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Jan 1, 1863 the Emancipation Proclamation was issued. America paid a 
terrible price to remove the scourge of slavery and become one nation. 

We must forever remember the sacrifice and the triumph,  page 3

50 YEARS AGO WE LOST A KING BUT gained the will to effect changes in 
our national consciousness, pg 3, 6  

This administration is hostile to civil rights

50 YEARS LATER
DR KING HAS LASTING IMPACT

HAPPY NEW YEARS—AND STAY WOKE. PG 4
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Gov Cuomo earmarks $175m 
for workforce investments in 
emerging fields

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
unveiled 2018 State of 
the State proposal to 

strengthen the workforce aimed 
at preparing New Yorkers for 
future jobs. He has already ear-
marked a whopping $175mil-
lion for the project.

Cuomo has already created 
an Office of Workforce De-
velopment to oversee state’s 
investment and execution. It is 
being headed by a director of 
workforce development.

One of the goals of the proj-
ect, according to Gov. Cuomo, 
is to launch a one-stop shop to 
help workers and businesses 
navigate workforce develop-
ment programs.

The Governor said the proj-
ect will enforce strong account-
ability standards for program 
performance and employ state-
of-the-art data analytics to stra-
tegically target local workforce 
needs across the Empire State.

“Our comprehensive eco-
nomic development strategy 
helped spur growth and job cre-
ation across this state. But rap-
idly advancing technology and 

global competition demands 
that we prepare New Yorkers 
for the economy of tomorrow,” 
said Gov. Cuomo.

“While we have made great 
strides, we must expand and 
overhaul our workforce training 
programs now in order to equip 
our workers with the necessary 
skills to succeed in the future,” 
he added.

On the average, according 
to the Governor, there will be 
nearly 362,000 job openings 

each year in New York over the 
next 10 years. He said many of 
those jobs will require a college 
degree.

He added that with the Ex-
celsior Scholarship, New York 
became the first state in the 
nation to make free college a 
reality- because by 2024, nearly 
2.5 million jobs in New York 
State will require an associ-
ate’s degree or higher, which 
is roughly 420,000 more jobs 
than in 2014. 

Governor Cuomo 
launches economic 
justice program

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

An Economic Justice pro-
gram for the middle class 
that calls for minimum 

wage increase paid family leave 
and tax cut across the state for 
New Yorkers has been launched 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Regional minimum has al-
ready been increased effective 
Jan. 1 to $15. When fully 
phased in, the Governor said 
New Yorkers will be eligible for 

up to 12 weeks of paid time off.
“New York believes in a fair 

day’s pay for a fair day’s work 
and no family member should 
have to choose between caring 
for a loved one and losing their 
job. This victory will help re-
store fairness and equality to 
working families across New 
York,” said the Governor.

As for the middle class taxes, 
here are some highlights: New 
York taxpayers will save an 
average $250 in 2018 through 
middle class cut. The Governor 
said he will continue to reduce 
state taxes to record lows.

“These new lower state tax 
rates will save middle-class 
taxpayers nearly $6.6 billion 
in just the first four years, and 
annual savings are projected to 
reach $4.2 billion in benefit and 
six million filers by 2025,” said 
Cuomo.

He explained that as the 
new rates phase in, it will be 
the state’s lowest middle-class 
tax rates in more than 70 years.

Across New York State, the 
Governor said taxpayers will 
see an average state tax cut of 
$250 in 2018 and an average 
state tax cut of $698 when fully 
phased in by 2025.

Royal wedding may 
prove non-traditional

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

African-American actress 
Meghan Markle said 
this week she would 

prefer her mom, Doria Ragland 
walk her down the aisle in St. 
George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle when she exchange mar-
riage vows with Prince Harry 
on May 19.

But it is not immediately 
know if Ragland who is a 
yoga instructor will showcase 
her Rastafarian dreadlocks 
hairstyle on the big day. A 
father traditionally walks his 
daughter down the aisle if he 
is alive. But Markle wants 
none of that.

The future Duchess who is 
reportedly super close to her 
mother decided to brake from 
that tradition and picked mom 
over her reclusive dad, Thomas 
Markle, who is white.

Markle, who will be join-
ing Britain’s royal family in 
a few months, doesn’t mean 
the African-American future 
royal isn’t going to break a 
few traditions on her very 
important day. 

Trump supporters 
bemoan Blacks 
dominate jury

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

A number of President 
Donald Trump’s politi-
cal supporters are saying 

that special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s federal grand jury is 
stacked with too many Black 
folk.

One supporter in particular, 
Richard Johnson complained 
that the numbers of the grand 
jury in Washington looked like 
they come from a Black Lives 
Matter protest.

“The grand jury room looks 
like a Bernie Sanders rally, said 

another supporter, adding, that 
maybe they found these jurors 
in a central casting, or at a Black 
Lives Matter rally in Berkeley, 
Calif.”

The complainant contended 
that 11 of the 20 grand jurors 
in the room during the testi-
mony were African-Americas, 
which isn’t a surprising figure 
because it roughly lines up 
with the percentage of Black 
residents of the District of 
Columbia.

The supporter also said 
only one white male was in the 
grand jury room and he was a 
prosecutor.
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Dr King’s lasting impact 
on equity in education

By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA 
Newswire Contributor)

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s influence on the 
Civil Rights Movement 

is indisputable, but his fight for 
equity in education remains a 
mystery to some.

That fight began with his 
own education.

“He clearly had an advanced, 
refined educational foundation 
from Booker T. Washington 
High School, Morehouse Col-
lege, Crozer Theological Sem-
inary, and Boston University,” 
said Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
Sr., the founder of the Rain-
bow PUSH Coalition. “His 
education in his speeches and 
sermons and writings were 
apparent and he wanted us all 
to have that type of education.”

King completed high school 
at 15, college at 19, seminary 
school at 22 and earned a doc-
torate at 26.

“Dr. King laid down the case 
for affordable education for all 
Americans, including Polish 
children—from the ghetto and 
the barrios, to the Appalachian 
mountains and the reserva-
tions—he was a proponent for 
education for all and he believed 
that strong minds break strong 
chains and once you learn your 
lesson well, the oppressor could 
not unlearn you.”

Rev. Al Sharpton, the found-
er and president of the National 
Action Network (NAN), said 
that NAN works with Educa-
tion for a Better America to 
partner with school districts, 
universities, community col-
leges, churches, and commu-
nity organizations around the 
country to conduct educational 
programming for students and 
parents.

“The mission of the organi-
zation has been to build bridges 
between policymakers and 
the classrooms by supporting 
innovations in education and 
creating a dialogue between 
policymakers, community lead-
ers, educators, parents, and stu-
dents,” Sharpton said. “We’re 
promoting student health, fi-
nancial literacy, and college 

readiness in our communities, 
just like Dr. King did.”

King was a figure to look 
up to in both civil rights and 
academia, Sharpton told the 
NNPA Newswire.

“Then, when you look at 
his values, he always saw edu-
cation, especially in the Black 
community, as a tool to uplift 
and inspire to action,” Sharp-
ton said. “It’s definitely no 
coincidence that a number of 
prominent civil rights groups 
that emerged during Dr. King’s 
time, were based on college 
campuses.”

Sharpton added that King 
routinely pushed for equality 
to access to education.

“Just as importantly, he 
always made a point to refer 
education back to character—
that we shouldn’t sacrifice effi-
ciency and speed for morals,” 
Sharpton said. “A great student 
not only has the reason and 
education, but a moral compass 
to do what’s right with his or 
her gifts. It’s not just important 
to be smart, you have to know 
what’s right and what’s wrong.”

Dr. Wornie Reed, the direc-
tor of Race and Social Policy 
Research Center at Virginia 
Tech who marched with King, 
said when he thinks of King 
and education, he immediately 
considers the late civil rights 
leader’s advocating that “we 
should be the best that we 
could be.”

“King certainly prepared 
himself educationally…early 
on he saw that education played 
a crucial role in society, but 
perceived it as often being mis-
used,” Reed said. “In a famous 
essay that he wrote for the stu-
dent newspaper at Morehouse 
in 1947, he argued against a 
strictly utilitarian approach to 
education, one that advanced 
the individual and not society.”

Maryland Democratic Con-
gressman Elijah Cummings, 
who remembers running home 
from church on Sundays to lis-
ten to King’s speeches on radio, 
said King had a tremendous im-
pact on education in the Black 
community.

“Dr. King worked tirelessly 

to ensure that African Ameri-
cans would gain the rights they 
had long been denied, including 
the right to a quality education,” 
said Cummings. “His fight for 
equality in educational oppor-
tunities helped to tear down 
walls of segregation in our 
nation’s schools.”

Cummings continued: “He 
instilled hope in us that we 
can achieve our dreams no 
matter the color of our skin. 
He instilled in us the notion 
that everyone can be great, 
because everyone can serve 
and there are so many great 
advocates, who embody this 
lesson.”

In support of education 
equality, civil rights leaders 
across the country are still 
working to ensure all students, 
regardless of color, receive ac-
cess to experienced teachers, 
equitable classroom resources 
and quality education, Cum-
mings noted further.

For example, the NAACP 
has done a tremendous amount, 
across the country, to increase 
retention rates, ensure students 
have the resources they need, 
and prepare students for success 
after graduation—whether it be 
for college or a specific career 
path, Cummings said.

During his Nobel Peace 
Prize acceptance speech in 
Oslo, Norway, King said: “I 
have the audacity to believe 
that peoples everywhere can 
have three meals a day for their 
bodies, education and culture 
for their minds, and dignity, 
equality, and freedom for their 
spirits.”

The need for high quality 
education in the Black commu-
nity is universal and the route to 
get there may be different, but 
education does matter, Jackson 
said.

“Dr. King told me he read 
a fiction and a non-fiction 
book once a week. He was 
an avid reader and, in the 
spirit of Dr. King, today we 
fight for equal, high-quality 
education,” said Jackson. 
“We fight for skilled trade 
training, affordable college 
education and beyond.”

Martin Luther King jr_Selma March_ Dr. King, Jr., was a champion for equity in education. Civil 
Rights Movement co-founder Dr. Ralph David Abernathy and his wife Mrs. Juanita Abernathy (not 
pictured) follow with Dr. and Mrs. King, Jr., as the Abernathy children march on the front line, lead-
ing the Selma to Montgomery March in 1965. The children are (left-right): Donzaleigh Abernathy in 
striped sweater, Ralph David Abernathy III, and Juandalynn R. Abernathy in glasses. Name of the 
White Minister in the photo is unknown. (Abernathy Family Photos/Wikipedia Commons)

Emancipation 
Day, January 1, a 
proclamation that 
turned the tide 
against slavery
A time of great 
sacrifice, triumph

By Jesse Jackson Sr. 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

One hundred forty-five 
years ago on Jan. 1, 
Abraham Lincoln issued 

the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, helping to transform this 
country from a union of states 
into a nation, from a country 
stained by slavery into one 
moving at great cost closer to 
“liberty and justice for all.”

On Jan. 1, 1863, in the midst 
of the Civil War, Abraham Lin-
coln, the Republican president, 
issued the proclamation on his 
own authority as command-
er-in-chief “in time of actual 
armed rebellion” against the 
United States. The emanci-
pation was grounded on his 
wartime powers, as a “fit and 
necessary war measure for sup-
pressing said rebellion.”

The emancipation did not 
end slavery in the United States. 
It applied only to the states 
still in rebellion, exempting 
the slave owning border states 
such as Maryland, Missouri and 
Kentucky that still had slaves. 
Lincoln was desperate to keep 
the border states from joining 
the South. Some abolitionists 
ridiculed him for this. “Where 
he has no power, Mr. Lincoln 
will set the negroes free, where 
he retains power we will consid-
er them as slaves,” declared the 
London Times.

But the doubters did not 
understand the significance of 
the proclamation and its words. 
The president announced, “all 
persons held as slaves” in the 
states “in rebellion against the 
United States” are “forever 
free.” He called on the newly 
freed people to abstain from all 
violence and declared that they 
were eligible to be “received 
into the armed service of the 
United States.” The great ab-
olitionist Frederick Douglass 
hailed it immediately as “an 
act of immense historic conse-
quence.”

The proclamation, as James 
McPherson put it in “Battle 
Cry of Freedom,” “marked 
the transformation of a war 
to preserve the Union into a 
revolution to overthrow the 
old order.” This was extremely 
controversial, even in the North. 
There were violent protests in 
both the North and the South 
against the use of black troops. 
Black regiments were segregat-
ed, paid less than Whites and 
commanded by White officers.

Yet after years of battle, 
most Northerners would em-
brace anything that would help 
weaken the rebellion and hasten 
a victorious end to the war. De-
spite resistance, 179,000 black 
soldiers and nearly 10,000 
black sailors bolstered Union 
forces through the end of the 

war. Victory, all now under-
stood, would mean the abolition 
of slavery. The Emancipation 
Proclamation was hailed in 
England, ending all talk of rec-
ognizing (and aiding) the South.

The proclamation, a wartime 
act of necessity, turned the tide 
on slavery. It led directly to the 
13th Amendment to the Consti-
tution that outlawed slavery, the 
14th Amendment that guaran-
tees equal protection under the 
law, the 15th Amendment that 
prohibits states from denying 
the right to vote on the basis of 
race or color. The war — Amer-
ica’s bloodiest conflict — con-
tinued to take its deadly toll for 
over two more years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation. In 
his second inaugural address, 
Lincoln described the “terrible 
war” as “the woe due to those” 
in both North and South for the 
“offence” of American slavery.

He called for “malice toward 
none” and “charity for all,” 
that we “bind up the nation’s 
wounds” to create a just and 
lasting peace. Forty-one days 
later he was assassinated. Re-
construction soon was reversed 
into segregation, enforced by 
Klan terrorism. It would take 
another century and a civil 
rights movement to fulfill the 
promise implicit in Lincoln’s 
proclamation. Few Americans 
take the time to read the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, yet it is 
as central to the foundation of 
modern America as the Con-
stitution or the Declaration of 
Independence. The night before 
it was issued, there were vigils 
and church gatherings of people 
in anticipation.

This year, dozens of min-
isters have agreed to hold ses-
sions to read and discuss the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
This country paid a terrible 
price to remove the scourge 
of slavery and become one 
nation. At a time when some 
would drive us apart, it is worth 
remembering the sacrifice and 
the triumph. 
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4 Chief Justice Roberts 
calls for review of 
courts handling of 
sexual harassment

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

U.S. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice John Roberts in 
an annual report, called 

for an aggressive evaluation of 
how judicial branch handles al-
legations of sexual harassment.

In the report, “The State of 
the Judiciary,” Justice Roberts 
said that recent events “have 
illuminated the depth of the 
problem of sexual harassment 
in the workplace” and made 
clear that the “judicial branch 
is not immune”

The Chief Justice comment 
comes in the wake of published 
reports of Judge Alex Kozinski 
of San Francisco U.S. Court of 
Appeals that he would retire 
this month.

Judge Kozinski provided no 
reason for his retirement, but 
the Washington Post detailed 
accusations of sexual miscon-
duct from several former clerks 
and former junior staffer.

According to the Washing-
ton Post, one former staffer 
in particular, said the judge 
made her look at pornographic 
images and asked whether they 
sexually aroused her.

Judge Kozinski did not deny 
the allegation, but apologized 
for his action in a written state-
ment released by his attorney. 
He defended his action, saying 
“it was a broad sense of humor.”

“I have always had a broad 
sense of humor and a candid 
way of speaking to both male 

and female law clerks,”Judge 
Kolinsky wrote

“In doing so, I may not 
have been mindful enough 
of the special challenges and 
pressures that women face in 
the workplace. It grieves me to 
learn that I caused any of my 
clerks to feel uncomfortable; 
this was never my intent,” he 
added.

Chief Just ice Rober ts, 
who also heads the Judiciary 
Conference, the national poli-
cy-making body of the federal 
courts, said he was asked by the 
director of the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. Courts to 
assemble a working group to 
examine whether changes are 
needed in the judiciary’s “stan-
dards of conduct,”

Senator Doug Jones hires 
Black Chief of Staff

By Frederick H. Lowe

U.S. Senator-elect Doug 
Jones of Alabama this 
week hired Dana Gresh-

am, an African-American 
Washington, D.C. insider, as 
his chief of staff.

Jones, who was set to be 
sworn in Wednesday, Jan. 3, 
will be the only Democratic 
U.S. Senator with a black chief 
of staff although two Republi-
can U.S. Senators —- Tim Scott 
of South Carolina, and Jerry 
Moran of Kansas —- have hired 
black chiefs of staff.

The Joint Center for Political 
and Economic Studies, a Wash-
ington, D. C. -based think tank 
for Black elected officials pushed 
Jones to hire a diverse top staff 
because so few African Ameri-
cans hold those positions. Jones 
announced Gresham’s hiring af-
ter the Joint Center for Political 
and Economic Studies and other 
groups signed a letter written by 
16 other organizations, urging 
Jones to hire a diverse staff in-
cluding a diverse top staff. The 
Joint Center lobbied Jones to 
hire a diverse staff because a high 
black voter turnout in Alabama, 
a conservative Red state, helped 
elect  him, a Democrat, to office 
by defeating conservative Repub-
lican candidate Roy Moore in a 
special election.

African Americans account 
for just 1 percent of top Dem-
ocratic U.S. Senate staff in 
Washington, D.C. and just 2 
percent of top Republican U.S. 
Senate staff.

In addition, top Senate staff-
ers manage the Senate’s legisla-
tive agenda and shape the $3.9 
trillion U.S. federal budget. 

They also oversee the Senate 
confirmation process for federal 
judges, cabinet secretaries and 
U.S. ambassadors.

Gresham, a Birmingham, 
Alabama, native has held lead-
ership roles in presidential 
administrations and for mem-
bers of Congress. He led the 
Legislative Affairs Office at the 
Department of Transportation 
during the eight years of Pres-
ident Obama’s administration 
and he has worked on Capitol 
Hill 14 years. In 1994, he was 
awarded a Bachelor’s Degree 
in International Politics from 
Georgetown University.

The Alabama Secretary of 
State recently certified Jones 
as the election’s winner after 
Moore refused to concede.

Jones also announced three 
other senior staff hires. They 
are Mark Libell as legislative 
director, Ann Berry, a black 
woman, as transition advisor, 
and Katie Campbell as deputy 

legislative director. All three are 
Alabama natives and who have 
considerable experience.

Libell, formerly an assistant 
congressional liaison for the 
Federal Reserve Board, who 
also worked for Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow (Democrat of Mich-
igan.) and former Sen. Jay 
Rockefeller (Democrat of West 
Virginia), will be legislative 
director.

Ann Berry, a deputy chief 
of staff to Sen. Patrick Leahy 
(Democrat of Vermont), is tran-
sition advisor. Katie Campbell, 
another veteran congressional 
aide, who served as an adviser 
to Sen. Joe Donnelly (Demo-
crat of Indiana.) and as policy 
director for the Blue Dog Coa-
lition, will be deputy legislative 
director.

Jones said in a statement, 
“Today I’m proud to announce 
that we have recruited four 
outstanding individuals to join 
our team.” 

Subscribe to the New York Beacon,  
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ONE DAY SALE
SHOP 10AM-10PM FRI & SAT, JAN. 12 & 13  

Hours may vary by store. See macys.com & click on stores for local information.

FREE SHIPPING
ONLINE WITH $25 PURCHASE

Valid 1/12-1/13/18. Exclusions apply; see macys.com/freereturns

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 1/12-1/13/2018, EXCEPT AS NOTED.

EXCLUDES ALL:  Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, cosmetics/
fragrances, designer handbags, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, select licensed depts., 
previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Anova, 
Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Briggs & Riley, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Demeyere, Destination Maternity, Dyson, Eileen 
Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Global Cutlery, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Judith Leiber, Karastan, kate spade new york, Kenneth Cole kids’ shoes, Kiehl’s, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, 
Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, Original Penguin, Panache, 
Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, S’well, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Uttermost, Vans, 
Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined 
with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE  
Limit one per customer. Valid 1/12 & 1/13/18 till 2pm. 
In store only. Exclusions apply; see below.

$10OFF
TILL 2PM

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE  
Limit one per customer. Valid 1/12 & 1/13/18 till 2pm. 
In store only. Exclusions apply; see below.

$20OFF
TILL 2PM

WANT BETTER REWARDS?
WANT FREE SHIPPING?
WANT MORE SAVINGS?

Macy’s Cardholders can discover their 
status and the benefits they’re eligible 
for by speaking with a store associate 

or visiting macys.com/starrewards.

MEET THE NEW

N7120005D.indd   1 1/2/18   3:47 PM
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Continued on page 9 Continued on page 9

Editorial

2018 marks 50th anniversary of a momentous year in civil rights

By Marc H. Morial 
(TriceEdneyWire.com

“It is not an overstatement to 
say that the destiny of the 
entire human race depends 

on what is going on in America 
today. This is a staggering reality 
to the rest of the world; they must 
feel like passengers in a super-
sonic jetliner who are forced to 
watch helplessly while a passel 
of drunks, hypes, freaks, and 
madmen fight for the controls 
and the pilot's seat.” – Eldridge 

Cleaver, Soul on Ice, 1968”
As we embark upon the new 

year of 2018, we step into the 
50th anniversary of a year that 
shook the world, in particular 
the world of civil rights in the 
United States.

Perhaps the most momen-
tous of these events are the 
assassinations of Martín Luther 
King, Jr., and Robert Kennedy. 
Both of these tragic deaths 
hold personal significance for 
my family. My parents, civil 
rights activists, were personally 
acquainted with the Rev. King. 
My mother, Sybil Morial, and 
King were students together at 
Boston University while she 
pursued her Masters Degree 
in education and he his PhD 
in theology. In her memoir, 
Witness to Change, she writes 
of the moment on April 4 when 
she learned of his death:

I could hardly grasp the 
words: Martin Luther King has 

been shot to death in Memphis. 
Dutch was in the study. I called 
to him, and he came and stood 
by me. “Martin has been killed.” 
I could hardly say the words; 
I could hardly believe it. Not 
Martin. Dutch and I watched 
the gruesome footage in silence.

She recalled the words of his 
final speech, “I’ve seen the Prom-
ised Land. I may not get there 
with you. But I want you to know 
tonight, that we, as a people, will 
get to the Promised Land.”

He knew it, but we didn’t. 
And we didn’t understand his 
death. I was inconsolable ... I 
said to Dutch, “Now that Martin 
is gone, what will become of 
the movement?” “It will go on. 
It must.”

My late father-in-law, Ross 
Miller, was a trauma surgeon 
and Kennedy campaigner who 
was present at the Ambassador 
Hotel in Los Angeles on June 
5. When the shots rang out, he 

bravely stepped forward and 
tried to save the lives of Kennedy 
and others who were wounded.

These deaths are but two of 
the civil rights milestones of 
that historic year half a century 
ago.

On February 8, the Orange-
burg Massacre took place in 
South Carolina. Highway Patrol 
officers opened fire on a crowd 
of 200 student gathered on 
the campus of South Carolina 
State University to demonstrate 
against the continued segrega-
tion at the bowling alley. Three 
young men were killed and 27 
other protesters were injured.

On April 11, amid con-
tinuing unrest triggered by 
King’s murder, President Lyn-
don Johnson signed one of the 
most significant laws of the 
era–the Civil Rights Act Of 
1968, more commonly known 
as the Fair Housing Act.  The 
Act prohibited not only racial 

and religious discrimination in 
the sale or rental of a home, but 
also racially-motivated threats, 
intimidation or retaliation in 
relation to housing.

In a move often cited as 
inspiration by current-day ac-
tivists, on October 2 Black 
Olympians Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos African-Ameri-
can athletes raised their arms 
in a black power salute after 
winning the gold and bronze 
medals in the men's 200 meters.

November 22 saw the first 
interracial kiss ever to air on 
television in the United States, 
between the characters Captain 
James Kirk and Lieutenant 
Nyota Uhura, on the program 
Star Trek.

In the coming year, we will 
observe many of these anniver-
saries in-depth. We begin the 
year reflection on a half-century 
of civil right progress, and the 
progress that lies ahead.

Fifty Years Ago

By Julianne Malveaux 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., born on January 15, 
1929, turned 39 years old 

fifty years ago.  Assassinated on 
April 4, 1968, he didn’t make 
it to 40.  Yet in his scant 39 
years on the planet, he upended 
the ways we think about race, 
capitalism, poverty, power, and 
imperialism.  The powers that be 
–foundations, corporations, and 
the media–were okay with him 
when he talked about race and 
discrimination.  They were much 
less happy when he rattled their 
cages, talking about capitalism 
and imperialism. 

  When he began to speak out 
against the Vietnam War, King 
was pretty much told to stay in 
his lane.  When he didn’t, some 
of his support drifted away.  Yet 
he persisted.  He lifted his voice.  
He made a difference.  And he 
left a legacy that, fifty years later, 
we must reclaim.

  1968 was a fascinating year, 
perhaps one of the most import-
ant as a game-changer in our na-
tional consciousness.  King was 
assassinated, and so was Robert 
Kennedy, a man who embraced 
King’s message and who might 
have been an amazing President, 
had he been able to complete his 
campaign and win.   

  In 1968, despite Dr. King’s 
assassination, his colleagues 
executed the Poor People’s Cam-
paign.  It brought people from 
all over the country to the Wash-
ington Mall, people who were 

prepared to confront our govern-
ment about the way we treated 
poor people.  Some of those 
who were there spoke of the 
“absolute audacity” of the people 
who gathered, who believed they 
could make a difference. 

  Their audacity reflected the 
audacity of Dr. King the man 
who, in his Nobel Peace Prize 
acceptance speech in 1964, spoke 
of the “audacity to believe” that 
our society could be different, 
more accepting of the poor, and 
more committed to “three meals 
a day for our bodies, education 
and culture for our minds, peace 
and freedom for our spirit.”

  Fast forward.  Peace is elu-
sive.  We may well be looking at 
a nuclear war with North Korea.  
Two unstable individuals are 
playing the 11 year old game 
(with all due respect to 11 year 
olds) of mine is bigger than 
yours. 

  I think the whole world 
cringed when 45 continued to 
sell wolf tickets to North Kore-
an President Kim Jong-Un.  45 
keeps calling that clearly unsta-
ble leader out of his name, and 
engaging him in toxic insults.  
When crazy meets crazy, what 
does this mean for the rest of us?  
Fifty years ago, Dr. King would 
have made time for both, speak-

ing of peace.  Now, we have pugi-
lists in charge of diplomacy.  This 
is someplace past challenging – it 
is a prescription for disaster.

  Then we have the new tax 
bill that flies in the face of ev-
erything Dr. King stood for.  It 
will cut social programs, and 
filter more money to the wealthy.  
When Dr. King said he had the 
audacity to believe that people 
could have three meals a day, 
he supported the Food Stamps 
program that House Majority 
Leader Paul Ryan (R-WI) would 
like to reduce or eliminate. 

  More than that, when Dr. 
King talked about “education 
and culture” his comments are 
radically different from those 
of Education Secretary Betsey 
DeVoid (of good sense, but she 
goes by the name DeVos).  Her 
work in these short months has 
minimized opportunities and 
safety for students.

  This year there will be com-
memorations of the many things 
that happened fifty years ago.  
This year we will again mourn 
Dr. Martin Luther King and 
Senator Robert Kennedy.  This 
year we will remember the 1968 
Presidential campaign, the dra-
ma in Chicago, the Presidential 

Too much at stake to allow 
2016 Federal elections to stand

By Jerroll M. Sanders 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

We now know beyond 
all doubt that Russia 
meddled in the 2016 

U.S. elections to help Donald J. 
Trump and certain Republican 
congressional candidates win.

Although almost a year 
has passed since Trump and 
newly-elected congressional 
leaders took office, it’s still not 
too late for a revote. Redoing 
2016 federal elections is the 
only way to make things right 
for the American people.

There is nothing unique 
about my call for a revote of the 
2016 primary and general elec-
tions. It is customary for contest 
winners such as athletes who 
are victorious due to fraud or 
doping to relinquish their title 
and metals. Why shouldn’t we 
expect the same of politicians?

If the U.S. Supreme Court 
were to declare the 2016 fed-
eral elections unconstitutional, 
President Trump and newly 
elected congressional leaders 
would be forced to vacate their 
office. The ruling would also 
lead to an undoing of all fed-
eral laws, policies and judicial 
appointments accomplished 
during theTrump Administra-
tion.

Some view the call for a 
revote as wishful thinking. Oth-
ers have taken a wait-and-see 
position, hoping that President 

Trump will be impeached and 
removed or will succumb to 
defeat in 2020—as might be 
suggested by recent democrat-
ic victories in Virginia and 
Alabama. But the Revote Co-
alition’s goal is not to remove 
President Trump from office 
but to ensure that the American 
people, not a foreign enemy, 
determine who our elected 
officials are.

Congressional and pres-
idential actions undertaken 
during the Trump administra-
tion will change this nation for 
generations to come. Citizens, 
particularly minorities, will 
continue to rely heavily upon 
the federal judiciary to enforce 
laws and rights. Getting federal 
judges to rule favorably on dis-
crimination claims and social 
injustices has been difficult in 
the past. But securing fair and 
balanced rulings in the future 
may prove far more difficult in 
federal courts stacked by Trump 
with judges who stand ready 
to rollback social and racial 
advancements and short-circuit 
policing and other protective 
reforms.

The Revote Coalition’s quest 
for a revote began days fol-
lowing the 2016 Presidential 
Election when I published a 
YouTube video calling for a 
new election and shared my first 
revote legal brief with  2016 
Virginia Congressional Can-
didate Shaun Brown. Brown 
circulated the brief to various 
political camps. Soon, others 
joined our nationwide effort 
to find an attorney who would 
usher a constitutionally sound 
revote case to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Unable to find an attor-
ney, I—a non-lawyer—put pen 
to paper and drafted a legal 
brief based upon my newly 

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy, left, and Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr., right, are taken by a policeman as they led a line of demon-
strators into the business section of Birmingham, Alabama, on 
April 12, 1963. The Associated Press
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South Carolina 
lawmakers push for 
confederate war symbols

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

A pair of state lawmakers 
in South Carolina are 
pushing for war statues 

and memorials, especially ones 
that honor Black Confederate 
soldiers in the state, despite the 
fact historians have said there 
are none to be found.

The two Black lawmakers 
who are spearheading the drive 
are Reps. Bill Chumley and 
Mike Burns, both members of 
Donald J. Trump’s Republican 
Party. The lawmakers have 
already introduced a bill that 
would form a commission to 
create memorials to Black Con-
federate troops.

“This monument can help 
educate current and future 
generations of a little-known 
-but important part of South 
Carolina history,” said Burns.

“These African-Americans, 
like many of their Caucasian 
contemporaries, stepped up to 
defend their home state during a 
tumultuous time in our history. 
Their service has largely been 
overlooked or forgotten,” he 
added.

But Walter Edgar, consid-
ered to be the premier historian 
on all things South Carolina, 
said there’s no evidence there 
were ever any Black soldiers 
that fought under the Confed-
erate banner.

“In all my years of research, 
I can say I have seen no docu-
mentation of Black South Car-
olina soldiers fighting for the 
Confederacy,” said Edgar. “In 
fact, when secession came, the 
state turned down free Blacks 
who wanted to volunteer be-
cause they didn’t want armed 
persons of color,” he added.

There were Blacks in the 
Confederate army, but they 
were either slaves of free blacks 
forced to work without pay as 
cooks or servants, according to 
Edgar, a professor emeritus at 
the University of South Caroli-
na and author.

The current drive by many 
communities across the South 
to remove Confederate ico-
nography from public prop-
erty flared up after the 2015 
rampage killings of nine Black 
churchgoers in Charleston, 
South Carolina by a self-de-
scribed white supremacist.

After those killings South 
Carolina lawmakers voted 
to remove the Confederate 
f lag from the state capitol 
grounds.

The movement intensified 
last year after white suprem-
acists and neo-Nazis rallied 
in Chalottesville, Virginia, 
causing violent protest moves 
by the city to move symbols of 
its Confederate past, including 
a statue of Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee.

Trump decisions make him worse 
president for minorities in 50 years

By Lauren Victoria 
Burke (NNPA Newswire 

Contributor)

Donald Trump, a man best 
known as a “birther” 
with a reality TV show 

and a real estate empire, who 
claimed that Mexico was send-
ing drugs and rapists to the 
United States, was sworn in as 
president on January 20, 2017. 
What happened next was pre-
dictable and we should expect 
more of the same in 2018.

Here are seven decisions 
from the past year confirming 
that Trump has been the worst 
president for African Ameri-
cans, Hispanics and other mi-
norities over the last 50 years.

1. Trump picks Jeff Ses-
sions to succeed Loretta 
Lynch as Attorney General 
of the U.S. Trump went out of 
his way to make sure that his 
administration’s justice poli-
cy reflected 1940s America, 
when he selected Jefferson 
Beauregard Sessions III as his 
Attorney General.

According to a Huffington 
Post article published in January 
2017, Sessions not only support-
ed gutting the Voting Rights Act 
in 2013, he also has “a record 
of blocking Black judicial nomi-
nees.” Sessions, “unsuccessfully 
prosecuted Black civil rights ac-
tivists for voter fraud in 1985―
including a former aide to Martin 
Luther King, Jr.”

Since, Sessions has taken 
over at the Justice Department, 
he has recused himself from 
an investigation into Russian 
involvement in the 2016 pres-
idential election and ordered 
a review of Obama era police 
reforms.

This is one time where the 
selection of Rudy Giuliani 
for attorney general may have 
actually looked like a more 
moderate choice.

2.  Trump says  “there 
were very fine people on both 
sides” at the Charlottesville 
White nationalists rally, 
during a Trump Tower press 
conference. Never mind that 
one of the largest gatherings of 
racists in America since the end 
of the Civil Rights Movement 
occurred only eight months 
into Trump’s presidency. Put 
that aside. Trump’s “both sides” 
comments on who was to blame 
for the public street fight in the 
college town was all anyone 
needed to understand regarding 
the thinking of America’s 45th 
president on the issue of race.

“I am not putting anybody 
on a moral plane, what I’m say-
ing is this: you had a group on 
one side and a group on the oth-
er, and they came at each other 
with clubs and it was vicious 
and horrible and it was a horri-
ble thing to watch, but there is 
another side,” said Trump. “But 
you also had people that were 
very fine people on both sides.”

Trump also said, “I’ve con-
demned many different groups, 
but not all of those people were 
neo-Nazis, believe me. Not all 
of those people were white 
supremacists by any stretch. 
Those people were also there, 
because they wanted to protest 
the taking down of a statue 

Robert E. Lee.”
3. Trump calls for NFL 

owners to fire players over si-
lent protests. Trump said NFL 
owners should respond to the 
players by saying, “Get that son 
of a bitch off the field right now, 
he’s fired. He’s fired!” Just in 
case you missed it with his 
comments on Charlottesville, 
Trump was back again to spoil 
the start of the NFL season by 
commenting on players who 
dared to silently protest racial 
injustice by kneeling during the 
national anthem. Trump called 
kneeling during the anthem, 
“a total disrespect of our her-
itage,” and a “total disrespect 
for everything we stand for.” 
The result was more protests by 
NFL players who then locked 
arms on sidelines across the 
U.S. with many White players 
and coaches participating.

Even Rush Limbaugh found 
himself having issues with 
Trump on this one. “There’s a 
part of this story that’s starting 
to make me nervous, and it’s 
this: I am very uncomfort-
able with the President of the 
United States being able to 
dictate the behavior and power 
of anybody,” said Limbaugh. 
“That’s not where this should 
be coming from.”

4. Trump uses an executive 
order to block travel of refu-
gees from majority-Muslim 
countries to the U.S. When 
you have former staffers for Jeff 
Sessions writing executive or-
ders on immigration policy, you 
can expect what happened at the 
Trump White House on January 
27, 2017. With absolutely no 
warning, on the seventh day of 
his presidency, Trump signed 
an immigration and travel ex-
ecutive order. This order had 
Steven Miller’s fingerprints 
all over it, After a few days of 
chaos and protests at airports 
across the nation, federal judges 
to applied an initial smackdown 
blocking the order. But Trump’s 
DOJ revised the order to pass 
some of those legal tests.

5. Trump launches sham 
voting commission to inves-
tigate “voter fraud.” Since 
many voting rights advocates 
agree that Republican-con-
trolled state legislatures cook 
up the most egregious voting 
laws, it should have been sur-
prising to no one that former 
Kansas Attorney General, Kris 
Kobach, would be a fixture 
of the Trump Administration. 
Kobach is the Vice Chairman 
and “driving force” behind 
Trump’s Presidential Advisory 

Commission on Election Integ-
rity. Since, he’s spent so much 
time rooting out voter fraud that 
is all but non-existent, Kobach 
was perfect for the job.

According to the Brennan 
Center, Kobach was the “driv-
ing force behind a Kansas 
law that included both a strict 
photo ID requirement to vote 
and proof of citizenship to 
register—which has blocked 
thousands of eligible citizens 
from the polls” and “has re-
peatedly made extravagant 
claims of in-person voter fraud 
or noncitizen voting with little 
or no evidence.”

After Trump kept repeating 
the falsehood that millions of 
fraudulent votes were cast in 
2016, everyone knew this was 
coming. Hillary Clinton won 3 
million more votes than Trump 
so a “voting integrity” commis-
sion was a given.

6. Trump pardons Arizona 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio. The Bull 
Connor of his era, Arpaio was 
Sheriff of Maricopa County, 
Ariz., for 24 years. According 
to one DOJ expert, Arpaio over-
saw “the worst pattern of racial 
profiling by a law enforcement 
agency in U.S. history.” Trump 
was perfectly consistent in his 
anti-immigrant rhetoric of 2016 
in pardoning Arpaio on August 
25, 2017 from a conviction for 
criminal contempt of court. 
Trump just couldn’t resist an-
other opportunity to give a wink 
of approval to the right-wing.

7. Trump nominates Neil 
Gorsuch to serve on the Su-
preme Court of the United 
States. Instead of nominating 
a Black woman to replace 
Associate Justice Antonin Sca-
lia, President Obama picked 
someone whose nomination no 
one cared about or would rally 
around (the instantly unexciting 
Merrick Garland). With that, 
the deal was done. The selec-
tion of Garland easily allowed 
the Republican-controlled Sen-
ate to ignore Obama’s pick and 
run out the clock out, opening 
the door for Trump to select 
Neil Gorsuch, who has “voted 
100 percent of the time with 
the court’s most conservative 
member, Clarence Thomas, 
according to SCOTUSblog,” 
NPR reported.

Lauren Victoria Burke is 
an independent journalist, po-
litical analyst and contributor 
to the NNPA Newswire and 
BlackPressUSA.com. She can 
be contacted at LBurke007@
gmail.com and on Twitter at @
LVBurke.

Yale psychiatrist: 
(Trump is) ‘going to 
unravel.’

By J. Zamgba Browne  
Chief Correspondent

A group of congressional 
lawmakers met recently 
on Capitol Hill with a 

prominent psychiatric expert 
who briefed them on President 
Donald Trump’s mental state.

Dr. Bandy X. Lee reportedly 
met two days behind closed 
doors with the lawmakers and 
warned that the President is 
“going to unravel.” All the 
lawmakers who were with the 
psychiatric expert were Demo-
crats, with the exception of one 
Republican.

“We feel that the rush of 
tweeting is an indication of his 
falling apart under stress. We 
feel President Trump is going 
to get worse and will become 
uncontainable with the pres-
sures of the presidency,” Dr. 
told reporters.

She titled her report, “The 
Dangerous Cause of Donald 
Trump” which is a collection 
released three months ago of 
testimonials from more than 
two dozen psychiatric experts 
assessing Trump’s mental state.

The White House has vehe-
mently denounced the report 
and brushed aside questions 

about the President’s mental fit-
ness to be commander-in-chief.

When questioned recently 
about Trump’s mental health, 
and if Americans should be 
concerned, especially after he 
tweeted that he has a nuclear 
button that is much bigger 
and more powerful than North 
Korean leader Kim Jong UN’s

The White House chief 
spokeswoman, Sarah Sanders 
responded as follows: “There 
should be concern about Kim’s 
mental fitness not President 
Trump,” she declared

During President Trump’s first year in office, he let minorities 
know exactly how he feels about them. (Wikipedia Commons)
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8 Richelieu Dennis purchases Essence Communications
By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA 

Newswire Contributor)

In a deal that re-establish-
es Essence magazine as 
a totally, Black and inde-

pendently-owned entity, Sun-
dial Brands founder Richelieu 
Dennis recently announced the 
purchase of Essence Communi-
cations from Time Inc.

The Essence Communica-
tions deal also comes a week 
after Dennis was knighted in 
his native Liberia by President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who ad-
mitted him into the Most Ven-
erable Order of the Knighthood 
of the Pioneer with the Grade 
of Knight Commander.

Sirleaf reportedly described 
Dennis as an “Awesome Hero.”

“Talk about surreal,” Dennis 
said in an interview with NNPA 
Newswire. “I can’t even bring 
myself to say [knighthood]. It’s 
been a phenomenal week.”

Dennis said that the pur-
chase of Essence Communica-
tions comes with a deep-seated 
passion and commitment to 
making sure that, “we are doing 
everything we can to leverage 
the power of the business to 
impact our community in a 
positive way and to demonstrate 

that we can run highly-profit-
able organizations.”

Dennis continued: “We can 
also leverage the impact and the 
resources that those businesses 
generate to drive economic em-
powerment and social justice in 
our communities for ourselves 
and by ourselves.”

Dorothy Leavell, the chair-
man of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) 
and the publisher of the Crusad-
er Newspaper Group, said that 
it was good news to hear that 
ownership of Essence maga-
zine has returned to the Black 
community.

“I hope it’s a trend,” said 
Leavell. “We do need strong 
Black ownership in our in-
dustry, even as I’m expecting 
that our Black newspapers will 
prosper in 2018.”

Leavell also said that she 
hopes that Black entrepreneurs 
will see the work and products 
of the Black Press and “seek to 
restore some light.”

Leavell added: “We need 
more and more publications 
that depict us in a positive way 
and that’s certainly what ‘Es-
sence’ has done in the past and 
I hope they will continue.”

While financial terms of 

the Essence Communications 
purchase weren’t disclosed, 
Dennis said he’s not only retain-
ing Essence President Michelle 
Ebanks, who will continue to 
run the company, but Ebanks 
will also join the organization’s 
board of directors and lead an 
all-Black executive team at 
Essence, who will have equity 
stakes in the business.

“I’m overwhelmed with 
gratitude,” Ebanks told the 
NNPA Newswire. “The ‘Es-
sence’ brand…has always had 
a special place in the hearts 

and minds of Black women and 
entrepreneurs and leaders like 
[Dennis] recognized ‘Essence’ 
and its importance and wants 
to restore it. This has allowed 
a dream to come true and we 
couldn’t be happier.”

Ebanks said that it was an 
extraordinary and special priv-
ilege to be part of an organiza-
tion that would be responsible 
for elevating Black women in 
the industry.

Dennis said the deal to pur-
chase Essence came together 
rather quickly after reading an 

article in the Wall Street Journal 
about Time Inc.’s intention to 
sell the company.

“The stars aligned. We start-
ed to think about the implica-
tions of what this would mean 
if ‘Essence’ were truly bought 
back into the community and 
the impact it could have on the 
audience and on the industry to 
be able to create our content and 
to monetize our own content,” 
said Dennis. “There was never 
a waiver in the commitment on 
what ‘Essence’ means to our 
community.”

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., 
the president and CEO of the 
NNPA, congratulated Richelieu 
Dennis for purchasing Essence 
magazine and for returning 
this iconic publication to 100 
percent Black ownership.

“This is a very timely and 
an important milestone for the 
Black Press in America and 
throughout the world,” said 
Chavis. “Essence magazine, 
under the able leadership of 
Michelle Ebanks, is a valued 
treasure of Black America and 
the NNPA acknowledges, with 
supportive gratitude, Riche-
lieu Dennis for this significant 
Black-owned business trans-
action.”

Richelieu Dennis purchases Essence Communications from Time 
Inc., returning the iconic Essence magazine to 100 percent Black 
ownership. (Essence)
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International
Ghanaian women up 
against US owned gold mine 
that destroyed their farms

(GIN) –

On the website of the Col-
orado-based Newmont 
mine, the top page reads 

in bold letters: “Culture of Zero 
Harm.”

  This might come as a sur-
prise to the Ghanaian women of 
Dormaa-Kantinka whose farms 
have been threatened and/or 
seized by the company many 
thousands of miles away.

  Yaa Konadu, a 74 year old 
grandmother, was given the bad 
news from one of her workers. 
“Newmont has destroyed the 
farm,” she was told. Many of 
her cocoa trees were ruined. A 
red notice with a case number 
was the only sign of the culprit 
of this devastation.

  In a heart-rending report 
by U.S.-based environmental-
ists in the latest Sierra Club 
magazine titled “Fools Gold”, 
the story of women in the 
central Brong-Ahafo region 
of Ghana, fighting to keep 
their family farms against the 
efforts of the second largest 
gold mining company to take 
them, unfolds.

  Newmont reportedly of-
fered Yaa Konadu 1,500 Gha-
naian cedis, or $343, for her 
eight acres of farmland that 
had supported her family for 
generations – land she’d in-
herited from her grandmother 
– and about $50 for the small 
farmhouse. There was no direct 
negotiation, she told Sierra 
Club, and she accepted the 
sum feeling she had no choice 
but she refused the $50 for her 
home as woefully inadequate.

  The U.S. company faces 
opposition from local Gha-

naians. According to Ghana’s 
“The Chronicle” of Aug. 3, 
“irate youth” living within the 
Newmont Ghana Gold Ahafo 
Mine Area staged a massive 
demonstration against the com-
pany for failing to hire local 
workers in the better-paying 
jobs while employing staff from 
outside the area. Further, they 
told reporter Michael Boateng, 
the company failed to honor 
training programs for the locals 
and neglected locally-owned 
companies for awards of con-
tracts.

  Newmont claims it has paid 
$36 million and $42 million as 
royalties as taxes respectively, 
with $363 million spent in the 
Ghanaian economy.

  Mine manager Derek 
Boateng defended the com-
pany but acknowledged that 
employment expectations and 
resettlement challenges re-
mained huge problems. Also, 
illegal mining by small-scale 
miners known as “galamsey” 

was a “great menace” which 
government, stakeholders and 
other relevant institutions had 
to to stamp out, he said.

  Meanwhile, chemicals 
used in gold mining have killed 
fish near the Newmont Pro-
cessing facility. Residents and 
activists with the Wassa Associ-
ation of Communities Affected 
by Mining blame a cyanide 
spill. Also, despite claims by 
the company of investment in 
women’s initiatives, the rates 
of unwanted pregnancies have 
increased and schoolgirls point 
the finger at Newmont workers, 
nurse Regina Dufie told the 
Sierra reporter.

  Praises for Newmont are 
frequent from government of-
ficials who in 2016 named it 
mining company of the year. 
A video of Newmont’s early 
days in Ghanas and the local 
opposition can be seen on 
YouTube under “The Case of 
the Newmont Ahafo Goldmine 
in Ghana. “  

Pregnant schoolgirls arrested in Tanzania in harsh anti-sex campaign
(GIN)

Tanzanian authorit ies 
arrested five pregnant 
schoolgirls together with 

their parents and then released 
them on bail as part of a crack-
down to end teenage pregnan-
cies in the region.

  Authorities are reportedly 
looking for the men who im-
pregnated the girls. Records 
indicate that over 50 girls have 
become pregnant over the last 
24 months.

  The policy of punishment 
endorsed by President John 
Magufuli was widely criticized 
by activists after he told a rally: 
“As long as I am president … 
no pregnant student will be 
allowed to return to school … 
After getting pregnant, you are 
done.”

  A law dating back to the 

1960s allows all state schools 
in Tanzania to ban young moth-
ers from attending. Over the 
past decade more than 55,000 
Tanzanian pregnant schoolgirls 
have been expelled from school, 
according to a 2013 report by 
the Center for Reproductive 
Rights.

  Dinah Musindarwezo, ex-
ecutive director of the African 
Women’s Development and 
Communications Network, 
Femnet, was particularly crit-
ical of the government’s harsh 
stance towards the girls who get 
pregnant.

  “(President) Magufu-
li’s remarks could push girls 
into child labor and reinforce 
gender stereotypes leading to 
gender-segregated jobs,” she 
wrote in an opinion piece in 
The East African. “This goes 
against the African Union’s 

efforts to increase the number 
of girls in science, technology, 
engineering and mathemat-
ics.”

  “When he took up the pres-
idency, Magufuli was adamant 

about fighting corruption to 
ensure equitable development. 
That was before his homopho-
bic and sexist remarks started. 
What he should know is that it’s 
impossible to achieve develop-

ment without achieving gender 
equality as various studies have 
shown.”

  A recent Human Rights 
Watch report revealed that 
Tanzania and Sierra Leone were 
the worst offenders in the area 
of denying teenage mothers 
an education. It said that over 
8,000 Tanzanian girls drop out 
of school every year due to 
pregnancy.

  More Tanzanians oppose 
the President on this issue, 
according to a recent survey. 
According to "Reality check: 
Citizens views on education", 
by the group Sauti za Wana-
nchi, 62 per cent of citizens 
polled prefer that girls be al-
lowed to resume school after 
giving birth.

  Only 21 per cent want girls 
to be expelled and not allowed 
back.   

Yaa Konadu

devised legal argument, which 
asserts:

The United States has many 
territories, including a cyber 
territory.

Article IV, Section 4 of the 
U.S. Constitution says: “The 
United States shall guarantee 
to every state in this union a 
republican form of government, 
and shall protect each of them 
against invasion.  . . “

The U.S. Government failed 
to protect each state’s cyber ter-
ritory against invasion in 2016.

Because of Russia’s inva-
sion, states do not know the 
source of winning votes, and 
consequently, do not know if 
they seated the right party’s 
electors to cast electoral votes.

Members of the former 
congress violated their oath 
of office when they swore into 
office candidates who were 
helped by Russia.

I provided my legal brief to 
three groups of citizens who 
filed the revote brief in three 

different federal courts. I was 
a named petitioner on the Col-
orado case. The Massachusetts 
Appeals Court quickly rendered 
a decision that labeled the case 
“novel,” since no one had ever 
made the argument before. I 
then drafted an appeals brief to 
advance the revote case to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

While the Supreme Court 
opted to not review our citizen 
case, members of the Revote 
Coalition are convinced the Su-
preme Court will entertain the 
revote case if it is filed by a State 
Attorney General (AG), since 
our legal argument hinges on the 
federal government’s obligation 
to protect states from invasion. 
In the end, the actions of the 
American public will determine 
whether we get a revote. Make 
noise in the streets. Call, visit 
and email AGs listed at www.re-
vote.info; insist the AGs work to 
have the 2016 federal elections 
declared null and void.

Jerroll M. Sanders is an entre-
preneur and executive and origina-
tor of the Revote Project. For more 
information: www.Revote.info

Too much at stake to allow 
2016 Federal elections to stand

From page 6

candidacy of the racist George 
Wallace, the rising fists of Black 
athletes at the Olympics, and the 
peak in Vietnam deaths.  We in 
the civil rights community will 
think of Dr. King, but 1968 was 
one of those years, fifty years 
ago, when lives were upend-
ed, conventional wisdom was 
challenged, and audacity was 
celebrated.  Yes, 1968 was an 
audacious year; more audacious 
than many we have seen since.

  Fifty years ago, we lost a 
King and gained audacity.  We 

turned it up and turned it out in 
cities around the country.  We 
confronted government with the 
Poor People’s Campaign.  Now 
what? 

  Rev. William Barber, author 
of the Third Reconstruction, and 
President of the moral move-
ment, Repairers of the Breach, 
carries on the legacy.  So does 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, leader of 
Rainbow PUSH and a close as-
sociate of Dr. King’s.  There are 
others who have audacity, but 
they can’t do it alone, any more 
than our leaders did fifty year 
ago.  Where do you stand?

Fifty Years Ago
From page 6
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Blacks slay at 75th Annual Golden Globes
GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS

Ava DuVernay Mary J. Blige Daniel Kaluuya Naomi Campbell Susan Kelechi Watson

Tanika Ray

Viola Davis Dwayne Johnson Samira Wiley Tracee Ellis Ross Laurence Fishbourne Gayle King

Octavia Spencer Zoe Kravitz Zuri Hall Caleb McLaughlin
Viola Davis, Ju-
lius Tennon

Denzel & Pauletta 
Washington

Alvina Stewart, Antho-
ny Anderson

Sterling K. Brown, 
Michelle Bathe

Aziz Ansari Halle Berry Issa Rae Common Kerry Washington Lena Waite

Mariah Carey

By Audrey J. Bernard

(See Pages 11 and 13 for ad-
ditional coverage)  (Photos by 
Getty Images)

Oprah Winfrey
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Wednesday’s Woman
Oprah Winfrey smolders at 75th Annual Golden Globe Awards

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Women’s Editor

All eyes were on a smol-
dering Oprah Winfrey 
in a floor length Versace 

gown at the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association (HFPA) 75th 
Annual Golden Globe Awards 
star-studded event brilliantly 
hosted by Seth Meyers, which 
aired on NBC live from The 
Beverly Hilton in Los Angeles, 
CA on Sunday, January 7, 2018.  
The talk show titan was honored 
with the Cecil B. de Mille Award 
for her outstanding contributions 
to the world of entertainment 
making her the first Black wom-
an to receive this honor.  Winfrey 
was accompanied by her man 
Stedman Graham and BFF Gayle 
King who she referred to in her 
eloquent speech.

The evening’s theme was 
empowerment and gender and 
racial equality in the workforce 
and women wore black in soli-
darity for their cause. The stars 
also donned “Time’s Up” pins 
in support of the movement to 
combat sexual harassment and 
inequality. Powered by women, 
“Time’s Up” addresses the sys-
temic inequality and injustice 
in the workplace that have kept 
under respected groups from 
reaching their full potential. 
Many of the stars hosted activists 
of empowerment movements in-
cluding activists Rosa Clemente 
and Tarana Burke. Clemente is 
an organizer, political commen-
tator and independent journalist. 
Burke is the founder of the #Me-
Too movement and co-founder 
of Just Be You Inc.

In showing support of these 
causes HFPA stepped up its 
game and President Meher 
Tatna announced several cam-
paigns that the organization 
has established to empower 
women. As a result Simone 
Garcia Johnson, introduced by 
her proud father Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson, carried out her 
duties as the first-ever Golden 
Globe Ambassador.

Winfrey’s friend and “Wrin-
kle in Time” co-star, Reese 
Witherspoon, delivered a mov-
ing message of her own when 
she introduced Winfrey whose 
stunning speech garnered sever-
al standing ovations with some 
shouting “Oprah for President!”

Produced by dick clark pro-
ductions (dcp) in association 
with the HFPA, the Golden 
Globe Awards are viewed in 
more than 236 countries world-
wide and are one of the few 
awards ceremonies to include 
both motion picture and televi-
sion achievements. Executive 
producers of this year’s produc-
tion was Allen Shapiro, CEO 

of dick clark productions; Mike 
Mahan, President of dick clark 
productions; and Barry Adel-
man, Executive VP of Television 
at dick clark productions. (Photos 
by Getty Images) (See Page 21 
for additional HFPA coverage)

Below is a full transcript of 
Winfrey’s acceptance speech.

In 1964, I was a little girl 
sitting on the linoleum floor of 
my mother’s house in Milwaukee 
watching Anne Bancroft pres-
ent the Oscar for best actor at 
the 36th Academy Awards. She 
opened the envelope and said five 
words that literally made history: 
“The winner is Sidney Poitier.” 
Up to the stage came the most 
elegant man I had ever seen. I 
remember his tie was white, and 
of course his skin was black, 
and I had never seen a black 
man being celebrated like that. I 
tried many, many times to explain 
what a moment like that means to 
a little girl, a kid watching from 
the cheap seats as my mom came 
through the door bone tired from 
cleaning other people’s houses. 
But all I can do is quote and say 
that the explanation in Sidney’s 
performance in

“Lilies of the Field”:
“Amen, amen, amen, amen.”
In 1982, Sidney received the 

Cecil B. DeMille award right 
here at the Golden Globes and 
it is not lost on me that at this 
moment, there are some little 
girls watching as I become the 
first black woman to be given this 
same award. It is an honor — it is 
an honor and it is a privilege to 

share the evening with all of them 
and also with the incredible men 
and women who have inspired 
me, who challenged me, who 
sustained me and made my jour-
ney to this stage possible. Dennis 
Swanson who took a chance on 
me for “A.M. Chicago.” Quincy 
Jones who saw me on that show 
and said to Steven Spielberg, 
“Yes, she is Sophia in ‘The Color 
Purple.’” Gayle who has been 
the definition of what a friend is, 
and Stedman who has been my 
rock — just a few to name.

I want to thank the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association be-
cause we all know the press is 
under siege these days. We also 
know it’s the insatiable dedica-
tion to uncovering the absolute 
truth that keeps us from turning 
a blind eye to corruption and to 
injustice. To — to tyrants and vic-
tims, and secrets and lies. I want 
to say that I value the press more 
than ever before as we try to nav-
igate these complicated times, 
which brings me to this: what 
I know for sure is that speaking 
your truth is the most powerful 
tool we all have. And I’m espe-
cially proud and inspired by all 
the women who have felt strong 
enough and empowered enough 
to speak up and share their per-
sonal stories. Each of us in this 
room are celebrated because of 
the stories that we tell, and this 
year we became the story.

But it’s not just a story affect-
ing the entertainment industry. 
It’s one that transcends any cul-
ture, geography, race, religion, 
politics, or workplace. So I want 
tonight to express gratitude to all 
the women who have endured 
years of abuse and assault be-
cause they, like my mother, had 
children to feed and bills to pay 
and dreams to pursue. They’re 
the women whose names we’ll 
never know. They are domestic 
workers and farm workers. They 
are working in factories and they 
work in restaurants and they’re 
in academia, engineering, medi-
cine, and science. They’re part of 
the world of tech and politics and 
business. They’re our athletes 
in the Olympics and they’re our 
soldiers in the military.

And there’s someone else, Recy 
Taylor, a name I know and I think 
you should know, too. In 1944, 
Recy Taylor was a young wife 
and mother walking home from 
a church service she’d attended 
in Abbeville, Alabama, when she 
was abducted by six armed white 
men, raped, and left blindfolded 
by the side of the road coming 
home from church. They threat-
ened to kill her if she ever told 
anyone, but her story was report-
ed to the NAACP where a young 
worker by the name of Rosa Parks 

became the lead investigator on 
her case and together they sought 
justice. But justice wasn’t an op-
tion in the era of Jim Crow. The 
men who tried to destroy her were 
never persecuted. Recy Taylor 
died ten days ago, just shy of her 
98th birthday. She lived as we all 
have lived, too many years in a 
culture broken by brutally pow-
erful men. For too long, women 
have not been heard or believed 
if they dare speak the truth to the 
power of those men. But their time 
is up. Their time is up.

Their time is up. And I just 
hope — I just hope that Recy Tay-
lor died knowing that her truth, 
like the truth of so many other 
women who were tormented in 
those years, and even now tor-
mented, goes marching on. It was 
somewhere in Rosa Parks’ heart 
almost 11 years later, when she 
made the decision to stay seated 
on that bus in Montgomery, and 
it’s here with every woman who 
chooses to say, “Me too.” And 
every man — every man who 
chooses to listen.

In my career, what I’ve al-
ways tried my best to do, whether 
on television or through film, is 
to say something about how men 
and women really behave. To 
say how we experience shame, 
how we love and how we rage, 
how we fail, how we retreat, 
persevere and how we overcome. 
I’ve interviewed and portrayed 
people who’ve withstood some of 
the ugliest things life can throw 
at you, but the one quality all of 
them seem to share is an ability 
to maintain hope for a brighter 
morning, even during our dark-
est nights. So I want all the girls 
watching here, now, to know 
that a new day is on the horizon! 
And when that new day finally 
dawns, it will be because of a 
lot of magnificent women, many 
of whom are right here in this 
room tonight, and some pretty 
phenomenal men, fighting hard 
to make sure that they become 
the leaders who take us to the 
time when nobody ever has to 
say “Me too” again.

(See Pages 10 and 13 for 
additional coverage) (Photos by 
Getty Images)

The Golden Globes

Host Seth Meyers

Reese Witherspoon in the background after presenting award to Oprah Winfrey
Oprah Winfrey delivering a 
powerful speech

Oprah Winfrey, Stedman Graham

Oprah Winfrey poses with her 
award
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BEACON ON THE SCENE

MACY’S JOINS THE WORLD  

IN HONORING  
THE LIFE  
AND LEGACY OF
DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR.
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Wednesday’s Woman

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS

Gayle King, Oprah Winfrey, 
Ava DuVernay

Meher Tatna

Activist Rosa Clemente, Susan Sarandon, Michelle Williams and 
activist Tarana Burke

Gayle King, Oprah Winfrey, 
Stedman Graham

Talk Titan Oprah Winfrey remembers heroic rape victim

By Audrey J. Bernard

When Oprah Winfrey 
received the distin-
guished Cecil B. de 

Mille award at the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
75th Annual Golden Globe 
Awards ceremony on Sunday, 
January 7, 2018, she spoke 

about pay, race and sexual in-
equality. She also spoke about 
the importance of speaking up 
about rape, something she had 
first-hand knowledge about 
having been a victim at a very 
early age. In particular, she 
mentioned a young woman 
named Recy Taylor who was 
raped and did something un-
speakable back in her time. She 
reported it. Like the woman 
who investigated her case, Rose 
Parks, she too made history. 

She became a hero for women 
everywhere. (See Pages 10 and 

11 for additional coverage) 
(Photos by Getty Images)

About Recy Taylor
The woman called out by 
Oprah Winfrey was Recy Tay-
lor, a 24-year-old Black mother 
and sharecropper, who was 
gang raped by six white boys 
in 1944 Alabama.  Common 
in Jim Crow South, few wom-
en spoke up in fear for their 
lives.  Not Recy Taylor, who 
bravely identified her rapists.  
The NAACP sent its chief rape 
investigator Rosa Parks, who 
rallied support and triggered 
an unprecedented outcry for 
justice.  Now her story is told 
in a film by Nancy Buirski.  
Augusta Films presents, in 
co-production with by Trans-
form Films, Inc. in association 

with Artemis Rising and Mat-
ador Content, “The Rape of 
Recy Taylor,” dedicated to the 
countless women whose voices 
have not been heard.  This film 
exposes a legacy of physical 
abuse of Black women and 
reveals Rosa Parks’ intimate 
role in Recy Taylor’s story.  An 
attempted rape against Parks 
was but one inspiration for her 
ongoing fight for justice for 
countless women like Taylor. 
The 1955 bus boycott was an 
end result, not a beginning. 
More and more women are 
now speaking up after rape.  
The film tells the story of 
Black women who spoke up 
when danger was greatest; it 

was their noble efforts to take 
back their bodies that led to 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
and movements that followed.  
The 2017 Women’s March 
and the ongoing Black Lives 
Matter movement are linked 
to their courage.  From sexual 
aggression on ‘40s southern 
streets to today’s college cam-
puses and to the threatened 
right to choose, it is control of 
women’s bodies that powered 
the movement in Recy Taylor’s 
day and fuels our outrage today.   
For additional information visit 
Social Media: facebook.com/
TheRapeofRecyTaylor, twitter.
com/RecyTaylorFilm, insta-
gram.com/augustafilms

For more information con-
tact: April Tonsil / AprilTon-
sil@FalcoInk.com

The Rape of Recy Taylor
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14 IN THE COMMUNITY
“I was raised in Lumberton, North Carolina”

By Bro. Yusef Salaam 
Contributing Scribe

I was raised in apartheid 
Lumberton, North Caroli-
na, Robeson County. I was 

naive of Confederate statues 
and flags that championed the 
defenders of the Confederate 
States of America. They were 
present and still are, but I was 
busy being an adolescent, un-
concerned about such adult 
matters.

I suffered the injustices that 
they intended: a school with an 
inferior curriculum; movie the-
atres in which Coloreds had to 
sit in the balcony; it was illegal 
to dine in Belk’s–we could only 
order take-out.

Over decades, I’ve shredded 
the brain emptying caused by 
Euro-centric education. I’ve 
rapaciously studied IslamoAf-
ro-centric edification and have 
gained enlightening ideas that 
have freed me from the psy-
cho-spiritual damage of Cauca-
sian supremacy; consequently, 
I’ve developed abhorrence for 
the Confederate flag, statues, 
and all such symbols that glo-
rify the Holocaust of Enslave-
ment (HOE).

I graduated from J.H. Hay-
swood High School in 1965. 
Harriette Hardin was the vale-
dictorian of that last segregated 
class at the institution, which 
marked the end of apartheid 
in Lumberton. My sister Joyce 
Renee Jones was among the five 
that desegregated the Caucasian 

Lumberton High School, an 
amicable endeavor compared 
to other municipalities in the 
South.

Hardin remembers Lum-
bertonian apartheid with fresh 
intensity: “The cleaning ladies 
had to wait on the Colored at 
Belk’s department store, Wein-
stein’s, and Fleishman’s. The 
Colored help had to get us what 
we needed. I remember the bus 
station with the Colored and 
white bathrooms.

We had to sit in the balcony 
at the Carolina and Riverside 
Theaters; no two people could 
ascend or descend the steps 
simultaneously because they 
were too narrow.

I live in Harlem where I 
was born. I periodically visit 
Lumberton’s New South to 
see relatives and to maintain 
my roots. I attended the 50th 
Anniversary of the 1965 J.H. 
Hayswood Graduation in 2015; 
my contempt for Confederacy 
memorabilia was tested as I 
was about to enter the Robeson 
County Courthouse to research 
family records.

I was confronted by a 110-
year old statue of a Confederate 
soldier, armed with a rifle, 
guarding the entrance of the 
court. The south face of the 
sculpture read: “ERECTED 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
/ THE UNITED DAUGHTERS 
OF THE CONFEDERACY/IN 
LOVING MEMORY OF THE 
TWO THOUSAND CON-
FEDERATE SOLDIERS OF 
ROBESON COUNTY.”

T he  nor t h  s ide  sang: 
“GLORY GUARDS” dying 
on “FAME’S ETER NAL 
CAMPING GROUND.” What 
is glorious about misguided 
miscreants who killed and 
died in the Civil War in which 
650 thousands Unionists and 
Confederates were slaughtered 
for Southerners’ privilege to 
buy, sell, own, and dehumanize 
members of the human family 
like chattel as if they were 
shoes and hogs?

I was swarmed with a co-
nundrum of thoughts. “Some-
body should blow this #@**# 
thing up!” I declared silently. 
No. So, I figured I’d speak 
out, give a speech about the 
iniquities of racism; however, 
I would have been arrested, a 
sacrifice I wasn’t prepared to 
make.

I offered a silent prayer in 
which I petitioned G’d to cure 
America of her appetite for 
Caucasian superiority and Af-
rican inferiority and to destroy 
the tax-financed, laudatory 
memories of the Confedera-
cy in all the Lumbertons in 
America.

I pleaded for justice for the 
heinous crimes committed by 
the enslavers, the lynchers, 
the segregationists of the past, 
and the current hidden racists 
cowered in the power structure 
of Lumberton; they were no 
better than their forbearers, a 
supposition validated by the 
grey-suited sentry.

Yet, healing is possible for 
the hardest hearted bigots as 
segregationist Alabama Gov-
ernor George Wallace attested 
with his apology to African 
Americans for his trauma-pro-
ducing actions. I’ll never forget 
his battle cry against allowing 
Africans their constitutional 
rights: “Segregation now. Seg-
regation forever!”

Two years after I meditated 
at the foot of the Confeder-
ate statue , Jerry Stephens, 
a Robeson County Board of 
Commissioner in Lumberton, 
solicited his colleagues to con-
sider whether it was time for 
the courthouse statue to be 
removed.

Stephens, an African Amer-
ican, counseled, “Sometime we 
are going to have a dialogue 
about how we feel about that 
statue.” His comments were 
ignored with silence. Another 
African American and a so-
called “Lumbee

Indian” were among the 
sealed lips. To be deaf, dumb, 

and blind in the face of injustice 
is to support it.

I didn’t use physical force 
to express dissatisfaction with 
the infamous statue, but some-
one did exercised physical 
discontent. On September 23, 
somebody committed artistic 
protest. He or she spray-painted 
black colorant on three sides 
of the square base with the 
inscription, “Love,” “Jesus,” 
and “Feather for Heather.” The 
graffitist inserted a cross beside 
“Jesus” and semi-deleted “Glo-
ry,” and “Confederate.”

Subsequently, a Robesonian 
newspaper editorial advocated 
for its removal and proposed an 
ideal residence for it. “We are 
told informally that the Robe-
son County Historical Museum, 
which is just a block or so away, 
would eagerly take it.”

The commentary avowed 
that the paramount path to-
ward genuine curing of gen-
erational injuries from HOE 
distresses dormant under the 

tranquil ambience of tour-
ist-hungry is to remove that 
toxic symbol of our nation’s 
division. Abraham Lincoln, 
haunted by his own xenopho-
bic stresses, said: “A house 
divided cannot stand.”

Suffering from post-HOE 
traumatic syndrome and seek-
ing to alleviate its causes, Mar-
tin Luther King declared: “Faith 
is taking the first step even 
when you don’t see the whole 
staircase.” Both men trekked 
courageous steps up perilous 
staircases. Their only light was 
faith energized by action.

Americans must mature be-
yond juvenile prejudices based 
on skin color,

ethnicity, etc. to acquire 
authentic hope if we want to 
pull out of the quagmire in 
which we are entrapped. © Ed-
ucator-Writer Yusef Salaam’s 
(usefsalaam47@gmail.com) 
latest book, “The Devil and 
Elijah Muhammad” is avail-
able at www.xlibris.com.

(Left) The Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce (GHCC) hosted it’s annual “End of the Year Holiday Mix & Mingle” reception at the prestigious Alhambra Ball-
room, in the Village of Harlem, on Wed., Dec. 20, 2017.   The well-attended affair honored several positive thinking community activists and members of NYPD’s 24th, 
26th, 28th, 32nd Precincts. (RIGHT) GHCC also hosted it’s annual family-friendly Christmas Party at the trendy DINOSAUR Restaurant on West 125th Street and 
Old Broadway.   (Photos: Ronnie Wright) 

Lumberton, North Carolina
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AUDREY'S SOCIETY WHIRL
Introducing Gurney’s Newport Marina & Spa Resort

By Audrey J. Bernard  
Society Editor

In December 2017 I was in-
vited by General Motors to 
experience a weekend drive 

from New York City on Friday, 
December 8 through Sun-
day, December 10 to Newport 
Rhode Island in their all-new 
2018 Buick Enclave Avenir. 
The all expense, 3-day trip to 
the magnificent Gurney’s New-
port Marina & Spa Resort in 
Newport, Rhode Island was for 
me and 3 guests. My birthday 
was December 7 so this was a 
fabulous belated birthday pres-
ent as I was able to celebrate my 
birthday weekend with 3 of my 
bosom buddies – Laverne Perry 
Kennedy, Sandy Tate and Diane 
Thompson. Christmas came 
early for all of us.

We met Team Buick at the 
plush Mandarin Hotel in Co-
lumbus Circle, New York City 
for breakfast at the Hotel’s gor-
geous restaurant with sweeping 
views of Central Park West 
followed by a walkthrough with 
the Buick Enclave Avenir to fa-
miliarize us with all the deluxe 
features, technology, bells & 
whistles.

During breakfast General 
Motor’s executive Mikhael Far-
ah shared information about the 
vehicle. “During your drive you 
will get a chance to experience 
the Enclave Avenir featuring 
the high expression of Buick 
luxury, including new Quiet 
Tuning features like active noise 
cancellation, award-winning 
in-car User Experience and 
Apple CarPlay/Android Auto 
connectivity and new avail-
able Surround Vision camera 
system.”

Farah then escorted us to 
our car and handed the keys to 
the designated driver Diane and 
we were off on a new fun-filled 
adventure. With Diane at the 
wheel and Sandy playing side 
chick we enjoyed a wonderful 
driving experience. Through-
out the drive we experienced 
all of the things Farah briefed 
us about — high expression 
of Buick luxury, including 
new Quiet Tuning features 
like active noise cancellation, 
award-winning in-car User 
Experience and Apple CarPlay/
Android Auto connectivity and 
new available Surround Vision 
camera system.

As Sandy helped navigate 
the trip along with Diane, 
Laverne, a former executive at 
Epic Records, provided enter-
tainment hitting all of the right 
channels on the limitless radio 
stations while singing along. 
The ride was so smooth that I 
napped only to be awoken by 
screams of ecstasy.

We had arrived at an exclu-
sive hideaway called Gurney’s 
Newport Marina & Sport Re-
sort which is surrounded by 
water, with frontage on both the 
Narragansett Bay and Newport 
Harbor, and located minutes 

from Downtown Newport. 
Situated on nearly 10 acres of 
Goat Island with undisturbed 
waterfront and offering the se-
clusion of a private island with 
a fabulous waterfront view, it 
is often referred to as the “City 
by the Sea.”

Gurney’s is centrally located 
to the area’s abundant attrac-
tions and activities, which in-
clude landmark mansions, mu-
seums, vineyards, golf courses, 
beaches, state parks, scenic 
walks, and cruises. Delighting 
locals and visitors alike, New-
port’s annual events include 
jazz and folk festivals, regattas, 
a holiday boat parade, a flower 
show, and restaurant weeks in 
spring and fall.

We were greeted by a warm 
and friendly staff and escorted 

to our luxurious accommoda-
tions – spacious double bed 
rooms with architectural digest 
like bathrooms that included 
sumptuous bathrobes and slip-
pers and drop dead waterfront 
views. I felt like I was on a 
cruise ship especially when I 
stepped looked out and saw 
nothing but water! Breathtak-
ingly riveting. That evening we 
dined at the stunning Scarpetta 

restaurant before retiring for the 
evening as we had a very busy 
Spa day scheduled on Saturday 

at Seawater Spa.
With floor-to-ceiling views 

of the surrounding sea, Sea-
water Spa is imbued with the 
healing power of water. The 
spa’s amenities are designed 
to cleanse, calm, beautify, and 
enhance overall well-being. Be-
fore or after a treatment guests 
can enjoy the fitness center, out-
door saltwater pool, heated in-
door pool, coed relaxation area, 
or salon. Seawater Spa guests 
also enjoy complimentary use 
of private men’s and women’s 
locker rooms, dry eucalyptus 
saunas, and coed relaxation 
area. The well-stocked 24-hour 

gym makes it easy to stay in 
shape while you’re on the road 
featuring a selection of elliptical 
machines, treadmills, stationary 
bikes, and weights.

During Seawater Spa treat-
ments, guests relax and re-
juvenate with a face or body 
treatment at the full-service 
spa. Treatments include facials, 
massages, scrubs, wraps, and 
aromatherapy. Each treatment 
is instilled with the properties 
of one of the five “natural ele-
ments” breath (to clarify and 
vitalize), waves (to hydrate 
and purify), coast (to recover 
and renew), glow (to detox 

and energize), and blossom (to 
brighten and flourish). All spa 
packages allow you to enjoy a 
combination of services best 
suited to you and your desired 
results.

My crew luxuriated with 
Detoxifying Herbal Wrap, High 
Skin Refiner Lifting Facial

Ultimate Massage, and Sand 
& Sea Body Wrap services that 
rendered us in an euphoric state 
of mind. That evening we visit-
ed the town with its charming 
cobblestone streets, picturesque 
restaurants and small stores. 
Very European. We dined at an 
enchanting place called Fluke 
Newport and, like its name, we 
lucked up! It was a wonderful 
dining experience that resonat-
ed long after we left the place 
as we could not stop bragging 
about the food, the hospitality 
and the unforgettable ambiance. 
Before retiring as we just could 
not let go of a good thing so 
we enjoyed after dinner drinks 
at Gurney’s intimate lobby bar 
replete with a piano.

Then it was time to come 
back down to earth and prepare 
for the scenic ride back home 
which was filled with more 
laughter, remembrances of a 
great time, shared experiences 
and plain old girl talk. The ride 
home was as smooth as the ride 
there and Gurney’s Newport 
Marina & Spa Resort has made 
additional fans; and the Buick 
Enclave Avenir is as classy 
as its name! (Photos courtesy 
Gurney’s)

SPA PACKAGES
The Retreat
Shoulder to Shoulder mas-

sage • Pure Hydration Facial 
Body Scrub

The Getaway
50 minute Stillwater Spa 

Massage • Stillwater Signature 
Facial • Body scrub 

The Oasis
50 minute Stillwater Spa 

Massage • Stillwater Signature 
Facial • Body Wrap • Stillwater 
Spa Manicure • Stillwater Spa 
Pedicure 

Seawater Spa Expectant 
Pause Package

Prenatal Massage • Stillwa-
ter Signature Facial • Seaside 
Pedicure

Seawater Spa Business-
man’s Package

Body Scrub • Deep Tissue 
Massage • Man’s Best Facial  
Natural Nails Clean and Buff

Our fabulous ride – 2018 Buick 
Enclave Avenir

Diane Thompson, Sandy Tate, Laverne Perry Kennedy, Audrey 
J. Bernard meet in the Mandarin Hotel lobby at the start of their 
girl escapade  (Photo courtesy Dedra N. Tate)

Laverne Perry Kennedy inside 
our Buick Enclave Avenir char-
iot with its handsome décor 
(Photo by AJB)Gurney’s Aerial shot

Lobby

Seawater Spa

Bedroom with a view

Ultimate Massage
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16 ENTERTAINMENT
Sterling K. Brown makes history as 1st Black to win TV Best Actor

By Audrey J. Bernard

On Sunday January 7, 
2018 at the Hollywood 
Foreign Press 75th An-

nual Golden Globe Awards 
handsome Sterling K. Brown 
made history by becoming the 
first Black male actor to win 
Best Actor in a TV Drama 
category for his iconic role as 
Randall Pearson on NBC’s 
breakout hit “This Is Us.” As 
he ran to the stage to thunder-
ous applause, Brown began 
his acceptance speech with a 
shout-out to his gorgeous wife 
Ryan Michelle Bathe, saying 
“I love you so much. Thank you 
for supporting me through the 
whole thing." He then thanked 
his children and promised them 
that he would be home to take 
them to school in the morning.

He humbly thanked his 
cast and network, NBC, before 
turning his attention to the 
show’s brilliant creator, Dan 
Fogelman, who he credited 
for providing him with the first 
role in his career that could 
only be played by a man such 
as himself.

In his acceptance speech, 
Brown gave a called out to 
the creator of the series, Dan 
Fogelman, for writing an in-
clusive role.

“Dan Fogelman, throughout 
the majority of my career, I’ve 
benefited from color-blind 
casting, which means, hey, 
let’s throw a brother in there. 
That’s always really cool. But 
Dan Fogelman, you wrote a 
role for a Black man that can 
only be played by a Black man. 
“So, what I appreciate so much 
about this is that I’m being seen 
for who I am and being appreci-
ated for who I am, and it makes 
it that much more difficult to 
dismiss me or dismiss anybody 
who looks like me.”

Brown beat out Jason 
Bateman for Netflix’s “Ozark,” 
Freddie Highmore for ABC’s 
“The Good Doctor,” Bob Oden-
kirk for AMC’s “Better Call 
Saul,” and Liev Schreiber for 
Showtime’s “Ray Donovan.”

Brown previously won an 
Emmy for his performance — a 
historic win, as it made him the 
first Black actor to win the Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Drama 
Series since 1998 — along 
with an Emmy the year before 
for his turn as Chris Darden in 
the first season of “American 
Crime Story.” (Photos by Getty 
Images)

Here are the other big win-
ners:

Best actress in a limited se-
ries or television movie

WINNER: Nicole Kid-
man, Big Little Lies

Reese Witherspoon, Big 
Little Lies

Jessica Lange, Feud: Bette 
and Joan

Susan Sarandon, Feud: Bette 
and Joan

Jessica Biel, The Sinner
Best supporting actor in a 

motion picture (drama)
Willem Dafoe, The Florida 

Project
Armie Hammer, Call Me by 

Your Name
Richard Jenkins, The Shape 

of Water
WINNER: Sam Rockwell, 

Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri

Christopher Plummer, All 
the Money in the World

Best actress in a TV series 
(musical/comedy)

Pamela Adlon, Better Things
Alison Brie, GLOW
WINNER: Rachel Bros-

nahan, The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel

Issa Rae, Insecure
Frankie Shaw, SMILF
Best actress in a TV series 

(drama)
W INNER:  El i sabeth 

Moss, The Handmaid’s Tale
Claire Foy, The Crown
Katherine Langford, 13 Rea-

sons Why
Maggie Gyllenhaal, The 

Deuce
Caitriona Balfe, Outlander
Best actor in a TV series 

(drama)
Freddie Highmore, The 

Good Doctor
WINNER: Sterling K. 

Brown, This Is Us
Bob Odenkirk, Better Call 

Saul
Jason Bateman, Ozark
Liev Schreiber, Ray Don-

ovan
Best TV series (drama)
WINNER: The Hand-

maid’s Tale
This Is Us
The Crown
Game of Thrones
Stranger Things
Best supporting actor in a 

series, limited series or TV film
Christian Slater, Mr. Robot
David Harbour, Stranger 

Things
Alfred Molina, Feud: Bette 

and Joan
WINNER: Alexander 

Skarsgård, Big Little Lies
David Thewlis, Fargo
Best Original Score
Carter Burwell, Three Bill-

boards Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri

WINNER: Alexandre De-
splat, The Shape of Water

Jonny Greenwood, Phantom 
Thread

John Williams, The Post
Hans Zimmer, Dunkirk
Best original song
Home, Ferdinand
Mighty River, Mudboumd
Remember Me, Coco
The Star, The Star
WINNER: This Is Me, The 

Greatest Showman
Best actor (comedy/mu-

sical)
Steve Carell, Battle of the 

Sexes
Ansel Elgort, Baby Driver
WINNER: James Franco, 

The Disaster Artist
Hugh Jackman, The Great-

est Showman
Daniel Kaluuya, Get Out
Best supporting actress 

in a series, limited series or 
TV film

WINNER: Laura Dern, 
Big Little Lies

Ann Dowd, The Hand-
maid’s Tale

Chrissy Metz, This Is Us
Michelle Pfeiffer, The Wiz-

ard of Lies
Shailene Woodley, Big Little 

Lies
Best animated film
The Boss Baby
The Breadwinner
WINNER: Coco

Ferdinand
Loving Vincent
Best supporting actress in 

a motion picture (drama)
Mary J. Blige, Mudbound
Hong Chau, Downsizing
WINNER: Allison Janney, 

I, Tonya
Laurie Metcalf, Lady Bird
Octavia Spencer, The Shape 

of Water
Best screenplay
The Shape of Water
Lady Bird
WINNER: Three Bill-

boards Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri

The Post
Molly’s Game
Best foreign film
A Fantastic Woman
First They Killed My Father
WINNER: In the Fade
Loveless
The Square
Best actor in a miniseries 

or TV movie
Robert De Niro, The Wizard 

of Lies
Kyle MacLachlan, Twin 

Peaks
Jude Law, The Young Pope
WINNER: Ewan McGre-

gor, Fargo
Geoffrey Rush, Genius
Best TV series (comedy)
Black-ish
WINNER: The Marvelous 

Mrs. Maisel
Master of None
SMILF
Will & Grace
Best actor in a TV series 

(musical/comedy)
Anthony Anderson, Black-

ish
WINNER: Aziz Ansari, 

Master of None
Kevin Bacon, I Love Dick
William H. Macy, Shame-

less
Eric McCormack, Will & 

Grace
Best film director
WINNER: Guillermo del 

Toro, The Shape of Water
Martin McDonagh, Three 

Billboards Outside Ebbing, 

Missouri
Christopher Nolan, Dunkirk
Ridley Scott, All the Money 

in the World
Steven Spielberg, The Post
Best miniseries or TV 

movie
WINNER: Big Little Lies
Feud: Bette and Joan
Fargo
Top of the Lake: China Girl
The Sinner
Best actress in a film (com-

edy/musical)
Judi Dench, Victoria & 

Abdul
Margot Robbie, I, Tonya
WINNER: Saoirse Ronan, 

Lady Bird
Emma Stone, Battle of the 

Sexes
Helen Mirren, The Leisure 

Seeker
Best film (comedy/musical)
The Disaster Artist
Get Out
The Greatest Showman
I, Tonya
WINNER: Lady Bird
Best actor (drama)
Timothée Chalamet, Call 

Me by Your Name
Denzel Washington, Roman 

J. Israel, Esq.
Tom Hanks, The Post
Daniel Day-Lewis, Phantom 

Thread
WINNER: Gary Oldman, 

Darkest Hour
Best actress (drama)
Jessica Chastain, Molly’s 

Game
Sally Hawkins, The Shape 

of Water
WINNER: Frances Mc-

Dormand, Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri

Meryl Streep, The Post
Michelle Williams, All the 

Money in the World
Best film (drama)
Dunkirk
The Post
The Shape of Water
Call Me by Your Name
WINNER: Three Bill-

boards Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri

Sterling K. Brown with his wife Ryan Michelle Bathe

Sterling K. Brown
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BUSINESS MATTERS
Liberia- born entrepreneur 

Richelieu Dennis buys Essence 
Communications, the magazine 
and the Essence Festival, held 
annually in New Orleans, from 
Time Inc. Sales details not dis-
closed. Dennis is the founder of 
Shea Moisture, who has a talent 
for preserving Black businesses, 
including a Harlem-based arts in-
stitution. More on him next week..

HARLEM: The Harlem Busi-
ness Alliance and the WK Kellogg 
Foundation is ready to launch the 
fourth phase of The LILLIAN 
PROJECT, a program which 
promotes entrepreneurship for 
native-born, low to moderate in-
come Harlem women by teaching 
skills necessary to start and grow 
a business. Formerly incarcerated 
women are encouraged to apply. 
The Project is named after Har-
lem denizen, legend and business 
woman, Lillian Harris Dean, 
aka Pig Foot Mary. Deadline for 
application is January 12. Visit 
thelillianproject.org or hbany.org

BROOKLYN: MY BASE 
offers paid internships, w hich 
begin March 6 to BedStuy based 
Young Adults. Registration is open 
until February 23. Internships 
span many fields like child care, 
maintenance, retail, office man-
agement, hospitality, food indus-
try, marketing and social media. 
Priority will be given to BedStuy 
young adults, ages 16 to 24. . For 
more info, contact 718.636. 7596, 
X223. Visit website bsdcorp.org.

It is never t too late to order 
2018 Black- themed calendars 
from the Black Art Depot. Calen-
dars are available for children, the 
faith-based community, bathing 
suit beauties and much more. 
Visit Blackartdepot.com or call 
800.525.7249.

Visit the Martin Luther King 
Jr Forum 2018, AN ECONOMIC 
SHIFT, Strengthening the Con-
nection between the African Di-
aspora and the African Continent, 
on MLK Day, January 15, from 
7-9 pm at the Rise Center, located 
at 38 Waverly Avenue, Brooklyn. 
Speakers include Rev Dennis 
Dillon, Christian Times Publisher; 
Dr. Zienzile Dillon; Bertha Lewis, 
The Black Institute; Randy Braz, 
Archstone Holdings. Open to the 
public. Call 718638.6397.

Read Fortune Magazine’s list 
of the 10 Best Workplaces for 
Diversity in the American work-
place. Fortune and its partner 
Great Place to Work talked with 
more than 400 employees in 8 
areas like ethnic minorities , fe-
males, LGBTQ, the disabled, or 
were born before 1964. The results 
follow. Comcast NBCUniversal, 
Minorities: Confidential; Hyatt 
Hotels 65%; Ultimate Software, 
Minorities, 43%; SalesForce, 
Minorities, 34%; Wegmans Food 
Markets, Minorities, 23%; Publix 
Super Markets; Marriott Interna-
tional,: Kimpton Hotels & Restau-
rants; Texas Health Resources, 
Capital One Financial

NEWMAKERS
RIP: Ethelee Cleare joined the 

ancestors. She is the mother of 
Cordell Cleare, Harlem politico. 
Viewing at the Unity Funeral 
Home, 2152 Frederick Douglass 

Boulevard, on Wednesday January 
10 3-8 pm Funeral on Thursday, 
January 11, New Covenant Do-
minion Cathedral, 1175 Boston 
Road, Bronx, NY at 11 am

DR KING’S HOLIDAY
The NY Metropolitan Martin 

Luther King Center for Nonvio-
lence hosts ist 20thAnnual Inter-
faith Observance for Religious 
and Racial Harmony at the Dwyer 
Cultural Center, located at 258 
St. Nicholas Avenue, 123 Street, 
Harlem on Sunday January 14, 
1-4 pm. RSVP necessary Contact 
thedwyercc@gmail.com

WNYC and Apollo Theater 
will co-host Mlk Celebration at the 
Apollo, located at West 125 Street. 
Its 50 YEARS AFTER MLK: A 
Dream Deferred, the 12trh An-
nual Celebration. On January 14 
at 3 pm,. Co moderators WNYC 
host B rian Lehrer and All Things 
Considered local host Jami Floyd 
talk about DR King his legacy and 
teachings with Dr. Clarence Jones, 
former attorney and MLK advisor; 
Linda Sarsour, Women’s March 

co founder; and Patrisse Cullors, 
Black Lives Matters co-founder. 
FREE

MLK Tribute at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music with Keynoter 
Jelani Cobb, professor/New York-
er magazine writer and musical 
entertainment at BAM’s Gilman 
Opera House at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music.

New Exhibit, KING IN NEW 
YORK, opens on January 13 at 
Museum of the City of NY, locat-
ed at 1120 Fifth Avenue, on 103 
Street, along Museum Mile, and 
runs through June 1. The photo 
exhibit KING IN NEW YORK 
commemorates the 50th anniver-
sary y of Dr. Kings death, with a 
photo exhibit in NYC during the 
50s and 60s. Exhibit runs through 
June 1.

HAPPY MARTIN 
LUTHER KING’S 
DAY!

A Harlem based management 
consultant, Victoria is reachable 
at Victoria.horsford @gmail.com

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

WHAT’S GOING ONBy Victoria Horsford 

OPRAH: 2020 PREXY
Does Oprah Winfrey, still the first 

lady of American media, have higher 
ambitions like becoming the powerful 
figure in the free world, the American 
Commander in Chief, the American 
Presidency. It began with her Golden 
Globes Show and its Cecil B. deMille’s 
Award’s acceptance speech, warning 
the audience that the time was now 
for women to stop being silent about 
harassment and gender inequality. She 
reminded audience that the male domi-
nance/harassment was not restricted to 
world of entertainment. She shared the 
story of a Black woman Recy Taylor who 
was raped by six white men in Jim Crow, 
Alabama in the 40s, who recently died, 
a few days shy of her 98th birthday. In 
conclusion, Winfrey enthused. “ A new 
day is on the horizon when women will 
no longer need MeToo. Thunderous ap-
plause followed her speech. The Medium 
is the Message. No one does TV better 
than Oprah!

Now Americans are pondering an 
Oprah presidential run. Can it happen? 
Why not.

Oprah’s partner Stedman says that it 
could happen. Oprah’s best friend Gayle, 
says no way. If Donald get into the White 
House, why can’t a real billionaire follow 
suit. Is Oprah the woman whom America 
needs in the White House.

Oprah 2020 media speculation has 

displaced the nonstop news cycle re: 
about the runaway non-fiction bestseller 
THE FIRE AND THE FURY: Inside 
the Trump White House.” Who would 
have thought that the Trump presidency 
could usher in the next African America 
president.

BTW, FIRE AND FURY is a book 
industry phenom. No book publisher 
has ever experienced the sales volume. 
While many have ordered and have to 
wait a few weeks for delivery, the digital 
version is being widely circulated. 

ARTS/CULTURE CALENDAR

Harriet Elam-Thomas with Jim 
Robison co-wrote her memoir DIVER-
SIFYING DIPLOMACY: My Journal 
From Roxbury to Dakar, published by 
Potomac Books, an imprint of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press, which falls 
under political science and women’s 
studies sections in book stores. Book 
chronicles her decades long ascension 
up the US State Department’s Foreign 
Service, becoming US Ambassador to 
Senegal. Her 42 year foreign service 
assignments to countries such as Greece, 
Turkey, France, Belgium, Mali, and the 
Ivory Coast. A force of nature in the US 
State Department, she was an agent of 
change, influential in bringing diversity 
to Department’s foreign service. Retired 
from the US State Department as in 2005 
with the rank of

Career minister, she directs the Uni-
versity of Florida Diplomacy Program

ALICE AND ME, Historical Fic-
tion,written by Cynthia T. Cook, African

American Professor of Sociology, 
opens the book with a disclaimer stat-
ing that s write solely for entertainment 

purposes. She continues. Most of the 
characters are fictional with the excep-
tion of Alice Lenshina who was a real 
person who started a religious movement 
in Zambia in the 1950s, which had great 
potential but ended tragically. ALICE 
AND ME is an informative and eminent-
ly readable novel which lends insights 
into some of the social issues confronting 
contemporary Africa.

Darryl Lacy’s new book, HOW I 
CONQUERED NEW YORK: The Story 
of Darryl Lacy Productions commemo-
rates company’s 30th Anniversary. Book 
is a theater/literature confection. Born 
and bred in Buffalo, NY, Lacy has de-
grees in Theater and Fine Arts. Book is 
good reading for every artist in pursuit 
his/her muse. Lacy’s first book, “ Nikki 
G: A Portrait of Nikki Giovanni in Her 
Own Words” was published in 2012 
and won the 2013 NACP Image Award 
for Oustanding Literary Work. A HOW 
I CONQUERED NY book signing will 
be held on January 28, from 3-5 pm at 
the Joseph Kenney Center, 34 West 134 
with entrance on West 135 Street. Visit 
Darryllacyproductions.com . 

Oprah Winfrey

Harriet Elam-Thomas

Darryl Lacy
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

FREE/Open to Public

“50 Years After Dr. MLK: A Dream Deferred”
On Sunday, January 14, 

2018 at 3pm, the Land-
mark Apollo

Theater in the Village of 
Harlem and WNYC are part-
nering for the 5th year to present 
WNYC’s 12th annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day celebra-
tion, “50 Years After MLK: A 
Dream Deferred,” as part of the 
Apollo’s Uptown Hall series.

W N Y C ’ s  P e a b o d y 
Award-winning host Brian Leh-
rer and local All Things Con-
sidered host Jami Floyd will 
moderate meaningful conver-
sations examining Dr. King’s 
legacy and its impact on mod-
ern social justice movements.

Through a mix of one-
on-one interviews and panel 
guests including Civil Rights 
Leader and Former Attorney 
and Advisor to Dr. King, 
Dr. Clarence Jones, and to-
day’s prominent female activ-
ists such as Women’s March 
Co-Founder Linda Sarsour, 
Black Lives Matter Co-Found-
er Patrisse Cullors, and Schol-
ar and 2008 Green Party Vice 
Presidential Candidate Rosa 
Clemente – “50 Years After 
MLK: A Dream Deferred” 
will explore the progress that 
has been made in the half-cen-
tury since Dr. King’s untimely 
death.

In addition, panelists will 
discuss the evolution and per-
sistence of issues he fought 
to eliminate, from racial and 
wage inequality to housing dis-
crimination to police brutality, 
and will broach the question 
of what Dr. King’s vision and 
leadership mean in this time of 
moral and ethical ambiguity—
in effect, what happens to his 
dream deferred?

WQXR’s Terrance McK-
night will serve as Master of 
Ceremonies.

“We’re thrilled to partner 
once again with the Apollo 
Theater to celebrate Dr. King’s 

life and relevance in such an 
important anniversary year and 

at such a crucial moment for our 
country. It’s a great opportunity 

to bring the important conver-
sations we convene on air into 
the community in person,” said 
Lehrer.

“Fifty years after Dr. King’s 
assassination, I can think of no 
better place than Harlem and 
the Apollo to reflect on his work 
and mission. Issues of race, 
justice and the need for unity 
are front and center again, in 
our country. My hope is that our 
conversation will open the door 
to reconciliation, as we embark 
on the next 50 years – together,” 
said Floyd.

“Since its inception, the 
Apollo Theater has served as a 
‘town hall’ for local residents as 
well as people from all across 
New York City and as an agent 
of change for its community. 
The Apollo is also a kind of 
organic gathering place for 
people at historic moments 
in African-American culture, 
as when thousands of people 
flocked to the Theater when 
Michael Jackson and James 
Brown passed away.

“Apollo Uptown Hall is 
a natural extension of that 
role, and so we are extremely 
proud to partner with WNYC 
again this year for their annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
celebration particularly as 
this will mark 50 years since 
Dr. King’s assassination. It 
is now more important than 
ever to address social justice 
issues that continue to plagued 
our country,” said Procope, 
president/CEO of the Apollo 
Theater.

The event will conclude with 
a performance Playwright/Pro-
ducer Vy Higginsen’s Gospel 
For Teens, the two-time Emmy 
Award-winning ensemble, a 
group of teenagers who study 
and sing the art of Gospel Mu-
sic in the Village of Harlem.

“50 Years After MLK: A 
Dream Deferred” is free and 
open to the public, but RSVPs 
are mandatory. Please RSVP 
at https://www.apollotheater.
org/event/apollo-uptown-hall-
50-years-after-mlk/

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivers historic “I Have A Dream Speech”
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20 BOOKIN’ IT
Best Black Books of 2017

By Kam Williams

(1) We Were Eight Years in 
Power: An American Tragedy

By Ta-Nehisi Coates (2) 
My Grandmother’s Hands: 
Racialized

Trauma and the Pathway 
to Mending Our Hearts and 
Bodies

By Resmaa Menakem (3) 
Black Detroit: A People’s 

History of Self-Determina-
tion By Herb Boyd (4) Pretty 
Powerful: Appearance, Sub-
stance and Success By Eboni 
K. Williams.

(5) Rest in Power: The 
Enduring Life of Trayvon 
Martin

By Sybrina Fulton and Tracy 
Martin (6) Rising Star: The 
Making of Barack Obama By 
David J. Garrow (7) Invisible 

Ink: Navigating Racism in 
Corporate America By Ste-
phen M. Graham (8) Book of

Black Heroes: Political 
Leaders Past and Present By 
Gil L. Robertson, IV (9) Deep 
Denial: The Persistence of 
White Supremacy in United 
States History and Life By Da-
vid Billings (10) The Meaning 
of Michelle: 16 Writers on the 
Iconic First Lady and How Her 

Journey Inspires Our Own 
Edited By Veronica Chambers.

Honorable Mention:
Tears We Cannot Stop: A 

Sermon to White America By 
Michael Eric Dyson The Pres-
ident’s Kitchen Cabinet: The 
Story of the African-Ameri-
cans Who Have Fed Our First 
Families, from the Washing-
tons to the Obamas By Adrian 
Miller Ali: A Life By Jonathan 

Eig Blessed Life: My Surpris-
ing Journey of Joy, Tears, and 
Tales from Harlem to Holly-
wood By Kim Fields.

Sting Like a Bee: Mu-
hammad Ali vs. the United 
States of America, 1966-
1971 By Leigh Montville Cop 
under Fire Moving Beyond 
Hashtags of Race, Crime and 
Politics for a Better America 
By Sheriff David Clarke, Jr.

“Who Made 
The Potato 
Salad? 

By Inez Robinson-Turpin: Author 
states, 

“It took me five years to finish this; 
I finally decided I would put his on my 
‘Bucket of to Do Lists’ before turning 65. 
Kudos to my daughters Robin and Jea-
nette for reminding me ‘You can do this.’

“To my niece Mira Gandy whose 
artwork graces the cover of the book 
and to Rowena Husbands for the creative 
photo. Love to my husband George for 
your patience, understanding and some 
long suffering nights during my creative 
writing meltdowns. “To my sister Irene 
Gandy, who never stopped believing in 
me and for all her moral support that got 
me through.” (Photo: Ronnie Wright)
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ON THE TUBE
‘AfroPoP’ opens with ‘Black Panther Woman’

Edited by  
Audrey J. Bernard

The 10th anniversary sea-
son of the documentary 
series AfroPoP: The Ulti-

mate Cultural Exchange opens 
with Rachel Perkins’ Black 
Panther Woman, a look back at 
the Black Panther Party in Aus-
tralia, and a legacy tarnished 
by #MeToo charges from one 
of the women involved in that 
movement.

AfroPoP X is hosted by 
actor Nicholas L. Ashe, who 
stars in the hit OWN TV se-
ries Queen Sugar. AfroPoP, the 
nation’s only public television 
series of contemporary stories 
about Black life, art and culture 
around the globe, premieres 
on WORLD Channel at 8 p.m. 
ET (10 p.m. PT) on Monday, 
January 15 — Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day. The show 
is produced by Black Public 
Media (formerly known as 
National Black Programming 
Consortium) and co-presented 
by distributor American Public 
Television (APT).

The film chronicles the life 
of Marlene Cummins, who was 
an uneducated teenager in 1972 
when she became involved with 
Australia’s Black Panther Party, 
joining with nine other young 
Aboriginal people in the Black 
Power struggle inspired by the 
American Black Panther party.

Over the course of a year, the 
group led protests and commu-
nity programs and she began a 
relationship with the head of the 
chapter. But internal and exter-
nal struggles arose, devastating 
her. To protect the movement, 
she remained silent for more 
than four decades about her 
own #MeToo moment, the rape 
she suffered at the hands of two 
indigenous leaders.

In Black Panther Woman, 
she opens up about the abuse 
and the addiction that followed. 
Cummins also travels to the 
United States for an interna-
tional gathering of Black Pan-
thers, reflecting on the global 
struggle. The film took the Jury 
Special Prize at the 2015 Fes-
tival du Film Océanien (FIFO) 
and the International Indige-
nous Award at the 2015 Wairoa 
Maori Film Festival.

“Marlene’s courage and 
commitment to making a differ-
ence in her community despite 
the abuse she suffered is an 
all-too-familiar story of women 
globally,” said BPM Director 
of Programs and Acquisitions 
and AfroPoP Executive Pro-

ducer Kay Shaw. “We are so 
fortunate that she consented to 
tell her story with such hones-
ty. As her openness is helping 
her recovery, we hope it will 
help other women confront 
their pain to begin their own 
healing.”

T h e  fi ve -we ek  s e r i e s 
continues with Marco Wil-
liams’ Lonnie Holley: The 
Truth of the Dirt, Michael 
Fequiere’s Kojo and Jessica 
Beshir’s He Who Dances on 
Wood (January 22); Between 2 
Shores(January 29), Mariette 
Monpierre’s gripping docu-
mentary about two Domini-
can women fighting to bring 
their children with them to 
their new lives in Guadeloupe, 
highlights a struggle faced by 
many immigrants today: fam-
ily reunification; Ten Days in 
Africa (February 5), Regi Al-
len’s humorous and insightful 
look at his trip to West Afri-
ca to explore the differences 
and similarities between Afri-
cans and African-Americans, 
a special encore broadcast 

from the first year of AfroPoP; 
and Fatal Assistance (February 
12), award-winning filmmaker 
Raoul Peck’s scathing indict-
ment of global aid policies that 
failed Haiti in the aftermath 
of the devastating 2010 earth-
quake’s aftermath. Peck was a 
recent Oscar nominee for I Am 
Not Your Negro, which was 
funded in part by BPM.

New episodes of the series 
will air weekly through Feb-
ruary 12, with APT releasing 
the program to public televi-
sion stations across the U.S. 
in February 2018. Films will 
also be streamed the day after 
their broadcast premiere on all 
station-branded PBS platforms, 
including worldchannel.org, 
PBS.org, and on PBS apps for 
iOS, Android, Roku, Apple 
TV, Amazon Fire TV and 
Chromecast.

AfroPoP is produced by 
Angela Tucker and directed by 
Duana Butler with the generous 
support of the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.  
 To find out more about the 
series, visit www.blackpub-
licmedia.org. For viewing in-
formation, check local listings 
or www.APTonline.org. For 
details about Black Panther 
Woman, visit Facebook (@
blackpantherwomandocumen-
tary).

About Nicholas L. Ashe 
Nicholas L. Ashe stars as Micah West in the critically acclaimed 
OWN series Queen Sugar, directed by Ava DuVernay (Selma) 
and executive-produced by Oprah Winfrey. His harrowing per-
formance in the current season has resulted in critical praise 
and attention from industry professionals and fans. Earlier he 
played Viola Davis’s son in the courtroom drama Custody, 
which premiered at the 2016 Tribeca Film Festival.

Ashe made his acting debut at age 10 in the role of Young 
Simba in the national tour of The Lion King. Onstage, he is per-
haps best known for his Lincoln Center debut opposite Marin 
Ireland in Abe Koogler’s world-premiere production of Kill 
Floor, receiving glowing reviews from the New York Times for 
his pivotal role. He also played the role of Junior in Manhattan 
Theatre Club’s critically acclaimed production of Choir Boy 
(directed by Trip Cullman), reprising the role at the Alliance 
Theatre in Atlanta and the Geffen Playhouse in Los Angeles.

Ashe is also a talented vocalist, pianist and composer. Under 
the tutelage of renowned playwright Tarell Alvin McCraney, he 
has developed original stories and music of his own. In 2015, 
he created a scholarship for young artists in his hometown of 
Freeport, Long Island. He collaborated with Cierra Glaude on 
a short film titled Last Looks, which had its world premiere at 
the 2017 Urbanworld Film Festival.

About Black Public Media 
Black Public Media (BPM), formerly the National Black Pro-
gramming Consortium (NBPC), is committed to enriching 
our democracy by educating, enlightening, empowering and 
engaging the American public. The nonprofit supports diverse 
voices by developing, producing and distributing innovative 
media about the Black experience and by investing in visionary 
content makers. BPM provides quality content for public media 
outlets, including, among others, PBS and PBS.org and Black-
PublicMedia.org, as well as other platforms, while training and 
mentoring the next generation of Black filmmakers. Founded 
in 1979, BPM produces the AfroPoP: The Ultimate Cultural 
Exchange documentary series and manages the 360 Incubator 
+ Fund, a funding and training initiative designed to accelerate 
the production of important Black serial and interactive content.

About American Public 
Television 
American Public Television (APT) is the leading syndicator 
of high-quality, top-rated programming to the nation’s public 
television stations. For more than 10 years, APT has annually 
distributed one-third or more of the top 100 highest-rated 
public television titles in the U.S. Founded in 1961, among 
its 250 new program titles per year, APT programs include 
prominent documentaries, performance, news and current af-
fairs programs, dramas, how-to programs, children’s series and 
classic movies. America’s Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, 
Cook’s Country, AfroPoP, Rick Steves’ Europe, Christopher 
Kimball’s Milk Street Television, Front and Center, Doc Martin, 
Nightly Business Report, Midsomer Murders, A Place to Call 
Home, Lidia’s Kitchen, Globe Trekker, New Orleans Cooking 
with Kevin Belton, Simply Ming and P. Allen Smith’s Garden 
Home are a sampling of APT’s programs, considered some of 
the most popular on public television. APT licenses programs 
internationally through its APT Worldwide service. Entering 
its 13th year, Create®TV — featuring the best of public tele-
vision’s lifestyle programming — is distributed by American 
Public Television. APT also distributes WORLD™, public 
television’s premier news, science and documentary channel. 
To find out more about APT’s programs and services, visit 
APTonline.org.

About World Channel 
The WORLD Channel delivers the best of public television’s 
nonfiction, news and documentary programming. The channel 
features original content by and about diverse communities 
to U.S. audiences through local public television stations and 
streaming online at worldchannel.org. WORLD reached 33.3 
million unique viewers 18+ last year (52% adults 18-49) and 
over-indexes in key diversity demographics. WORLD is pro-
grammed by WGBH/Boston, in partnership with American 
Public Television and WNET/New York, and in association 
with PBS and National Educational Telecommunications Asso-
ciation. Major Funding for the WORLD Channel is provided by 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. For more information 
about The WORLD Channel, visit www.worldchannel.org.

Queen Sugar star Nicholas L. 
Ashe will host the tenth season 
of AfroPoP: The Ultimate Cul-
tural Exchange.

Cristina Beato mulls the im-
migration issue troubling her 
family in Between 2 Shores by 
Mariette Monpierre, part of 
AfroPoP.

Marlene Cummins story, cov-
ered in Rachel Perkins’ Black 
Panther Woman, will be a part 
of the AfroPoP series.

A still from Lonnie Holley: The 
Truth of the Dirt, about the 
noted visual artist and singer. 
The Marco Williams film is a 
part of the 10th season of Afro-
PoP: The Ultimate Cultural 
Exchange.

Jessica Beshir’s He Who Danc-
es on Wood is part of the tenth 
anniversary season of AfroPoP: 
Tue Ultimate Cultural Ex-
change.

Kojo follows a New York City child prodigy drummer, part 
of AfroPoP’s tenth season.
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22 DANCE
“Gutter Glitter” and “Stardust” 
Remains An Amazing Force

By Jimbe Carroll  
Special Assignment

This time of year when 
it’s cold, dance is a good 
choice to see to keep your 

blood flowing and that’s just 
what Complexions Contem-
porary Ballet Company does. 
Founded by Desmond Richard-
son and Dwight Rhoden, this is 
their 23rd year. They have been 
an amazing force in the dance 
world. I got to see one of the 
epic programs they presented at 
the Joyce Theater in Manhattan.

This season they brought 
back the two pieces that still 
amazes me each time I see 
them. “Gutter Glitter,” a first 
of a series and “Stardust” by 
Rhoden, a ballet tribute to 
Music Icon David Bowie. The 
company gave a variation with a 
few new members of the Com-
pany performing in the pieces.

“Gutter Glitter,” the opening 
one was vibrant and dark at the 
same time. The mood of self 
and partner reflection going 
from the shadows into the light 
was enhanced by the lighting of 
this complexed piece. A tryptic 
of duos fanned off on their own 
journeys while the other body 
of dancers seemed to be where 
they went for re-enforcement 
and support after expressing 
their own individual issues.

Dancers, Brandon Gray and 
Kelly Sneedon, Andrew Brader 
and Jillian Davis YoungSil Kim 
and Kelly Marsh are veterans 
from last season and they gave 
a fresh look at this piece.

This was some of the audi-
ence’s first time seeing “Star-

dust” so they didn’t know what 
they were about to enter. This 
dance glam-opera is a represen-
tation of Bowie’s gender-bend-
ing style and music that crossed 
over to several genres and a 

reflection of his ever changing 
life of his 40 year career. The 
Ballet uses a very calculated 
set of his popular songs and 
tells a story of the key stages 
in his life.

Opening with “Lazarus” the 
last song Bowie recorded and 
released on his birthday two 
days before his leaving earth, 
Dancer Brandon Gray, began 
the stories of each of the 9 songs 

the Company used to depict the 
important stages of Bowie’s 
career. Gray, who danced the 
same role Terk Waters did last 
year, did a fierce portrayal of the 
role as well.

The lip synching of im-
portant stanzas of “Lazarus” 
seamlessly expressed the lyrics 
through Rhode’s choreography. 
Gray and Brader fluidly inter-
changed roles of the singer as 
the ladder took on the song 
“Changes” and visually chan-
neled Bowie.

Mr. Blackmon stepped up 
to the plate in “Life on Mars” 
as he went right in giving his 
unique presence to it. The 
company carried the torch to 
bring the full visual experience 
with costumes, make-up, the 
set and lighting. The dance 
for “Space Oddity” seemed to 
have taken the show with some 
dancers languidly crossing the 
stage on Extreme pointe led by 
Addison Ector who widened 
some audience’s eyes with 
his non-gravity pointe which 
brought you up to Major Tom 
in his space ship.

Apprentice Timothy Stick-
ney earned his turn performing 
to “1984” with amazing energy 
with the Company. “1984” 
morphed into “Heroes” so 
smoothly with Jillian Davis, 
Addison Ector, Simon Plant, 
YoungSil Kim, Kelly Marsh IV 
and Brandon Gray.

The remaining 4 songs and 
dance pieces were paired to-
gether for a lavish crescendo of 
“Modern Love some Rock and 
Roll Suicide” and the finale of 
“Young Americans.”

Popular Power Couple Dhonna and Bobby Goodale held their annual Riverhead “Christmas for the Kids” toy drive (Photo: Ronnie Wright) 

Complexions Contemporary Ballet Company
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C L A S S I F I E D

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels 

For Wishes,  benefiting 
Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible. Call 
(917) 336-1254

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunt-

ers will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507 www.BaseCam-
pLeasing.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS 

Start Here –Get trained 
as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid 
for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call 
AIM for free information 
866-296-7094

NAME CHANGE
Notice is hereby given that 

an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, New York County on 
12/01/2017, bearing Index 
Number NC-002894-17/
NY, a copy of which may 
be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at 111 
Centre Street, New York, NY 

10013, grants me the right to: 
Assume the name of Brooks 
Daniel Guerrero.  My pres-
ent name is Donald Brooks 
Daniel.  My place of birth is 
Los Angeles, CA.  My date 
of birth is Feb. 4, 1985.  My 
present address is 182 Co-
lumbus Ave., Apt/3FM, New 
York, NY 10023

Subscribe to the New York Beacon,  
600 Third Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York,  

NY 10016 $35.00 per year
212-213-8585 

 www.newyorkbeacon.net

NY Black Media
2” x 2”

From fiscal year 14 through 16, the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction awarded 
almost $6 billion in contracts of which over $673 
million was awarded to minority- and women-owned 
businesses.  We build libraries, firehouses, sewer 
systems and other public buildings and infrastructure 
projects.  We work with general contractors, 
construction managers, electricians, plumbers and 
others in the construction industry. Become our 
partner and help us build our city.
For available contracting 
opportunities visit DDC 
online at nyc.gov/ddc

NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

MWBE OPPORTUNITIES GET THIS BOOK

A MUST READ

The Spiritual Benefits - Huge

The Cost - Minimal
Evangelist F.C. Fisher

PO Box 952858

Lake Mary FL 32795

Adding to
 the

Adding to
 the

Adding to
 the

Adding to
 the

Adding to
 the

Gospel means..
Gospel means..
Gospel means..
Gospel means..
Gospel means..

WWWWWhat?hat?hat?hat?hat?

Evang FEvang FEvang FEvang FEvang F. C. C. C. C. C. F. F. F. F. Fisherisherisherisherisher

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (917) 336-1254

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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24 BEACONSPORTS Andrew 
Rosario, 
Sports  
Editor

Subscribe to the New York Beacon,  600 Third Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, 
NY 10016 $35.00 per year 212-213-8585  www.newyorkbeacon.net

PUB: India Abroad, The Jewish Press, NY Beacon, NY Daily Challenge, Out Time Press
Mech Size: Composite DLanguage: English
Specs: 10” x 7”Job#: N17LO126_416

©2017 New York Lottery. You must be 18 or older to purchase a lottery ticket. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with problem gambling, call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369). nylottery.ny.gov

Odds of 
winning  Take 5? 

1 in 9.

Odds of getting 
enough sleep? 
1 in yawn.

Cash gambles on Boone

By Jason Clinkscales 

The Yankees' history has always 
deemed that if a manager does 
not win more than one World 

Series, his tenure is nearly as failed as 
one whose teams flirt with the bottom of 
the AL East. Which is why as incredible 
as the 2017 season, the decision to not 
renew Joe Girardi's contract was equally 
as incredible, but in a bad way. The 
relationship between the now-former 
manager and GM Brian Cashman was 
reportedly beyond repair, yet handing 
the roster over to Aaron Boone – a 
former player and recent ESPN analyst 

who has never coached or managed in 
baseball – may arguably be the defining 
move of Cashman's executive career. It's 
one rooted in the continued shift in the 
game where managers are less about gut 
instincts and feeling out the clubhouse, 
and much more about following the 
orders of executives who are guided 
almost completely by sabermetrics.

Could Boone work out as the skip-
per, having to learn how to manage the 
dynamics of player injuries and psyches 
on top of acting on Cashman’s com-
mands? Who knows exactly. Yet Girardi 
had done wonders throughout his time 
in both Miami and New York under 
trying circumstances, with a World 
Series ring to boot. A team that was 
one game short of a 41st World Series 
appearance in 2017, Boone was given 
a title contender without the slightest 
experience. He’s going to have to figure 
it out quickly or Cashman’s gamble on 
changing managers will threaten the 
Yankees’ chances to get back to the Fall 
Classic in 2018.

Jason Clinkscales@aspor tss-
cribe: Twitter | Instagram

Trump, the NFL

By Didier Morais

When President Donald Trump 
urged NFL owners to "fire or 
suspend" protesting players 

at an Alabama rally on September 
22, 2017, many wondered how the 
league's players would respond enter-
ing Week 3 of the NFL season. Would 
the players kneel or stand? If players 
protested, how would NFL owners 
respond?

For the first time ever, watching 

the national anthem became must-
see TV for NFL broadcasts during 
and in many cases, the protests 
overshadowed the actual outcomes 
of the Week 3 games. When it was 
all said and done, over 200 NFL 
players protested in Week 3 –– and 
followed in Colin Kaepernick's 
footsteps –– to deliver a powerful 
message to Trump. Most coaches and 
owners also publicly supported their 
players. It was a seminal moment for 
the sports world that rarely intersects 
with politics.

While the protests decreased 
over the course of the season, the 
demonstrations ultimately prompt-
ed the NFL to unveil a $90 million 
social justice initiative to combat 
social inequality.  The init iat ive 
came with its share of controversy 
between the NFL and the Player's 
Coalition, but still marked a sign 
of progress.

Although Kaepernick wasn't on 
an NFL roster, the protests during the 
national anthem became as widespread 
as ever in 2017. 


