look in the spread titled “ 
She’s Just Wild About Harry.” I 
thought that it was the other way 
around for one of the SUIT stars, 
who is 36, divorced and being 
courted by Britain’s most eligible 
bachelor, Prince Harry. Spread 
looks like something from the 
glory days of Ebony or Essence.

ARTS/CULTURE WORLD
FILM: Tyler Perry has a film/

TV Midas Touch. He frequently 
wears many hates, producer, 
writer, director, actor. His latest 
feature film “BOO 2! A Madea 
Halloween” was the top weekend 
box office grosser in the USA 
with receipts of $21.7 million. 
BOO 2! Is the Madea franchise’s 
10th film. Perry works as an actor 
with film industry colleagues. He 
will play Colin Powell in a Dick 
Cheney biopix.

BOOKS: T H E  T I E S 
THAT BIND is a novel by Rudy 
Kofi Cain, is a coming of age 
story, set in the 40s in the U.S. 
south about a young Black man 
who has to cope with the forces of 
omnipresent Jim Crow and fam-
ily dysfunction. Cain a professor 
emeritus and former college 
administrator hs been published 
extensively in professional and 
trade journals. He wrote Alain 
Leroy Locke: Race, Culture 
and the Education of American 
Adults, which was the 2003 
recipient of the Publisher’s Best 
Book Award.

DANCE: The American Lin-
dy Hop Swing Competition is a 
landmark event now in its 20th 
year. The ALHC is “dedicated 
to the father of all swing danc-
es, Harlem’s signature cultural 
dance, the Lindy Hop.” The 
ALHC Convention/Competition, 
October 26-29, comes to Harlem 
for the first time and will be held 

at the National Black Theater, 
located at 2031 Fifth Avenue, at 
125 Street. The event includes 
famous dance legends, dance 
classes, competitions, jazz and 
swing bands, including Glenn 
Crytzer’s New Yorkers, Ron 
Sunshine and his Orchestra and 
George Gee Swing Orchestra. 
Visit Artspectrum.org.

PHOTOGRAPHY:The Cen-
tral Library Dweck Center of 
the Brooklyn Public Library will 
host “Visually Speaking MFON 
And the Women Photographers 
of the African Diaspora,” Photo-
graphic Talk Series, curated by 
Terrence Jennings on November 
1. The MFON co-founders Lay-
lah Amatullah Barrayn and Del-
phine Fawundu will speak with 
Of Note Magazine’s editorial 
director Grace Ali. Event held at 
10 Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, 
NY 11238

NEWSMAKERS
Who made the Vanity Fair 

2017 New Establishment ranking 
the top 100 innovators, moguls, 
Tital and Techies. FYI, the list 
is headed by Jeff Bezoz, Mark 
Zuckerberg, Tim Cook, Larry 
Page, and Elon Musk, and Rob-
ert Mueller, men who require no 
introduction. Blacks who made 
the cut Dean Baquet, NY Times 
editor in chief, the only black in 
top 10; Dwayne Johnson, #37 
Jordan Peele, comedian, director, 
LeBron James, #76, Beyonce 
Knowles, #77; Shonda Rhimes, 
#83; Robert F. Smith, Equity 
Partners #86; Chance the Rapper, 
#87; and Kenya Barris, #97.

Alyah Horsford Sidberry, 
Cove Lounge Proprietor; NYC 
First Lady Chirlane McCray; 
and Senator Brian Benjamin at 

Cove Lounge for Mayor De Bla-
sio fundraiser on 10/16 McCray 
said that she felt so comfort-
able in Harlem where her great 
grandmother worked for Marcus 
Garvey. 

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

US/AFRICA 
What are 1000 American troops do-

ing in Niger, fighting also the French?  
And why doesn’t anyone  in Congress  
know about this African military ad-
venture?  Why did ambushed troops 
in Niger wait for more than an hour 
to call for help?  A few months ago, 
President Trump  said  that he would 
change focus of  America’s foreign 
policy towards Africa, by de-empha-
sizing humanitarian aid and focusing 
instead  on military support  and aid..   
Military support suggests military en-
gagement.   President Trump also said 
that he would assign many of the details 
related to foreign policy to the generals 
in his cabinet.  

Trump seems to have  problems 
communicating with people of color  
and has an even greater problem in 
dealing with African American wom-
en.  His attacks  against Representative 
Maxine Waters are legion.  Recently, 
he started relentless  attacks against  
congresswoman,  Frederica Wilson for 
publicly  repeating  his callous remarks 
to the  grief- stricken widow of  Sgt 
La David T. Johnson, an American 

military hero,  who was killed in an  
attack in Niger, a West African  coun-
try.  President tells the widow of her 
husband, “ He knew what he signed 
up for, but it hurts anyway.”  He calls 
the Congresswoman a liar and then 
gets his chief of staff John Kelly to  
engage in more character assassination 
of the Rep Wilson.   It is rather ugly 
and racist, methinks.   When will this 
nightmare - the Trump White House 
-  end?

WHAT’S GOING ONBy Victoria Horsford 

HARLEM UPDATES
A new fish restaurant will open at 

the space once occupied by Gran Piatto 
D’Oro which was located at 1429 Fifth 
Avenue, on 117 Street. While riding 
south on Fifth I saw the signage which 
was a mouthful, including “ ……..City 
Island”

Carol’s Daughter, the hair care 
products and beauty salon located at 
24 West 125 Street, Harlem is closed. 
The business was founded in 1993 by 
African American Brooklynite Lisa 
Price, who worked out of her home. 
Her products were used and popularized 
by celebrities like Oprah, Jada Pinkett 
Smith and Halle Berry. She opened a re-
tail space on 125 Street, about 15 years 
ago. L’Oreal USA acquired Carols’ 
Daughter, a few years ago, following 
bankruptcy and retained Price to man-
age the business. Carol’s Daughter’s 
products are found in major national 
retail outlets

Jennifer Furniture opened its doors 
uptown long before other big retailers. 
Its first stop was at 72 West 125 Street, 
off Lenox Avenue in the late 90s. Later, 
Jennifer relocated to 1 West 125 Street, 
where it was the older neighbor to TJ 
Maxx and Bed Bath and Beyond. That 

store is closed.
Jazzmobile, the Harlem Arts Alli-

ance, the Apollo Theater Foundation, 
the Classical Theater of Harlem will 
be united under one roof at the Vic-
toria Tower located at 233 West 125 
Street, by the spring of 2019. The 
former Loews Victoria is undergoing 
expansion into a mixed-use building 
which will house arts organizations 
and which will be branded Harlem 
Renaissance Hotel by Marriott and 
rental apartments

BUSINESS MATTERS
Brian Jones is an African Ameri-

can Republican and the President of 
the Fox Business News Network since 
May. Launched 10 years ago, the Fox 
Business Network was dismissed as 
a serious ratings threat to CNBC, the 
long-term market leader. Today FBN 
is the number 1 business cable ratings 
performer.

Colas Construction, a Black- owned 
company acquired a $27 million con-
tract for the Oregon Convention Center, 
based in Portland, a city with a Black 
population of 6%. Colas will serve as 
construction manager, general contrac-
tor for the plaza, entries and interiors 
project. Hermann Colas founded the 
company in 1997. If this can happen 

in Portland, why not cities with larger 
Black populations. 

Frederica Wilson

Lisa Price

Tyler Perry

Hermann Colas

Alyah Horsford Sidberry, Chir-
lane McCray and Senator Brian 
Benjamin
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Reggae Recorder

Richie Stephens Receives ASCAP Awards in England

Kingston, Jamaica: 2017 
is the biggest year of 
Reggae Recording Artist 

Richie Stephens’ musical ca-
reer. After being honored with 
a Pop Award at the ASCAP Pop 
Music Awards in Hollywood 
in April and an R&B Award 
at the 30th annual ASCAP 
Rhythm & Soul Music Awards 
in Beverly Hills, California, the 
singer trekked across the pond 
to England where he collected 
two International Awards–Song 
of the Year and Digital Sales 
of the Year by ASCAP for 
his contribution to Rhianna’s 
“Work,” which was among the 
top ASCAP songs on the 2016 
year-end charts.

“I am over the moon. I am so 
blessed to receive two Interna-
tional Awards in the USA and 
now to be honored in England, 
is a major accomplishment at 
this time in my career. I share 
this award with my fans glob-
ally and three members of the 
Ska Nation Band who accom-
panied me on the red carpet in 
London,” said Stephens.

So far 2017 has been a 
whirlwind year for the singer 
who kicked of the summer in 
Brooklyn, New York where he 
launched his Steely and Clevie 
produced album titled Luv-A-
Dub Style. The 14 track disc, 
which is distributed by VP 
Records, contain songs “Feel 

Good All Over,” “All Night 
Long” (featuring U Brown), 
“Love Her Up” (with Sister 
Nancy), “Come Back To Bed” 
and “Rain From The Sky.”

Besides the International 
Awards and the album, Ste-
phens was one of the top per-
formers at the newly branded 
Reggae Sumfest, which drew 
record crowds at Catherine 
Hall in Montego Bay. Richie 
and his Ska Nation Band then 
embarked on a successful 6 
weeks summer European tour 
which included stops at Reggae 
Jam in Germany, and the Un-
told Festival in Romania which 
attracts more than half a million 
patrons annually.

Richie returned stateside in 
late August, for a two week pro-
motional tour, to drum up sup-
port for his current Dancehall/
Pop single “Happy Wine,” that 
was recorded with United States 
based Urban Singer Nheon. 
While in New York, Stephens 
shared stage at Amazuru and 
BB Kings’ Supperclub in the 
Times Square district with Reg-
gae/Dancehall hotshots Kon-
shens, Capleton, Charly Black, 
Shenseea, Estelle, Tanto Metro 
and Devonte and Kranium.

He also did the New York 
Urban radio circuit, conducting 
interviews with Bobby Konders 
and Jabba (HOT 97), DJ Norie 
(Power 105). B87FM, Boston, 

HOT 99.1, in Albany and HOT 
93.7FM, in Connecticut.

“I am extremely excited about 
the in roads that Happy Wine is 
making on Urban stations in the 
US northeast. The song is getting 
steady rotation and is poised to 
enjoy further visibility now that 
the video for the song is released 
and circulated to video chan-
nels and various social media 
platforms. I thank God for the 
blessings because without him 
none of this would be possible,” 
said Stephens. After the award 
function in London,

Richie Stephens and his 
Ska Nation Band will embark 
on a fall tour in Europe in late 
October.

Singer Justine Skye Takes a Knee
By David Caplan GM 

America

The Brooklyn Nets invited 
Singer Justine Skye, a 
native of the New York 

City, to sing the National An-
them at Friday night’s home 
opener at Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn — and to the sur-
prise of spectators and Nets 
management, she took a knee 
at the end of her performance. 
Reaction was a mix of cheers 
and boos, according to The 
Associated Press.

Skye, 22, appears to have 
taken a knee in solidarity with 
the Black Lives Matter Move-
ment, based on an Instagram 
post about the evening, which 
included video of her perfor-
mance and the hashtag #black-
livesmatter.

“Got a bit shaky at the 
end.. was pretty uneasy about 
singing the anthem and prob-

ably won’t ever be invited to 
sing it again but I had to take 
a knee for the opening game 
in my City and let my voice 
be heard. We will not be 
silenced #blacklivesmatter,” 
she wrote.

Unlike the NFL, the NBA 
has a rule requiring players 
to stand during the National 
Anthem. Players from both 
the Nets — who locked arms 
while Skye sang — and the 
Orlando Magic stood along 
the foul line during her per-
formance.

A spokeswoman for the 
Nets said it was unaware that 
Skye was planning to take 
a knee. “We recognize that 
tonight’s National Anthem 
singer kneeled briefly at the 
end of her performance and 
we were not aware that she 
was going to do so,” she said. 
The Nets beat the Magic 
126-121.Singer Justine Skye 

Richie Stephens walks red carpet Richie Stephens and the Ska Nation Band
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HAS launches KaZoom Kids storytelling 
series with KaZoom Publishing

Harlem, New York – 
October 2017…The 
Harlem School of the 

Arts (HSA) in partnership 
with KaZoom Kids iStory-
Books, will launch a new read-
ing series designed to stimulate 
a love of reading, especially 
among children of color.  Too 
often African American and 
Latino children are left feeling 
disconnected from the stories 
in the books available to them 
because they do not see them-

selves represented in them.  Ka-
Zoom ebooks are multicultural 
and use sight, sound, motion, 
and animation to stimulate kids 
to interact and become more en-
gaged with the stories they read.  

The KaZoom Kids Sto-
rytelling series is tailored to 
kids ages 3-8 and will take 
place on Saturday, November 
4, 2017 at 10:00 am, 645 Saint 
Nicholas Avenue, NYC.  It is 
FREE for all children and 
their parents.  

On hand for the launch of this 
unique, fun-filled, multi-media, 
multicultural experience will 
be Donna Beasley, founder of 
Chicago-based KaZoom Pub-
lishing, a company focused on 
providing a distribution arm for 
multicultural, digital-interactive 
children’s books; and author 
Lapacazo Sandoval who wrote 
Everybody Loves Cake, one of 
the three books featured in this 
storytelling event. She was first 
to respond when the call went 
out to the community of writers 
attached to KaZoom Publishing, 
to participate in the series.

The books will be brought 
to life through performances by 
students from HSA’s dance and 
music departments under the 
direction of Amanda McDowall 
a teacher at HSA. 

The theatrical reading of 
Taking The E-Train is about an 
adventurous Abuela who takes 
her three grandchildren on an 
adventure on NYC’s E train 
on one of the hottest days of 
summer! Why? Because the E 
train has the best air condition; 
Everybody Loves Cake follows 
the joy of baking with Sharon 
and her Abuela (Grandmother) 
as they create new and delicious 
treats while keeping tradition 
and making new “sweet” mem-

ories; and Kason’s Kite is a 
father and son who bond over 
a kite making project. 

“There is a real shortage of 
multicultural children’s books 
for Black and Latino families,” 
says creator and CEO Donna 
Beasley, who discovered that 
only 5% of children’s books 
published feature children of 
color. Her way of solving the 
problem was to create greater 
diversity in children’s litera-
ture.  “At KaZoom iStoryBooks 
we are changing things, but we 
can’t do it alone.”

This is why partnerships 
like the one with HSA are ex-

tremely important in helping 
to connect with audiences that 
will appreciate finding relatable 
stories, featuring characters that 
look like them, reflect their 
communities and experiences, 
and serve to strengthen their 
children’s imaginations and 
sense of self. 

For more information on 
registering for the event visit 
HSA present Storytelling with 
KaZoom iStorybooks. For ad-
ditional information on HSA 
visit www.hsanyc.org , and 
for more on KaZoom Digital 
Publishing go to www.kazoom-
kidsbooks.com.

About KaZoom
We believe that imagination is a child’s superpower and that 
books help to inspire and influence that power.  At KaZoom 
Kids our writers aim to write books that:

 Create imagery that engages kids using sight, sound, and 
animation.

B ring to life worlds where children see characters who 
look like them and their communities. Create an opportunity 
for kids to explore the world all on their own without caution, 
fear or limitation.  In order to create such rich diverse stories, 
we knew that our community of writers had to be diverse as 
well.  Our team comes from various backgrounds, age groups, 
and ethnicities to deliver fun, fantastic stories about the world as 
it is today. For additional information,visit http://www.essence.
com/culture/donna-beasley-multi-cultural-childrens-books

About HSA
New York City’s premier community arts institution, the 
Harlem School of the Arts (HSA), stands unique as the sole 
provider of arts education in four disciplines: music, dance, 
theatre, and visual arts, all within our award-winning 37,000 
square foot facility.  The School’s reputation for artistic rigor 
and excellence attracts constituents of diverse socio-economic 
and ethnic backgrounds from all five New York City boroughs, 
Westchester County, Connecticut and New Jersey. HSA’s alumni 
and faculty are counted among the most talented leaders in the 
arts. For more than 50-years, HSA has enriched the lives of tens 
of thousands of young people ages 2-18 through world-class 
training in the arts. HSA offers its students the freedom to find 
and develop the artist, student, and citizen within themselves 
in an environment that teaches discipline stimulates creativity, 
builds self-confidence and adds a dimension of beauty to their 
lives, empowering them to become the creative thinkers and 
innovative leaders of tomorrow. To learn more about the Harlem 
School of the Arts please visit www.HSAnyc.org.
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Alive and Kiersey!

By Kam Williams  
Senior Movie Critic

“Flatliners”

One of the most respect-
ed young entertainers 
around, Actress/Mu-

sician Kiersey Clemons has 
quickly become known for her 
versatility as well as her cap-
tivating screen presence. The 
in-demand actress has five films 
releasing over 2017 and 2018, 
and recently made headlines 
by landing the coveted female 
lead opposite Ezra Miller in 
the DC Comics adaptation, 
“Flashpoint.”

In the film, she will be play-
ing tough-as-nails journalist (Iris 
West), and the character will be 
introduced on November 17th 
in the much-anticipated “Jus-
tice League.” Earlier this year, 
Kiersey starred opposite Jeff 
Bridges and Kate Beckinsale in 
“The Only Boy Living in New 
York,” directed by Marc Webb.

2018 is also shaping up to be 
a big year for Clemons. She’ll 
be heading the cast in the thriller 
“Sweetheart,” and playing the fe-
male lead in “Hearts Beat Loud,” 
a story following a Brooklyn 
record store owner who struggles 
over the course of the summer 
to let go of both his shop and his 
college-bound daughter.

Kiersey enjoyed a break-
out role in the Sundance hit 
“Dope,” which was nominated 
at multiple festivals includ-
ing Cannes and the Deauville 
American Film Festival. In 
2016, “Dope” was nominat-
ed for three NAACP Image 
Awards, including Outstanding 
Motion Picture, Outstanding 
Writing in a Motion Picture, 
and Outstanding Directing in a 
Motion Picture.

Kiersey is making her mark 
on television, too, where she 
has a recurring role as (Bian-
ca) on the Golden Globe and 
Emmy Award-winning series, 
“Transparent.” Her addition-
al TV credits include Steven 
Spielberg’s “Extant” alongside 
Halle Berry and Fox’s “New 
Girl.” She can also be seen 
on the Netflix original series 
“Easy,” a sex-positive anthol-
ogy with genuine portrayals of 
modern relationships.

Kiersey trained at Los An-
geles’ famed improvisational 
company The Groundlings. 
She is also a classically-trained 
musician who has collaborated 
with Grammy Award-winner 
Pharrell, providing vocals on 
multiple-tracks on the “Dope” 
and “Transparent” soundtracks. 
In 2015, she appeared in Lady 
Gaga’s music video “Til it 
Happens to You,” directed by 
Catherine Hardwicke. The 
Oscar-nominated song was 
specifically composed for “The 
Hunting Ground,” a documen-
tary about the rape epidemic on 
college campuses. And she is 
currently working on her debut 
solo album.

This month, Kiersey’s pas-
sion for fashion will merge 
with her entrepreneurial mind-
set as she launches the Kiers 
Collection in partnership with 
Zappos. Zappos will sell the 
shoes exclusively for 60 days 
before the collection expands to 
the rest of the retail world. The 
collection includes nine shoes 
she designed in conjunction 
with popular footwear design-
ers Musse and Cloud.

In her spare time, Kiersey 
continues to support causes 
she feels strongly about, such 
as the Sierra Club. And she 
lends her voice to support as-
sorted women’s organizations, 
educating and taking action on 
pressing issues facing females 
worldwide.

HERE, she talks about play-
ing the role of Sophia in “Flat-
liners,” a remake of the 1990 
horror classic co-starring Julia 
Roberts, Kevin Bacon, Kiefer 
Sutherland, Oliver Platt and 
Hope Davis. Kam Williams: 
Hi Kiersey, I’m honored to 
have this opportunity to speak 
with you.

Kiersey Clemons: Fan-
tastic! That’s sweet. KW: I 
was blown away by your per-
formance in “Dope” which 
was the first time I ever saw 
you. And I loved the movie so 
much I named it the #1 film of 
2015 on my annual Top 100 
list. KC: I’m very honored. It 
was my first movie. It’s cool to 
think that it was your #1 pick. 
So, thank you. KW: You all 
deserved it. Tell me what inter-
ested you in “Flatliners” and in 
playing (Sophia)?

KC: The script was so fun! 
But I think the biggest thing 
was that I got to play a med 
student which is a very rare 
opportunity for a young woman 
of color. So, I was really excited 
about representing. Also, the 
original was made before I was 
born, and I liked the idea of 
reimagining the movie to bring 
it to an audience of my gener-
ation involving technology and 
science in a more modern way. 
And I felt lucky to be able to 
collaborate with Niels [director 
Niels Arden Oplev] and, obvi-

ously, with the amazing actors 
in the movie. All of that made 
the project really enticing.

KW: Did you go back and 
watch the original before shoot-
ing the film?

KC: I did, when we were 
already on location in Toronto. 
I watched it after we had our 
first cast meeting with Niels, 
primarily because we make a 
few nods to the original in the 
film, and I wanted to be aware 
of what had happened there, 
even though we separate the 
two pictures.

KW: What was it like work-
ing with Ellen Page and the rest 
of the cast?

KC: We all really got along 
and became great friends. What 
was interesting about this en-
semble cast is that we were all 
born in different countries and 
had different acting styles. We 
couldn’t tell how it was all go-
ing to play out, but it couldn’t 
have gone any better.

KW: Have you ever seen my 
favorite film of Niels, “The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo.” KC: 
Of course! It’s effing amazing! 
KW: Harriet Pakula-Teweles 
asks: With so many classic 
films being redone, is there a 
remake you’d like to star in. 
KC: I don’t know. I think we’re 
all pretty hungry for original 
content at the moment. I’m sure 
there’s a move out there that 
I haven’t even seen yet that I 
might like to remake, but I can’t 
think of anything right now.

KW: It’s rare enough for 
someone to excel in one field, 
but you’ve managed to achieve 
that in both movies and music. 
What’s going on with you mu-
sically. KC: Well, I just finished 
shooting “Hearts Beat Loud” 
about a father-daughter duo 
band. Nick Offerman plays my 
dad. We filmed all the original 
music, which I’m excited about. 
All the vocals are live. And I 
got to use an Ableton sync pad. 
It’s so sick! I really love music, 
and if I can keep incorporating 
music into movies, that would 
be awesome. I’m always writ-
ing my own music, but I don’t 
necessarily consider myself 
a musical artist. I just like to 

write and sing and dabble with 
instruments, I’m kinda going 
with the flow.

KW: I wouldn’t call collab-
orating with the like of Pharrell 
and Lady Gaga just dabbling. 
KC: I’m not against releasing 
some original music, but first 
I have to find the right group 
of people to work with. KW: 
Ling-Ju Yen asks: What is your 
earliest childhood memory. 
KC: Crawling around my aunt’s 
house with my cousins who al-
ways carried around a scarf that 
she would chew on. She called 
it her “silky,” but I don’t know 
why. [Laughs] That’s genuinely 
my earliest memory.

KW: The Viola Davis ques-
tion: What’s the biggest differ-
ence between who you are at 
home as opposed to the person 
we see on the red carpet.

KC: That depends on what 
day you catch me on the carpet. 
[LOL]. On the carpet, I put a 
bit more thought into what it is 
I’m wearing, into what colors 
and patterns and textures I’m 

putting together. Me and my 
team approach it like a canvas, 
as if we want to paint a picture 
that’s interesting to look at.

“So, the red carpet’s artistic 
as opposed to getting dressed at 
home which is more therapeu-
tic. I think they both bring the 
same feeling of satisfaction, but 
I don’t match as well at home, 
and I can wear all the crazy stuff 
I couldn’t wear on the carpet.”

KW: That sounds like direc-
tor Wes Anderson’s approach to 
filmmaking.

KC: Really? I’ll take it. 
That’s pretty sick! KW: When 
you look in the mirror, what do 
you see. KC: I don’t just see 
myself. I see my ancestors and 
my sisters, all the people who 
have influenced me and con-
tributed to the making of this 
person. I think that has a lot to 
do with embracing myself and 
loving myself. I don’t rely on 
myself solely to be who I am.

“A lot of my inspiration 
comes from my mom and my 
dad, my grandparents, my aunts 
and uncles, my three little sis-
ters, my baby brother and the 
rest of my relatives.” KW: The 
Uduak Oduok question: Who is 
your favorite clothes designer. 
KC: I like Chanel, because 
it’s classic, timeless and a little 
edgy. I like Chanel.

KW: “Realtor to the Stars” 
Jimmy Bayan asks: What’s your 
dream locale in Los Angeles to 
live. KC: I love Santa Monica 
Canyon. It’s really beautiful. 
KW: Finally, Samuel L. Jack-
son asks: What’s in your wallet. 
KC: [LOL] What’s in my wal-
let? My wallet has my license, 
my debit card and my clinic 
card. [Laughs some more]. 
KW: Thanks again for the time, 
Kiersey, and best of luck with 
“Flatliners.” KC: Thank you so 
much, Kam.

NYB’s Entertainment Editor Don Thomas poses with televi-
sion’s “The Real” co-host Loni Love, who also served as one of 
the co-host at the recent Mocha Cafe Awards presentation held 
at MIST Harlem, located in the Village of Harlem (Photo: Ron-
nie Wright)

Actress/Musician Kiersey Clemons
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Bread & Breakfast maven checks ‘inn’ at OWN-TV
Edited by Audrey J. Bernard

OWN’s new docu-series 
“Checked Inn,” featur-
ing entrepreneur Mo-

nique Greenwood and the cou-
ples who visit her family-run, 
upscale bed and breakfast, 
will have its network premiere 
on Tuesday, November 21 at 
10 p.m. ET/PT (after an all 
new episode of Tyler Perry’s 
“If Loving You Is Wrong” at 9 
p.m. ET/PT). From Trooper 
Entertainment in association 
with Lionsgate TV, the series 
will air regularly on Saturdays 

at 10 p.m. ET/PT, beginning 
on November 25.

In 1995, Monique Green-
wood pursued a newfound love 
for hospitality by opening her 
first B&B in Brooklyn, NY 
while also working as a maga-
zine editor. Then, five very busy 
years later, she landed a dream 
job at Essence Magazine, the 
leading publication for African 
American women. Greenwood 
quickly rose to become Edi-
tor-in-Chief – even as she con-
tinued to run the B&B. Much to 
everyone’s shock, she eventual-
ly decided to walk away from 

her high-profile job at Essence. 
After juggling two professions 
for years, she wanted to focus 
on building the B&B business 
with her husband, Glenn, with 
the goal of creating a legacy 
they could pass on to their 
daughter, Glynn.

Today, Akwaaba Bed & 
Breakfast Inns is the most suc-
cessful B&B business on the 
east coast and Monique remains 
the hands-on force behind it. 
She runs her now four inns the 
only way she knows how — as 
the heart and soul, the every-
thing planner and the innkeeper. 

Ever-helpful, Greenwood even 
finds herself offering advice to 
her guests when they confide 
in her.

Set at Akwaaba’s Mansion 
at Noble Lane in the Poco-
nos, Pennsylvania, this former 
Woolworth estate is where 
couples go to push back the 
world, re-ignite passion and 
celebrate life’s most exciting 
events. Things may not always 
go smoothly, but Monique — 
with Glynn under her wing 
— and the hard-working staff, 
make sure their guests have an 
experience they’ll never for-

get. Celebrity guests include 
two-time Grammy Award-win-
ning singer/songwriter Peabo 
Bryson, Black hair care entre-
preneur Lisa Price of Carol’s 
Daughter and Pastor John Gray 
and his wife Aventer.

“Checked Inn” is execu-
tive produced by Dave Caplan 
(“Monica the Medium,” “Holy 
Foley”) from Trooper Enter-
tainment in association with Li-
onsgate Television. The series 
is also executive produced by 
Rahel Tennione with Co-Exec-
utive Producer, Becca Guillon.

DANCE

ON THE TUBE

About Monique Greenwood

I became infatuated with 
bed-and-breakfasts the 
first time I stayed in one, 

because they combine all my 
personal passions: decorating, 
entertaining, and real estate. 
I bought an old house in my 
Brooklyn neighborhood and 
converted it into an inn, even 
though people told me no one 
would pay to stay in Brook-
lyn. Then I became the edi-
tor-in-chief of Essence mag-
azine, but eventually gave it 
up to run the inns full-time. 
The key is to make Akwaa-
ba a top-notch experience. I 
already had a career as the 
Editor-in-Chief of Essence 
magazine, but in 1994, I dis-
covered and fell in love with an 
old house in my neighborhood 
and decided to turn it into a 
bed and breakfast. It’s my na-
ture to have a lot of balls in the 
air, but it was hard to find time 
for myself, so eventually I left 
my magazine job to focus on 
running Akwaaba full-time. 
The hardest part has been 
balancing work and home life, 

since we live in our Brooklyn 
inn. But I’m such a homebody, 
and I love being able to just 
run downstairs and conduct 
business. Before I opened 
Akwaaba, I kept a journal of 
my stays at more than 30 inns, 
writing down what I liked and 
didn’t like. I also took a course 
for aspiring innkeepers. If 
your innkeeper does it right, it 
should look effortless. But it’s 
hard work! You have to always 
be on, no matter what time that 
doorbell rings. If you’re the 
type of person who can’t wait 
for your houseguests to leave, 
this isn’t the career for you. 
For the first five years, I did 
everything myself. Now I have 
a staff. From day one I knew 
I would be successful. I knew 
I had to pay the mortgage on 
the property no matter what. 
We have five Akwaaba Bed 
& Breakfast Inns — Loca-
tions in Brooklyn, NY; Cape 
May, N.J.; Washington, D.C.; 
and Poconos, PA — now and 
I have one week off a year 
between Christmas and New 

Year’s. Otherwise I’m at each 
location at least every other 
month. I’ve never worked as 
hard, but the ability to decide 
when that work gets done, how 
it gets done, and also that I’m 
kind of limitless in my ability 
to grow my business gives 
me a sense of freedom. For 
additional information, visit 
akwaaba.com

About Lionsgate
The first major new studio in 
decades, Lionsgate is a global 
content platform whose films, 
television series, digital prod-
ucts and linear and over-the-
top platforms reach next gen-
eration audiences around the 
world.  In addition to its filmed 
entertainment leadership, Li-

onsgate content drives a grow-
ing presence in interactive and 
location-based entertainment, 
gaming, virtual reality and 
other new entertainment tech-
nologies.  Lionsgate’s content 
initiatives are backed by a 
16,000-title film and television 
library and delivered through 

a global licensing infrastruc-
ture.  The Lionsgate brand is 
synonymous with original, 
daring and ground-breaking 
content created with special 
emphasis on the evolving pat-
terns and diverse composition 
of the Company’s worldwide 
consumer base. 

About OWN: Oprah Winfrey 
Network
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Net-
work is the first and only 
network named for,  and 
inspired by, a single iconic 
leader.  Oprah Winfrey’s 
heart and creative instincts 
inform the brand – and the 
magnetism of the channel.  
Winfrey provides leader-
ship in original scr ipted 
and unscripted program-
ming and attracts superstar 
talent to join her in prime-
t ime,  bui lding a  global 
community of like-minded 
viewers and leading that 
community to connect on 
social media and beyond. 
OWN is a singular desti-

nat ion on cable.   Depth 
wi th  edge.   Hear t .  Star 
power. Connection.  And 
endless possibilities.  OWN 
is a joint venture between 
Harpo, Inc. and Discovery 
Communications.  The net-
work debuted on January 
1, 2011.  The venture also 
includes the award-win-
ning digital platform Oprah.
com.  Access OWN any-
t ime,  anywhere  on Wa-
tchOWN.tv or across mo-
bile devices and connected 
TVs.  For more information, 
please visit  www.oprah.
com/own and https://press.
discovery.com/us/own/. 

Season Premiere Tuesday, November 21 
(10 p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT)

*The series will regularly 
air on Saturdays at 10 p.m. 
ET/PT

The new docu-series fea-
tures Monique Greenwood 
who quit her job as edi-
tor-in-chief of Essence Maga-
zine and risked it all to pursue 
a lifelong dream of opening 
her own bed and breakfast. 
Although Monique was often 
told that she was crazy, she 
wanted to build a legacy to 
leave to her daughter. Today, 
she runs Akwaaba Bed and 
Breakfast Inns, the most suc-
cessful B&B business on the 
east coast. As a successful 

entrepreneur, Monique runs 
her empire with heart and soul 
serving as the everything plan-
ner and the innkeeper—she 
even finds herself acting as a 
“therapist” to her guests. Set 
at The Mansion at Noble 
Lane in Poconos, Pennsylva-
nia, this former Woolworth 
estate welcomes couples who 
seek to re-ignite passion and 
celebrate life’s most exciting 
events. Things may not always 
go smoothly, but Monique and 
her colorful staff work hard to 
make sure their guests have 
an experience they’ll never 
forget.

(P) Tuesday, November 21  
(10 p.m.–11 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: A 
Whole New World

It’s peak season in the Po-
conos, and bed and breakfast 
tycoon Monique Greenwood 
enlists her husband and busi-
ness partner Glenn and her 

daughter Glynn to prep The 
Mansion at Noble Lane for a 
new set of guests, including 
Grammy-winning singer Pea-
bo Bryson.

(P) Saturday, November 25 
(10 p.m.–11 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: Work/
Love Balance

A married couple that has 
lost over 500 pounds together 
checks in at The Mansion at 
Noble Lane with the goal of 
getting their sexy back. Mo-
nique tries to convince her 
daughter, Glynn, to embrace 

her legacy and commit to the 
family business.

 Click here to see a sneak 
preview of “Checked Inn” 
(with embed code): www.
WatchOWN.TV/CheckedIn-
nTease

Monique Greenwood on set “Checked Inn” at Noble Lane, 
Poconos, PA

Akwaaba Mansion, Brooklyn, 
NY

Buttonwood Manor, Cape 
May, NJ

Akwaaba, Washington, DC
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22 OFF-BROADWAY
“We Shall Not Be Moved”, 
Deserves Larger Audience

By Ernece B. Kelly  
Drama Critic

Visually arresting and 
studded with stunning 
vocal performances, it’s 

regrettable that the New York 
City premiere of the most-
ly-Black opera, “We Shall Not 
Be Moved” was performed for 
only two weekend nights in 
early October at the Landmark 
Apollo Theatre, located in the 
Village of Harlem. It deserves 
a larger audience.

Inspired by the catastrophic 
1985 bombing by Philadelphia 
police of the rowhouse housing 
members of MOVE, the Afri-
can-American group headed by 
John Africa, the story follows 
five young adults—John Little 

(Daniel Shirley), John Blue 
(John Holiday), John Mack 
(Adam Richardson), John Hen-
ry (Aubrey Allicock) and Un/
Sung (Lauren Whitehead) who 
take shelter in the ruins.

Initially, the five are un-
aware that ghosts—dressed 
completely in white (including 
hoodies)—inhabit the site and 
are silently following characters 
around. Sometimes crawling on 
all fours, other times walking, 
even carrying John Blue’s body 
when he’s injured by Glenda 
(Kirstin Chavez), a West Philly 
policewoman who upon enter-
ing the premises, challenges 
their presence.

“The cafeteria smelled like 
decaying future,” Glenda is told 
when she asks why the five ar-
en’t in school. Songs as well as 
the spoken word refer to school/
schooling while others focus 
on the human body, and, still 
others, on the tragedy of Black 
men dying young. For instance, 
though wounded, John Henry 
sings, “This Black man’s body/I 
left prematurely.” Typical of 
opera, these themes recur.

Veteran Choreographer Bill 
T. Jones’ exciting direction 
places performers in the au-

dience, on the lip of the stage, 
and even behind a scrim where, 

in silhouette, the entire cast, 
joins hands while dancing. 
Elevating Jones’ dramaturgy 
to a more complex level is the 
technical work of Set Designer 
Matt Saunders and the numer-
ous projections of Designer 
Jorge Cousineau. Especially 
noteworthy is his “Migration” 
segment—the entire opera is di-
vided into named sections—in 
which realistic visuals of Philly 
neighborhoods are projected 
behind characters seeming to 
move thru them!

Prevent ing  “We Shal l 
Not…” from growing claus-
trophobic is the occasional 
appearance of a newscaster 
(Pat Ciarrocchi) announcing 
events occurring outside the 
MOVE ruins. The off-stage, 
seven-piece orchestra con-
ducted by Viswa Subbaraman 
similarly pulls audiences away 
from the fixed site of the ruins.

While two “V’s”, visuals 
and voices are the clear winners 
here, the Opera Philadelphia 
company is, to be commended 
for reminding audiences of this 
tragic and unprincipled episode 
in recent Black history.

“We Shall Not Be Moved” cast

Choreographer Bill T. Jones
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C L A S S I F I E D

ADOPTION

Loving family from Europe, 
looking to adopt a baby into 
home filled with happiness, 
security, unconditional love. 
We whole-heartedly welcome 
a child of any race/ethnicity. 
Please contact Chantal, Geof-
frey and big brother Noah, 
through our NY adoption agen-
cy! 1-914-939-1180 adopt@
foreverfamiliesthroughadop-
tion.org

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels 

For Wishes, benefiting Make-
A-Wish. We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible. Call (855) 376-
9474

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start 

Here –Get trained as FAA 
certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM for free information 
866-296-7094

NAME CHANGE
Notice is hereby given that 

an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
09/20/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002274-17/NY, 
a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 111 Centre Street, 
New York, NY 10013, grants 
me the right to: Assume the 
name of Regina Marquita Tate. 
My present name is Regina 
Marquita Brown AKA Regina 
Marquita Tate, Regina M Tate, 
Regina Tate, Regina Brown. 
My place of birth is Manhattan, 
NY. My date of birth is Feb. 13, 
1955. My present address is 406 
West 126th Street, New York, 
NY 10027

SUMMONS
S U P R E M E  C O U R T 

OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YO R K — C O U N T Y  O F 
N E W  YO R K- I n d ex  No. 
307423/2017—Date Pur-
chased: 07/25/2017—SUM-
MONS WITH NOTICE-Plain-
tiff designates New York Coun-
ty as the place of trial—Basis 
of Venue: CPLR Sec 509- 
Jessica K. Fritz Pinto Arcos, 
Plaintiff, -against – Gino E. 
Pinto Arcos, Defendant – AC-
TION FOR DIVORCE- To the 
above-named Defendant YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 

to serve a notice of appear-
ance on Plaintiff’s attorneys 
within thirty (30) days after 
the service of this summons is 
complete and in case of your 
failure to appear, judgment will 
be taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the 
notice set forth below. Dated: 
July 25, 2017 New York, New 
York Law Offices of Grinberg 
and Segal, PLLC, Plaintiff’s 
Attorney 11 Hanover Square, 
10 Floor New York, NY 10005 
(212)202-0342. NOTICE: 
The nature of this action is to 
dissolve the marriage between 
the parties on the grounds of (i) 
irretrievable breakdown of the 
relationship between Plaintiff 
and Defendant for period of 
at least six months pursuant 
to DRL Section 170(7). The 
relief sought is a judgment 
of absolute divorce in favor 
of the plaintiff dissolving the 
marriage between the parties 
in this action. NOTICE OF 
AUTOMATIC ORDERS. Pur-
suant to domestic relations law 
section 236 part b, sec. 2, the 
parties are bound by certain 
automatic orders which shall 
remain in full force and effect 
during the pendency of the 
action. For further details you 
should contact the clerk of the 
matrimonial part, Supreme 
Court, 60 Centre Street, New 
York, NY 10007 Tel (646) 
383-3010. DRL 255(1) No-
tice. Please be advised that 
once the judgment of divorce 
is signed in this action, both 
parties must be aware that 
he or she will no longer be 
covered by the other party’s 
health insurance plan and that 
each party’s health insurance 
coverage, and may be entitled 
to purchase health insurance 
on his or her own through a 
COBRA option, if available. 
NOTICE OF GUIDELINE 
MAINTENANCE. Pursuant 
to DRL 236(B)5-a, there is an 
obligation to award the guide-
line amount of maintenance 
(spousal support) on income 
up to $175,000.00 to be paid 
by the higher income spouse to 
the lower income spouse after 
the divorce is final according 
to a formula, unless the parties 
agree otherwise or waive this 
right.

PUBLIC AUCTION
BY VIRTUE OF AN EX-

ECUTION ISSUED OUT OF 
THE SUPREME COURT, 
BRONX COUNTY, in fa-
vor of SHAMBRO, LLC, 
AS ASSIGNEE OF CHRIS-
TOPHER NAPOLEONIS, 
judgment creditor, WHICH 
J U D G M E N T  WA S  A S -
SIGNED ON FEBRUARY 
12, 2016 and against HEC-
TOR FELICIANO, judgment 
debtor, to me directed deliv-
ered, I WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION, by DENNIS 
ALESTRA DCA# 0840217, 
auctioneer, as the law directs, 
FOR CASH ONLY, on the 
12th day of December 2017 at 
12:00 in the afternoon, at: The 
New York City Sheriff’s Office 
at 3030 THIRD AVENUE, 
SUITE 240, in the county of 

BRONX all the right, title 
and interest which HECTOR 
FELICIANO, the judgment 
debtor, had on the 30th day 
of November 2011, or at 
anytime thereafter, of, in and 
to the following properties: 
ALL that certain plot, piece 
or parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying 
and being in the 23rd Ward of 
the City of New York, bound-
ed and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at a point on the 
northerly side or line of One 
Hundred and forty-third Street 
as the line of said Street is 
now laid out, distant Easterly 
measured along the North-
erly line of said Street Five 
hundred and seventy five 
feet seven and three quarter 
inches from the Northeasterly 
corner of Willis Avenue and 
One hundred and forty-third 
Street as the same is now laid 
now and partly through the 
centre of a party wall, nine-
ty-two feet and two inches; 
THENCE running easterly 
and parallel with the northerly 
side or line of One Hundred 
and forty-third Street at the 
same is laid down on a map 
entitled “Map of Section C of 
North New York etc.” filed in 
Westchester County Register’s 
Office April 1st 1867, Sixteen 
Feet, eight and three quarter 
inches; THENCE running 

southerly and at right angles 
to the northerly side or line 
of 143rd as the same is now 
laid out and partly though 
the centre of a party wall, 
Ninety-one feet three inches 
to the said northerly side or 
line of 143rd as the same is 
laid out now, sixteen feet, 
eight inches to the point or 
place of BEGINNING. Being 

the same premises heretofore 
devised to the parties of the 
first part in and by the last Will 
and Testament of Elizabeth 
Clark, late of the Borough 
and County of Bronx, City of 
New York, and being known 
by the Street Number 463 
East 143rd Street, Bronx, New 
York.  PREMISES KNOWN 
AS: Block: 2288 Lot: 70

NY Black Media
2” x 2”

From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction awarded 
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673 
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned 
businesses.  We build libraries, firehouses, sewer 
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure 
projects.  We work with general contractors, 
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and 
others in the construction industry. Become our 
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting 
opportunities visit DDC 
online at nyc.gov/ddc

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MWBE OPPORTUNITIES

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254

Make-A-Wish®

Metro New York

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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24 BEACONSPORTS Andrew 
Rosario, 
Sports  
Editor

Despite losses Knicks 
showing improvement 

By Derrel Jazz Johnson 

After not gaining a victory 
during the preseason, the 
New York Knicks are off 

to an 0-2 start to the 2017-2018 
NBA season. We told you here the 
past two weeks that it wouldn’t be 
a good season for the team, but we 
saw some good things in the home 
opener Saturday. Hosting a Detroit 
Pistons team that played the night 
before in Washington, DC, the 
Knicks raced out to a 21-point 
lead in the first half. The biggest 
reason for their first-half success 
was Kristaps Porzingis. 

Porzingis has gotten out to 
great starts in the first half of 
the first two games, dropping 19 
in Oklahoma City and 23 it the 
Garden. I questioned whether 
Porzingis would adjust to the role 
of being the primary scoring op-
tion for the team, and thus far, his 
64 points proves that he looks like 
he is ready for the role. 

The third-year Latvian star be-
came the first player since Patrick 
Ewing to score 30 or more points in 
the first two games of the season. 
Porzingis discussed his role on 
the team. 

“I want to be the leader of the 
team and help them win,” he said. 
“This is the only thing on my mind. 
If we win that is all that matters.” 

Unfortunately, through the 
first two games, the Knicks ar-
en’t showing consistency on the 
defensive end of the floor. In the 
small sample of eight quarters, 
the Knicks have held an opponent 
under 20 points once, with the 
other seven being over 25 points, 
including two 30+ quarters. The 
Knicks offense is not be good 
enough to overcome deficiency on 
the defensive end. There has been 
another issue on the offensive end, 
Tim Hardaway, Jr. 

The shot selection of Hardaway, 

Jr has left a lot to be desired. He 
followed up a 3-10 effort against 
the Thunder with an even worse 
4-16 effort against the Pistons. He 
has nailed 5 three pointers, but 17 
of his 26 shot attempts have been 
from behind the arc, and that is 
simply too much. 

Hardaway, Jr is an athletic 
player who can get to the rim 
but needs to diversify his game 
more. Although capable of hitting 
contested three’s, he is easier to 
defend if most of his shots come 
from behind the arc. 

The youth movement that we 
are supposed to be seeing has yet to 
begin. After playing eight minutes 
in his career debut versus the Thun-
der, rookie Frank Ntilikina sat out 
the next two games with injuries. 
Second-year big man Willy Her-
nangomez has played even less, 
four minutes in the first two. It is 
my belief that it is better for the 
organization to lose playing youth 
rather than lose with veterans, and 
from chatting with various Knicks 
fans, they feel the same. Jeff Hor-
nacek needs to find a balance in the 
rotation that allows more minutes 
for the youth before Knicks fans 
start calling for him to be removed. 

   New York played at Boston 
Tuesday night looking to get in 
the win column. They host Nets 
Friday night as Brooklyn took on 
Cleveland last night looking to 
win their third straight game at 
Barclays Center.

Bright future for Yanks
By Joshua Garcia

Nobody ever said growing 
pains were easy. 2017 will 
be looked back upon as such, 

a year with so many highs but one 
which ultimately ended in heartbreak. 
 In spring training Greg Bird was 
slotted as not only the Yankees start-
ing first baseman, but as a staple in a 
lineup made for power. Bird was the 
best hitter in all of baseball in spring 
but 60 at bats into April was injured 
for what at the time was thought to 
be season ending.

Bird set the first of many themes 
for the 2017 Yankees, resilience and 
rebounding. The Yankees rebounded 
better than Kristaps Prozingis with 
the emergence or rather re-emergance 
of Gary Sanchez and Aaron Judge. 
 Not since the great Reggie Jackson 
have the bleachers creatures sere-
naded a right fielder so. Even the 

organization got in on the love affair 
creating Judge's Chambers a special 
section of seats dedicated to him. 
That's what 33 homeruns in Yankee 
Stadium in a season gets you, sorry 
Ruth, Maris, and Rodriguez.

2017 ending without an AL 
pennant means it will forever be 
remembered as the season of Judge. 
The possible AL MVP and lock for 
AL Rookie of the year put together 
the best power year a rookie has 
in the history of Major League 
Baseball. (.284, 52 HR, 114 RBI) 
 Judge is not the only Baby Bomber 
putting his stamp on the franchise in 
his first full season. Gary Sanchez 
is in the argument of Yankees best 
player and has put up extremely 
impressive numbers, especially for 
a catcher.

In 177 games Sanchez is batting 
.283 with 53 homeruns and 132 RBI. 
Despite critics of Gary's defense the 

Yankees have possibly the best young 
catcher in baseball who's problems 
behind the dish are easily fixable.

If there is any doubt to the ad-
justments young players can make 
just look at how starting pitcher Luis 
Severino stormed on the scene in 
2017. Severino finished 2016 with 
tons of questions about his mentality 
and where he would fit in as far as 
Yankee rotation, some even calling 
for him to come out of the bullpen. 
 Severino quieted all critics and has 
cemented himself as the Yankees ace 
of the present and future with not 
only his regular season but postsea-
son as well. Sevy ended the season 
with a 2.98 ERA, 14-6 record, and 

230 strikeouts in 193.1 innings.
New York won 91 games in 2017 

and its no stretch to say they could 
win more than that and capture the 
AL East title next year. However, now 
the bar is set at minimum to those 
goals but realistically much higher. 
 Had the Yankees won more regular 
season games in 2017 to earn home 
field advantage this article might be 
a world series preview instead of a 
season review. For a team that was 
undfeated at home in the playoffs, 
another playoff game in the Bronx 
could have made all the difference. It 
should be the number one motivator 
in 2018.

One of the unspoken MVP's 

for the Yankees is not even a play-
er but rather GM Brian Cash-
man. Imagine the Yankees sec-
ond half or post season without 
the trade for Tommy Kahnle Da-
vid Robertson and Todd Frazier. 
 Cashman will continue to make 
moves to put the Yankees over the 
top. It would not be strange to see 
him put together a package including 
Starlin Castro and Dellin Betances. 
Miguel Andujar and Gleyber can be 
the 2018 break out Baby Bombers.

In New York success is gaged by 
championships and by only that mea-
sure did the 2017 Yankees fail. But, 
if they were to win in the next couple 
years, is it really failure?

McCown gives Miami a gift
By Andrew Rosario 

On an overcast Miami after-
noon, the New York looked 
to rebound from their con-

troversial loss last week at home 
against the hated New England 
Patriots. The Jets were hoping 
the Dolphins were just what they 
needed. Turns out, the Jets were 
their own worst enemy. 

The Jets won the coin toss and 
elected to receive rather than send 
the defense on the field. They took 
advantage immediately.  From the 
shotgun from their own 25, QB 
McCown looks left and finds run-
ning back Bilal Powell on the right 
side. 31 yards later, Powell gets 
tackled. Matt Forte catches a 13 
yard pass that sets up the first Jets 
score of the game. MCCown sees 
wide receiver Jerome Kearse in 
one on one coverage with Dolphins 
cornerback Cordrea Tankersley. 
Kearse gets behind him and pulls 
in the 29 yard touchdown pass. 
 The Dolphins didn't blink. Much 
maligned Jay Cutler, began the 
drive with a 25 yard completion 
to Julius Thomas. After a 11 yard 
run by Jay Ajayi, Cutler airs out 
a pass deep to right side of the 
field. Wide receiver Kenny Still, 
with 2 Jets defenders (David Bass 
and Marcus Maye) all over him, 
he manages to come down with 
the pass. The initial call was an 
incomplete pass. After the review, 
it was reversed. Cutler then finds 
wide receiver Jarvis Landry all 
alone in the back of the end zone 
for a 4 yard touchdown pass tying 
the game at 7.

When the Jets got the ball 
with 6:21 left in the first quarter, 
McCown marched them down 
field for a 8 play, 75 yard score 
as running back Robbie Ander-
son pulled in the 18 yard pass 
giving them a 14-7 lead. Again, 
the Dolphins responded. With 
help of defensive penalties (pass 
interference and facemask) that 

kept the drive alive, Cutler finds 
tight end Anthony Fasano for a 
4 yards touchdown.By the end of 
the day, Gang Green committed 12 
penalties for 124 yards. 8 of them 
coming in the second half.

Still, despite those transgres-
sions, the Jets were able to extend 
their lead by 14 (28-14) after a 
McCown QB sneak and a 10 yards 
td pass to tight end Austin Sefari-
an-Jenkins. The first time Miami 
possessed the ball to start the 
third quarter, it would be the last 
play for Cutler. Looking for Stills 
downfield, Cutler gets driven into 
the ground and is forced to leave the 
game. Matt Moore took over and 
led Miami to the comeback victory.

It began in the final quarter 
as Moore threw touchdown passes 
of 28 and 2 yards to get them even 
at 28. During those drives, the 
Jets committed 4 penalties. Head 
coach Todd Bowles acknowledged 
how much the penalties hurt the 

team. “It’s frustrating. We gave 
them more drives in the first half, 
kept some drives alive in the sec-
ond half. Twelve penalties. You 
ain’t gonna win the ballgame. Too 
many untimely penalties at the 
wrong time. To many penalties 
period. Until we learn that lesson, 
it’s going to be tough sledding.”

The Jets defense held Miami 
and got the ball back with 47 sec-
onds and 3 timeouts hoping to get 
into field goal range. From their 
own 15, McCown looks for wide 
receiver Jermaine Kearse on the 
left sideline. Dolphins cornerback 
Brian McCain jumps in front for 
the interception. A very distraught 
McCown took full responsibility 
for the errant pass. “To go out there 
and have that happen, as profes-
sionals, as quarterbacks, there’s 
not a lot of worse feelings than that 
for me,” he said. The play selection 
was questionable given how deep 
they were i Dolphin territory. Was 
there any thought of letting the 
clock run out and hoping for the 
best in overtime? Said McCown, 
"a minute left, three timeouts, 
the coach asks you to win the 
ballgame,” McCown said. “That’s 
what you want to do in this league 
as a quarterback.’’ 

All Miami had to to was keep 
possession and watch Cody Parkey 
kick the game winning 39 yard 
field goal. Another Weekend, 
another heart breaking loss to 
another division opponent. 

If the loss to New England 
was disappointing, the loss to 
Miami was devastating. “I’m very 
disappointed," said McCown. "I 
will be for the next 24 hours but 
when we start turning on that tape 
for Atlanta, we’re moving on, and 
I’m moving on, and I’ll be excit-
ed. Can’t wait to kick the ball off 
Sunday.” 

If they don't stop making cru-
cial mistakes on both sides of the 
ball, their sight will be focused on 
the 2018 draft.

Aaron Judge Gary Sanchez Luis Severino

Who Will Help The Unicorn

Moore Rallies Fish From 14 
Down. Photo By: Michael 
Henriquez

McCown Throws Costly Int In 
Jets Loss. Photo By: Michael 
Henriquez 

Judge, Sanchez and Severino Great 2017


